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In a coronation ceremony, Zhu Yuanzhang as-
cends to the throne of China as the Hongwu 
Emperor, initiating Ming Dynasty rule over 
China that would last for three centuries

Shaanxi Earthquake, the 
deadliest ever recorded, 
kills 830,000 in Shaanxi 
Province, China

US President Richard 
Nixon announces an ac-
cord has been reached 
to end Vietnam War

China locks down the city of Wuhan 
and its 9 million people, in a belated 
but ultimately successful effort to 
control the city’s COVID-19 epidemic
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The American peo-
ple should not have 

to fight tooth-and-nail 
against wealthy and 
powerful corporate in-
terests for decent wages, 
health care, pensions and 
safe working conditions.

@BernieSanders

Canada’s support for 
Ukraine’s sovereign-

ty, security, and territo-
rial integrity is unwa-
vering and unequivocal. 
That’s why, as they face 
unwarranted Russian ag-
gression, we’re provid-
ing a loan that will help 
support their economic 
resilience and their gov-
ernance reforms.

@JustinTrudeau

The UN has a terrible 
record of tracking 

aid funds (e.g., Syria), but 
donor governments can 
set up an independent 
monitoring mechanism 
to ensure that humani-
tarian assistance actually 
reaches the many Afghans 
who urgently need it.

@KenRoth

We need to go into 
emergency mode 

to bring peace to a world 
that sees too little of it. 
The @UN will always 
stand with and pro-
tect those caught up in 
fighting & work to build 
stronger, more resilient 
& peaceful communities.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Pakistani convicted murderer takes 
top school score, wins scholarship
Reuters | Karachi

A Pakistani inmate serving a 
life sentence for murder in 

an overcrowded Karachi prison 
has won a scholarship for fur-
ther study after taking one of 
the highest scores in the city’s 
higher secondary school exams 
last year.

Syed Naeem Shah, 35, scored 
the highest in the general high 
school exams among private 
candidates - that is, among 
non-traditional students - last 
year in Pakistan’s largest city, 
winning a scholarship for fur-
ther studies from the Institute 
of Chartered Accountants of 
Pakistan (ICAP).

“What I have achieved while 
languishing in jail is not pos-
sible if one does not have con-
viction,” Shah told Reuters in 
an interview in Central Prison 
Karachi, built by the British in 
1899 in the port city in south-
eastern Pakistan.

Speaking in a classroom in-
side the prison grounds, Shah 
said he enjoyed school as a child 
but that his family could not af-

ford to continue his education. 
In jail, older inmates who were 
also taking classes motivated 
him and helped him prepare 
for exams. Shah is one of 1,200 
inmates studying in Central 
Prison Karachi, but his suc-

cess is unparalleled, said Saeed 
Soomro, deputy superintendent 
of the prison.

“His results are (also) tanta-
mount to our success,” Soomro 
said, in giving him the opportu-
nity to study and providing him 
with books and materials.

Shah was sentenced to life - 
25 years in Pakistan - in 2018 
for the shooting and killing of 
another man in a personal dis-
agreement in 2010. Years spent 
as a prisoner on trial, plus time 
off for academic achievements, 
good behaviour and blood do-
nations, leaves him with about 
six years to serve.

Deadly fighting between 
IS, Kurd forces in Syria
Islamic State prison break repelled by Kurdish-led forces in northeastern Syria

• US-led coalition 
carry out air strikes 

Reuters | Damascus

Fighting raged for a third 
day yesterday between the 
Islamic State group and 

Kurdish forces in Syria after IS 
attacked a prison housing jihad-
ists, in violence that has claimed 
over 70 lives, a monitor said.

The assault on the Ghwayran 
prison in the northern city of 
Hasakeh is one of IS’s most sig-
nificant since its “caliphate” was 
declared defeated in Syria nearly 
three years ago.

“At least 28 members of the 
Kurdish security forces, five ci-
vilians and 45 members of IS have 
been killed” in the violence, said 
Rami Abdel Rahman, head of the 
Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights.

