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Benjamin Franklin announc-
es his invention of bifocals

South American independence leader 
Simón Bolívar enters Mérida, leading 
the invasion of Venezuela, and is pro-

claimed El Libertador (“The Liberator”)

Mao Zedong starts the “Great Leap For-
ward” movement in China

 The Good Friday Agreement 
is accepted in a referendum 

in Northern Ireland with 75% 
voting yes.
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This evening, I will be 
leaving for Japan to 

take part in the second 
in-person Quad Summit. 
The Quad leaders will 
once again have the op-
portunity to discuss the 
various Quad initiatives 
and other issues of mu-
tual interest.

@JoeBiden

Unions allow work-
ers to maintain their 

dignity. It’s a lot more 
than just paychecks and 
benefits, it’s about the 
dignity of workers.

@JoeBiden

As the caretaker of the 
euro, we @ecb want 

to keep an open dialogue 
with the people we serve. 
I had the pleasure to an-
swer students’ questions 
about inflation, the war 
in Ukraine and my career.

@Lagarde

While people suffer 
from high prices 

at the pump, the oil & 
gas industry is raking in 
billions from a distorted 
market. Every minute, 
coal, oil & gas receive 
$11M in subsidies. Gov-
ernments must shift sub-
sidies away from fossil 
fuels to protect the poor 
& most vulnerable peo-
ple.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

763,042 +467 9,130 +2 747,492 6,420

UAE 904,830 +364 2,302 888,584 13,944

Kuwait 632,474 2,555 629,392 527

Oman 389,473 4,260 384,669 544

Qatar 367,099 +147 677 365,415 1,007

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 84,984,459 1,028,902

2 India 43,136,371 524,413

3 Brazil 30,780,028 665,657

4 France 29,337,985 147,780

5 Germany 26,085,508 138,712

6 UK 22,238,715 177,977

7 Russia 18,293,450 378,350

8 S. Korea 17,957,697 23,965

9 Italy 17,229,263 165,918

10 Turkey 15,061,376 98,921

11 Spain 12,238,073 105,947

12 Vietnam 10,708,887 43,075

13 Argentina 9,135,308 128,776

14 Japan 8,587,421 30,292
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News in brief 
 u Australia’s Labour Party 
will form the country’s next 
government today as unprecedented 
support for the Greens and climate-
focussed independents ended nearly 
a decade of rule by the conservative 
coalition. Centre-left Labor remains 
four to five seats short of a majority 
of 76 in the 151 seat lower house with 
about a dozen electorates too close to call, 
television channels reported on Sunday. 
Labor may need the support of independents 
and smaller parties to return to power for 
the first time since 2013. Labour leader 
Anthony Albanese said he will be sworn in as 
the 31st prime minister on Monday along with four senior party members, before 
heading to Tokyo to attend a “Quad” summit on Tuesday with U.S. President Joe 
Biden and the prime ministers of Japan and India. 

u A thunderstorm that 
nearly packed the power of a 
tornado rolled through Ontario on 
Saturday killing at least two people 
and left parts of Canada’s most 
populous province without power, 
authorities said. Emergency crews 

were inundated with calls after the storm uprooted many trees, disrupting traffic 
and damaging homes. Police said one person died and two others were injured 
after a tree fell on their camping trailer in Brant County, in southern Ontario, 
while a woman in her 70s died after being hit by a tree during the thunderstorm.

u The Russian-appointed head of the occupied Ukrainian town next 
to Europe’s largest nuclear power plant was injured in an explosion yesterday, 
a Ukrainian official and a Russian news agency said. Andrei Shevchuk, who 
was appointed mayor of Enerhodar following the Russian army’s occupation of 
the town, was in intensive care following the attack, Russia’s RIA news agency 
reported, citing a source in the emergency services. 
“We have accurate confirmation that during the 
explosion the self-proclaimed head of the ‘people’s 
administration’ Shevchuk and his bodyguards were 
injured,” Dmytro Orlov, who Ukraine recognises as 
mayor of the town said in a post on the Telegram 
messaging app.

u Finnish President Sauli Niinisto said on Saturday he had held 
“open and direct” talks with Turkey’s President Tayyip Erdogan to discuss 
Finland’s bid for NATO membership. Erdogan has publicly questioned whether 

Finland and 
Sweden should 
be allowed to 
join the military 
alliance. “I stated 
that as NATO 
allies Finland and 

Turkey will commit to each other’s security and our relationship will thus grow 
stronger,” Niinisto tweeted after the call. “Finland condemns terrorism in all its 
forms and manifestations. Close dialogue continues.”
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KNOW WHAT

WHO expects more cases 
of monkeypox to emerge

Reuters | London

The World Health Organisa-
tion said it expects to iden-
tify more cases of monkey-

pox as it expands surveillance in 
countries where the disease is not 
typically found.

