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King Hamad, Queen Elizabeth honours showjumping champions 
TDT | London

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa and 
Her Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth II of the United King-
dom and Northern Ireland yes-
terday attend a ceremony to 
honour the winners of military 
showjumping championship 
held yesterday for the Cup of 
HM the King as part of the Royal 
Windsor Horse Show.

HM the King’s Personal Rep-
resentative, Supreme Coun-
cil for the Environment (SCE) 
President His Highness Shaikh 
Abdulla bin Hamad Al-Khalifa, 
HM the King’s Representative 
for Charity Works and Youth 
Affairs and Supreme Council 
for Youth and Sports (SCYS) 
Chairman HH Shaikh Nass-
er bin Hamad Al Khalifa and 
SCYS First Deputy Chairman, 
Bahrain Olympic Committee 
(BOC) President and Head of 

the Bahrain Athletics Associa-
tion (BAA) HH Shaikh Khalid bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa attended. He 
was accompanied by HH Shaikh 
Faisal bin Rashid Al-Khalifa, 
Chairman of the Bahrain Roy-
al Equestrian and Endurance 
Federation, Supreme Council 
for the Environment Vice Pres-
ident.

Sultan Ibrahim Ibni Almar-
hum Sultan Iskandar Al-Haj of 

Johor Province, senior officials, 
invitees, members of the delega-
tion accompanying HM the King 
and equestrian sport fans were 
also present at the ceremony.

His Majesty King Hamad and 
HM Queen Elizabeth II crowned 
the BDF Military Sports Team 
which won HM the King’s Cup 
after winning the showjumping 
championship. Led by Khalid Al 
Khatery, the team also includes 

Ahmed Mansour and Saber Sal-
man. His Majesty King Ham-
ad and HM Queen Elizabeth II 
crowned the winners in differ-
ent other competitions.

HM the King crowned UAE 
rider Ghanim Said with HM the 
King’s Cup and congratulated 
him on winning the 120-kilo-
metre-long endurance race.

HH Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad 
Al-Khalifa honoured the win-
ners of HM Showjumping Cup 
as well as the top riders who 
took part yesterday in the 120 
KM and 80km-qualification en-
durance races.

The Dubai Police Knights and 
the British Royal Army Cavalry 
stage shows won the attendees’ 
admiration.

King Hamad expressed deep-
est thanks to HM Queen Eliza-
beth II for her kind invitation 
to attend this international fes-
tival, as well as a warm welcome 
and generous hospitality.

HM King and Queen Elizabeth II attend a ceremony to honour the winners

Bahrain postal service receives top UN honour
TDT | Manama

Mohammed Zafran

Bahrain’s has achieved a 
high honour for its out-
standing level of postal 

service in the implementation of 
a key international project. 

Bahrain, represented by Bah-
rain post and the Ministry of 
Transportation and Telecom-
munications, was honoured 

with the Universal Postal Union 
Quality of Service Fund award 
for the outstanding implemen-
tation of a ‘Global Monitoring 
System’  (GMS) project.  

Universal Postal Union (UPU) 
is a specialised agency of the 
United Nations (UN) that coor-
dinates postal policies among 
member nations, in addition to 
the worldwide postal system. 
The UPU contains four bodies 
consisting of the Congress, the 

Council of Administration (CA), 
the Postal Operations Coun-
cil (POC) and the International 
Bureau (IB).  According to UPU, 
GMS is a state-of-the-art meas-
urement system managed by the 
UPU International Bureau. 

“Its primary objective is to 
provide each participant with 
accurate, high-quality opera-
tional results. This information 
can be used to determine UPU 
terminal dues remuneration, 

according to a performance bo-
nus system established within 
the UPU, and to contribute to in-
formed decisions on operational 
and quality improvement.” UPU 
stated.

Transportation and Telecom-
munications Minister, Kamal 
Ahmed said that it is a proud 
achievement for Bahrain post. 
He commended Bahrain post’s 
management and employees for 
their hard work. 

Citizens’ contribution key to 
development: Deputy King

TDT | Manama 

Deputy King, His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman 

bin Hamad Al Khalifa yes-
terday stressed Kingdom’s 
commitment to achieving its 
forward-looking development 
goals, which places citizens at 
the heart of all development 
efforts.

Prince Salman was visiting 
the Majlis of the Chairman of 
Shura Council Ali bin Saleh 
Al Saleh, the Majlis of the Al 
Arrayed family, and the Majlis 
of the late Mohammed Yousif 
Jalal and his sons.

“Citizens’ contribution to 
the Kingdom’s comprehensive 
development led by His Maj-
esty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa plays a key role in ad-
vancing Bahrain’s positioning 
on the regional and interna-
tional arenas,” said HRH Prince 
Salman.

