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Homework app named best at INJAZ Innovation Camp

TDT | Manama  

An app to access students’ 
past projects, homework as-

signments and school supplies, 
which was developed concep-
tually by a team led by Ahmed 
M. Zainal, won first place during 

INJAZ Innovation Camp.
Over 100 final year high school 

students (Tawjeehi) participated 
in the event, in which each team 
were required to create an app 
to address the issues faced by 
students. The first place winning 
app, conceptualised to be run 

by students, enables students to 
access their past projects, home-
work assignments, as well as the 
inventory of school supplies for 
home delivery.

The competition was part of 
INJAZ Innovation Camp (ICamp) 
held at the Al-Istiqlal Secondary 

Girls School in Muharraq.
The event, also INJAZ Bah-

rain’s largest one-day workshop, 
aimed at motivating secondary 
and university students to find 
innovative solutions to a busi-
ness challenge through critical 
thinking, teamwork, communi-

cation and leadership skills.
The volunteers were appreci-

ated by Ebrahim K. Kanoo Man-
aging Director, Talal F. Kanoo. 
“Ebrahim K. Kanoo is commit-
ted to its partnership with Injaz 
Bahrain which plays a vital role 
in building the skillset of Bah-

rain’s youth through its various 
educational programmes,” stat-
ed Kanoo. A team of eight em-
ployees from different business 
divisions of Ebrahim K. Kanoo 
volunteered for the Camp. EKK’s 
marketing department led teams 
won the first and second places.

Over 100 final year high school students (Tawjeehi) participated in the event. Above, the camp held at the Al-Istiqlal Secondary Girls School in Muharraq.

Preparations in full swing 
for rainy season: official
TDT | Manama

The rains that started bat-
tering the Middle East had 

pushed the authorities here 
into action with them activat-
ing preventive measures all 
across Bahrain to avoid the 
risks of heavy rain.  

Latest reports say the rain 
has hit several parts of the 
UAE with its National Centre 
of Meteorology (NCM) warning 
unstable weather there in the 
next few days. 

Agriculture and Marine Re-
sources Agency of the Minis-
try of Works, Municipalities 
Affairs & Urban Planning said 
it hopes to avoid water logging 
issues this time around in the 
Kingdom.  

In previous years, heavy 
water-logging were reported 
from several parts of the King-
dom. 

The government assured 
that it is now taking more 
measures to prevent such is-
sues from repeating. 

Many have raised their con-
cerns regarding water logging 
in several low lying areas. 
Spells of showers have caused 
misery to many in Bahrain last 

year and earlier this year.

Cleaned drains
This year, the authority said 

it is working to resolve such 
issues and has already cleaned 
agricultural drains in many 
areas. 

“The cleaning of some of 
the largest agricultural drains 
such as in Tubli has already 
completed,” said Director of 
Agricultural Engineering and 
Water Resources Department 
at the Agriculture and Marine 
Resources Agency, Shawqi 
Al-Mannai. 

“Harmful plants and waste 
were removed from the 
drains,” Al-Mannai said adding 
that agricultural drains con-
tribute immensely to draining 
rainwater. 

Besides, task forces are cre-
ated to combat the issues that 
may surface during down-
pours.  

The rainy season was a 
strong point of discussions 
during a recent meeting of the 
Ministry with municipal coun-
cil members. 

Ministry officials assured 
that measures are being taken 
to avoid inconveniences. 

Cardiac centre gets IT power 
Providing Mohammed Bin Khalifa Cardiac Center Project with IT Infrastructure

• The project is 
funded by the Abu 
Dhabi Fund for 
Development (ADFD) 
as part of the Gulf 
Support Programme for 
Development Projects in 
the Kingdom of Bahrain

TDT | Manama 

An agreement was signed 
yesterday to enhance the 
capabilities of Moham-

med Bin Khalifa Bin Salman Al 
Khalifa Cardiac Center Project 
with the latest information sys-
tems and technologies used by 
health facilities worldwide.

The move, in line with the 
digital transformation process 
in Bahrain, will make Moham-
med bin Khalifa bin Salman Al 
Khalifa Heart Specialist Center, 
currently under construction in 
Awali, the first of its kind pro-
ject in Bahrain. 

