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JENNI RUSSELL

This week, as an anxious 
Britain prepared to witness 
Prime Minister Theresa 

May’s Brexit plan crashing to de-
feat, Nicholas Soames, Winston 
Churchill’s grandson, tweeted out 
one of his grandfather’s solemn 
warnings from the 1930s.

Soames, a Conservative pol-
itician, repeated lines from a 
poem, by Edwin J Milliken, that 
his grandfather had quoted to 
express his despair at Britain’s 
political paralysis in the face of 
the Nazi threat: “Who is in charge 
of the clattering train? The axles 
creak, and the couplings strain. 
For the pace is hot and the points 
are near, and Sleep hath deadened 
the driver’s ear, and signals flash 
through the night in vain. Who is 
in charge of the clattering train?”

Nobody knows. With May’s 
cabinet, the country, political par-
ties and Parliament all hopelessly 
split over how or whether to carry 
out Brexit, Britain’s political uni-
verse is imploding and so are its 
political norms.

At any other time, a prime min-
ister who lost her government’s 
flagship policy would be expected 
to resign. On Jan. 15, May’s Brexit 

plan was defeated by a vote of 
432-202. Immediately afterward, 
Jeremy Corbyn, the leader of the 
opposition Labour Party, called a 
vote of no-confidence. That will 
almost certainly be defeated on 
Jan. 16. Nobody expects May to 
leave office this week.

Before the vote, she had told 
her cabinet that no matter how 
much she lost by, she intended to 
stay on and steer a form of Brexit 
through. She is hoping to keep her 
hands on the wheel, even though 
most of her passengers are re-
belling against her destination. 
But now that the vote is over, all 
of the plots for and against her, 
and for and against each possible 
permutation of Brexit, will be 
unleashed.

Every faction in each of the two 
main parties will be fighting and 
scheming for its preferred result, 
from a “no-deal Brexit” to a soft-
er departure that leaves Britain 
closer to the European Union to 
abandoning the idea of leaving 
altogether. Predicting who will 
win is impossible because none of 
these factions has a majority and 
no one knows how or whether 
they will form alliances.

Politicians and journalists are 
frantically trying to game the next 
few weeks. Every outcome is un-
likely and most seem utterly im-
plausible, yet everything — from 
another indecisive election to a 
national unity government — is 
being suggested.

I recently asked three sen-
ior Conservative politicians at 
the heart of these machinations 
which future Britain would be 
facing in 10 weeks, when the 
Brexit clock runs out. “God alone 
knows,” said one cabinet minister, 
a keen Brexiteer. “No one knows,” 
said the second, a reluctant Brexit 
backer. “Haven’t a clue,” said one 

of the key campaigners for a sec-
ond referendum.

Everyone is horribly — or ju-
bilantly — aware that if within 
the next few weeks Parliament 
cannot agree on May’s deal, or 
on any other deal, or on throwing 
the issue back to the country in 
a referendum, then Britain will 
tumble out of the European Un-

ion at the end of March, smashing 
its economy and its relationships 
with its closest trading partners.

With the ruling Conservatives 
so divided, Corbyn’s Labour is in 
a potentially powerful position. If 
it threw its votes behind the To-
ries backing May’s agreement, or 
supported a second referendum, 
or decided to back a softer Brexit 

that retained much closer links 
with Europe — “Norway Plus,” 
as it’s known — those proposals 
would likely pass. But so far, the 
party has refused to commit itself 
to any such solutions because it, 
too, is split between those who 
want to leave the European Un-
ion and those who want to re-
main.

CHANGE WILL NOT COME IF WE 
WAIT FOR SOME OTHER PERSON 
OR SOME OTHER TIME. WE ARE THE 
ONES WE’VE BEEN WAITING FOR. WE 
ARE THE CHANGE THAT WE SEEK. 
BARACK OBAMA
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“It’s a new era in Brazil: Boys 
wear blue and girls wear 
pink,” our new minister of 

women, family and human rights, 
Damares Alves, said this month 
in a video. And she didn’t stop 
there: Under the new government 
of President Jair Bolsonaro, she 
declared in her inaugural speech, 
“a girl will be a princess and a boy 
will be a prince.”

Alves’ message was meant to be 
an attack on “gender ideology,” a 
concept created by conservatives 
to disparage the rhetoric of equal 
rights for women and LGBT peo-
ple. The fight for gender equality 
and sexual and reproductive rights 
will lead to the collapse of the tra-
ditional family, Alves and others 
like her say. It will foster homo-
sexuality and threaten Christian 
values. And so the correct response 
is moral panic: “Nobody will stop 
us from calling our girls princesses 
and our boys princes,” Alves fierce-
ly proclaims.

