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HISTORY
In a coronation ceremony, Zhu Yuanzhang, 
aged 40, ascends to the throne of China as the 
Hongwu Emperor, initiating Ming Dynasty 
rule over China that lasts for three centuries

Shaanxi Earthquake, the 
deadliest ever recorded, 
kills 830,000 in Shaanxi 

Province, China

Israeli Knes-
set declares 
Jerusalem the 
capital of Israel

China locks down the city of Wuhan 
and its 9 million people in a belated 

but ultimately successful effort to 
control the city’s COVID-19 outbreak
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Deeply anguished by 
the mishap in Doda, 

in which we have lost our 
brave army personnel. 
Their service to the na-
tion will be remembered 
forever. May the injured 
recover at the earliest. 
All possible support is 
being provided to those 
affected.

@narendramodi

We will not toler-
ate any violation. 

This morning, the French 
Navy boarded an oil tank-
er coming from Russia, 
subject to international 
sanctions and suspect-
ed of flying a false flag.                    
The operation was con-
ducted on the high seas in 
the Mediterranean, with 
the support of several of 
our allies. It was carried 
out in strict compliance 
with the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of 
the Sea. A judicial investi-
gation has been opened. 
The vessel has been di-
verted.

@EmmanuelMacron

De l i g h t e d  t o  a n -
nounce the exten-

sion of the @WHO–@
Novartis memorandum 
of understanding, con-
tinuing the provision of 
free multidrug therapy 
for #leprosy treatment 
and expanding support 
to include funding for 
single-dose rifampicin 
for post-exposure proph-
ylaxis.

@DrTedros

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u The death toll from a 
mall fire in Pakistan’s biggest city rose 
to at least 55 people on Thursday, 
with rescuers in Karachi still searching 
for more missing in the devastating 
inferno. Investigators are yet to 
announce what caused the fire, five 
days after the blaze gutted the three-
storey Gul Plaza. “A total of 55 bodies 
have been recovered since Saturday night,” 
said Javed Nabi Khoso, deputy commissioner 
of Karachi’s southern district. Families have 
criticised the slow pace of the recovery 
operation, with more than 50 giving DNA samples in the hope of finding their 
missing relatives. “We will hand over the bodies to the family, once DNA samples 
are matched,” health official Summaiya Syed told journalists on Wednesday. 
Faraz Ali, whose father and 26-year-old brother were inside the mall, told AFP he 
wants “the bodies to be recovered and handed over to their rightful families”.

u The restart of the world’s largest nuclear 
power plant was suspended in Japan yesterday, 
with the operator saying it does not know when the 
problem would be solved. The Kashiwazaki-Kariwa 
plant in Niigata province had been closed since the 
2011 Fukushima disaster, but operations to relaunch it 

had begun on Wednesday after it received the final green light from the nuclear 
regulator. However, its operator the Tokyo Electric Power Company (TEPCO) 
said Thursday that “an alarm from the monitoring system... sounded during the 
reactor startup procedures”, causing it to suspend operations. “We don’t expect 
this to be solved within a day or two. There is no telling at the moment how long it 
will take,” site superintendent Takeyuki Inagaki told a news conference. “We will 
for now fully focus on trying to identify the cause of what happened,” he said.

u Talks to end the war in Ukraine have made “a lot of progress” and are 
“down to one issue” between Kyiv and Moscow, US special envoy Steve Witkoff 
said on Thursday ahead of a trip to Russia. “I think 
we’ve got it down to one issue, and we have discussed 
iterations of that issue, and that means it’s solvable. 
So if both sides want to solve this, we’re going to get 
it solved,” Witkoff said at a Ukrainian event on the 
sidelines of the World Economic Forum in Davos. 
Asked by AFP for details about the remaining issue, 
Witkoff declined to comment, saying he would talk 
after his trip. President Donald Trump’s envoy will 
travel to the Russian capital later on Thursday with 
the US leader’s son-in-law Jared Kushner. Witkoff 
said the pair would not stay in the Russian capital 
overnight and would fly straight to Abu Dhabi, where 
talks would continue in “military to military” working groups. Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said in December there were two main sticking points in a 
draft plan being negotiated with the United States.

Japan 
suspends restart 
of world’s biggest 

nuclear plant

Trump envoy 
says Ukraine-
Russia talks ‘down 

to one issue’

Death toll in 
Pakistan mall fire 

rises to at least 55

Donald Trump was the first 
United States president to 
take office without having 

previously held elected 
public office or served in the 

military.

