
Armenia PM 
urges stronger 
military links 
with Russia
Reuters | Baku

Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan 

called yesterday for great-
er military cooperation 
with Russia, a day after 
Azerbaijani troops be-
gan moving into disputed 
territory previously held 
by Armenian separatist  
forces.

“We hope we can rein-
force cooperation with Rus-
sia not only in the security 
sector but also military and 
technical cooperation,” he 
said, according to his press 
service.

“Of course, there were 
hard times before the war 
but the situation today is 
even more difficult.”

Pashinyan was speaking 
during a meeting in Yere-
van with Russian Defence 
Minister Sergei Shoigu af-
ter Azerbaijani troops Fri-
day moved into the Agh-
dam district bordering Na-
gorno-Karabakh.

Armenia and Azerbaijan 
agreed to a Russian-bro-
kered ceasefire on Novem-
ber 9 after six weeks of 
fighting over the self-pro-
claimed republic. Under 
the agreement, Azerbaijan 
will regain control of three 
districts that have been con-
trolled by the separatists 
since the 1990s.

Lebanese police hunt 
dozens after mass jailbreak
• Five Lebanese 
prisoners die in 
accident during an 
ensuing police chase

AFP | Beirut

Police in Lebanon yesterday 
hunted for 44 fugitive prison-

ers who escaped from a detention 
centre on the outskirts of Beirut, 
calling on local residents to be 
on alert.

Despite tight security, 69 people 
broke out of a detention facility 
near the presidential palace in 
Baabda, east of Beirut, a police 
statement said.

Five were killed in a car acci-
dent, when they lost control of the 
stolen vehicle as they rushed away 
and crashed into a tree. One other 
person was taken to hospital.

By early afternoon yesterday, 15 
had been recaptured, and another 
four had handed themselves back 
in, leaving 44 on the run.

“A manhunt is...underway to 
arrest the remaining fugitive pris-
oners,” police said in a statement.

Local authorities called on res-
idents to be on alert, with large 
numbers of security forces de-
ployed searching the area.

Prosecutor Ghada Aoun has or-
dered an immediate investigation 
in the breakout.

Speaking to AFP, she said she 
did not rule out the possibility of 

“collusion between the detainees 
and security guards tasked with 
protecting their cells.”

Judge Fadi Akiki, a government 
representative at the military 
court, held a meeting with secu-
rity officials after inspecting the 
detention facility and site of the 
car crash.

Relatives of the inmates gath-

ered outside the detention centre, 
located in Baabda’s Justice Pal-
ace, where some were awaiting  
trial.

Some asked about the fate of 
their relatives, while others hand-
ed their sons back into custody, 
according to an AFP photographer.

They include Joumana Berjawi, 
whose 22-year-old son escaped 
after being held for six months on 
charges of attempted murder -- a 
charge she denies.

“My son was among the escap-
ees, but I brought him back and 
handed him over to the state,” 
Berjawi told AFP.

The jailbreak comes as detain-
ees across Lebanon have called 
on parliament to approve a draft 
general amnesty law, that would 
see thousands of them freed from 
coronavirus-hit prisons.

COURAGE IS LIKE LOVE; IT MUST 
HAVE HOPE FOR NOURISHMENT
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Portuguese navigator Vasco 
da Gama rounds Cape of Good 
Hope on way to first voyage 
from Europe to reach India

Flying boat “China Clipper” takes 
off from Alameda, California, 
carrying 100,000 pieces of mail 
on 1st trans-Pacific airmail flight

US President John F. Kennedy as-
sassinated by Lee Harvey Oswald 
while riding in an open-topped 
motorcade in Dallas, Texas

Angela Merkel becomes 
the first female Chan-
cellor of Germany
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Anyone who wants a 
COVID-19 test should 

be able to get one. Period.
@JoeBiden

Americans deserve 
leaders that will be 

there for everyone in 
times of crisis—doesn’t 
matter whether you’re a 
Democrat or Republican. 
That’s the kind of lead-
ership President-elect 
@JoeBiden and I will 
provide.

@KamalaHarris

Happy to see Crown 
Prince of Abu Dha-

bi Mohammed bin Zayed 
again and discuss the im-
plementation of the Abra-
ham Accords and efforts 
to counter Iran. The U.S.-
UAE relationship is grow-
ing in depth and scope 
and will bring greater sta-
bility to the region.

@SecPompeo

Big voter fraud infor-
mation coming out 

concerning Georgia. Stay 
tuned!

