
It is a well-known fact that the GCC 
countries have historically turned 
to expatriates to work alongside 

their nationals in building the modern 
infrastructure of their countries, post 
the ‘seventies oil boom. And yet, expat 
employees are unfortunately the soft 
target whenever GCC governments and 
lawmakers need a bit of chest-thumping 
to show that they are working for na-
tionalization. Of all the initiatives that 
the region has seen, perhaps HRH the 
Crown Prince 
S a l m a n  b i n 
Hamad Al Khal-
ifa’s successful 
dismantling of 
the rigid spon-
sorship system 
was  perhaps 
the most effec-
tive because it 
led to the es-
tablishment of a 
transparent de-
velopment and 
training chan-
nel in Tamkeen 
while  g iving 
foreign work-
ers the right 
to change jobs, 
thus levelling 
the workspace.

Bahrain has 
a l s o  a l w a y s 
t o p p e d  t h e 
t a b l e  o f  i n -
vestor-friend-
ly  countries, 
t h a n k s  t o  a 
clear and fair 
legal  system 
and a sizeable 
pool of educated Bahrainis, willing to 
work. But this has to now be measured 
in terms of what support we are giving 
our investors at the time of pandemic. 
Attracting investors with our undenia-
ble advantages during good times is the 
easy part. Keeping them and protecting 
our goodwill in international business 
circles is the true test of our ability to 
remain in the big league where FDI – for-
eign direct investments – are concerned.

To do this, we need our MPs to draft a 
clear recovery plan that will include for-
eign business owners as well. It will be 
unfair to exclude them from the conces-
sions since many have chosen Bahrain 
to invest their life-savings in business. 
They pay VAT and they pay GOSI charges 
for employees just like the Bahraini busi-
ness owners do and we must reciprocate 
by supporting them.

Besides our MPs, we need bodies such 
as the BCCI to connect with the business 
community and investors and under-
stand how they are coping and what 
help they need. Our government is most 
forward-looking and we need to give 
them data and inputs on how they can 
support investors at this critical junc-
ture. The same level playing field that 
workers today enjoy, must be a measure 
of success for investors too.

Our 
government 
is most 
forward-
looking and 
we need to 
give them 
data and 
inputs on 
how they 
can support 
investors at 
this critical 
juncture.

‘A courageous decision’
HM King Hamad’s peace vision stems from his firm belief in co-existence, tolerance between 
nations and people: Foreign Minister

TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa took a coura-
geous decision to reinforce 

peace in the region, by signing the 
declaration supporting peace be-
tween Bahrain and Israel, Foreign 
Affairs Minister Dr Abdullatif bin 
Rashid Al Zayani has affirmed.

The Foreign Minister pointed out 
that HM the King’s wise vision in this 
context stems from his firm belief in 
co-existence and tolerance between 
nations and peoples, and for peace, 
security, and stability to prevail in 
the Middle East.

This came during a meeting of the 
Foreign Minister with a number of 
members of the local press.

Also present were the ministry’s 
International Affairs undersecre-
tary Dr Shaikh Abdulla bin Ahmed 
Al Khalifa and National Communi-
cation Centre executive Yousif Al-
binkhalil, in addition to a number of 
the ministry’s senior officials.

The Foreign Minister expressed 
his deep appreciation for the local 
press and their sincere national ef-
forts to enlighten, educate, and in-
form public opinion about what is 
happening in the local, regional, and 
international arena.

He appreciated their prominent 
role in promoting the Kingdom’s 
march and contributing to building 
its renaissance, progress, and pros-
perity in the bright era of HM King 
Hamad.

The Foreign Minister also pointed 
out that this fraternal meeting comes 
in implementation of the directives 
of HM the King to communicate with 
writers and inform them of the con-
tents of the declaration supporting 
peace.

He indicated that the wise vision 
of HM the King stresses the impor-

tance of spreading peace, stability, 
and prosperity throughout the world, 
and the need to reach a just and com-
prehensive peace in the Middle East 
as a strategic option, and settling the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict according 
to the two-state solution.

He stated that the vision of HM 
the King is based on the values of 
tolerance and co-existence between 
nations, peoples, and religions.

Authentic values
The Foreign Minister said that 

Bahrain has been known throughout 
the ages as a tolerant, co-existent and 
accepting society, adding that these 
are authentic values that have been 
rooted in its people, and affirming 
that peace needs courage, patience, 
perseverance, sincerity, and faith.

