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Battle of Liaoluo Bay: Dutch 
East India Company defeated 
by Chinese Ming naval forces in 
southern Fujian sea

Tsar Peter the Great 
titles himself “Emperor 

of All Russia”

Thomas Edison 
perfects the car-
bonized cotton fil-
ament light bulb

US President John F. Kennedy makes a live 
television address about Soviet missile bases 

in Cuba and imposes a naval blockade on Cuba, 
beginning the Cuban Missile Crisis
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Warm congratula-
tions, Mr. Rodrigo 

Paz Pereira, on your elec-
tion as the President of 
Bolivia. Close and friend-
ly ties between India and 
Bolivia have long under-
pinned our mutually 
beneficial cooperation. 
I look forward to deep-
ening our partnership 
for shared progress and 
prosperity in the years 
to come.

@narendramodi

We must make 2026 
E u ro p e ’s  i n d e -

pendence moment. This 
is at the core of our 2026 
Work Programme ↓

@vonderleyen

I spoke with the Prime 
Minister of Spain, Pe-

dro Sánchez @sanchez-
castejon. Right now, as 
Russia daily strikes our 
energy infrastructure, 
every contribution from 
our partners is especial-
ly important. Spain has 
promptly provided specif-
ic energy assistance, and I 
am grateful for that.

@ZelenskyyUa

Today, I spoke with 
leading climate ex-

perts.  Their message 
was clear:  Limiting 
warming to 1.5°C by the 
end of this century is still 
possible, but urgent #Cli-
mateAction is needed. 
With #COP30 approach-
ing, let’s build the mo-
mentum we need for a 
safer future.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

News in brief 
 u EU and Chinese officials 
have agreed to meet in Brussels for 
“urgent” talks on China’s export 
controls on rare earths, EU trade chief 
Maros Sefcovic said after speaking 
to his Chinese counterpart yesterday 
The world’s leading producer of the 
minerals used to make magnets 
crucial to the auto, electronics 
and defence industries, China this month 
announced new controls on the export 
of rare-earth technologies. “I appreciate 
today’s constructive discussion during 
which we agreed to intensify contacts at 
all levels,” Sefcovic said after a video call 
with China’s Wang Wentao that lasted nearly two hours. “I invited the Chinese 
authorities to come to Brussels in the coming days to find urgent solutions. 
Minister Wang Wentao has accepted this invitation,” Sefcovic told reporters in the 
European Parliament in Strasbourg, France. The European Union says the Chinese 
restrictions have forced some of the bloc’s companies to halt production and 
inflicted economic harm.

u Colombia’s president met with the top 
US diplomat in his country and discussed anti-drug 
efforts, Bogota said yesterday, after a renewed public 
feud with counterpart Donald Trump frayed relations 
between the historic partners. President Gustavo 
Petro had a “long, frank, and constructive” meeting 
on Monday with US Charge d’Affaires John McNamara, 
Colombia’s foreign ministry said in a statement, after 

Trump threatened to revoke all aid and impose punishing tariffs on the South 
American nation. “Representatives from both countries agreed that this is the 
first step toward resolving the current impasse in bilateral relations and that 
further meetings will be held with the aim of reaching a prompt solution,” the 
statement said. Trump, who has launched a lethal 
naval campaign in the Caribbean against alleged drug 
traffickers, lashed out on Sunday at leftist Petro, 
calling him an “illegal drug dealer.”

u Sanae Takaichi was named Japan’s first woman 
prime minister Tuesday, with the social conservative 
saying she wanted “candid discussions” with US 
President Donald Trump just days ahead of his visit 
to Tokyo. Japan’s fifth premier in as many years leads 
a minority government and has a bulging in-tray, not 
least the scheduled arrival of the US leader next week. 
But in her first remarks in office, she said her priority 
was to tackle inflation, a major source of anger among 
voters, and would soon draft an “economic package” to deal with rising prices. The 
former heavy metal drummer and Margaret Thatcher admirer became head of the 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) on October 4, but its coalition collapsed days later.

Colombia, US 
vow to improve 
anti-drug 
strategy amid 
Trump-Petro 

feud

Conservative 
Takaichi named 
Japan’s first 

woman PM

EU, China to hold 
‘urgent’ talks on rare 
earth curbs

Israeli authorities them-
selves acknowledged in 

June that they had armed 
Palestinian gangs opposed 
to Hamas, without directly 
naming the one led by Abu 

Shabab.

KNOW WHAT

Mosquitoes discovered in 
Iceland for first time
Reykjavik, Iceland

Mosquitoes have been dis-
covered in Iceland in 

a first for the island nation, 
which has long been one of the 
world's mosquito-free places, a 
researcher told AFP Monday.