@realDonaldTrump

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Remains of two victims of 79 AD volcanic eruption unearthed at Pompeii
AFP | Rome

The remains of two victims 
of the eruption of Mount 

Vesuvius almost 2,000 years ago 
have been unearthed at a grand 
villa on the fringes of Pompeii, 
officials at the archaeological 
site said yesterday.

“Two skeletons of individ-
uals caught in the fury of the 
eruption have been found,” the 
officials at the Italian site near 
Naples said in a statement.

The researchers believe the 
figures are those of a young 
slave and a richer older man, 
around 40 and presumed to be 
his owner, based on the vestiges 
of clothing and their physical 
appearance.

The ruined city of Pompeii 
was submerged in ash after the 
eruption of Mount Vesuvius 
in 79 AD. It is now Italy’s sec-

ond-most visited tourist attrac-
tion after Rome’s Colosseum, 
receiving nearly 4 million visits 
last year.

The massive site that spreads 
over 44-hectares (110-acres) is 
what remains of one of one the 

richest cities in the Roman em-
pire. Layers of ash buried many 
buildings and objects in a nearly 
pristine state, including curled-
up corpses of victims.

After the latest human re-
mains were uncovered, the 

bones were analysed and then 
plaster was poured in, a tech-
nique invented by Giuseppe 
Fiorelli in 1867.

This creates a plaster cast 
which shows the shapes of the 
bodies of the two victims, in a 
supine position, where they fell.

The two skeletons were found, 
during ongoing excavations at 
Civita Giuliana, around 700 me-
tres northwest of Pompeii, at 
a villa overlooking the Bay of 
Naples where previously a stable 
and the remains of three har-
nessed horses had been found.

The two bodies were found in 
a side room of the “cryptoporti-
cus” a corridor below the villa 
where the could have gone to 
seek shelter.

While excavations contin-
ue at the Pompeii site, tourism 
has stopped due to coronavirus 
measures.

IS-claimed rocket attack 
on Kabul kills eight
Several rockets hit residential areas in the early rush hour in the Afghan capital

• The explosions, some 
close to the diplomatic 
enclave, sent warning sirens 
blaring from embassies

• The attack came hours 
before Pompeo was to meet 
with negotiators from Afghan 
government and Taliban

AFP | Kabul

At least eight people were killed yes-
terday when a barrage of rockets 
struck densely populated parts of 

Kabul, the latest big attack in a wave of vi-
olence that has engulfed the Afghan capital.

The Islamic State (IS) group claimed re-
sponsibility for the salvo, which slammed 
into various parts of central and north Ka-
bul -- including in and around the heavily 
fortified Green Zone that houses embassies 
and international firms -- just before 9:00 
am (0430 GMT).

The attack came hours before US Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo was to meet with 
negotiators from the Afghan government 
and the Taliban in the Qatari capital Doha 
amid signs of progress in their peace talks.

The Iranian embassy said on Twitter that 
its main building had been hit by rocket 
fragments after one landed on the premises. 
No one in the compound, located just out-
side the Green Zone, was wounded.

Despite the IS claim, interior ministry 
spokesman Tariq Arian blamed the Talib-
an, saying “terrorists” had fired a total of 
23 rockets.

“Based on initial information, eight peo-
ple were martyred, and 31 others were 
wounded,” Arian said, noting the final toll 
would change.

Kabul police spokesman Ferdaws Fara-
marz confirmed the same tolls and details.

At least one rocket landed in an office 
inside the Green Zone, but did not explode.

Several buildings sustained damage to 
walls and windows, including at the large 
Sana Medical Complex.

Mariam Rahimi, 26, a nurse at the facility, 
said she had been thrown off her feet when 
a rocket struck the hospital.

“The impact broke windows and ta-
bles and damaged some parts of a wall. I 
screamed for help and called other staff 
members to evacuate the children who 
were admitted at the hospital,” Rahimi 
told AFP.

“I am scared and have a headache from 
the shock of the attack. These attackers 
must die, they don’t even spare hospitals.”

Recent major attacks in Kabul, including 
two horrific assaults on educational institu-
tions that killed nearly 50 people, follow a 
familiar pattern in the aftermath, with the 
Taliban denying any involvement while the 
Afghan government pins the blame on them 

or their proxies.
“The rocket attack in Kabul city has noth-

ing to do with the mujahideen of the Islam-
ic Emirate,” Taliban spokesman Zabihullah 
Mujahid said, using the insurgents’ name 
for Afghanistan.

The Taliban are under pressure not to 
attack urban areas, having pledged not to 
do so under the terms of a US withdrawal 
deal signed in February.