Except the conservatives have 
it backward: Not only is no one 
stopping them from making their 

children into gendered royalty, 
but in fact, their take on children 
and gender is already effectively a 
national obsession — if not a global 
one.

I experienced this for the first 
time at the very beginning of my 
pregnancy, when I went shopping 
for tools for trimming the baby’s 
nails. “Is it a boy or a girl?” asked 
the saleswoman. I couldn’t possi-
bly fathom what nails had to do 
with genitals, but I chose to be po-
lite and said I didn’t know yet. The 
saleswoman seemed puzzled. She 
ran through a series of blue and 
pink cases, but finally announced 
she didn’t have anything neutral. 
When I decided to forge ahead 
and buy a pair of blue nail scissors 
anyway, she gave me a look of silent 
reproach. “Anarchist,” she practi-
cally whispered.

In the following months, how-
ever, I’d learn just how important 
my baby’s biological sex was to 
the world at large. My initial OB-
GYN, for instance, seriously ob-
jected to my decision to not find 
out my baby’s sex in advance. It’s 
difficult to find neutral-coloured 
baby items, she protested — what-
ever would the baby wear once it 
was born? Many seemed to agree 
with her. “But what if it’s a girl?” a 
saleswoman at a thrift store asked 
when I bought a couple of dinosaur 

overalls. (Then she’d be a future 
paleontologist, perhaps?)

When I finally gave in to curi-
osity and learned the baby was a 
girl, I had to keep answering “It 
doesn’t matter” over and over at 
stores. No item was free from the 
boy-or-girl question: I got it while 
buying socks, hats, pants, books, 
burp cloths, teething devices, dia-
per bags, plastic bowls. Even nasal 
aspirators often came in pink and 
blue.

It was very exhausting. And now 
that I cut my daughter’s nails with 
blue scissors and dress her in di-
nosaur overalls, I wonder if the 
end is near.

The Australian comedian Han-
nah Gadsby, in her show “Nanette,” 
once joked that one of the ways you 
can tell that there’s too much hys-
teria around gender from the “gen-
der-normals” of the world is the 
habit of putting pink headbands 
on bald babies. “That’s weird,” the 
comedian said. “I mean, serious-
ly, would you put a bangle on a 
potato?”

And yet, strangers in the street 
find it appropriate to ask why my 
daughter — who is adorable but, 
realistically, not unpotatolike at 
this stage — is not wearing delicate 
earrings, a ribbon in her hair or a 
pink tutu. It doesn’t get any better 
when you dig into the reasoning 

behind it: As Gadsby says, par-
ents do it because they are tired 
of seeing their beautiful baby girl 
being mistaken for a boy because 
she has no hair. Why this would 
be such a bad thing doesn’t have 
to be explained — it’s understood 
that it would be a calamity. (“The 
thing is, I don’t assume bald babies 
are boys. I assume they’re angry 
feminists, and I treat them with 

respect,” Gadsby jokes.)
It would be bad enough if the 

gender hysteria was limited to the 
colour of strollers and kneepads. 
But sexism is often imprinted on 
clothes themselves, and here is 
where it becomes exceptionally 
insidious — because of the mes-
sages it delivers. Baby boys might 
be dressed in a onesie that says, 
“Chegou o terror da mulherada” 

Britain is a nation in desperate need of a driver  
After a historic Brexit vote, the country requires a miracle of statesmanship. Too bad it has Theresa May and Jeremy Corbyn 

I put my baby daughter in dinosaur overalls. Am I an anarchist?

Tales of 
gender 

blasphemy 
from deep 
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land of 
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If we have a fully 
developed and 
punctual public 
transport system, 
we can reduce the 
number of cars 
and make our air, 
less polluted.
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Tonight we passed the 
Reciprocal Health-

care Bill through the 
Commons - which pro-
vides for healthcare for 
British Citizens who live 
in the EU, deal or no deal. 
An important step for de-
livering Brexit

@MattHancock

Today we honor a 
great American who 

gave his life to right the 
wrong of racial inequal-
ity. Our country is better 
thanks to his inspiration 
and sacrifice #MLKDay

@PressSec

If Nancy Pelosi thinks 
that Walls are “immor-

al,” why isn’t she request-
ing that we take down all 
of the existing Walls be-
tween the U.S. and Mex-
ico, even the new ones 
just built in San Diego 
at their very strong urg-
ing. Let millions of un-
checked “strangers” just 
flow into the U.S.

@realDonaldTrump

So often, stories explor-
ing Trump support-

ers have found that, no 
matter what, they back 
him. In a Michigan coun-
ty he won by 12 points in 
2016, I found something 
different: Some are peel-
ing away from him, and 
growing tired of his shut-
down stance.