Three Culiseta annulata 
mosquitoes, two females and 
one male, were sighted around 
30 kilometres (20 miles) north 
of the capital Reykjavik, ac-
cording to Matthias Alfreds-
son, an entomologist at the 
Natural Science Institute of 
Iceland.

"They were all collected 
from wine ropes... aimed at at-
tracting moths," the research-
er said in an email, referring 
to a method of adding sugar 
to heated wine and dipping 
ropes or strips of fabric into 
the solution, which are then 
hung outside to entice the 
sweet-toothed insects.

Along with Antarctica, Ice-
land has long been one of the 
few places on earth without a 
mosquito population.

"It is the first record of mos-
quitoes occurring in the natu-
ral environment in Iceland. A 
single Aedes nigripes speci-
men (arctic mosquito species) 
was collected many years ago 
from an airplane at Keflavik 
airport," Alfredsson said, add-
ing that "unfortunately, that 
specimen is lost".

Their presence could "indi-
cate a recent introduction to 

the country, possibly via ships 
or containers", he said, but 
further monitoring in spring 
would be necessary to deter-
mine their further spread.

Rising temperatures, longer 
summers and milder win-
ters, all brought on by climate 
change, create a more favour-
able environment for mosqui-
toes to thrive.

But Alfredsson did not be-
lieve that a warmer climate 
explained the discovery.

The species "appears to be 
well adapted to colder cli-
mates", which "allows them 
to withstand long, harsh win-
ters when temperatures drop 
below freezing", he said.

He added that its "diverse 
breeding habitats... further 
enhances its ability to persist 
in Iceland's challenging envi-
ronment".

Trump urged Ukraine to give up 
land in ‘tense’ talks: Kyiv official
AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

US President Donald Trump 
pressured Ukrainian coun-

terpart Volodymyr Zelensky to 
give up the eastern Donbas re-
gion in exchange for peace dur-
ing “tense” talks last Friday in 
Washington, a senior Ukrainian 
official told AFP.

The source added that the talks 
with Trump were “not easy”, and 
that diplomatic efforts to end the 
Russia-Ukraine war felt like they 
were being “dragged out” and 
“going in circles”.

Zelensky met Trump at the 
White House last week, hoping 
to capitalise on the US leader’s 
growing frustration with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s reluc-
tance to accept a ceasefire.

But he instead left emp-
ty-handed after Trump -- who 

spoke with Putin the day before 
-- denied his request for long-

range Tomahawk missiles and 
pressured him into making a deal.

W h e n  a s k e d  i f  T r u m p 
urged Zelensky to pull out of land 
Ukraine still controlled -- one 
of Putin’s key demands -- the 
Ukrainian official told AFP: “Yes, 
that’s true.”

Following his meeting with 
Zelensky, Trump said on social 
media that their talks were “very 
interesting, and cordial, but I told 
him, as I likewise strongly sug-
gested to President Putin, that 
it is time to stop the killing, and 
make a DEAL!”

Trump promised to end Rus-
sia’s three-and-a-half-year in-
vasion within “24 hours” of his 
inauguration in January, but has 
failed to extract any concessions 
from Putin.

His position on the war has 
repeatedly shifted following his 
conversations with both Putin 
and Zelensky.

Traditional Russian wooden nesting dolls, Matryoshka dolls, depicting Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and US President Donald Trump are displayed for sale at 
a gift shop on the touristic Arbat street in downtown Moscow

Saudi Crown Prince to meet 
Trump in Washington next month
AFP | Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince 
will meet US President 
Donald Trump during a 

three-day visit to Washington 
next month, a source close to the 
government told AFP yesterday

Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman will arrive on November 
17 and discuss political, econom-

ic and security files with Trump 
the following day, the source 
said on condition of anonymity.

The crown prince’s trip was 
revealed days into a fragile Gaza 
ceasefire brokered by Trump 
that was warmly welcomed by 
Saudi Arabia. 

Some media reports sug-
gest Saudi Arabia is hoping 
for a US security agreement 

after Trump’s executive order 
this month pledging to de-
fend its neighbour Qatar from 
 attacks.

Before the Gaza war broke out 
in October 2023, Saudi Arabia 
held tentative talks with the US 
on normalising ties with Israel 
in return for security and nucle-
ar energy pledges.

The visit by the crown prince 

follows Trump’s trip to Sau-
di Arabia in May during the 
first foreign tour of his second  
term.

Saudi Arabia and the US have 
enjoyed a close relationship 
for decades based on privi-
leged access to Saudi oil re-
serves in exchange for military  
protection.

Saudi Arabia has spearhead-

ed moves championing state-
hood for the Palestinians, in-
cluding organising a UN con-
ference along with France in  
July.

Last month, the two coun-
tries’ “New York Declaration” 
supporting a Hamas-free Pales-
tinian state was backed in a vote 
by the United Nations General 
Assembly.