Any acknowledgement of overt involve-
ment in such incidents could in theory slow 
the American pull-out, though outgoing US 
President Donald Trump has made clear 
he wants US forces out regardless of the 
situation on the ground.

IS claimed the two attacks on educa-
tional centres, but Kabul said the Talib-
an’s ultra-violent Haqqani network was 
responsible.

The jihadists said on Telegram that their 
“soldiers of the caliphate” had fired 28 
Katyusha rockets in yesterday’s attack.

Philippines’ 
Duterte ends 
overseas 
travel ban on 
healthcare 
workers

Reuters | Manila

Philippine President 
Rodrigo Duterte has 

approved ending a ban 
on deploying the nation’s 
healthcare workers, his la-
bour minister said yester-
day, clearing the way for 
thousands of nurses to take 
up jobs overseas.

“The president already 
approved the lifting of the 
temporary suspension of 
deployment of nurses and 
other medical workers,” 
Labour Secretary Silvestre 
Bello told Reuters.

Bello said the spread of 
the novel coronavirus was 
slowing down in the coun-
try and conditions were 
improving, so the govern-
ment could afford to let its 
healthcare workers leave.

To ensure the Philippines 
has enough medical profes-
sionals to continue to fight 
the pandemic at home, only 
5,000 healthcare workers 
will be allowed to leave 
every year, Bello said.

To ensure the Philippines 
has enough medical profes-
sionals to continue to fight 
the pandemic at home, only 
5,000 healthcare workers 
will be allowed to leave 
every year, Bello said.

“We are starting only 
with a cap of 5,000 so we 
will not run out (of medi-
cal workers), but this may 
increase eventually,” Bello 
said.

Rodrigo Duterte
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Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 112,318 6,521 101,685 4,112

Saudi 
Arabia

355,034 +221 5,761 +16 342,882 6,391

UAE 157,785 +1,262 548 +1 148,080 9,157

Kuwait 139,734 +426 863 +2 131,560 7,311

Oman 121,360 1,365 112,406 7,589

Qatar 137,062 +174 235 134,100 2,727

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 12,354,646 261,130 

2 India 9,095,543 133,260

3 Brazil 6,020,164 168,687

4 France 2,127,051 48,518

5 Russia 2,064,748 35,778

6 Spain 1,589,219 42,619

7 UK 1,493,383 54,626

8 Italy 1,380,531 49,261

9 Argentina 1,359,042 36,790

10 Colombia 1,233,444 34,929

11 Mexico 1,025,969 100,823

12 Peru 946,087 35,484

13 Germany 909,387 14,154

14 Poland 843,475 13,288
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News in brief 
 u With a parade of people 
dressed in dinosaur costumes 
to represent Thailand’s 

establishment, high school students 
led a protest by thousands of people in 
Bangkok with calls to bring down the 
government and reform the monarchy. 
It was the first major protest since Prime 
Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha said on Thursday 
that police would use all laws against 
protesters, who have become the biggest 
challenge to Thailand’s rulers in years.

 u The death 
of a black man 
beaten by white 
security guards at a supermarket 
sparked protests across Brazil 
as the country celebrated Black 
Consciousness Day. A video of 
the incident in the southern city of 
Porto Alegre captured on a witness’s 
mobile phone was broadcast on 
social networks and Brazilian media. 
As the clip went viral, around 1,000 
protesters in Sao Paulo marched to 
a branch of the French-owned Carrefour supermarket chain and stoned the glass 
storefront before storming the premises, trashing and burning goods.

 u Ethiopia’s government claimed advances in its battle against the 
dissident Tigray region, while showing no signs of bowing to international 
pressure for a halt to the conflict that has caused tens of thousands to flee 
and raised fears of a humanitarian disaster. “Our defence forces are currently 
marching on Mekele,” the Ethiopia State of Emergency Fact Check, a government 
agency, said. The regional capital is the seat of the Tigray People’s Liberation 
Front (TPLF), which the government is seeking to dislodge from power.

 u Eight people were 
injured in a shooting at 
a US mall in Wisconsin 
according to police, who said they were 
still hunting for the shooter. The FBI and the 
Milwaukee County Sheriff’s office tweeted that 
their officers were on the scene at the Mayfair 
Mall in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, supporting 
the “active” response by local police. “When 
emergency personnel arrived, the shooter was 
no longer at the scene,” the Wauwatosa Police 
Department said in a statement.

 u The 17-year-
old right-wing 
extremist 

charged with shooting two people dead at a Black Lives Matter protest in 
the Midwestern US state of Wisconsin earlier this year was released after 
posting $2 million bail, one of his lawyers tweeted. Kyle Rittenhouse “is out 
of jail,” Lin Wood wrote, adding special thanks to actor Ricky Schroder and My 
Pillow chief executive Mike Lindell, an ally of US President Donald Trump, for 
contributions which put them “over the top.”