@mviser

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

So far it has suited Corbyn, a 
longtime euroskeptic, to stay on 
the fence, loftily opposing all of 
the Tories’ proposals and declar-
ing that if only Labour were in 
power, it could magically achieve 
a better Brexit deal. He’s reluc-
tant to back anything that the 
Tories propose because he calcu-
lates that doing so will implicate 

him in Brexit’s inevitable eco-
nomic damage. He doesn’t want 
a second referendum because he 
doesn’t know which side to back.

This comfortable evasion 
cannot be sustained after May’s 
crushing defeat on Jan 15. Labour 
will have to pick sides and live 
with the consequences. 

Members of Parliament and 
leaders in all parties will be faced 
with the starkest of choices: Brit-
ain’s future will be decided with-
in the next month.

Neither party has enough votes 
to make that choice on its own. 
The question now is whether the 
leadership on both sides has the 
will, imagination or character to 
reach out to the other and avoid 
a no-deal disaster. There’s noth-
ing in their careers to suggest 
that is so.

After her defeat, May an-
nounced that she wanted to talk 
with the opposition to discov-
er what compromise members 
of Parliament were prepared to 
support. An enraged Corbyn re-
torted that over the previous two 
years she had closed down every 
attempt at dialogue, and her only 
priority had been the Conserva-
tive Party.

It is Britain’s misfortune that at 
this moment, when cooperation 
and statesmanship are needed to 
prevent political and economic 
disaster, both the prime minister 
and the leader of the opposition 
are known for being cautious, 
obstinate, unimaginative, tribal 
and charmless.

That’s why the wilder sugges-
tion now is that moderate La-
bour and Tory rebels may step 
forward and declare themselves 
a new parliamentary grouping, 
prepared to lead the country in 
a government of national uni-
ty away from the cliff ’s edge. It 
feels preposterous — but so does 
almost everything else.

Can May and Corbyn suspend 
their instinctive hostility? Can 
a fleet of courageous men and 
women in Parliament step for-
ward if not? Britain is in desper-
ate need of a driver who can seize 
control of the clattering train.

( Jenni Russell is a columnist for The 
Times of London and a contributing 

opinion writer. )

1997
Madeleine Albright becomes 
the first woman to serve as 
United States Secretary of 
State. 

1998
Netscape announced Mozilla, 
with the intention to release 
Communicator code as open 
source.

2001
Five people attempt to set themselves on fire in Beijing’s 
Tiananmen Square, an act that many people later claim 
is staged by the Communist Party of China to frame 
Falun Gong and thus escalate their persecution.

2002
U.S. journalist Daniel Pearl is kid-
napped in Karachi, Pakistan and 
subsequently murdered.

TODAY 
DAY IN 

HISTORY

(“Here comes the ladies’ man.”) 
Other options: “Lock up your 
daughters”; “Don’t worry, ladies, 
I’m still single”; “Future cute doc-
tor”; “Future Ferrari driver.” One of 
Brazil’s favourites is a onesie that 
says, “Ladies: Today I’m bald and 
toothless, but someday I’ll be rich.”

If Brazil’s baby boys are arrogant 
and womanizing, our baby girls are 
frivolous and pretty. “From the cra-

dle I know what I want: beautiful 
shoes like mom’s” one onesie reads 
(I wish I was kidding). Others: “Fu-
ture Miss Brazil,” “Future bride” 
and “Princess in training.” And if 
these stereotypes aren’t enough, 
there are options that engage in 
precocious body-shaming: “Does 
this diaper make my butt look big?”

But this problem is not unique to 
Brazil. In 2015, the Spanish cloth-
ing retailer Zara introduced girls’ 
onesies with the inscription “Pret-
ty and Perfect: It’s what daddy 
said,” while the counterpart boy’s 
version read “Cool and Clever: It’s 
what mummy said.” The year be-
fore, a chain of supermarkets in 
Spain had to apologise and stop 

selling baby’s clothes with the in-
scriptions “Intelligent as daddy” 
(for boys) and “Pretty as mommy” 
(for girls). Lest North America 
start feeling smug, that same year, 
Target got in trouble for selling in 
its Canadian stores a set of boy’s 
pajamas bearing the words “Future 
Man of Steel.” The girl version said, 
“I only date heroes.”

So you see, Alves, we are already 
deep in a world of baby girls who 
must grow up to be pretty prin-
cesses and wives, and boys dressed 
in blue who must grow up to date 
as many of these princesses as pos-
sible. Those princes and princesses 
get to go on to a future of unequal 
pay, domestic violence, sexual as-
sault, rape, femicide, homophobia 
and transphobia.