He added that Bahrain, with its 
historic step, gained the respect of 
the countries of the world in Amer-
ica, Europe and Asia, and noted that 
this move is a message from HM the 
King and the people to the world.

The Foreign Minister explained 
that the declaration supporting peace 
is an important step for Bahrain and 
added that it is not directed against 
anyone.

Good neighbourliness
He said that Bahrain believes in the 

principles of good neighbourliness 
and resolving disputes by peaceful 

means, in accordance with the prin-
ciples of the UN Charter, and it seeks 
to make this region safe, stable, and 
prosperous for the benefit of its peo-
ple.

He also stressed that security and 
stability go hand in hand, as there is 
no prosperity without security, and 
no security without prosperity.

He said that, during the past dec-
ades, the Middle East has witnessed 
devastating wars and conflicts that 
have caused the deterioration of 
the situation of a number of Arab 
countries, and led to millions of Arab 
youth losing hope for a better future 
and a free and decent life.

The Foreign Minister also affirmed 
that the tragic situation in a number 
of Arab countries needs to be han-
dled with a new approach—one that 
helps restore security, stability and 
peace to the region, and gives people 
hope for a better future.

For their part, the writers of opin-
ion in the local press praised the 
important role and the courageous 
historical step taken by Bahrain by 
signing a declaration supporting 
peace with Israel.

They highlighted the great ef-
forts undertaken by the Kingdom 
to achieve security, peace, and pros-
perity in the region, and wished Bah-
rain more tangible achievements 
in everything that would serve the 
country and its citizens.
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This means they were 
broadly advocates 
of a federated (or 

confederated), centralized 
European state, without 

ever having the necessary 
political debate that 

raged in the US in the 
1790s between the 

advocates of centralism 
(Alexander Hamilton) and 
decentralization (Thomas 

Jefferson). 
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DR. JOHN C. HULSMAN

I have long suspected that the 
endless undoubtedly boring Eu-
ropean summit meetings are so 

turgid for a reason. It is easy to get 
lost in the byzantine complexities of 
false agreements that actually solve 
nothing. And that is how the EU likes 
it: For us to have little idea that it is a 
paper tiger, so much less than meets 
the eye in terms of its geostrategic 
power.

But crises clarify. And there is 
absolutely no doubt that the coro-
navirus has made crystal clear that 
the old model governing the EU has 
finally, after a brilliant 70-year run, 
entirely run out of steam. The sup-
posed deal over emergency Europe-
an coronavirus funds pledged last 
week to the plague-ravaged south, 
far from being a concord, has ex-
posed the EU’s haplessness for all 
to see.

First, if you are brave enough to 
wade through the actual agreement 
reached, it becomes palpably clear 
that it is full of policy holes. The 
Eurogroup of finance ministers has 
recommended using the European 
Stability Mechanism (ESM), estab-
lished in the wake of the 2008 Great 
Recession, to meet the southerners’ 
needs.

A basic problem with this is that 
the ESM was set up in the wake of 
an asymmetric shock — the par-
ticular economic follies of Greece 
and possibly other southern econ-
omies — rather than the symmetric 
shock of a global pandemic. In other 
words, there can be no doubt that 
Greece was largely to blame for its 
own parlous situation. The same 

cannot now be said of the Southern 
European states ravaged by a global 
pandemic. The basic issue of fairness 
is in real question.

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe 
Conte rightly calls the proposed 
€540 billion ($587 billion) rescue 
plan “a trap.” The accord is there to 
only deal with the immediate impact 
of the virus. However, over the much 
larger rescue efforts necessary to 
revive the Italian and other south-
ern economies necessitated by the 
debilitating lockdown, normal con-
ditionality will be imposed.

This is understandably political-
ly toxic in Italy, where it is seen as 
surrendering basic sovereignty to 
the uncertain mercies of economic 
overlords the EU, the International 
Monetary Fund and the Europe-
an Central Bank. No Italian leader 
could accept such colonization and 
survive. In true Kafkaesque fash-
ion, no country in the south that 
truly needs the ESM can politically 
accept it. These design flaws have 
become so obvious that the deal has 
unraveled almost immediately upon 
delivery.