As of Saturday, 92 confirmed 
cases and 28 suspected cases of 
monkeypox have been reported 
from 12 member states that are 
not endemic for the virus, the 
U.N. agency said, adding it will 
provide further guidance and rec-
ommendations in coming days for 
countries on how to mitigate the 
spread of monkeypox.

"Available information suggests 
that human-to-human transmis-
sion is occurring among people 
in close physical contact with 
cases who are symptomatic", the 
agency added.

"What seems to be happening 

now is that it has got into the 
population as a sexual form, as a 
genital form, and is being spread 
as are sexually transmitted in-
fections, which has amplified its 
transmission around the world," 
WHO official David Heymann, an 
infectious disease specialist, told 
Reuters.

Heymann said an internation-
al committee of experts met via 
video conference to look at what 
needed to be studied about the 
outbreak and communicated to 
the public, including whether 

there is any asymptomatic spread, 
who are at most risk, and the var-
ious routes of transmission.

He said the meeting was con-
vened "because of the urgency 
of the situation". The commit-
tee is not the group that would 
suggest declaring a public health 
emergency of international con-
cern, WHO's highest form of alert, 
which applies to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

He said close contact was the 
key transmission route, as le-
sions typical of the disease are 

very infectious. For example, 
parents caring for sick children 
are at risk, as are health workers, 
which is why some countries have 
started inoculating teams treat-
ing monkeypox patients using 
vaccines for smallpox, a related  
virus.

Many of the current cases have 
been identified at sexual health 
clinics.

Early genomic sequencing of 
a handful of the cases in Europe 
has suggested a similarity with 
the strain that spread in a limited 
fashion in Britain, Israel and Sin-
gapore in 2018.

Heymann said it was "biologi-
cally plausible" the virus had been 
circulating outside of the coun-
tries where it is endemic, but had 
not led to major outbreaks as a re-
sult of COVID-19 lockdowns, social 
distancing and travel restrictions.

He stressed that the monkey-

pox outbreak did not resemble 
the early days of the COVID-19 
pandemic because it does not 
transmit as easily. Those who 
suspect they may have been ex-
posed or who show symptoms 
including bumpy rash and fever, 

should avoid close contact with 
others, he said.

"There are vaccines available, 
but the most important message 
is, you can protect yourself," he 
added.

The incubation period of mon-
keypox can range from 5 to 21 
days. The febrile stage of illness 
usually lasts 1 to 3 days with 
symptoms including fever, in-
tense headache, lymphadenopa-
thy (swelling of the lymph nodes), 
back pain, myalgia (muscle ache), 
and an intense asthenia (lack of 
energy). The febrile stage is fol-
lowed by the skin eruption stage, 
lasting for 2 to 4 weeks. Lesions 
evolve from macules (lesions with 
a flat base) to papules (raised firm 
painful lesions) to vesicles (filled 
with clear fluid) to pustules (filled 
with pus), followed by scabs or 
crusts. The proportion of patients 
who die has varied between 0 
and 11% in documented cases and 
has been higher among young 
children.

The identification in May 2022 
of clusters of monkeypox cases in 
several non-endemic countries 
with no direct travel links to an 
endemic area is atypical. Further 
investigations  are underway to 
determine the likely source of in-
fection and limit further onward 
spread.

WHO surveillance case definition 
Suspected case: 
An acute illness with fever >38.3 degree Celcius (101degree F), intense headache, 
lymphadenopathy, back pain, myalgia and intense asthenia followed one to 
three days later by a progressively developing rash often beginning on the face 
(most dense) and then spreading elsewhere on the body, including soles of feet 
and palms of hands. 

Probable case: 
A case that meets the clinical case definition, is not laboratory confirmed but 
has an epidemiological link to a confirmed or probable case.

Confirmed case:
A clinically compatible case that is laboratory confirmed.

Key facts
u Monkeypox is caused by 
monkeypox virus, a member of the 
Orthopoxvirus genus in the family 
Poxviridae.

u It is a viral zoonotic disease 
that occurs primarily in tropical 
rainforest areas of Central and West 
Africa and is occasionally exported 
to other regions.

u Typically presents clinically 
with fever, rash and swollen lymph 
nodes and may lead to a range of 
medical complications.

u Usually a self-limited disease 
with the symptoms lasting from 2 to 
4 weeks. Severe cases can occur. In 
recent times, the case fatality ratio 
has been around 3-6%.

u Transmitted to humans through 
close contact with an infected 
person or animal, or with material 
contaminated with the virus.

u Transmitted from one person 
to another by close contact with 
lesions, body fluids, respiratory 
droplets and contaminated 
materials such as bedding.

u The clinical presentation of 
monkeypox resembles that of 
smallpox, a related orthopoxvirus 
infection which was declared 
eradicated worldwide in 1980. 
Monkeypox is less contagious than 
smallpox and causes less severe 
illness.

u Vaccines used during the 
smallpox eradication programme 
also provided protection against 
monkeypox. Newer vaccines have 
been developed of which one has 
been approved for prevention of 
monkeypox

u An antiviral agent developed 
for the treatment of smallpox has 
also been licensed for the treatment 
of monkeypox.

