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The Buzz

The Biggest Launch in Entertainment

Is Three Months Away

rand Theft Auto is
a series of crime
games set in fiction-

al versions of American cit-
ies, where players are free to
drive, rob and roam as they
like. The last one, released
in 2013, sold hundreds of
millions of copies. Fans have
waited 13 years for the next.
GTA VI arrives on 19 Novem-
ber, for PlayStation 5 and Xbox
Series X and S only. There is
still no PC version announced,
and no Nintendo release. The

date has slipped twice already,
but the publisher, Take-Two,
has repeatedly told investors
it is now on schedule.

The strange part has been
the silence. Three months
from launch, Rockstar Games
has shown only two trailers
and no actual gameplay.

That ends next week. On
27 August, an extended look
at the game will premiere on
Netflix—a first-of-its-kind
deal—six hours before it
reaches Rockstar’s own You-

Tube channel and website.

Pre-orders opened in
June at $80 for the stand-
ard edition and $100 for
the premium one. Take- §
Two’s chief executive
has said the more ex-
pensive version is out-
selling
the & :

cheaper one.
_ The story follows Ja-
/ _wson and Lucia, a cou-

f j;ple in the fictional Vice
. City whose small rob-
bery goes badly
. Vrong.
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Marvel Finally Names Its New X-Men

he X-Men are peo-
ple born with strange
abilities in a world

that fears them, led by a tele-
path called Professor Xavier.
For years they were the big-
gest Marvel characters Marvel
could not use — the film rights
belonged to a rival studio, Fox,
until Disney bought it in 2019.

On Friday, at Disney’s D23
fan event in California, stu-
dio boss Kevin Feige finally
revealed the new team. Sadie
Sink, of Stranger Things,
plays Jean Grey. Kit Connor,
of Heartstopper, plays Cyclops.

Netflix Bets Big on a 29-Year-0ld Pirate Story

he world’s best-selling
I comic is heading for its
ending and three ver-

sions of it are running at once

Imagine a television series that
started before Google existed and
still has not shown its final epi-
sode. That is One Piece.

It began in 1997 as a Japanese
comic, written and drawn by
Eiichiro Oda. The story follows
a young pirate named Luffy, who
sails the sea looking for a leg-
endary treasure. Whoever finds
it becomes King of the Pirates.

o

Christopher Abbott is Profes-
sor Xavier, with Samara Weav-
ing, Inde Navarrette and Maya
Boyd as Emma Frost, Rogue
and Storm. Adam Driver plays
the villain, Mister Sinister.

“We’re here to talk about the
X-Men,” Sink told the crowd,
after months of being unable
to confirm her role.

The film opens on 5 May
2028, five months after Aveng-
ers: Secret Wars ends Marvel’s
current run, and it is designed
to start the next one. It still has
no title. Disney’s own calendar
lists it as “Untitled X-Men”.

den villain a ruler who secretly
controls the whole world from

Along the way he gathers a crew AN

of friends, and much of the sto-
ry focuses on them: where they
came from, what they owe each
other, and the corrupt world gov-
ernment they keep encountering.

Tt is the best-selling comic ever
made. More than 500 million cop-
ies, ahead of Batman and Super-
man. People who started reading
itas schoolchildren are now near-
ly forty and still reading.

After 29 years, the ending has
finally begun. In April, Oda re-
vealed the face of the story’s hid-

The Empty Chair That Wasn’t Empty

In One Piece, the world is se-
cretly ruled by Imu, a mysterious
figure seated on the supposedly
empty throne. Even the five El-
ders kneel before Imu, whose
existence dates back 800 years.
Imu has the power to erase en-
tire countries and rewrite histo-
ry. After eight years of mystery,
fans were finally shown Imu’s
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behind the scenes, and who had
been kept in shadow for eight
years. Fans had waited most of
a decade for that single drawing,
The cartoon version has
changed too. It had aired almost
every week since 1999. This
year the studio, Toei Anima-
tion, cut it to about 26 episodes

face in recent
episodes — a
major revelation
that has fueled
speculation and
signalled that
One Piece is
moving closer to
its long-awaited
final chapter.