IS launched the attack on 
Thursday night against the pris-
on housing some 3,500 suspected 
members of the jihadist group, 
including some of its leaders, said 
the Observatory.

The jihadists “seized weapons 
they found” in the detention cen-
tre and freed several fellow IS 
fighters, said the Britain-based 
monitor, which relies on sources 
inside war-torn Syria for its in-
formation.

Hundreds of jihadist inmates 
had since been recaptured but 
dozens were still believed to be 
on the loose, the Observatory said.

With the backing of US-led co-
alition aircraft, Kurdish security 

forces have encircled the pris-
on and are battling to retake full 
control of surrounding neigh-
bourhoods, which jihadists have 
used as a launching pad for their 
attacks.

The Kurdish-dominated Syr-
ian Democratic Forces (SDF)
yesterday said it was continu-
ing “operations to keep security 
in Hasakeh city and the perim-
eter of the Ghwayran prison,” 
with the help of coalition allies 
and Kurdish internal security  
forces.

It said yesterday’s clashes cen-
tred mostly in neighbourhoods 
north of Ghwayran, where it car-
ried out raids and “killed a num-
ber of IS fighters that had attacked 
the jail.”

The jihadist group said in a 
statement released on Friday by 
its Amaq news agency that its 
attack on the jail aimed to “free 

the prisoners”.

 ‘Fat target’ 
IS has carried out regular at-

tacks against Kurdish and gov-
ernment targets in Syria since 
the rump of its once-sprawling 
proto-state was overrun in March 
2019.

Most of their guerrilla attacks 
have been against military targets 
and oil installations in remote ar-
eas, but the Hasakeh prison break 
could mark a new phase in the 
group’s resurgence.

It was not immediately clear 
whether the prison break was 
part of a centrally coordinated 
operation -- timed to coincide 
with an attack on a military base 
in neighbouring Iraq -- or the ac-
tion of a local IS cell.

Analyst Nicholas Heras of the 
Newlines Institute in Washington 
said the jihadist group targeted 

the prison to bolster its numbers.
The Islamic State group “wants 

to move beyond being the terror-
ist and criminal network that it 
has devolved into, and to do that 
it needs more fighters,” he said.

“Prison breaks represent the 
best opportunity for ISIS to regain 
its strength in arms, and Ghway-
ran prison is a nice fat target for 
ISIS because its overcrowded,” 
he said, using another acronym 
for IS.

The prospect of a repeat of the 
attack remains very real, said Col-
in Clarke, research director at the 
New York-based Soufan Center 
think-tank.

“The SDF needs a comprehen-
sive strategy to deal with this 
threat,” he said.

The Kurdish authorities have 
long warned they do not have the 
capacity to hold, let alone put on 
trial, the thousands of IS fighters 
captured in years of operations.
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recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 105,705 6,142 98,413 1,150

Saudi 
Arabia

343,373 +405 5,235 +18 329,715 8,423

UAE 119,132 +1,538 472 +2 111,814 6,846

Kuwait 118,531 +813 721 +7 109,916 7,894

Oman 111,484 +451 1,137 +15 97,367 12,980

Qatar 130,210 +266 225 +1 127,093 2,892

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 8,526,027 226,319

2 India 7,670,537 116,068

3 Brazil 5,274,817 154,888

4 Russia 1,447,335 24,952

5 Spain 1,029,668 34,210

6 Argentina 1,018,999 27,100

7 Colombia 974,139 29,272

8 France 930,745 33,885

9 Peru 874,118 33,875

10 Mexico 860,714 86,893

11 UK 762,542 43,967

12 South Africa 706,304 18,656

13 Iran 545,286 31,346

14 Chile 495,637 13,719
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News in brief 
 u A blast ripped 
through a minivan 
in the western 

