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United States acquires 
control of the Panama 
Canal Zone for $10 
million

US Marines raise American flag on top of Mt. 
Suribachi, Iwo Jima. Photo of which by Joe 

Rosenthall later became iconic, inspiring the 
Marine Corps War Memorial sculpture

1st mass inoculation against Polio with 
the Jonas Salk vaccine takes place at Ar-
senal Elementary School in Pittsburgh

Osama bin Laden 
publishes a fatwa 

declaring jihad against 
all Jews and Crusaders
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I am deeply saddened 
and extremely con-

cerned by the attack to-
day on a humanitarian 
convoy outside Goma, 
#DRC which left three 
people dead, including 
the Italian Ambassador 
to the Flag of Congo - 
Kinshasa. My condolenc-
es to all their families as 
well as the government 
and people of #Italy.

@DrTedros

Tomorrow and my 
brother Sheikh Mo-

hammed bin Zayed, I 
chair a ministerial re-
treat .. during which we 
will discuss the state’s 
priorities for the next 50 
years ..

@HHShkMohd

Cowardly Republicans, 
afraid of democracy, 

want to make it harder 
for people to participate 
in the political process. 
What are they afraid of? 
Our job is to make it eas-
ier to vote, increase voter 
turnout and strengthen 
our democracy. Togeth-
er, we will end voter sup-
pression.

@BernieSanders

If there’s one message I 
want to cut through to 

everyone in this country, 
it’s this: The vaccines are 
safe. For yourself, your 
family, your community, 
our country — take the 
vaccine when it’s your 
turn and available. That’s 
how we’ll beat this pan-
demic..

@POTUS

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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112,102,423

2,480,696

87,496,047

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+148,171

+2,817

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 178,151 10,353 137,837 29,961

Saudi 
Arabia

375,333 +327 6,466 +5 366,412 2,455

UAE 372,530 +2,105 1,140 +15 363,052 8,338

Kuwait 184,090 1,044 172,227 10,819

Oman 139,692 +330 1,555 +3 130,653 7,484

Qatar 160,889 +463 257 +1 150,715 9,917

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 28,771,534

2 India 11,009,784

3 Brazil 10,168,174

4 Brazil 10,168,174

5 UK 4,126,150

6 France 3,605,181

7 Spain 3,133,122

8 Italy 2,818,863

9 Turkey 2,646,526

10 Germany 2,396,241

11 Colombia 2,226,262

12 Argentina 2,064,334

13 Mexico 2,041,380

14 Poland 1,642,658

G l o b a l  t a l l y

C O V I D - 1 : 9  C o u n t r i e s  w o r s t  a f f e c t e d

Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u Prince Philip, the 
husband of Britain’s Queen 
Elizabeth, is “OK”, Prince 
William said on Monday after 
his 99-year-old grandfather 
spent a sixth night in 
hospital. Philip, the Duke of 
Edinburgh, was admitted to hospital on 
Tuesday as a precautionary measure 
after feeling ill with an ailment that was not 
related to COVID-19. “Yes, he’s OK, they’re 
keeping an eye on him,” William said on 
a visit to a vaccination centre in eastern 
England. Royal reporters said he delivered 
his message with a wink.

u Italy’s ambassador to the Democratic Republic of Congo and two other 
people were killed yesterday in an attack on a United Nations convoy in eastern 
Congo, Italy’s foreign ministry and park authorities said. The convoy was attacked 
at around 10:15 a.m. (0815 GMT)during an attempted kidnap by assailants near 

the town of Kanyamahoro, a few kilometres (miles) north of the regional capital 
Goma, the Virunga National Park told Reuters.

u Alphabet 
Inc’s Google 
will resume 
accepting political 
advertisements 
in the United 
States from Feb. 
24, according to an email to advertisers seen by Reuters. Google paused such 
advertisements in January following the violence at U.S. Capitol and in the run 
up to the presidential inauguration. “We will continue to rigorously enforce our 
ads policies, which strictly prohibit demonstrably false information that could 
significantly undermine trust in elections or the democratic process,” a company 
spokeswoman said, confirming the move.

u The World Health Organization has agreed a no-fault 
compensation plan for claims of serious side effects in people in 92 
poorer countries due to get COVID-19 vaccines via the COVAX sharing scheme, 
resolving a big concern among recipient governments. The programme, 

which the WHO said was the first and only vaccine 
injury compensation mechanism operating on an 
international scale, will offer eligible people “a fast, 
fair, robust and transparent process”, the WHO said 
in a statement. “By providing a no-fault lump-sum 
compensation in full and final settlement of any 

claims, the COVAX programme aims to significantly reduce the need for recourse 
to the law courts, a potentially lengthy and costly process,” the statement said.