HRH Prince Salman further 
extended his gratitude and ap-

preciation to Bahraini citizens 
on their commitment to the 
Kingdom’s development. 

Moving on, the Deputy 
King hailed the far-reaching 
multilateral ties that exist be-
tween Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, 
the United Arab Emirates and 
Kuwait, thanking the con-
tinual support they extend 
to the Kingdom across all  
sectors.

The Deputy King also laud-
ed the role of the Legislative 
Authority in attaining vari-
ous national achievements, 
stressing the importance of 
further enhancing coopera-
tion between the Legislative 
Authority and the Executive 
Authority. 

For their part, the Majlis 
hosts and guests expressed 
their gratitude for His Royal 
Highness’s visit.

His Highness Shaikh Isa bin 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
accompanied His Royal High-
ness during his Majlis visits.

Deputy King during a Majlis

Withdrawal 
underway
AFP | Hodeida, Yemen 

The UN confirmed a 
withdrawal by Yemen’s 
Huthis from three Red 

Sea ports had begun yesterday, 
while a senior pro-government 
official accused them of faking 
the pullout.

The pullback is a first step 
in implementing a hard-won 
ceasefire deal reached between 
Yemen’s internationally-rec-
ognised government and the 
Iran-backed Huthis late last  
year.

“Yes, it has begun,” said UN 
spokesman Farhan Haq, when 
asked whether redeployment 
of Huthi troops was underway.  

Sources close to the Huthis 
said that the ports were handed 
over to coastguard personnel 
who were in charge before the 

rebels took over almost five 
years ago.

A photographer at Saleef 
port saw  Huthi troops leave 
the facility, and men dressed 
in coastguard uniforms enter, 
adding that these movements 
were observed by the UN.

But the govenor of Hodei-
da, Al-Hasan Taher, said the 

Huthis were merely reshuffling 
personnel.

“The Huthis are staging a 
new ploy by handing over the 
ports of Hodeida, Saleef and 
Ras Issa to themselves without 
any monitoring by the United 
Nations and the government 
side,” the government-appoint-
ed official said.

Huthi rebels stand at attention at the Saleef port in the Red Sea port of 
Hodeidah

US sends naval 
strike group 

Washington, United States

The United States con-
firmed yesterday it is 

deploying an amphibious 
assault ship and a Patriot 
missile battery to bolster 
an aircraft carrier and B-52 
bombers already sent to the 
Gulf. In response to alleged 
threats from Iran, the USS 
Arlington, which transports 
marines, amphibious vehi-
cles, conventional landing 
craft and rotary aircraft, and 
the Patriot air defence sys-
tem will join the Abraham 
Lincoln carrier group, the 
Pentagon announced.

The carrier and a B-52 
bomber task force were or-
dered towards the Gulf, as 
Washington reiterated that 
intelligence reports sug-
gested Iran was planning 
some sort of attack in the 
region.

Premier opens revamped Muharraq Central Market 

TDT | Manama 

The newly revamped Cen-
tral Market in the Mu-
harraq Governorate, now 

four times the size of the old 
market, was opened yesterday 
by Prime Minister HRH Prince 
Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa. 

The three-storey market, 
which spreads over an area of 
28,000 sqm, features 180-car 
underground parking, 61 mul-
ti-purpose commercial outlets, 
outlets for vegetables, meat and 

fish, in addition to the LuLu hy-
permarket on the entire first 
floor.

Following the inauguration, 
HRH the Premier ordered to 
continue maintaining the tem-
porary buildings there and to 
allow it at the same rent to those 
who want to stay there. 

The Premier also ordered to 
re-organise the area to create 
more parking lots and facilitate 
traffic movement.

Muharraq, HRH the Premier 
said, deserves mega develop-

ment projects to consolidate 
its urban growth in line with 
government’s development and 
urbanisation strategy.

The strategy follows the direc-
tives of His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa to enhance 
development across towns and 
villages in the Kingdom. 

“Central markets should sup-
port small traders and their 
livelihoods, as well as open up 
new horizons for encouraging 
investments,” HRH Premier said.

While attending the open-

ing ceremony of the new-look 
Muharraq Central Market, HRH 
Premier was briefed by the Min-
ister of Works, Municipalities 
Affairs and Urban Planning, 
Essam bin Abdulla Khalaf, on 
the implementation stages of 
the project, as well as about its 
economic and commercial im-
portance.

The Prime Minister ex-
changed talks with a number 
of the traders about commer-
cial activities. HRH Premier 
expressed also his admiration 

for the market’s design and ar-
chitectural style that combine 
modernity and Muharraq’s au-
thenticity. 

Promote sustainable growth: CP

TDT | Manama 

HRH the Crown Prince yester-
day stressed the importance of 

promoting environmental sustaina-
bility and environmentally friendly 
technologies to promote inclusive, 
sustainable growth.

