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The campaign titled 
‘Until When’ will 
educate drivers 

and road-users on 
the wrong traffic 

practices common 
during Ramadan

SALAH SHIHAB

DIRECTOR OF TRAFFIC CULTURE

Motorists showered with gifts

TDT | Manama
Mohammed Zafran

Officers from the Gener-
al Directorate of Traf-
fic along with Bahraini 

youths recently intensified their 
street patrolling, not in search of 
violations, this time for finding 
law-abiding residents. 

Good drivers, who followed 
traffic rules properly, were spot-
ted and showered with gifts in-
cluding vouchers, electronic 
gadgets and other gifts as a token 
of appreciation. 

The effort was part of a 
“Thank You” initiative launched 
by the General Directorate of 

Traffic’s Ramadan traffic which 
continues throughout Ramadan.

Hamad Atiq and Kalil alMut-
awa are the Bahraini youngsters 
who are part of the initiative. 

The campaign is being carried 
out in partnership with Bahrain 
National Insurance, as well as 
Sadeem Cards,  Credimax, Lulu 
Hypermarket, Sofitel Bahrain 
and Qadooa Sweets.

‘Until When’ 
“The campaign titled ‘Until 

When’ will educate drivers and 
road-users on the wrong traffic 
practices common during Ram-
adan,” said Salah Shihab, the 

Director of Traffic Culture. 
The initiatives, he said, will 

help spread the vision of traf-
fic safety among the people of 
Bahrain. 

He also appreciated the spon-
sors’ role in honouring ideal 
drivers. 

More motorists will be award-
ed gifts this month as the initi-
ative will continue throughout 
Ramadan. 

The government has also de-
vised a special traffic plan for 
Ramadan, the Director-General 
of Traffic Brigadier Shaikh Ab-
dulrahman bin Abdulwahab Al 
Khalifa revealed. 

Patrols intensified 
The directorate will intensify 

patrols on major highways, in-
tersections, as well as near-com-
mercial avenues and shopping 
complexes. 

The police will also monitor 
traffic on King Fahad Causeway, 
the terrestrial link between Bah-
rain and Saudi Arabia. 

“This will be done mainly in 
the evening to ensure smooth 
flow of vehicles and full adher-
ence to the rules by all drivers,” 
he added. 

The Ministry of Interior has 
been urging citizens and resi-
dents to be careful on roads and 

avoid violations. 
“The General Directorate 

considers traffic violations 
as an uncivilised practice,” he 
said while calling on all to fol-
low traffic rules and regula-
tions during the holy month of  
Ramadan. 

He also warned against a lack 
of attention while driving. 

Care should be taken to drive 
on the right lane and not to 
change lanes without a flashing 
signal. 

“The use of mobile phones 
during driving is strictly pro-
hibited,” added Shaikh Abdul-
rahman.

General Directorate of Traffic officials gifting drivers during a “Thank You” initiative launched during Ramadan

Court to rehear arguments in serial killer case
• Prosecution 
following a mental 
health evaluation 
confirmed that the man 
was predetermined

TDT | Manama 

The High Criminal Court has 
ordered a rehearing in the 

murder trial of a suspected Bah-
rain serial killer on 12 June 2019. 

The Court will also reconsider 
the testimonies of the fifth and 
the sixth witnesses. 

The 25-year-old serial killer, 
according to the police report, 
attacked four men, all Asians, 
while killing two of them. 

Prosecution following a men-
tal health evaluation confirmed 
that the man was well aware of 

his actions and predetermined. 
The suspect allegedly nursed 

a grudge against expatriates af-
ter he was sacked from a job 
which earned him a monthly 
salary of BD300 while expatri-
ates continued to enjoy their 
jobs. 

“In my latest job, I was draw-
ing a salary of BD300 monthly, 
but I was fired three months af-
ter joining,” he said in his state-
ment to prosecutors.  

“While I remained jobless, 
they were enjoying their jobs 
and I hated them for that.

“I decided to kill as many of 

them as I could,” the suspect 
confessed.   

The man went on a killing 
spree after mugging an Asian 
national in Karbabad. 

He said he rammed his car 
on to an Asian man in Mana-
ma- pinning him between two 
vehicles. 

The suspect then decided to 
kill two more to prevent them 
from identifying him to the po-
lice. 

Body of the first victim, Sa-
jat Ali, an Indian national, was 
found on March 29 in Tubli.

Explaining the modus operan-
di, he told police that he sneaked 
up on Ali from behind and re-
peatedly smashed his head with 
a hammer. 

His second victim, Moham-
med Khan, also an Indian Na-
tional, was murdered on April 
13.  The method used was the 

same. 
“On April 13, I saw an Asian 

man riding his cycle. I decid-
ed immediately to kill him. I 
brought the hammer  from my 
car and drove in front of him. 