Afghan city of Herat yesterday, killing 
at least six people, according to officials. 
Herat commander Mawlawi Ansari told 
Reuters that nine people had been injured. 
The cause of the blast was not clear. A health 
official in Herat, who asked not to be named, 
said an explosion hit a small van used for 
public transport just after 1800 local time 

and that three of the injured were in serious condition..

 u Strong rains in the town 
of Machu Picchu, next to the 
Inca citadel of the same name 
that is Peru’s top tourist draw, washed away 
railroads and bridges, officials said. Flooding 
of the Alccamayo river interrupted train services, 
the regional government of Cusco department 
said. Houses near the river were flooded, and one 
person was injured with another missing, civil 
defense officials said. Peru Rail company, one of 
two that provides transport in the region, said in 
a statement that trains have been cancelled until further notice..

 u Two Canadians 
died of gunshot wounds 
after an argument 

turned violent at a resort near Cancun 
on Mexico’s Caribbean coast, authorities 
said. Both guests at the upscale resort on 
the Riviera Maya of Quintana Roo state 
had criminal records, said Mexican officials, 
citing information from the Canadian police. 
Mexican police are searching for another 
person thought to have fired the shots who 
had a “long” criminal record in Canada.

 u Former Malaysian 
prime minister 
Mahathir Mohamad 
is in a stable condition after being admitted to a specialist heart hospital 
for the third time in just weeks, his daughter said. The 96-year-old has been 
receiving treatment at the National Heart Institute in Kuala Lumpur for the past 
two days, Marina Mahathir said. Media descended on the hospital as news spread 
that Mahathir had been admitted again, and current Prime Minister Ismail Sabri 
Yaakob also paid him a visit.

 u Twitter 
has suspended 
hundreds of 

accounts reportedly linked to supporters of 
Philippine presidential frontrunner Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr, which the social media giant said had 
violated its rules on manipulation and spam. The 
son and namesake of the country’s former dictator 

is drawing support from a massive social media campaign seeking to get him 
elected in May, which critics say is attempting to rewrite the family’s history.

Blast hits western Afghan city 
of Herat, killing at least six

Two Canadians die in shooting 
at Mexican Caribbean resort

Twitter suspends hundreds of accounts 
promoting Philippines’ Marcos Jr

Rains cause flood damage 
in Peru’s Machu Picchu

Malaysian ex-PM Mahathir stable 
after latest hospital admission

Fire in residential building 
kills six, injures 15 in Mumbai
AP | Mumbai

A major fire in a 19-story 
residential building killed 

at least six people and injured 
15 others yesterday in Mum-
bai, India’s financial and enter-
tainment capital, officials said.

The fire was caused by a 
short-circuit in an air con-
ditioner in one of the apart-
ments, Mumbai Mayor Kishori 
Pednekar said.

Residents said the fire 
started on the 15th floor and 
a big column of black smoke 
soon enveloped the building. 
More than 90 people escaped 
the building on their own or 
helped by neighbors, they said.

Ganesh Purnaik, a spokes-
man for the city government, 
said the fire left six people 
dead and 15 hospitalized with 
injuries.

Four of the injured were in 
critical condition, said police 

officer Saurabh Tripathi.
Nearly two dozen fire en-

gines extinguished the blaze 
and controlled the smoke after 
a two-hour effort, media re-
ports said. Firefighters rushed 
the injured to two nearby hos-
pitals. 

Pednekar said some of the 
injured needed oxygen sup-
port because they had inhaled 
smoke.

Southern Japan earthquake 
injures 13, no tsunami warning
Reuters | Tokyo

An earthquake with a mag-
nitude of 6.6 jolted south-

western Japan early yesterday 
morning, injuring 13 people, 
the authorities and local me-
dia said.

No tsunami warning was 
issued after the quake struck 
with an epicentre 45 km (30 
miles) deep at 1:08 a.m. (1608 
GMT on Friday) off the coast of 
Kyushu, the southernmost of 
Japan’s four main islands, the 
Japan Meteorological Agency 
(JMA) said.