China’s “Worst Movie” Becomes a Surprise
Box-Office Hit

little-known Chinese
animated film has
gone from box-office

disaster to internet sensation,
challenging expectations in a
summer dominated by Holly-
wood blockbusters.

Niu Lai, The Cow Is Coming
opened on August 5 with al-

most no marketing and initial- |

ly sold fewer than 300 tickets,
earning just 7,169 yuan in its
first nine days. Its stiff ani-
mation, unusual storyline and
amateurish production soon
became viral content on Chi-
nese social media.

Instead of killing the film,
the online mockery sparked
curiosity, with audiences
turning up to experience the
much-discussed movie for
themselves. Its box office

subsequently surged past 14.9
million yuan by mid-August,
prompting cinemas to add
screenings.

Made reportedly by just
two people over five years, the
86-minute film has become an
unlikely symbol of grassroots
creativity — and a reminder
that sometimes, the internet
can create a blockbuster out
of almost nothing,.

a year instead of up to
50, releasing them in two blocks.
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## Fewer episodes mean more time
% to make each one. The gamble

paid off: the new episodes are
being called the best the show has
ever looked.

Netflix is now funding two
more versions on top of that. Its
version with real actors returned
for asecond season in March, and
athird is confirmed for 2027 And
in February 2027 comes a com-
plete remake of the cartoon, start-
ing again from page one, made by
the studio behind Attack on Titan.
That last one has an obvious pur-
pose: anewcomer can start there
instead of facing more than 1,100
episodes.

o

ive years ago, one of the
Fbiggest cartoon series in
Japan simply stopped in
the middle of a fight. No ending,
no explanation on screen.
Black Clover is about Asta,
a boy born with no magic in
a world where magic decides
everything — a kid with nothing,
out-shouting and out-working
people born with every advan-
tage. By 2021 it had run 170 ep-
isodes in a row and was finally
getting the reviews fans always

“Guess for real this time”
Comic Con is coming back

Fans are being asked to guess the date
in the comments.

TDT | Manama

ahrain Comic Con is
Breturning, and organ-
isers are making fans

guess the date.

“You thought we were gone?
We were just powering up,” they
announced on social media.
“Bahrain Comic Con is coming
back. Guess the date”

Back After Five Years And
This Time It Can Finish

thought it deserved.
Then the screen went dark.
The reason was almost funny.
The cartoon had been made so
fast that it caught up with the
comic it was copying from. There
was nothing left to turn into epi-
sodes. The show had not failed —
it had overtaken its own source.
Fans spent five years asking
the same question at every con-
vention: when is it coming back?
They have the answer. Same
studio, same voice actors, re-

The event had been sched-
uled for May before being post-
poned indefinitely because of
regional circumstances, leaving
fans without areplacement date
for months.

No date has been confirmed.
Instead, organisers are inviting
their audience to guess the date
in the comments.

turning in October on the
streaming service Crunchyroll.

And this time it cannot happen
again. The comic itself finished in
May, after 11 years, with its final
book coming out this month. The
story it is chasing has already
reached the end — so the cartoon
has somewhere to run to.

The Anime That Moved to the Cinema

emon Slayer is about
a boy protecting the
monster he loves.

It started in 2016 as a com-
ic by Koyoharu Gotouge. A
kind-hearted boy called Tanjiro
comes home to find his family
killed by demons and his little
sister turned into one. Instead
of killing her, he carries her on
his back and goes looking for
a cure.

The cartoon version ar-
rived in 2019, and one episode
changed everything. It was so
beautifully drawn that peo-
ple who had never watched a
Japanese cartoon in their lives
shared it online. The comic
went on to sell more than 150
million copies.

Then came the decision that
changed the business. In 2020,
instead of making a new season
for television, the studio put

the next part of the story in
cinemas as a film. Until then,
films like this had been option-
al extras you could skip. This
one was the real next chapter,

so fans had to buy a ticket. In 4

the middle of the pandemic, it
became the highest-earning

Japanese film ever made.

Every studio in Japan took
notes.

Now the ending is being told
the same way — as three cine-
ma films. The first opened in
July 2025 and has taken $778.9
million around the world, more
than any Japanese cartoon film
in history.

The catch is the wait. Part
two will not arrive before 2027,
and the final film is expected
in 2029.