“I waited for him to pass by 
me and I pounced on him with 
the hammer. 

“I listed to his rattle, so I knew 
he was dying. 

“I moved his body to take out 
his wallet, but it was empty so I 
left,” he said. 

Shortly after finding the 
second victim’s body, police 
launched a nationwide man-
hunt, which resulted in the ar-
rest of the suspect. 

P u b l i c  P ro s e c u t i o n  a c-
cused him of murder and  
robbery. 

It’s worth noting that the de-
fendant reportedly killed all his 
victims at night.

The 25-year-old 
man, according to 
police report, at-

tacked four men, all 
Asians, while killing 

two of them

Exam paper leaking: 
Court adjourns trial 

TDT | Manama 

The First High Criminal 
Court adjourned the trial 

of a public school teacher ac-
cused of leaking school final 
year question papers to June 
11.  

The intermediate school 
teacher allegedly took snap-
shots of seventh-grade fi-
nal  exam questions  from a 
public school where she 
worked and passed it on to 
her students and parents using 
WhatsApp.

Learning about the leak, 
Education ministry report-
ed the incident to the Public 
Prosecution to take further 
actions, said Southern Gover-
norate Chief Prosecutor, Noor 
Shehab.

Following an investigation, 
Public Prosecution referred 
the case to a Criminal Court. 

The prosecution interrogat-
ed the suspect, heard witness-
es’ testimonies and verified the 
evidence.

The woman confessed to her 
crime when confronted with 
the evidence.

Public Prosecution accused 
her of divulging secrets as per 
Article 371 of the Kingdom’s 
Penal Code.   

Article 371 of the Penal Code 
stipulates: “A punishment of 
imprisonment for a period 

not exceeding one year or a 
fine not exceeding BD100 shall 
be inflicted on a person who 
divulges a secret entrusted 
thereto in his official capac-
ity trade, profession or art in 
conditions other than those 
prescribed by the law or uses it 
for his personal benefit or for 
the benefit of another person, 
unless the person concerned 
with the secret allows the di-
vulgence or use thereof.”

The article also stipulates 
that punishment is severer in 
the case of public servants. 

The intermediate 
school teacher 
allegedly took 
snapshots of 

seventh-grade 
final exam 

questions from 
a public school 

where she worked 
and passed it on 
to her students 

and parents using 
WhatsApp.

Court postpones trial 
of nine terrorists
• Only one of the 
9 defendants is in 
police custody

TDT | Manama 

The Fourth High Crimi-
nal Court adjourned the 

trial of nine men accused of 
receiving military and explo-
sives’ manufacturing training 
at Hezbollah camps in Iraq 
back in 2017. The Court will 
hear the case on June 11. 

Only one of the 9 defendants 
is in police custody. Rest of 
them are tried in absentia, as 
they all escaped to a foreign 
country. Court files show the 
suspects travelled to Iraq to 
receive military training on 

different firearms and explo-
sives for carrying out terrorist 
attacks in Bahrain. 

Four of the suspects coordi-
nated the training programme. 

The training focused on han-
dling RPG launchers, using and 
manufacturing explosive de-
vices, the use of firearms such 
as AK-47 rifles, PK machine 
guns and sniper rifles.

Suspect, in custody, travelled 
to Bahrain from Iraq and to 
Holland. Police arrested him 
on his way back to Bahrain. 

In 2017, the Public Prosecu-
tion accused the defendants of 
joining a terrorist group, prac-
tising terrorist activities and 
recruiting men to join their 
group, serving terrorist pur-
poses, in addition to receiving 
military training abroad and 
facilitating it for others.

Car theft: Police arrest 
suspect after chase
TDT | Manama 

Police yesterday arrested 
a man, 38, in cooperation 

with the Najad “Rescue” Police 
for stealing a car. 

The man also injured three 
police officer when security 
personnel tried to stop him, 
said the Director-General of 
Northern Governorate. 

The suspect later crashed 
the vehicle into other parked 
vehicles. 

Incidents leading to the ar-
rest occurred, when police re-
ceived a tip-off regarding a car 
theft in progress. 

Police officers located the 
car soon and tried to stop him.  
However, the man didn’t stop 
and tried to drive away. 

Losing control, in the pro-

cess, the suspect then crashed 
the vehicle into several cars 
parked on the wayside. 

Three police officers were 
injured in the incident which 
also resulted in damaging 
three patrol cars and three ci-
vilian vehicles. 

Legal proceedings are being 
taken to refer the case to the 
Public Prosecutor. 

Three police of-
ficers were injured 

in the incident 
which also resulted 
in damaging three 

patrol cars and 
three civilian vehi-

cles. 
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Trump names woman as 
head of US Air Force
Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
announced Tuesday he 

had nominated a former am-
bassador and Arizona busi-
nesswoman to lead the Air 
Force.