The quake caused shaking in 
Oita and Miyazaki prefectures 
that measured 5+ on Japan’s 
seismic intensity scale, which 
has a maximum of 7, the agen-
cy said.

Thirteen people were in-
jured in nearby regions, in-
cluding two people in their 80s 
who were seriously hurt, the 
Yomiuri newspaper reported, 
citing local authorities.

Multiple reports of damage 
to buildings, water pipes and 
roads have been confirmed, 
said public broadcaster NHK.

WHO recommends reduced dose 
Pfizer COVID vaccine for under 12s
Reuters | London

The World Health Organiza-
tion on Friday recommended 

extending the use of a reduced 
dosage of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vac-
cine to children aged 5 to 11 years 
old.

The recommendation comes 
after the Strategic Advisory Group 
of Experts (SAGE) on immunisa-
tion held a meeting on Wednes-
day to evaluate the vaccine. It 
is currently recommended for 
use in people aged 12 years and  
above.

The recommended dosage for 
the younger population is 10 mi-
crograms instead of 30 micro-
grams offered to those 12 years 
and older.

“This age group (5-11) is in the 
lowest priority use group for vac-
cination except, for children who 
have co-morbidities,” SAGE chair-
man Alejandro Cravioto said at a 
briefing.

Pfizer/BioNTech shots have 
already been authorised for use 
in the age group in several coun-
tries including the United States, 
Canada, Israel, and the European 

Union.  
The WHO’s vaccine director, 

Kate O’Brien, said no safety con-
cerns were raised for application 
of Pfizer’s vaccine in 5 to 11 years 
old in clinical trials.

The panel also recommend-
ed that booster doses of Pfizer’s 
vaccine should be administered 
4 months to 6 months after the 
completion of the primary se-
ries, in high-priority groups 
like older adults and health  
workers.

A child is held by her mother as she gets the the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine

Inmate Syed Naeem Shah outside his classroom in the Central Prison, Karachi

A collapsed gate to the residential 
house caused by an earthquake is 
seen in Oita, southern Japan

Smoke raises after a fire in Mumbai

Islamic State group fighters, who were arrested by the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic 
Forces after they attacked Gweiran Prison, in Hassakeh, northeast Syria

US studies highlight the need for 
COVID boosters to fight Omicron
Reuters | Washington

Three US studies show that 
a third dose of an mRNA 

vaccine is key to fighting the 
Omicron coronavirus vari-
ant, providing 90% protection 
against hospitalization due to 
COVID-19, the US Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) said.

The studies, led by the CDC, 
are among the first in the Unit-
ed States to look at the impact 
of booster doses against the 
fast-spreading Omicron variant, 

which now accounts for 99% of 
all new COVID cases.

Overall, they suggest that 
boosters helped protect against 
both infection and symptomatic 
disease. Adults aged 50 and old-
er saw the most benefit from an 
extra dose of the vaccines made 
by BioNTech SE with Pfizer Inc 
or Moderna Inc.

“Protection against infection 
and hospitalization with the 
Omicron variant is highest for 
those who are up to date with 
their vaccination, meaning 
those who are boosted when 
they are eligible,” CDC Direc-

tor Dr. Rochelle Walensky said 
in a White House briefing on 
Friday.

As has been shown in oth-
er countries, vaccine boosters 
performed better against the 
Delta variant than Omicron, a 
highly mutated version of the 
SARS-CoV-2 virus that has been 
able to evade immunity from 
vaccines and prior infections.

One of the studies, published 
on Friday in the CDC’s Mor-
bidity and Mortality Weekly 
Report, looked at rates of hos-
pitalization, emergency depart-
ment and urgent care visits in 
10 states between Aug. 26, 2021, 
and Jan. 5, 2022.

It found that protection from 
two doses of vaccine fell to 57% 
in people who got their second 
shot at least six months earlier. 
Among those who received a 
booster, protection from hospi-
talization and urgent care visits 
was 90%.