Thai students protest 
against ‘dinosaurs’

Teen accused of killing two at 
US protest released on $2mn bail

Protests in Brazil after security 
guards beat black man to death

Eight hurt in shooting at US 
mall, gunman still at large

India aims to reduce carbon 
footprint by 30-35 pc: Modi
• Modi says India set 
to double oil refining 
capacity in five years, 
earlier than expected

PTI | New Delhi

India’s Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi yesterday said the coun-

try was moving forward with the 
goal of reducing its carbon foot-
print by 30 to 35 per cent.

He also said that efforts were on 
to increase the use of natural gas 
by four times in this decade and to 
double the oil refining capacity in 
the next five years.

The prime minister said this 
while addressing the eighth con-
vocation of Pandit Deendayal Pe-
troleum University (PDPU) here 
via video conference.

‘Today, the country is moving 
forward with the goal of reducing 
its carbon footprint by 30 to 35 
per cent. When I told this to the 
world, it expressed surprise and 
wondered if India could achieve 
this,’ he said.

‘Our effort is to increase the 
share of natural gas in our energy 
needs by four times in this decade. 
Work is also on to nearly double 
the oil refining capacity in the 
coming five years,’ he added.

He also expressed confidence 
that the country will achieve its 

renewable energy generation tar-
get ‘before time’.

‘Today, per unit cost (of solar 
power) has come down to less 
than Rs 2 from Rs 12-13 earlier. 
Today, solar power has become 
the country’s priority. We have 
made a commitment to generate 
175 gigawatt renewable energy 
and I am confident that we will 
achieve this before 2022,’ he said.

‘Also, our renewable energy 
target of 450 gigawatt by 2030, a 
big aim, will be achieved before 
time...I am confident of that,’ he 
said.

Modi said that the oil and gas 
sector will see an investment of 
crores of rupees in this decade, 

which will create opportunities 
for the graduating students of 
the university in the fields of re-
search, manufacturing and others.

He also said that work is under-
way to strengthen the start-ups 
ecosystem related to the ener-
gy security sector, and a special 
fund has been allocated for the 
purpose.

‘If you have any idea, product 
or any concept which you want 
to incubate, then this fund will be 
a good opportunity for you, and a 
gift from the government,’ he said.

The PM said that despite the 
hardships caused by the corona-
virus pandemic, the graduating 
students should remember that 

their strength and capacities are 
much bigger than the challenges, 
and asked them not to lose con-
fidence.

‘What is more important than 
problems is your purpose, pref-
erence and your commitment. 
This is not that you are facing 
a challenge for the first time in 
your life, or that this is the last 
challenge. It is not the case that a 
successful person does not have 
problems. But those who accept 
the challenges and defeat them 
are the ones who succeed,’ he said.

He asked the students to recall 
the period of the country’s Inde-
pendence movement and how 
people sacrificed their lives for 
it. He asked them to similarly be-
come a soldier for ‘Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat’.

He said that those who succeed 
in life possess a sense of respon-
sibility.

Lebanese police inspect a damaged car after fugitives crashed it into a tree

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his address (file photo)

The remains of the two men discovered in Pompeii

People inspect a damaged house after several rockets land at Khair Khana, north west of Kabul

The rocket attack in Kabul 
city has nothing to do with 

the mujahideen of the Islamic 
Emirate

TALIBAN SPOKESMAN ZABIHULLAH MUJAHID

Our effort is to increase 
the share of natural 

gas in our energy needs 
by four times in this 

decade. Work is also on 
to nearly double the oil 
refining capacity in the 

coming five years
NARENDRA MODI

69
people broke out of a 
detention facility near 
the presidential palace 

in Baabda, east of Beirut 
despite tight security

Pompeii officials said 
the men apparently 

escaped the initial fall 
of ash from Mount 
Vesuvius then suc-

cumbed to a powerful 
volcanic blast that 
took place the next 
morning. The later 

blast apparently in-
vaded the area from 

many points, sur-
rounding and burying 

the victims in ash,

KNOW WHAT

Taliban and Afghan govern-
ment negotiators launched 

peace talks in Doha in Septem-
ber but progress has been slow 
and violence has raged across 

Afghanistan regardless

KNOW WHAT