The agreement was signed 
at the headquarters of the Su-
preme Council of Health with 
NGN Global Partnership, under 
the patronage of Lieutenant 
General Doctor Sheikh Moham-

med bin Abdulla Al Khalifa, the 
President of the Supreme Coun-
cil of Health. 

The project is funded by the 
Abu Dhabi Fund for Develop-
ment (ADFD) as part of the Gulf 
Support Programme for Devel-
opment Projects in the King-
dom of Bahrain.

On this occasion, the Moham-
med Bin Khalifa Bin Salman 
Al Khalifa Specialized Heart 
Center thanked Field Marshal 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Ahmed bin 
Salman Al Khalifa, Command-
er-in-Chief of the BDF for his 
unlimited support. 

The IT network in the centre 
will be one of the fastest-grow-
ing networks in the world, 
with the data servers using 
vsophisticated technologies, 
combining the possibility of 
tangible and virtual servers, in 
addition to linking the entire 
work environment with cloud  
computing.

The centre will  also be 
equipped with other advanced 
technologies related to the man-
agement of patients and doctors 
in the hospital.

Alternative IT systems will 
be available to ensure business 

continuity in various internal 
and external emergencies. 

The signing ceremony was 
attended by Dr Risan Al-Bad-
ran, Director of the Cardiology 
Center, Assistant Director of 
Military Works Brig. Dr Abdul-
lah Rashid Al-Tamimi, Shaikh 
Khalid Bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
Chief Technical Officer of Seha-
ti Project, Abdullah Eid, Assis-
tant Director of the Center for 
Administrative and Financial 
Affairs, Nawaf Mohammed Ab-
dul Rahman, Director of Infor-
mation Technology, and Yaccob 
Al Awadhi, CEO of NGN. 

Officials during the deal signing held at headquarters of Supreme Council of Health

Bahrain’s Ambassador to Belgium and Luxembourg and the Kingdom’s representative 
to the European Union and NATO, Dr Bahia Jawad Al Jishi, with Luxembourg’s 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Jean Asselborn and Arab ambassadors accredited to 
his country. Al Jishi expressed Bahrain’s aspirations to enhance cooperation and 
coordination across all sectors, especially in the field of Islamic banking. The meeting 
also discussed issues of common concern, the latest regional and international 
developments and ways of enhancing cooperation between Arab countries and 
Luxembourg.

Singapore’s Senior Minister of State for Defence and Foreign Affairs Maliki 
Osman arrived in Bahrain to take part in the 15th Manama Dialogue. He was 
welcomed alongside his delegation at the airport by Defence Affairs Minister 
Lieutenant-General Abdullah bin Hassan Al Nuaimi.

Lane closure on King Faisal Highway

Maintenance works on 
King Faisal Highway at 

Manama necessitate the clo-
sure of some lanes in the route, 
said Works Ministry. 

The closure will affect fast 
lane between Al Furdah Av-
enue and Palace Avenue for 
eastbound traffic leading to 

Muharraq as well as fast and 
middle lanes between Al Far-
duh Avenue and Palace Avenue 
for eastbound traffic leading to 
Muharraq from 11:00 p.m. to 
12:00 p.m. 

The closure effective yes-
terday will continue until  
Sunday.

Minister of Justice, Islamic Affairs and Endowments Shaikh Khalid bin 
Ali Al Khalifa chaired the 35th session of the Arab Justice Ministers 
Council which convened at the Arab League, in Egypt. He stressed 
in the opening session the importance of fighting terrorism in the 
region. The Arab Justice Ministers, the Secretariat General of the Arab 
Interior Ministers Council, the Gulf Cooperation Council, Naif Arab 
University for Security Sciences (NAUSS) and the Arab Lawyers Union 
participated in the meeting.
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Protesters stay holed up 
on Hong Kong campus

Reuters | Hong Kong

Fewer than 100 protesters 
remained holed up in a 

Hong Kong universityyester-
day as riot police encircled 
the campus, with some activ-
ists desperately searching for 
ways to escape while others  
hid.

Some protesters said they 
where holding out not for a 
showdown with police, but 
because they were innocent 
and looking for an escape  
route.

“I won’t consider surrender-
ing. Surrendering is for peo-
ple who are guilty. None of us 
inside are guilty,” Michelle, a 
20-year-old student, said on 
the campus of Polytechnic 
University on the Kowloon 
peninsula.