Barbara Barrett, 68, served 
as the US ambassador to Fin-
land from 2008 to 2009 under 
the George W. Bush admin-
istration. She also chaired an 
aeronautics research and de-
velopment center, The Aero-
space Corporation, until 2017.

“She will be an outstanding 
Secretary!” Trump tweeted.

A former lawyer and test 
pilot, Barrett is also a board 
member at the Rand Corpora-
tion, a think tank that provides 
research and analysis to the US 
armed forces.

She and her husband Craig, 
the former CEO of American 
technology giant Intel, are ma-
jor Republican donors. Barrett 
ran for governor of Arizona on 
the GOP ticket in 1994, the first 
woman to do so, but she failed 
to secure her party’s nomi-
nation.

If she is confirmed, Barrett 
will succeed another woman, 

Heather Wilson, in the po-
sition of secretary of the air 
force.

Wilson’s name had come up 
as a potential replacement for 
Defense Secretary Jim Mat-
tis, who resigned in December 
because of differences over 
Trump’s policies on Syria and 
other issues.

Wilson stepped down in 
March, the highest level Pen-
tagon departure since that of 
Mattis, once it became appar-
ent that interim Defense Sec-
retary Patrick Shanahan would 
stay in that post.

Barbara Barrett

Turkey ready for US sanctions 
over missile deal: minister
Ankara, Turkey

Turkey insisted it would go 
ahead with its controver-

sial decision to buy the S-400 
missile defence system from 
Russia, saying it was preparing 
for any possible sanctions from 
the US.

Turkey’s push to buy the 
S-400 system has strained re-
lations with the United States, 
a NATO ally, which worries 
about integrating Russian 
technology with Turkey’s 
Western equipment.

Defence Minister Hulusi 
Akar told reporters late Tues-
day that Ankara was “prepar-
ing” for US penalties under 
the Countering America’s Ad-
versaries Through Sanctions 
Act (CAATSA), which prohibits 
business with Russia’s state 
and private defence and intel-
ligence sectors.

He added that Turkey was 
“fed up” with being just being 
a buyer of military equipment, 
and wanted to be involved in 
joint production and technol-
ogy transfers.

“The idea that we always 
buy, you always produce, is 
finished,” he told reporters in 
Ankara.

President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan on Saturday said Turkey 
and Russia would jointly pro-
duce S-500 defence systems 
after the purchase of the S-400 

system.
Turkey has already sent 

personnel to Russia for train-
ing, Akar said, and the system 
could be delivered as early as 
June or July.

Last month, he said the 
S-400 would likely be used to 
protect the capital Ankara and 
Istanbul.

In a bid to force Turkey to 
cancel its S-400 deal, the US 
offered a renewed proposal 
in March for Patriots, its own 
anti-missile and anti-aircraft 
weapon system.

The US has said buying the 
S-400 could jeopardise the 
Turkey’s involvement in the 
F-35 fighter jet programme, for 
which it provides some parts. 

Akar said Turkey was still 
considering the offer but that 
there had been “general eas-
ing” in negotiations with the 
US on the F-35s and Patriots.

Defence Minister Hulusi Akar

Omanis praise compatriot 
for ‘historic’ Man Booker
AFP | Muscat, Oman

Omanis yesterday hailed 
writer Jokha Alharthi’s 
“historical achievement” 

and praised her for bringing 
“honour” to their Gulf nation 
after she became the first Arab 
author to win the Man Booker 
International prize.

“It is a huge historic achieve-
ment for the author, for Oman 
and for Arabic culture in gener-
al,” said Saif al-Rahbi, an Omani 
poet, essayist and writer.

“It shows that Omani litera-
ture is moving along,” he said. 

Alharthi, 40, received the 
prestigious prize during a cer-
emony Tuesday in London for 
her novel “Celestial Bodies” 
which depicts life in her Gulf 
nation.

The 50,000-pound (57,000 
euro, $64,000) Man Booker 
International prize celebrates 
translated fiction from around 
the world and is divided equal-
ly between the author and the 
translator.

The judges said Celestial Bod-
ies was “a richly imagined, en-
gaging and poetic insight into 
a society in transition and into 
lives previously obscured”.

It tells the story of three sis-
ters who witness the slow pace 
of development in Omani socie-
ty during the 20th century.

“I am thrilled that a window 
has been opened to the rich Ar-
abic culture,” Alharthi said af-
ter the ceremony at the Round-
house in London.

“Oman inspired me but I 
think international readers can 
relate to the human values in 
the book -- freedom and love,” 
she said.