KNOW WHAT

‘Sinners’ breaks all-time Oscars 
record with 16 nominations

Los Angeles, United States

Vampire period horror film 
“Sinners” smashed the 

all-time Oscars record with 
16 nominations, the Academy 
announced yesterday.

The blues-inflected drama 
set in the 1930s segregated 
US South from director Ryan 
Coogler scored nominations in 
nearly every category possible, 
including best picture.

It blasted past the previous 
record of 14, jointly held by “All 
About Eve,” “Titanic” and “La 
La Land.”

The tally included a best ac-
tor nomination for Michael 
B. Jordan, who plays twins 
battling supernatural forces 
and racists, as well as nods for 

everything from screenplay 
to score.

“Sinners” also picked up a 
nomination for best casting, 
the first new category to be 
added to Hollywood’s most 
prestigious awards in more 
than two decades.

“One Battle After Another” 
came second with 13 nods in-
cluding best actor for Leonar-
do DiCaprio.

The top two films both 
came from Warner Bros, 
the movie studio that is cur-
rently the target of a bidding 
war between Netflix and  
Paramount.

“Frankenstein,” “Marty Su-
preme,” and “Sentimental Val-
ue” each bagged nine nomina-
tions, while “Hamnet” secured 
eight.

(L/R) US actors Lewis Pullman, Danielle Brooks, British producer Lynette 
Howell Taylorm and Bill Kramer, CEO of the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences pose for pictures during the 98th Academy Awards 
nominations announcement at the Samuel Goldwyn Theatre in Beverly Hills, 
California,

Oscar best 
picture nominees
Los Angeles, United 
States

The following are the 
nominees for the best 

picture Oscar, which will 
be handed out on March 
15 in Hollywood:

“Bugonia”
“F1”
“Frankenstein”
“Hamnet”
“Marty Supreme”
“One Battle After An-

other”
“The Secret Agent”
“Sentimental Value”
“Sinners”

“Train Dreams”

Oscar best 
director nominees

Paul Thomas Anderson, 
“One Battle After Anoth-
er”

Ryan Coogler, “Sinners”
Josh Safdie, “Marty Su-

preme”
Joachim Trier, “Senti-

mental Value”
Chloe Zhao, “Hamnet”

Oscar best 
actor nominees

Timothee Chalamet, 
“Marty Supreme”

Leonardo DiCaprio, 
“One Battle After Anoth-
er”

Ethan Hawke, “Blue 
Moon”

Michael B. Jordan, “Sin-
ners”

Wagner Moura, “The 
Secret Agent”

Oscar best 
actress nominees

J e s s i e  B u c k l e y , 
“Hamnet”

Rose Byrne, “If I Had 
Legs I’d Kick You”

Kate Hudson, “Song 
Sung Blue”

Renate Reinsve, “Senti-
mental Value”

Emma Stone, “Bugonia”

Oscar best 
international film 
nominees

"The Secret  Agent" 
(Brazil)

"It Was Just an Acci-
dent" (France)

"Sentimental Value" 
(Norway)

"Sirat" (Spain)
"The Voice of Hind Ra-

jab" (Tunisia)

Oscar best 
supporting actor 
nominees 

Benicio Del Toro, "One 
Battle After Another"

Jacob Elordi, "Franken-
stein"

Delroy Lindo, "Sinners"
Sean Penn, "One Battle 

After Another"
Stellan Skarsgard, "Sen-

timental Value"

Trump unveils Board of Peace, 
'New Gaza' plans at Davos

Countries have been asked to pay $1 billion for permanent membership

• Key US allies 
including France 
and Britain have 
expressed doubts

• A large part of the 
ceremony was devoted 
to talking about its plans 
for shattered Gaza

• Trump said he 
expected around 50 
countries to join

• Gaza’s newly 
appointed administrator 
said in a video message 
that the Rafah border 
crossing between Egypt 
and the Gaza Strip 
will reopen in both 
directions next week.

AFP | Davos, Switzerland

US President Donald Trump 
unveiled his new Board of 
Peace at Davos yesterday, 

casting himself again as a global 
peacemaker despite widespread 
scepticism over a plan that aims 
to rewrite the global order.

Trump officials also unveiled 
ambitious plans for a "New Gaza" 
during the ceremony at the 
World Economic Forum, with 
the US leader describing the dev-
astated Palestinian territory as 
"great real estate."

The board was created after 
Trump expressed frustration at 
failing to win the Nobel Peace 
Prize and ramped up his accu-
sations that the United Nations 
had failed to resolve a host of 
international conflicts.