In another study published 
in the JAMA medical journal, 
researchers reviewed data on 
23,391 COVID-19 cases caused 
by either the Delta or Omicron 

variant among people seeking 
testing between Dec. 10, 2021, 
and Jan. 1, 2022.

They found that among peo-
ple seeking testing for COV-
ID-like symptoms, those who 
had received three doses of an 
mRNA vaccine had the highest 
protection from infection com-
pared with those who got two 
doses or were unvaccinated.

Because of the timing of U.S. 
booster recommendations, 
most people in the study had 
been vaccinated within a month 
of seeking testing, which likely 
contributed to the benefit.

Data from the UK has shown 
that the increased antibody 
protection gained from boost-
ers wanes after 10 months, so it 
is unclear how long that benefit 
would hold.

Some countries have already 
started offering additional 
booster doses, but a recent 
study from Israel showed that 
while a fourth dose of an mRNA 
vaccine boosted antibodies, the 
level was not high enough to 
prevent infection by the Omi-
cron variant.

A worker from Chicago Family Health Center prepares a COVID-19 booster shot

Protection against 
infection and 

hospitalization with 
the Omicron variant 
is highest for those 
who are up to date 

with their vaccination, 
meaning those who are 
boosted when they are 

eligible
CDC DIRECTOR DR. ROCHELLE WALENSKY

French pet care firm stops selling 
fish bowls - they drive fish mad
Reuters | Paris

A leading French aquari-
um vendor has decided to 

stop selling round fish bowls 
because they drive fish mad and 
kill them quickly.

French pet care market lead-
er AgroBiothers Laboratoire 
will no longer sell any aquari-
ums with a capacity of less than 
15 litres and only rectangular 
ones, as putting fish in small 
bowls without filtration and 
oxygenation is animal abuse, 
it said.

“People buy a goldfish for 
their kids on impulse, but if 
they knew what a torture it is, 
they would not do it. Turning 
round and round in a small 
bowl drives fish crazy and kills 
them quickly,” AgroBiothers 
CEO Matthieu Lambeaux told 
Reuters.

Gold fish can live up to 30 
years and grow to about 25 cm 
in big aquariums or outdoor 
ponds, but in tiny bowls they of-
ten die within weeks or months.

He said gold fish are social 
animals who need the company 
of other fish, ample space and 
clean water, and that having an 
aquarium requires a minimum 
of equipment and expertise.

France is Europe’s number 
one market for red aquarium 

fish, with about 2.3 million fish, 
Lambeaux said.

Germany and several other 

European countries have long 
banned fish bowls, but France 
has no legislation on the issue.

“It is a French anachronism, 
that is why we decided to move. 
We cannot educate all our cus-
tomers to explain that keeping 
fish in a bowl is cruel. We con-
sider that it is our responsibility 
to no longer give consumers 
that choice,” Lambeaux said.

AgroBiothers, which has a 
French market share of about 
27% in pet care products, sold 
about 50,000 fish bowls per 
year at about 20 euros a piece 
in previous years.

“There is demand for fish 
bowls, but the reality is that 
what we offer children is the 
possibility to see gold fish die 
slowly,” he said.

A woman brings a goldfish to Paris aquarium as part of an operation launched 
to take care of hundreds of goldfish abandoned by French holiday-makers, in 
Paris

Gold fish can live 
up to 30 years and 

grow to about 25 cm 
in big aquariums or 

outdoor ponds, but in 
tiny bowls they often 
die within weeks or 

months

KNOW WHAT

What I have achieved 
while languishing in 
jail is not possible 

if one does not have 
conviction
SYED NAEEM SHAH

Increase in booster 
dose coverage for high 

risk priority groups will 
usually yield greater 
reduction in severe 

disease and deaths than 
use of equivalent vaccine 

to increase primary 
vaccination coverage
SAGE CHAIRMAN ALEJANDRO CRAVIOTO

IS has carried out 
regular attacks against 

Kurdish and govern-
ment targets in Syria 
since the rump of its 
once-sprawling pro-

to-state was overrun in 
March 2019

KNOW WHAT