Hamas says dealt ‘severe blow’ to 
group it says collaborated with Israel

AFP | Gaza City, Palestinian 
Territories

Palestinian Islamist movement 
Hamas said yesterday its so-

called Radea security force had 
“dealt a severe blow” to an armed 
group in Gaza it accuses of col-
laborating with Israel.

In a statement, Hamas said its 
Radea security force carried out 
an “operation early yesterday 
morning in the southern Gaza 
Strip, targeting the fugitive Yas-
ser Abu Shabab”.

Hamas added that it arrested 
“a number of members” of Abu 
Shabab’s Popular Forces group 
during the operation and confis-
cated “military equipment and 
tools used in their subversive 
activities”.

The statement added that the 
operation was carried out “as 
part of the ongoing deterrence 
operation against dens of trea-
son”.

Hamas recently established the 
Radea unit, whose name trans-
lates to “deterrence” and whose 
purpose it says is to “enforce or-
der”.

Clashes broke out early last 
week in Gaza City’s Shujai-

ya neighborhood between the 
Radea force and several armed 
groups, including that of Yasser 
Abu Shabab, which Hamas ac-
cuses of looting and receiving 
weapons from Israel.

Abu Shabab’s Popular Forces 
originally started operating in 
Gaza’s southern Rafah gover-
norate and was accused of aid 
looting.

In July, Abu Shabab said his 

group was able to move freely 
in zones under Israeli military 
control and communicated their 
operations beforehand.

Since the ceasefire agreement 
between Israel and Hamas in 
the Gaza Strip on October 10, 
the movement has sought to 
reassert its presence on the 
ground and reaffirm its control 
over the devastated Palestinian  
enclave.

Last week, Hamas’ official tele-
vision channel broadcast images 
of what it said was an execution 
of eight “collaborators”, shot in 
front of a crowd in a Gaza City 
street.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said Saturday 
that the war in Gaza would not 
be over until Hamas disarms as 
the US-brokered ceasefire deal 
stipulates.

Hamas has not directly ad-
dressed the issue since US Pres-
ident Donald Trump presented 
the plan two weeks ago.

Smoke billows following an Israeli strike that targeted a building in the Bureij 
camp for Palestinian refugees in the central Gaza Strip

US man who faked death, fled to UK, 
gets five years for rape

Rossi faces a second sentencing under another rape conviction in November

• In 2019, Rossi led 
people around him to 
believe he was suffering 
from advanced cancer

• Rossi was arrested 
in October 2021 after 
he checked into the 
Scottish hospital

AFP | Los Angeles, United States

An American who faked 
his own death and fled to 
Scotland to evade justice 

was sentenced Monday to five-
years-to-life in prison for raping 
his ex-girlfriend 17 years ago.

Nicholas Rossi, 38, who poten-
tially could spend the rest of his 
days behind bars, went to great 
lengths to conceal his identity 
and flee after committing the 
rape in the western state of Utah 
in 2008, authorities said.

State Judge Barry Lawrence 

pointed to this as an “aggravat-
ing factor” as he handed down 
the sentence in a Salt Lake City 
court Monday.

“He is the very definition of 
a flight risk,” Lawrence said of 
Rossi. “He fled the country to 
avoid investigation, he took on 
an alias, and even in response to 
this case, refused to admit who 
he was.”

“I conclude that the only ap-
propriate sentence in this case 
is to send you to prison,” the 
judge added.

According to state laws in 
Utah, where Rossi was con-
victed in August 2025 of raping 
his former girlfriend, a judicial 
commission will decide when he 
can be released. He was extra-
dited back to the United States 

in January 2024.Rossi faces a 
second sentencing under anoth-
er rape conviction in November.

Rossi’s ruses included faking 
his death under his legal name, 
Nicholas Alahverdian, and pub-
lishing an obituary stating he 
had died of non-Hodgkin’s lym-
phoma.

While on the run in Europe, 
Rossi posed as an Irish man 
when he went to a Glasgow 
hospital in 2021 to be treated 
for Covid-19.

Authorities in Utah began 
searching for Rossi, when he 
was identified in 2018 through 
a decade-old DNA rape kit tied 
to the other case, according to 
CBS News.

In 2019, Rossi led people 
around him to believe he was 
suffering from advanced cancer. 
Then he published an online 
obit before disappearing and 
fleeing to the United Kingdom.

The target of an Interpol no-
tice, Rossi was arrested in Octo-
ber 2021 after he checked into 
the Scottish hospital.

He claimed to be Arthur 
Knight, an Irish orphan. How-
ever, police and medical staff 
identified him as Nicholas Rossi 
because his tattoos matched In-
terpol’s description.