This amounts to more than Eu-
rope’s glaring inability to behave as 
a union when it truly counts; it also 
illustrates the limits of the guiding 
philosophy of the EU. The “Monnet 
method” — functionalism — is a pol-
icy strategy based on the advocacy of 
small, technocratic, apolitical agree-
ments being agreed to precisely be-
cause they seemed secondary, or 
technical, eventually amounting to 
decisive movement toward a con-
federated European state.

In the 1950s, rather than talking 
about grand visions of European 

union (a Valhalla that had far less 
than majority support), it was better 
to discuss seemingly inoffensive coal 
and steel union, even as the latter led 
to further economic union, and then 
to a degree of political union. Large 
political questions were to be pur-
posefully avoided in favor of getting 
to large political answers (always in 
the direction of ever closer union) 
through the backdoor of technical, 
apolitical initiatives. Over decades, 
functionalism met with the great-
est of success, as a broadly united 
Europe emerged, all without ever 
answering the basic question of what 
sort of political construct was truly 
being created.

While this seemed clever and it 
worked for a long while, in actuality, 
functionalism has stored up a great 
deal of trouble for Europe, which has 
come home to roost since the Great 
Recession of 2008. The founders of 
the EU wanted a powerful Hamilto-
nian Brussels without ever having 
their Hamiltonian moment..

This means they were broadly 
advocates of a federated (or confed-
erated), centralized European state, 
without ever having the necessary 
political debate that raged in the US 
in the 1790s between the advocates 
of centralism (Alexander Hamilton) 
and decentralization (Thomas Jef-
ferson). In the end, the federalist ad-
ministration of George Washington 
opted for Hamilton’s centralizing 
vision, won overwhelming re-elec-
tion and a popular mandate for the 
national government to assume state 
debt, while at the same time estab-
lishing a powerful national Treas-
ury, brilliantly headed by Hamilton 
himself.

Due to an overly clever function-
alism, present European leaders 
(with the honorable exception of 
President Emmanuel Macron of 
France) shied away from this diffi-
cult argument in the happier times 
that preceded the coronavirus. But 
the failure of functionalism over the 
past 70 years to decisively answer 
the question of what sort of union 
Europe was to become is now fatally 
handicapping basic and necessary 
efforts to combat the coronavirus 
— the political risk event of our gen-
eration.

The result is an EU built only for 
sunny weather, which trundles along 
nicely in good times, but is fatally 
overmatched in bad ones. A political 
union that no one really believes in 
and whose members are not willing 
to make the basic sacrifice of blood 
and treasure for is a union only in 
name. And, without the Hamiltoni-
an moment in these times of crisis, 
Europe will be increasingly unfit 
for purpose.

A FOOL THINKS HIMSELF TO 
BE WISE, BUT A WISE MAN 
KNOWS HIMSELF TO BE A 
FOOL.
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

Once again the leaders, the busi-
ness houses and the people of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain have 

come together in the spirit of patriot-
ism and unity to raise defenses against 
an unusual and unseen enemy – the 
COVID-19 virus pandemic.

In just 24 hours, these parties, led by 
the example of HH Shaikh Nasser bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, have raised over BD 
21 million to help people and business-
es struck by the impact of the virus. 
The funds, under the project ‘Feena 
Khair’ (There is Good in Us) will be 
used for business support and medical 
support as well as humanitarian food 
and clothing aid. 

The Bahrain Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry also provided its spacious 
and centrally-located old premises for 
use by the COVID-19 task force. 

In the midst of our peculiar con-
dition of isolation, social dis-
tancing and despair, we must 
rejoice in this stream of com-
passion that has sprung from 
amidst us to counter the harsh 
reality of the crisis. It is praise-
worthy of the big businesses 
to have come forward to sup-
port the vision of the leaders 
of Bahrain and keep the hu-
manitarian consideration as 
the first priority in this crisis. 

Long after the dust has set-
tled around the world, those 
who will be remembered 
are leaders who led from 
the heart. Undoubtedly, the 
response of Bahrain’s lead-
ership will shed a beacon of 
light on our historic response. 
Inspired by His Majesty, our 
Crown Prince and First Dep-
uty Premier guided the gov-
ernment in the crucial early 
days to approach the sensi-
tive themes of quarantine and 
treatment with compassion. 
When he returned from his 

sojourn abroad, our beloved Prime 
Minister immediately galvanized the 
Cabinet and government officials, 
displaying his admirable energy and 
crisis management in managing the 
situation. 