How can people protect against infection?

The UK has begun to inoculate healthcare workers who may be at 
risk while caring for patients with the smallpox vaccine, which 

can also protect against monkeypox. The US government says it has 
enough smallpox vaccine stored in its Strategic National Stockpile 
(SNS) to vaccinate the entire US population.

There are antiviral drugs for smallpox that could also be used 
to treat monkeypox under certain circumstances, a spokesperson 
for the US Department of Health and Human Services said in a 
statement.

More broadly, health officials say that people should avoid close 
personal contact with someone who has a rash illness or who is 
otherwise unwell. People who suspect they have monkeypox should 
isolate and seek medical care.

What might be behind 
the spike in cases?

“Viruses are nothing new 
and expected,” said Angela 

Rasmussen, a virologist at the 
Vaccine and Infectious Disease 
Organization at the University 
of Saskatchewan in Canada.

Rasmussen said a number 
of factors including increased 
global travel as well as climate 
change have accelerated the 
emergence and spread of virus-
es. The world is also more on 
alert to new outbreaks of any 
kind in the wake of the COVID 
pandemic, she said.

Reduce the risk of zoonotic transmission

Over time, most human infections have resulted from a primary, 
animal-to-human transmission. Unprotected contact with 

wild animals, especially those that are sick or dead, including 
their meat, blood and other parts must be avoided. Additionally, 
all foods containing animal meat or parts must be thoroughly 
cooked before eating.

Human monkeypox was first identified in humans 
in 1970 in the Democratic Republic of the Congo in a 
9-year-old boy in a region where smallpox had been 

eliminated in 1968. Since then, most cases have 
been reported from rural, rainforest regions of the 

Congo Basin, particularly in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo and human cases have increasingly 

been reported from across Central and West Africa.

In 2003, the first monkeypox outbreak outside of Africa was 
in the United States of America and was linked to contact 

with infected pet prairie dogs. These pets had been housed 
with Gambian pouched rats and dormice that had been 

imported into the country from Ghana. This outbreak led to 
over 70 cases of monkeypox in the US

Since 1970, human cases of monkeypox have 
been reported in 11 African countries – Benin, 
Cameroon, the Central African Republic, the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gabon, 
Cote d’Ivoire, Liberia, Nigeria, the Republic 

of the Congo, Sierra Leone, and South Sudan.

Outbreak outside of Africa

Pounded by 
Russian offensive 
in the east, Ukraine 
rules out ceasefire
• Ukraine rules out 
ceasefire, concessions

• Russia launches 
assault in Luhansk, 
Mykolayiv

• Ukraine must 
decide own future, 
Polish president says

Reuters | Kyiv

Ukraine ruled out a cease-
fire or any territorial 

concessions to Moscow while 
Russia stepped up its attack in 
the eastern Donbas region and 
stopped sending gas to Finland 
in its latest response to West-
ern sanctions and its deepen-
ing international isolation.

Polish President Andrzej 
Duda told lawmakers in Kyiv 
that the international commu-
nity had to demand Russia’s 
complete withdrawal from 
Ukrainian territory and that 
sacrificing even an inch of it 
would be a “huge blow” to the 
entire West.

“Worrying voices have ap-
peared, saying that Ukraine 
should give in to (President 
Vladimir) Putin’s demands,” 
Duda said, the first foreign 
leader to address Ukrainian 
lawmakers in person since 
Russia’s Feb. 24 invasion. 

“Only Ukraine has the right 
to decide about its future.” 
Shortly after he finished speak-
ing, an air raid siren was heard 
in central Kyiv, a reminder that 
the nation remained at war 
even as the front lines have 
shifted hundreds kilometres 
to the south and east.

After ending weeks of re-
sistance by the last Ukrainian 
fighters in the strategic south-
eastern port of Mariupol, Rus-

sia is waging a major offensive 
in Luhansk, one of two prov-
inces in Donbas.

Russian-backed separatists 
already controlled parts of Lu-
hansk and the neighbouring 
Donetsk province before the 
invasion, but Moscow wants 
to seize the remaining Ukraini-
an-held territory in the region.

The Russian defence min-
istry said on Sunday its forces 
pounded Ukrainian command 
centres, troops and ammuni-
tion depots in Donbas and the 
Mykolayiv region in the south 
with air strikes and artillery.  

Ukraine’s general staff re-
ported continued heavy Rus-
sian shelling of twin cities 
Sievierodonetsk and Lysy-
chansk in the Luhansk region.