Rubbish has piled up around 
the campus, with trash and 
debris from homemade pet-
rol bombs littered across the 
grounds. Many protesters have 
abandoned their equipment, 
including gas masks and um-
brellas.

Much of the campus is dam-
aged, with rooms vandalised 
and windows shattered. Elec-
tricity and water are still func-
tioning.

The Asian financial hub 

has had a brief respite from 
months of  often violent 
demonstrations, with relative 
calm across the city for the 
past two days and nights ahead 
of District Council elections 
set for Sunday.

The government said late 
on Wednesday it was closely 
monitoring the situation to see 
whether the elections could be 
held safely.

The university, in the centre 
of the bustling Kowloon pen-
insula, is the last campus still 
occupied by activists during a 
week that saw the most intense 
violence since the anti-govern-
ment demonstrations escalat-
ed more than five months ago.

China has accused the Unit-
ed States and Britain of stirring 
up trouble in Hong Kong and 
it has criticised the US House 
of Representatives over its 
passing of two bills aimed at 
supporting the protesters and 
sending a warning to China 
about human rights.

China’s state Xinhua news 
agency said a top Chinese of-
ficial in Hong Kong, Xie Feng, 
had summoned the US con-
sul-general to denounce the 
legislation as gross interfer-
ence and violation of interna-
tional law.

Graffiti and debris are seen in Hong Kong Polytechnic University (PolyU) in 
Hong Kong, China

Sri Lanka’s ruling siblings
New president swears in his brother as Prime Minister

• It is the first time 
in Sri Lankan history 
that two siblings 
have held the two top 
political positions

• Gotabaya, 70, 
had earlier served as 
defence chief under 
his brother Mahinda

• Mahinda, who 
had been Sri Lanka’s 
opposition leader 
since January, has held 
the prime minister’s 
post twice before

Reuters | Colombo

Sri Lanka’s newly elected 
president Gotabaya Ra-
japaksa yesterday swore 

in his elder brother, former 
president Mahinda Rajapaksa, 
as prime minister, cementing 
the powerful family’s political 
comeback.

The appointment of Mahinda 
Rajapaksa, 74, came hours after 
the former premier Ranil Wick-
remesinghe tendered his resig-
nation following the defeat of 
his party’s candidate in a pres-
idential election to Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa over the weekend.

It is the first time in Sri Lan-
kan history that two siblings 
have held the two top political 
positions, although Mahinda 
is only in charge of a caretaker 
government until parliamentary 

elections next year.
In a ceremony in the capi-

tal Colombo on Thursday, 
Gotabaya swore in his brother 
as their respective wives, sons 
and daughters-in-law looked on.

“I wish to congratulate and 
extend my warmest wishes to 
Hon Mahinda Rajapaksa, Prime 
Minister of the Democratic, So-
cialist Republic of Sri Lanka,” 
Gotabaya tweeted afterwards.

Gotabaya, 70, had earlier 
served as defence chief under 
his brother Mahinda, who him-
self served as president from 
2005-2015.

Mahinda, who had been Sri 
Lanka’s opposition leader since 
January, has held the prime 

minister’s post twice before.
He is set to be his party’s 

candidate in a parliamentary 
election expected around April. 
The former president, popular 
with the Sinhalese majority for 
overseeing the end of a 26-year 
long civil war, is broadly seen as 
a shoo-in.

The siblings face a tall order 
to revive Sri Lanka’s economy, 
which is in its deepest slump in 
nearly two decades following 
Easter Sunday Islamist attacks 
that killed over 250 people in 
churches and hotels. That hurt 
the rupee and the all-important 
tourism sector.

Gotabaya, who oversaw the 
defeat of Tamil separatists as his 

brother’s defence chief a dec-
ade ago, won the election after 
promising to secure the country 
against militant threats.

His economic manifesto tar-
gets average growth of at least 
6.5%, compared with 3.2% in 
2018, but economists are wor-
ried his plans may strain coffers. 
Managing a record $3 billion 
in annual external debt repay-
ments over the next five years 
will be another challenge.

Some investors see Rajapaksa 
as an experienced hand who 
will bring political stability to 
the island. Sri Lanka’s stock in-
dex and rupee currency have 
gained 1.9% and 0.5% respec-
tively since his election.