Italian 
envoy and two 
others killed in 
attack on UN 
convoy in Congo

Google to 
resume accepting 
political ads in 
US

WHO agrees 
compensation fund 
for serious COVAX 
vaccine side effects

UK’s Prince 
Philip is ‘OK’, 
says grandson 

Prince William

KNOW WHAT

The United States, Can-
ada and Britain have 
imposed sanctions on 
the generals running 

Myanmar.

Protestors defy Junta’s kill threat 
• Junta  cautioned 
protesters against inciting 
“riot and anarchy”

• But protesters 
appeared undeterred 
Monday

• Junta has also 
severely curbed internet 
access overnight for 
eight straight days

AFP News

The Myanmar junta warned 
anti-coup protesters they 
could die but thousands 

of people took to the streets again 
on Monday, with tensions soaring 
over the deaths of four demon-
strators.

Much of Myanmar has been in 
uproar over the generals oust-
ing and detaining civilian leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi three weeks 
ago.

Massive street demonstrations 
have taken place across the coun-
try, while a civil disobedience 
campaign has choked many gov-
ernment operations as well as 
businesses.

“Protesters are now inciting the 
people, especially emotional teen-
agers and youths, to a confronta-
tion path where they will suffer 
the loss of life,” said a statement 
on state-run broadcaster MRTV 
on Sunday.

The statement, read out in 
Burmese with text of the English 
version on the screen, cautioned 
protesters against inciting “riot 

and anarchy”.
The warning followed the 

deadliest weekend since the coup 
-- two people were killed when 
security forces fired at protesters 
in the city of Mandalay, and a 
third man was shot dead in Yan-
gon.

A young woman also died on 
Friday after being shot in the head 
at a protest and spending almost a 
fortnight on life support.

They, woman whose funeral 
was held on Sunday, was the first 
confirmed fatality of the protests, 
and she has emerged as a potent 
symbol of the anti-junta move-
ment.

United Nations special rappor-
teur Tom Andrews said he was 

deeply concerned by the junta’s 
new threat.

“Warning to the junta: Unlike 
1988, actions by security forces 
are being recorded & you will be 
held accountable,” he tweeted.

But protesters appeared unde-
terred Monday, with thousands 
gathering in two neighbourhoods 
of Yangon, Myanmar’s biggest city 
and commercial hub.

“We came out today to join in 
the protest, to fight until we win,” 
said Kyaw Kyaw, a 23-year-old 
university student.

“We are worried about the 
crackdown, but we will move 
forward. We are so angry.”

In the Bahan township area, 
demonstrators sat on a stretch of 
road and created a sea of yellow 
and red banners in support of 
Suu Kyi.

Yangon residents woke up to a 
heavy security presence, includ-
ing police and military trucks on 
the roads and an embassy district 
barricaded.

Markets and shops were ex-
pected to remain closed in soli-

darity with the protesters.
There were also demonstra-

tions in the cities of Myitkyina 
and Dawei.

Protesters also took to streets 
of Naypidaw, the capital, on mo-
torbikes.

‘Flagrant interference’
Myanmar’s generals have re-

sponded to the uprising by ramp-
ing up gradually ratcheting up the 
use of force, and the number of 
political prisoners.

Troops and police have used 
rubber bullets, tear gas, water 
cannon and even live rounds on 
occasion.

Authorities have detained 640 
people since the coup, according 
to the monitoring group Assis-
tance Association for Political 
Prisoners.

Those targeted include rail-
way workers, civil servants and 
bank staff who have walked off 
their jobs as part of the anti-coup 
campaign.

The junta has also severely 
curbed internet access overnight 
for eight straight days, accord-
ing to the monitoring group Net-
Blocks.

Myanmar’s foreign ministry on 
Sunday justified its use of force 
against protesters, and accused 
the United Nations and other 
governments of “flagrant inter-
ference” in the country’s internal 
affairs.

“Despite facing the unlawful 
demonstrations, incitements of 
unrest and violence, the author-
ities concerned are exercising 
utmost restraint through min-
imum use of force to address 
the disturbances,” it said in a  
statement.