Throughout the proceedings, 
he maintained he was the victim 
of mistaken identity, claiming 
even that the tattoos were ap-
plied without his knowledge 
while he was unconscious in 
the hospital.

He also claimed that his 
fingerprints, taken at the hos-
pital, were swapped to make 
him appear as the wanted man. 
During the extradition pro-
ceedings, he showed up in an 
electric wheelchair, wearing an  
oxygen mask.

However, a doctor ruled 
there was no medical reason 
for this, describing the condi-
tion of his legs as “strong and  
athletic.”

According to Sky News, inves-
tigators said that Rossi had used 
at least a dozen aliases to evade 
capture over the years.

Nicholas Rossi

Oasis guitars among music memorabilia worth £3 m at UK auction
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Legendary guitars, iconic 
glasses and handwritten 

lyrics from some of the biggest 
names in music are going under 
the hammer at a London auction 
this week.

Taking centre stage is Noel 
Gallagher’s cherry-red Gibson 
guitar, damaged by his brother 
Liam during a backstage brawl 
the night Oasis broke up at the 
height of their fame in 2009.

Reflecting on the row, Noel 
later told reporters in 2011 that 
a furious Liam had stormed into 
the dressing room with the gui-
tar, which he was “wielding like 
an axe”.

“It’s historic. If you’re an Oasis 
fan, you look at that guitar and 
you immediately know what it 
is,” music specialist Mark Hoch-
man told AFP at memorabilia 
specialist Propstore’s auction 

preview.
“It caused the break-up of the 

band. Liam smashed it. Noel got 
in a taxi, and that was it for 16 
years,” he added.

In 2022, the repaired Gib-
son was sold for 385,000 eu-

ros ($445,000) at an auction in 
Paris.

But with the British super-
group now in the middle of a 
record-breaking comeback tour, 
the instrument is currently ex-
pected to fetch up to £500,000 

($668,300).
Noel’s Takamine acoustic gui-

tar, used to record the hit song 
“Wonderwall”, will also go on 
the auction block during the sale 
on Friday and Saturday.

“If you ask anybody, name me 
an Oasis song... they’re going 
to say Wonderwall... I think it 
was the first song from the 90s 
to reach a billion streams,” said 
music specialist Richie Moores, 
who has been collecting Noel’s 
guitars for 20 years.

The guitars are part of the 
largest collection of Oasis mem-
orabilia ever to come to auction, 
worth over £1 million.

With interest in them “grow-
ing and growing and growing”, 
Hochman believes Oasis will 
become “one of the most col-
lectable bands” in the long term.

‘Happier time’
From the wider sale, a pair 

of glasses worn by John Len-
non during his infamous “Lost 
Weekend” period over 18 
months in Los Angeles in the 
early 1970s is expected to sell 
for as much as £300,000.

The circular, orange-tinted 
glasses are one of the most rec-
ognisable personal items ever 
owned by the Beatles star.

“These particular glasses are 
the most historic and prove-
nanced of any John Lennon 
glasses to come to market, and 
that’s what makes them so val-
uable,” said Hochman.

Michael Jackson’s white fedo-
ra from the 1988 “Smooth Crim-
inal” video is also up for auction, 
valued between £40,000 and 
£80,000. Collectors will be able 
to snap up Elvis Presley’s classic 
“Grand Prix” sunglasses, a sig-
nature accessory that became 
synonymous with the king’s lat-
er career.

Noel Gallagher’s Takamine FP460SC 
acoustic guitar used to record the song 
“Wonderwall” 

Elvis Presley’s origional Grand Prix 
Sunglasses

John Lennon’s Tinted Prescription 
“Lost Weekend” glasses

A white fedora hat worn by Michael 
Jackson in the 1988 smooth criminal 
music video

Erdogan heads to Doha eyeing Qatari Eurofighter jets
AFP | Istanbul, Turkey

Turkey’s President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan was due in 

Doha late yesterday as Ankara 
sought to acquire some of Qatar’s 
used Eurofighter Typhoon jets, a 
Turkish security source told AFP.

Erdogan flew in from Kuwait 
and was expected to meet Qatar’s 
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani on Wednesday, accord-
ing to the Turkish leader’s office.

“Turkey has been trying to ne-
gotiate to acquire some of Qatar’s 
used Eurofighters,” the source 
told AFP, speaking on condition 

of anonymity because they were 
not authorised to talk to journal-
ists. “In exchange, Turkey has 
offered access to its new-gener-
ation fighter jet, the Kaan, as part 
of a potential technology transfer 
arrangement.”

So far “no concrete progress” 
had been made with the nego-
tiations still ongoing, the source 
said. Turkey wants to modern-
ise its air force and has in re-
cent years sought to buy 40 new 
Eurofighter Typhoons built by 
a four-nation consortium of 
Germany, Britain, Spain and  
Italy.