So by all means, call your daugh-
ter a princess. Truly, no one is stop-
ping you. It is sad, however, that 
while you are busy telling chil-
dren who and what they should 
be, so many very real forces are 
conspiring within our country to 
stop them from safely growing up 
to be who they truly are, and that 
you seem so uninterested in doing 
anything about these instead.

(Vanessa Barbara, a contributing 
opinion writer, is the editor of the 

literary website A Hortaliça and 
the author of two novels and two 
nonfiction books in Portuguese.)

SREEJITH S RAJA

Transportation has played a key role in the de-
velopment of mankind ever since the time they 
were “invented”. Various options are available 

today for mankind to move from one place to another. 
We can choose between our personal vehicles like mo-
torcycles and cars to public transport like buses, trains 
and aircraft. Public transport plays an important role 
in bringing down the cost of moving people and cargo 
from origin to destination. We not only save money but 
also our valuable time.

When it comes to public transport in urban areas, 
there are some difficulties. In countries like Bahrain, 
people consider their private spaces and time while 
considering transport. They prefer usage of their cars 
to buses for various reasons. The routes of buses are not 
available to many areas of work like industrial belts. Even 
if they have buses, at times they may have to get down at 
a bus stop and trek to their offices far away. The schedule 
of buses is also not as frequent as required thereby the 
passenger takes a lot of time to reach his or her office. 
Instead, if he uses his personal car, he can bring it close 
to his office and park his car at the premises. He can 
come and leave conveniently based on his work. When 
it comes to travelling to work place, I personally have not 
used the public transport. The main reason being that 
my office is located 1.5 kilometres way from the nearest 
bus stop. Hence, I prefer to use the cab provided by 
the company so that I can get dropped in the company 
premises. The only time I use public buses here is when 
my family and me have to go places during weekends.

When it comes to maintenance of public transport, 
there are some civic responsibilities that comes with it. 
We see private vehicles being parked in bus stops. One 
day, my family and me were waiting for the bus at a bus 
stop. There were two ladies standing near us, waiting 

for the bus. A car comes close to the 
two ladies forcing them to move away 
from the stop. The ladies waiting for 
the bus quietly gave way for the car 
to be parked there. The family in the 
car were taking time to come out of 
the car.  Seeing this, I went up to the 
driver in the car and pointed to the 
board saying that this was the bus stop. 
He retreated into the car and moved 
it elsewhere when I reminded him 
of the fine that he would attract if he 
parked the car. This happens mainly 
if the parking spaces are either not 

available or adequate.
There was another incident when my wife and me 

were travelling in a bus. As we boarded the bus after 
swiping our smart cards for the payment of the bus fare, 
one of the two young men nearby, used the overhead 
handles as pull up bars, preventing me from accessing 
the nearest seat. I had to look at him straight in the eye, 
after which he quietly moved away. We have also seen 
many people not offering their seats to ladies, families 
and elder members, even though they were reserved 
for them.

Many children enjoy riding the red bus and they keep 
telling their parents to allow them to travel by these bus-
es. However, the parents are used travelling by cars and 
hence rarely give their children the pleasure of enjoying 
a bus ride. This is basically a mindset of the parents that 
need to change. We, as people, need to use and encourage 
the usage of public transport as much as possible. This 
will lead to lesser number of cars and other vehicles 
on the roads thereby cascading to a positive effect on 
reduction of pollution and traffic congestion on roads.

There is a general perception in Bahrain that the only 
people who use buses are from the low-income group. 
However, in more developed countries, it has been ob-
served that the public transport system is more used by 
all people. The transport system is well developed and 
reliable in terms of time and convenience. In Bahrain, 
there are a larger number of private cars than public 
transport buses. This is mainly due to the choices of cars 
available in the market. If we look at similar countries 
to Bahrain, like Singapore for instance, we see that cars 
are more expensive and thereby people use the public 
transport instead of the cars. It may be noted that Singa-
pore has a well-developed public transportation system 
that run punctually and with greater connectivity. If we 
have a fully developed and punctual public transport 
system, we can reduce the number of cars and make 
our air, less polluted.

Gustavo Pedro, the Columbian economist and politi-
cian said, and I quote, ‘A developed country isn’t a place 
where the poor have cars. It’s where the rich use public 
transport’. Let us hope that this day will not be far off.

A civilian thought 
on wheelsBritain is a nation in desperate need of a driver  

After a historic Brexit vote, the country requires a miracle of statesmanship. Too bad it has Theresa May and Jeremy Corbyn 

I put my baby daughter in dinosaur overalls. Am I an anarchist?

Can May and Corbyn 
suspend their instinctive 
hostility? Can a fleet of 

courageous men and 
women in Parliament step 

forward if not?  

And now that I cut my 
daughter’s nails with blue 
scissors and dress her in 

dinosaur overalls, I wonder 
if the end is near.