A young woman who died after being shot at a protest in Myanmar’s capital has become a potent symbol of the pro-democracy 
movement

Bolsonaro popularity tumbles in Brazil, shows CNT poll
Reuters | Brasilia

Brazilian right-wing President 
Jair Bolsonaro’s approval rat-

ing slumped to 32.9% in February, 
from 41.2% in October, according 
to a poll published on Monday by 
transport association CNT.

The poll was conducted be-
tween Thursday and Saturday 
last week and so partially includes 
reaction to Bolsonaro’s Friday de-
cision to install a retired general 
with no oil and gas experience as 
chief executive of state oil compa-
ny Petroleo Brasileiro SA.

The announced shakeup and 
his criticism of the company’s 
pricing policy sent Petrobras 
shares tumbling on Friday and 
they continued to fall on Monday, 

as the intervention sent Brazil’s 
financial markets into a tailspin.

The poll showed the Bolsonaro 
government’s bad/terrible nega-
tive rating has jumped to 35.5% 
from 27.2% in October, while dis-
approval of his personal perfor-
mance as president has risen to 
51.4% from 43.2%.

With his sights set on re-elec-
tion in 2022, Bolsonaro has 
blasted “excessive” fuel prices 
and vowed to tackle electricity 
prices next, looking to shore up 
his popularity with an aggressive 
approach to bringing down Bra-
zilians’ cost of living.

On Saturday, the right-wing 
populist cast rising prices as an 
attack on him and vowed to revert 
the trend himself.

UK royals in TV head-to-head with Prince Harry and Meghan
Reuters | London

Queen Elizabeth and other 
senior British royals will ap-

pear in a TV programme to discuss 
the importance of the Common-
wealth on the same day that Op-
rah Winfrey’s interview of her 
grandson Prince Harry and his 
wife Meghan is aired.

For almost 50 years, the royal 
family have attended an annual 
Commonwealth Day service at 
London’s Westminster Abbey in 

March, but it has been cancelled 
this year because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Instead, the 94-year-old mon-
arch, who heads the association of 
54 nations, will deliver a televised 
message as part of a programme 
entitled “A Celebration for Com-
monwealth Day”, which will be 
broadcast on the BBC on March 7, 
the Abbey said.

There will also be contribu-
tions from heir-to-the-throne 

Prince Charles and from the next 
in line, Prince William, with his 
wife Kate.

That means it will air hours 
before Harry and Meghan’s much 
anticipated tell-all, their first 
in-depth interview since they 
moved to the United States, will 
be broadcast on CBS.

Winfrey’s scoop comes at a 
time when the couple have been 
making international headlines 
with the announcement that they 

are expecting a second child and 
news that they are quitting their 
royal roles for good.

“We are so pleased that this rich 
and vibrant BBC programme with 
the Royal Family and the Abbey at 
its heart will celebrate our glob-
al connections at a time when 
we are all so physically isolated,” 
said David Hoyle, the Dean of 
Westminster. Harry and Meghan 
attended the Commonwealth Day 
service in person last year. 

‘I was panicking’
Passenger recalls earlier Boeing 777 jet failure over Japan
Reuters | Tokyo

When Naru Kurokawa 
heard news at the week-

end that an engine had caught 
fire on a Boeing 777 while over 
the United States, he recalled 
his own fear in December when 
an engine also failed as he was 
flying over Japan on the same 
model of jet.

“I was panicking in my head, 
thinking about how I was 
maybe going to die,” said the 
40-year-old, describing his 
alarm when the Japan Airlines 
Co Ltd (JAL) Boeing 777 he was 
on was forced to make an emer-
gency landing about 40 minutes 
after take off.

“I thought I would go insane 
if I accepted the thought of 
death, so I focussed on taking 
videos of the situation,” he said 
of the Dec. 4 flight to Tokyo 
that was forced to return to 
Okinawa airport because of a 
malfunction in the left engine.

He posted the video on his 
Twitter account. 

On Saturday, a United Air-
lines Boeing 777 suffered an 
engine fire, scattering debris 
over the U.S. city of Denver 
and prompting Boeing to urge 
airlines to suspend flights of 
777s that use the same Pratt & 
Whitney PW4000 engines.

Japan’s transport ministry 
ordered JAL and ANA Holdings 

Inc on Sunday to suspend use 
of 777s with that engine type 
while it considered whether to 
take additional measures.