I am sure you will all agree that this 
has inspired our business houses and 
individuals to donate so generously 
and tap the vein of goodness within us 
and reach out to help fellow-residents 
of Bahrain. The days are challenging 
but when we have great leaders, we 
all rise to the occasion and to greater 
heights of goodness than we ourselves 
thought possible. 

Yes indeed. There is good in us all..

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the  
Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune and 
the President of the Arab-African Unity 

Organisation for Relief, Human Rights and 
Counterterrorism)        

Great leaders 
inspire us to 

goodness

CAPT. MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

I am sure you 
will all agree 
that this has 
inspired our 

business houses 
and individuals 

to donate so 
generously and 

tap the vein of 
goodness within 
us and reach out 

to help fellow-
residents of 

Bahrain. 

EU doomed without the 
Hamiltonian moment

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte calls the proposed €540 billion rescue plan a trap. 

HH Shaikh NasserForeign 
investors 

need to be 
heard

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the
Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune and
the President of the Arab-African Unity
Organisation for Relief, Human Rights and
Counterterrorism)

In the declaration supporting peace signed 
between Bahrain and Israel, the two coun-

tries have agreed to seek agreements in in-
vestment, tourism, direct flights, security, 

telecommunications, technology, energy, 
healthcare, culture, the environment, and 

other areas of mutual benefit, as well as 
the reciprocal opening of embassies

KNOW WHAT

The Foreign Minister during his meeting with the local press

The wise vision of HM 
the King stresses the 

importance of spreading 
peace, stability, and 

prosperity throughout 
the world, and the need 

to reach a just and 
comprehensive peace 
in the Middle East as a 
strategic option, and 

settling the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict according 

to the two-state 
solution. 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS MINISTER DR ABDULLATIF 
BIN RASHID AL ZAYANI 

Coast Guard commander 
receives British commodore

TDT | Manama

Coast Guard commander Major-Gen-
eral Alaa Abdulla Seyadi received 

UK Maritime Component Command 
commodore Dean Bassett.

The meeting discussed topics of com-

mon interest, and ways of cooperation, 
especially in training and enhancing 
affiliates’ capabilities. 

The British commodore visited the 
Maritime Operations Centre and was 
briefed on the services provided for sea-
farers.

Seyadi with Bassett

Public security chief chairs 
academic scientific council
TDT | Manama

Pu b l i c  S e c u r i t y  C h i e f 
Lt-General Tariq Al Has-

san chaired a virtual meeting 
of the Academic Scientific 
Council at the Royal Academy 
of Police (RAP).

The RAP commander and 
the council members attended.

The public security chief 
expressed thanks and appre-
ciation to Interior Minister 
General Shaikh Rashid bin Ab-
dulla Al Khalifa for his ongo-
ing support to the council and 
directives to develop training 
and scientific programmes to 
meet increasing security chal-
lenges.

The programmes aim to help 
police personnel deal with all 

challenges while carrying out 
their duties.

The meeting also discussed 
various other topics, including 
the RAP academic plan 2020-
21 and the courses of the 12th 
batch of cadets.

He hailed the dedication of 
the council to utilise modern 
technology and the attraction 
of education and training ex-
pertise.

Lt-Gen Al Hassan during the virtual 
meeting

Foreign Minister receives GCC delegation

Foreign Affairs Minister Dr Ab-
dullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani 

received yesterday GCC secretary 
general Dr Nayef bin Falah Al Ha-
jraf and his accompanying dele-
gation.

The Foreign Minister lauded 
the GCC secretary general’s relent-
less efforts to promote joint-GCC 
work and boost relations between 
the countries with the rest of the 
world, in order to meet the as-
pirations of the GCC leaders and 
peoples.

Both sides discussed a number 
of issues related to this and means 
of tackling various challenges.

The meeting was also attended 
by the ministry’s Regional and GCC 
Affairs undersecretary Ambassa-
dor Waheed Mubarak Sayyar, the 
GCC and Arab Countries Affairs 
assistant undersecretary Ambas-
sador Yusuf Mohamed Jameel, 
and GCC Affairs Directorate di-
rector Ambassador Hasan Ebra-
him Saleh, along with several GCC 
officials.

    The Foreign Minister, right, with Al Hajraf during their meeting                           