The cities, separated by the 
Siverskiy Donets River, form 
the eastern part of a Ukraini-
an-held pocket that Russia has 
been trying to overrun since 
mid-April after failing to cap-
ture Kyiv and shifting its focus 
to the east and south of the 
country.

Reuters was unable to inde-
pendently verify those battle-
field reports.

Ukraine’s lead negotiator, 
speaking to Reuters on Satur-
day, ruled out a ceasefire that 
would involve Russian forces 
remaining in occupied areas or 
any deal with Moscow that in-
volved ceding territory. Mak-
ing concessions would back-
fire because Russia would hit 
back harder after any break in 
fighting, President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy’s adviser Mykhailo 
Podolyak said.

“The war will not stop. It 
will just be put on pause for 
some time,” Podolyak said in 
an interview in the heavily 
guarded presidential office. 
“They’ll start a new offensive, 
even more bloody and large-
scale.”

A woman with a child evacuates from a residential building damaged by 
shelling, as Russia’s attack on Ukraine continues, in Kyiv, Ukraine

Member of Parliament Damien Abad

Newly appointed French minister denies rape accusations
Reuters | Paris

Damien Abad, France’s new-
ly appointed minister for 

Solidarity and the Disabled, 
strongly denied he raped two 
women, following accusations 
published on Sunday by the 
Mediapart website in an arti-
cle based on interviews with 
the women.

The women quoted by Me-
diapart said Abad had forced 
them to have unwanted sexual 
relationships with him. The 
actions happened in late 2010 
and early 2011, they said.

One of the women filed a 
complaint to the police against 
Abad in 2017 which was closed 
without further action, Abad 
and Mediapart said.

“I contest with the great-
est force these accusations of 

sexual violence,” he said in a 
statement sent to Reuters. “The 
sexual relations that I have had 
throughout my life have always 
been by mutual consent.”

Abad said his disability, a 
disorder called arthrogryposis 
that affects all four of his limbs, 
made it physically impossible 
for him to commit the acts he 
was accused of.

Abad joined the government 
formed on Friday after Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron’s 
re-election.

Asked to comment on the ac-
cusations against Abad, Prime 
Minister Elisabeth Borne said 
she was not aware of them 
when he joined the govern-
ment.

“I will be very clear: on all 
these subjects of harassment, 
sexual assault, there can be no 
impunity and we must contin-
ue to act so that women who 
may be victims of assault, har-
assment, can speak freely,” she 
said.

Borne said her government 
would bear the consequences 
of appointing Abad, “if there are 
new elements and a new case is 
opened.” She did not give more 
details.

Biden in Japan to launch regional economic plan to counter Beijing
Reuters | Tokyo

President Joe Biden arrived in 
Japan yesterday to launch a 

plan for greater US economic en-
gagement with the Indo-Pacific, 
facing criticism even before the 
programme is announced that it 
will offer scant benefit to coun-
tries in the region.

On the second leg of his first 
Asia trip as president, Biden is 
to meet with leaders of Japan, 
India and Australia, the "Quad," 
another cornerstone of his strat-
egy to push back against China's 
expanding influence.

Biden meet with Japanese 
business leaders, including the 
president of Toyota Motor Corp 
(7203.T), at the ambassador's 
residence in Tokyo shortly after 
arriving, said a person familiar 

with the matter.
On Monday, he is to call on Em-

peror Naruhito before talks with 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida. 

He and Kishida are expected to 
discuss Japan's plans to expand 
its military capabilities and reach 
in response to China's growing 
might.

Biden today plans to roll out the 
Indo-Pacific Economic Frame-
work for Prosperity (IPEF), 
a programme to bind regional 
countries more closely through 
common standards in areas in-
cluding supply-chain resilience, 
clean energy, infrastructure and 
digital trade.

Washington has lacked an eco-
nomic pillar to its Indo-Pacific en-
gagement since former President 
Donald Trump quit a multination-
al trans-Pacific trade agreement, 
leaving the field open to China to 
expand its influence.

But the IPEF is unlikely to in-

clude binding commitments, and 
Asian countries and trade experts 
have given a decidedly lukewarm 
response to a programme limit-
ed by Biden's reluctance to risk 
American jobs by offering the in-
creased market access the region 
craves.

The White House had wanted it 
the IPEF announcement to repre-
sent a formal start of negotiations 
with a core group of like-minded 
countries, but Japan wanted to 
ensure broader participation to 
include as many Southeast Asian 
countries as possible, trade and 
diplomatic sources said.

Given this, Monday's ceremony 
will likely signal an agreement to 
start discussions on IPEF rath-
er than actual negotiations, the 
sources said.

US President Joe Biden shakes hands 
with Japanese Foreign Minister 
Yoshimasa Hayashi upon his arrival at 
Yokota U.S. Air Force Base in Fussa, on 
the outskirts of Tokyo