"Well this is exciting," Trump 
said as he was joined on stage 
by leaders and officials from 19 
countries to sign the Board of 
Peace's founding charter in the 
Swiss ski resort

"This board has the chance to 
be one of the most consequential 
bodies ever created," he said.

The Board of Peace, of which 
Trump is the chairman, was in-
itially designed to oversee the 
Gaza truce and the reconstruc-

tion of the strip after the war 
between Hamas and Israel.

But its purpose has since mor-
phed into resolving all sorts of 
international conflicts, sparking 
concerns that the US president 
wants to create a rival to the UN.

However, countries have been 
asked to pay $1 billion for perma-
nent membership of the board.

And the invitation for Russia's 
Vladimir Putin, whose country 
invaded Ukraine in 2022, has 
sparked controversy.

Gaza ’master plan’
Key US allies including France 

and Britain have expressed 
doubts, with London saying 
Thursday it would not attend 
the ceremony.

Trump however told the gath-
ering of the global elite in the 
Swiss mountain resorts that the 
organisation would work "in 
conjunction" with the United 
Nations.

A large part of the ceremony 
was devoted to talking about its 
plans for shattered Gaza.

Gaza's newly appointed ad-
ministrator said in a video mes-
sage that the Rafah border cross-
ing between Egypt and the Gaza 
Strip will reopen in both direc-
tions next week.

Then Trump's son-in-law 
Jared Kushner, like the presi-
dent a former property devel-

oper, showed slides of what he 
billed a "master plan" for its re-
construction.

The slides included maps of 
new settlements in the Gaza 
Strip and artist renderings of 
gleaming seafront hotels and 
apartments under the caption 
"New Gaza".

"It could be a hope. It could 
be a destination," Kushner said.

Trump however told Hamas 
to disarm under the next phase 
of the Gaza ceasefire accord or it 
would be the "end of them". He 
added that he was ready to "talk" 
with regional foe Iran.

’Not so popular’
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-

jamin Netanyahu, who faces an 
International Criminal Court 
arrest warrant over the war in 
Gaza, had said he would join but 
was not at the ceremony.

The representatives of the 19 
countries on stage with Trump 
included two close populist al-
lies, Hungary's Viktor Orban 
and Argentina's Javier Milei, and 
officials from a host of Middle 
Eastern monarchies. 

Trump joked that they were "in 
most cases very popular leaders, 
some cases not so popular".

“That’s the way it goes in life,” 
he said.

Trump said he expected 
around 50 countries to join but 

the full extent of its membership 
remains unclear.

Egypt said President Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi had accepted 
Trump’s invitation to join but 
he was not on stage.

Trump meanwhile said Putin 
had agreed to join, though the 
Russian leader said he was still 
studying the invite.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky, who met Trump at 
Davos on Thursday, has also been 
invited but has said that he could 
not envisage working alongside 
arch-foe Putin.

Trump said yesterday he was 
hopeful of a deal soon to end Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine -- which 
he admits he thought would be 
the easiest conflict to resolve but 
has proved the hardest.

US President Donald Trump holds a signed founding charter at the “Board of Peace” meeting during the World Economic 
Forum (WEF) annual meeting in Davos

US, Denmark to renegotiate 1951 
Greenland defence pact: source

AFP | Davos, Switzerland

The United States and Den-
mark will renegotiate a 1951 

defence pact on Greenland, a 
source familiar with talks be-
tween President Donald Trump 
and NATO chief Mark Rutte told 
AFP Thursday.

The source said that European 
allies would also step up Arctic 

security, but insisted that placing 
American bases on Greenland 
under US sovereignty had not 
been discussed.

"The 1951 agreement will get 
renegotiated," the source said.

The defence agreement, up-
dated in 2004, already gives 
Washington freedom to ramp 
up its troop deployments, pro-
vided it informs the authorities 

in Denmark and Greenland in  
advance.

The US currently has one base 
on Greenland -- the Pituffik 
Space Base on the northwest of 
the island that constitutes a cru-
cial link in the US missile defence 
system.

Trump on Wednesday an-
nounced a framework deal 
after talks with Rutte at the 

World Economic Forum in 
Davos, but the details of the 
purported agreement remained  
vague.

Rutte said on Thursday one 
"work stream" to emerge from 
the meeting was "that we en-
sure that the Chinese and the 
Russians will not gain access to 
the Greenland economy" or mil-
itarily.