“Watching videos of the Unit-
ed Airlines flight and engines in 
flames brought back the fear I 
experienced,” said Kurokawa, a 
web director and musician from 
Okinawa.

He had been making a video 
from his seat next to the win-
dow on the left side of the plane 
as he heard a loud ripping noise 
followed by a huge shake.

An employee of the Okina-
wa Times newspaper Minako 
Kuroshima, who was also on 
that JAL plane, wrote after-

wards that a pilot told passen-
gers the plane was flying with 
only the right engine.

The JAL plane made an emer-
gency landing. There were no 
injuries among the 11 crew or 
178 passengers, local media re-
ported.

Japan Transport Safety Board 
said on Dec. 28 that two of the 
left engine’s fan blades were 
found damaged, one from fa-
tigue fracture. Damage was also 
seen in other parts of the plane 
including the engine cowl and 
fuselage. A safety board spokes-
man said on Monday the inves-
tigation into the JAL incident 
was continuing.

United Airlines flight UA328, carrying 231 passengers and 10 crew on board, 
returns to Denver International Airport with its starboard engine on fire after 
it called a Mayday alert, over Denver, Colorado, U.S

Iran threatens to enrich 
uranium to 60% purity
Reuters | Dubai

Upping the ante in a stand-
off with Washington, Iran’s 

Supreme Leader yesterday 
threatened to enrich uranium 
up to 60% purity. 

“Iran’s uranium enrichment 
level will not be limited to 20%. 
We will increase it to whatever 
level the country needs...We 
may increase it to 60%,” state 
television quoted Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei as saying. 

He also accused Americans 
and Europeans of using unjust 
language against Iran, white 
threatening to hang on to its 
stance. “Our stance will not 
change,” Khamenei said.

He repeated a denial that Iran 
would ever seek to build nucle-
ar weapons.

Khamenei also added that 
the Islamic Republic had never 
pursued the construction or use 
of nuclear weapons as this was 
forbidden by its religion.

Blinken, addressing the Con-
ference on Disarmament in Ge-
neva, said in a pre-recorded 
speech: “The United States re-
mains committed to ensuring 
that Iran never acquires a nu-
clear weapon. Diplomacy is the 
best path to achieve that goal.”

Biden has said that if Iran 
came back into “strict compli-
ance” with the 2015 pact, his 
administration would do the 
same, according to Blinken.

“Working with allies and 
partners, we will also seek to 
lengthen and strengthen the 
JCPOA (Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action, or nuclear deal) 
and address other areas of con-
cern, including Iran’s destabi-
lising regional behaviour and 
ballistic missile development 
and proliferation,” Blinken said.

An Iranian soldier stands guard inside 
the Natanz uranium enrichment 
facility, 322km (200 miles) south of 
Iran’s capital Tehran

Oil spill off Israel reaches S.Lebanese beaches
Reuters | Beirut

Lebanon’s caretaker prime 
minister Hassan Diab said 

yesterday he was following up 
on an oil spill that may have 
originated from a ship pass-
ing near the Israeli coast and 
has now reached the southern 
shores of Lebanon.

Israeli officials said on Sun-
day they were trying to find 
the ship responsible for the 
spill that drenched much of its 
Mediterranean shoreline with 

tar, an environmental blow that 
will take months or years to 
clean up.

Lebanon’s Diab has tasked 
the defence minister, environ-
ment minister and the National 
Council for Scientific Research 
with the follow-up, a statement 
from his office said.

The sticky black deposits that 
showed up on Israeli beach-
es were visible on Monday on 
beaches in a nature reserve in 
Tyre, south Lebanon.

A man walks along a beach in 
the aftermath of an oil spill that 
drenched much of the Mediterranean 
shoreline, in Tyre nature reserve

Libyan interior minister’s 
convoy in shootout he calls 
assassination attempt
Reuters | Tripoli

Libyan Interior Minister 
Fathi Bashagha said he 

escaped a “well-planned” as-
sassination attempt on Sun-
day in which gunmen fired on 
his motorcade in the capital 
Tripoli, though an armed force 
that said its members were 
involved disputed his account.

S p e a k i n g  t o  R e u t e r s , 
Bashagha said a vehicle start-
ed encroaching on his convoy 
and people inside the vehicle 
opened fire, leading to an ex-
change of fire in which one 
of his guards and one of the 

attackers were killed.
“It is not an incident that 

came by chance, but was well-
planned,” Bashagha said.

Fathi Bashagha