The jury praised an “elegant-
ly structured and taut” novel 
which “tells of Oman’s coming-
of-age through the prism of one 
family’s losses and loves”.

The director general  of 
Oman’s culture ministry, Said 
bin Sultan al-Bussaidi, agreed.

The novel, he said, shows that 
Alharthi’s work “reflects matu-
rity and has reached an interna-
tional level”.

“It is an honour for each and 
every Omani man and wom-
an... (and the prize) will help 
spread Omani literature across 

the world,” he added.
Alharthi is the author of 

two previous collections of 
short fiction, a children’s 
book and three novels in  

Arabic.
She studied classical Arabic 

poetry at Edinburgh University 
and teaches at Sultan Qaboos 
University in Muscat.

In an interview with the BBC 
at the weekend, Alharthi said 
she had wanted for a “very long 
time to write a book about life in 
Oman (but) couldn’t when she 
was actually in Oman”.

“But when I went to Edin-
burgh, the first year was diffi-
cult for me, homesickness, cold, 
so I felt that I need to go back 
to warmth and feel something 
from home,” she said.

“Actually writing saved me.”

 ‘Surge in translation’
Her prize-winning novel 

-- which the Guardian news-
paper said offers “glimpses 
into a culture relatively little 
known in the west” -- came  
out in 2010.

Alharthi said on Tuesday that 
the novel touches on the histo-
ry of the slave trade in Oman, 
an absolute monarchy where 
Sultan Qaboos, who has ruled 
since 1970, has been pushing 
for reform.

For one expert of Arabic and 
Middle Eastern literature, it 
could be a game changer for 
novels emerging from the re-
gion.

“It has the potential to ori-
ent publishing away from the 
Arabic novel as answering the 
question ‘what can we learn 
about them?’ and towards the 
Arabic novel as a work of art,” 
said Marcia Lynx Qualey, editor 
of ArabLit Quarterly.

“The surge in translation of 
Arabic-language novels is al-
ready in progress, but I think 
this re-orients publishers some-
what,” she said.

Qualey said there “is definite-
ly a growing interest in works by 
Gulf authors”.

“In Kuwait, Oman, Saudi, and 
elsewhere there are authors 
writing on issues of class, do-
mestic violence, slavery, racism, 
patriarchy, power, and other is-
sues that are of global interest,” 
she added.

Celestial Bodies was trans-
lated by US academic Mari-
lyn Booth, who teaches Ar-
abic  l i terature at  Oxford  
University.

Jury chair Bettany Hughes 
said the novel showed “delicate 
artistry and disturbing aspects 
of our shared history”.

A copy of ‘Celestial Bodies’ by Omani author Jokha Alharthi, translated by 
Marilyn Booth, which has won the Booker International Prize in London

Omani author Jokha Alharthi (L) and translator Marilyn Booth pose after 
winning the Man Booker International Prize for the book ‘Celestial Bodies’ in 
London

Dutch bust major cryptocurrency launderer
The Hague, Netherlands 

Dutch investigators said yes-
terday they have busted 

one of the biggest online money 
laundering services for crypto-
currencies worth hundreds of 
millions of euros a year.

Tax and federal prosecution 
officers have confiscated six 
servers in the Netherlands and 
Luxembourg, taking the Best-
mixer.io virtual currency mix-
ing service offline, the Dutch tax 
office’s criminal branch (FIOD) 
said.

Bestmixer.io is one of the 

three largest online mixing ser-
vices dealing in bitcoins, bitcoin 
cash and Litecoins, the FIOD 
said. It was started a year ago 
and has so far generated sales 
of at least 200 million dollars 
(25,000 Bitcoin).

So-called “crypto-mixing ser-
vices” are used by criminals on 
the Darknet to mask the origin 
of virtual currency,” the FOID 
said in a statement.

Services like Bestmixer.io are 
paid to “launder” online curren-
cy such as Bitcoins for a com-
mission, erasing traces of the 
money’s origin, it said.

“People use the mixing ser-
vice apparently to increase their 
anonymity. Our investigations 
show that much of the currency 
has a criminal origin or destina-
tion,” said FIOD.

“This mixer is suspected of 
being used in these cases to 
mask criminal money streams 
and to launder money,” it added.

In total, Darknet markets gen-
erate some 800 million dollars 
yearly.

Bestmixer.io’s clients are from 
all the world “with the emphasis 
on the United States, Germany 
and the Netherlands,” said FIOD.

The probe was launched fol-
lowing a report by the US-based 
cyber security firm McAfee.

So far, no arrests have been 
made, FIOD spokesman Adriaan 
Ros said.

Tax and federal pros-
ecution officers have 

confiscated six servers 
in the Netherlands 
and Luxembourg, 

taking the Bestmixer.
io virtual currency 

mixing service offline