Pursuing sustainable develop-
ment, His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa said, 
will ensure the preservation of nat-
ural resources and secure the future 
of generations to come.

The Crown Prince, Deputy Su-
preme Commander, and First Dep-
uty Prime Minister was visiting the 
Majlis of Mohammed bin Abdullah 
Al Mannai, the Majlis of Eshaq Ab-
dulrahman, Mohammed Yousif Na-
jibi, and Mustafa Abullatif families, 

which was officially opened by HRH 
the Crown Prince, the Majlis of the 
Al Jishi and Al Khozaei families, 
and the Majlis of the sons of the late 
Abdulkarim Al Ansari.

HRH the Crown Prince said it is 
important to investing in the skillset 
of the Kingdom’s national work-
force as well as providing them with 
quality jobs to achieve the King-
dom’s development goals, under 
the leadership of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.

In this regard, HRH the Crown 
Prince hailed the remarkable 
achievements of Bahraini women. 

HH Shaikh Isa bin Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa and HH Shaikh 
Mohammed bin Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa accompanied HRH the 
Crown Prince to the Majlis visits.

HRH Crown Prince visiting a Majlis yesterday

‘Dismantle’ 
UNRWA: US
US calls for dismantling Palestinian refugee agency
United Nations, United States 

The United States called yesterday 
for dismantling the United Nations 
Palestinian refugee agency UNR-

WA, weeks before unveiling the economic 
aspects of its long-awaited Middle East 
peace plan.

Addressing the UN Security Council, US 
adviser Jason Greenblatt said UNRWA was 
a “bandaid” and that it was time to hand 
over services assured by the UN agency to 
countries hosting the Palestinian refugees 
and NGOs.

“The UNRWA model has failed the Pales-
tinian people,” Greenblatt told the council.

Last year, President Donald Trump’s 
administration cut all funding to UNRWA, 
arguing that it was flawed as Washington 

pressed ahead with work on proposals for 
an Israeli-Palestinian solution.

Greenblatt, who along with Trump’s 
son-in-law Jared Kushner is drafting the 
peace proposals, said it was time to “start a 
conversation about planning the transition 
of UNRWA services to host governments, 
or to other international or local non-gov-
ernmental organizations, as appropriate.”

Founded in 1949, UNRWA provides ed-
ucation and health services to some five 
million Palestinians in Jordan, Lebanon, 
Syria, the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, 
including East Jerusalem.

The United States will hold a conference 
in Bahrain next month focused on the 
economic aspects of the peace plan that 
Greenblatt said has the “potential to unlock 
a prosperous future for the Palestinians.”

Bahraini wins top ME award for underwater picture
TDT | Manama

Mohammed Zafran

A Bahraini was among 
t h e  w i n n e r s  o f  a 
p r e s t i g i o u s   m i d -

d l e  e a st e r n  p h o t o g ra p hy  
competition. 

Hani Badr, an employee at 
the fisheries department of the 
Ministry of Works, Municipal 
Affairs and Urban Planning, 
won the award. 

A stunning image of a fisher-
man with his catch underwater 
earned Badr the award.

The World Organisation for 

Animal Health photo-competi-
tion 2019 was organised by the 
World Organisation for Animal 
Health. 

“I’m extremely pleased in 
winning this award and happy 
to have represented Bahrain on 
a high level,” Badr said.

On the winning image, he 
said, “The shot happened par-
tially underwater.”

“The picture shows fish being 
caught with a net,” he said. 

“I used special equipment 
w h i c h  wa s  q u i t e  ex p e n -
sive, but I am happy to have  
invested.”

Badr(left) holding the picture that won the competition with the Undersecretary 
of Agricultural and Marine Wealth of the Ministry of Works, Municipality Affairs, 
Urban Planning, Shaikh Mohammed bin Ahmed Al Khalifa

India claims fastest 
cruise missile
New Delhi, India

India said the world’s fast-
est cruise missile passed 

another key test  yesterday 
when it successfully hit a 
land target after being fired 
from a fighter jet.

India is developing the 
supersonic BrahMos mis-
sile -- which has a top speed 
of 3,450 kilometres (2,140 
miles) per hour -- with Rus-
sia, and according to media 
reports wants to soon start 
selling it abroad.

The missile is one-and-
a-half times faster than the 
old Concorde supersonic 
jet.

LuLu hypermarket in 
Muharraq 

LuLu Group’s 8th hyper-
market in the Kingdom 

was inaugurated yesterday by 
Deputy Prime Minister, Shai-
kh Khalid bin Abdullah Al 
Khalifa. (Full story on page 3)

HRH Premier inaugurating Muharraq Central Market HRH PM with Yousif Ali M.A, the Chairman and Managing Director of LuLu Group