Iran Guards chief says 
'finger on trigger'

Warns US against 'miscalculations'

• Trump has 
repeatedly left open 
the option of new 
military action

• Iranian authorities 
on Wednesday said 3,117 
people were killed

• Rights groups say the 
heavy toll was caused 
by security forces firing 
directly on protesters

• Cctual number of 
those killed could be 
far higher and even 
extend to over 20,000

AFP | Paris, France

The commander of Iran's 
Revolutionary Guards 
yesterday warned Israel 

and the US against "miscalcula-
tions" in the wake of mass pro-
tests, saying the force had its 
"finger on the trigger".

US President Donald Trump 
has repeatedly left open the 
option of new military action 
against the Islamic republic 
after Washington backed and 
joined Israel's 12-day war in 
June.

A fortnight of protests start-
ing in late December shook 
the clerical leadership under 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, but the movement 
has petered out in the face of a 
crackdown that activists say has 
left thousands dead.

Guards commander General 
Mohammad Pakpour warned 
Israel and the United States "to 
avoid any miscalculations, by 
learning from historical experi-
ences and what they learned in 
the 12-day imposed war, so that 
they do not face a more painful 
and regrettable fate".

"The Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps and dear Iran have 
their finger on the trigger, more 
prepared than ever, ready to 
carry out the orders and meas-
ures of the supreme command-
er-in-chief -- a leader dearer 
than their own lives," he said, 
referring to Khamenei.

His comments came in a writ-
ten statement quoted by state 
television marking the nation-
al day in Iran to celebrate the 

Guards, a force whose mission 
is to protect the 1979 Islamic 
revolution from internal and 
external threats.

Pakpour took over as Guards 
commander last year after his 
predecessor Hossein Salami 
was one of several key mil-
itary figures killed in an Is-
raeli strike during the 12-day 
war, losses which revealed 
Israel 's  deep intell igence 
penetration of   the Islamic  
republic.

Giving their first official toll 
from the protests, Iranian au-
thorities on Wednesday said 
3,117 people were killed.

The statement from the Is-
lamic republic's foundation for 
martyrs and veterans sought 
to draw a distinction between 

"martyrs", who it said were 
members of security forces and 
innocent bystanders, and what 
it described as "rioters" backed 
by the US.

Of its toll of 3,117, it said 2,427 
people were martyrs.

However, rights groups say 
the heavy toll was caused by 
security forces firing directly 
on protesters and that the actual 
number of those killed could be 
far higher and even extend to 
over 20,000.

Speaking at the World Eco-
nomic Forum in Davos, Israeli 
President Isaac Herzog said "the 
future for the Iranian people 
can only be in a regime change", 
adding that "the Ayatollah re-
gime is in quite a fragile situ-
ation".

Media representatives walking past the parked buses that were burnt at a depot during recent public protests, in Tehran

YouTuber IShowSpeed hits 50 million 
subscribers in Nigeria on Africa tour

AFP | Lagos, Nigeria

US YouTuber IShowSpeed 
visited Nigeria’s cultural 

and economic capital Lagos 
as part of his African tour on 
Wednesday, where he celebrat-
ed his 21st birthday by hitting 50 
million subscribers.

The YouTube and Twitch 
star’s tour kicked off on Decem-
ber 29, travelling through some 
15 countries across Africa and 
drawing crowds at every stop.

Rolling Stone magazine 
named him the Most Influential 
Creator of 2025 while Forbes 
estimates his net worth at $20 
million.

IShowSpeed began his Lagos 
visit at the bustling Balogun 
Market in the Lagos Island dis-
trict, where crowds heckled him 
and asked for money.

“What are they saying? It’s 

like they’re speaking English, 
but a different kind of English,” 
the influencer, surrounded by 

bodyguards, remarked as he 
quickly left the market.

At Freedom Park, located on 

the site of a former prison, he 
jumped at the spicy kick of his 
first bite of jollof rice before 
heading to the Nike Art Gallery 
-- a must-see for every celebrity 
and high-ranking political fig-
ure who comes to Lagos.

“IShowSpeed is showcasing 
the culture, relationships, cul-
tural differences and food,” Ste-
phen Oluwafisayomi, a 24-year-
old YouTuber known as Ste-
vosky, told AFP at Freedom Park.

“He wants Americans to see 
Africa as a place they can also 
come to,” he added.

At around 6:00 pm (1700 
GMT) IShowSpeed, who was cel-
ebrating his birthday, stopped 
his security convoy at the side of 
the road to watch his YouTube 
channel hit 50 million subscrib-
ers and proceeded to shove his 
face into a cake for the occasion.

US YouTuber and online streamer Darren Jason Watkins Jr, better known as 
IShowSpeed (C) broadcasts to his followers during an event at the Admiralty 
Mall in Lagos