Sri Lanka’s President Gotabaya Rajapaksa and his brother and former leader Mahinda Rajapaksa, who was appointed as 
the new Prime Minister, are seen during the swearing in ceremony in Colombo, Sri Lanka

Australians shelter from bushfires
Reuters | Sydney

Firefighters  battled 
hundreds of bushfires 

across Australia on Thurs-
day as scores of blazes 
sprang up in new locations, 
triggering warnings that it 
was too late for some resi-
dents to evacuate.

As Thick smoke blan-
keted the most populous 
city of Sydney for a third 
day, residents were urged 
to keep children indoors, 
stepping up pressure on 
Prime Minister Scott Mor-
rison to tackle climate 
change.

By early afternoon, doz-
ens of fires were burning 
across the southeastern 
state of Victoria and tem-
peratures of 40.9 Celsius 
(105.6 F) in Melbourne, its 
capital, matched the hot-
test day on record in 1894, 
Australia’s weather bureau 
said.

Authorities warned res-
idents of towns about 50 
km (31 miles) north of Bal-
larat, the state’s third larg-
est city, that it was too late 
for them to evacuate safely.

“You are in danger, act 

now to protect yourself,” 
fire authorities said in an 
alert. “It is too late to leave. 
The safest option is to take 
shelter indoors immedi-
ately.”

Blazes across several 
states have endangered 
thousands of  people, 
killing at least four peo-
ple this month, burning 
about 2.5 million acres (1 
million hectares) of farm-
land and bush and de-
stroying more than 400  
homes.

The early arrival and 

severity of the fires in 
the southern hemisphere 
spring follows three years 
of drought that experts 
have linked to climate 
change and which have left 
bushland tinder-dry.

With 10 days remain-
ing to the official start of 
summer, extreme temper-
atures and high winds have 
sparked wildfires in new 
areas, even as firefighters 
tracked the crisis across 
the mainland, the North-
ern Territory and the is-
land of Tasmania.

Fort Denison is seen as haze from the ongoing bushfires covers 
the city skyline and the Sydney Opera House in the background, in 
Sydney, Australia

Aung San Suu Kyi to defend 
Myanmar at top UN court

The Telegraph

Myanmar’s civilian leader and 
Nobel peace laureate Aung San 

Suu Kyi will head up a delegation to 
the UN’s top court to defend a case ac-
cusing the mainly Buddhist country of 
genocide against Rohingya Muslims, 
the government said Wednesday, a 
decision that blind-sided observers.

West African nation Gambia is due 
to open its case before the Interna-
tional Court of Justice (ICJ) in De-
cember on behalf of the 57 member 
states of the Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation.

The complaint accuses Myanmar 
of breaching the 1948 UN Genocide 
Convention through its brutal mili-
tary campaign in 2017, which targeted 
the Rohingya minority in Rakhine 
state.

In the opening hearings, the small, 
majority-Muslim African country is 
expected to ask the court to make 
an emergency injunction to protect 
the Rohingya, pending a decision on 
whether to deal with the wider case.

But Ms Suu Kyi will personally lead 
a team to The Hague to “defend the 
national interest of Myanmar,” her 
office said.

Myanmar State Counselor Aung San Suu Kyi will defend her country over charges that it 
breached the 1948 UN Genocide Convention

IS claims attack in 
Egypt’s Sinai that 
killed officer
AP | Cairo

The Islamic State group 
has claimed an attack 

this week in Egypt’s restive 
Sinai Peninsula that killed 
an officer and wounded 
three others.

A statement by the ex-
tremist group released late 
on Wednesday on a mili-
tant-linked website says 
its fighters had targeted an 
armored vehicle carrying 
Egyptian forces with a road-
side bombing the previous 
day in the town of Sheikh 
Zuweid.

Egyptian officials had said 
a captain was killed and 
four members of the secu-
rity forces were wounded 
in a roadside bombing on 
Tuesday.

Egypt has been battling 
an Islamic insurgency in 
Sinai, led by the regional 
IS affiliate, that intensified 
after  the overthrew of Mo-
hammed Morsi, in 2013. The 
militants have carried out 
scores of attacks, mainly tar-
geting security forces and 
minority Christians.


