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At the notorious Sayd-
naya prison, a symbol 

of the atrocities inflicted 
on Syrians, the cruelty is 
unspeakable. Syria’s fu-
ture must ensure such 
horrors never happen 
again, and be built on 
peace, coexistence, digni-
ty and prosperity for all.

@BarhamSalih

On this #VictimsofT-
errorism Day, we pay 

tribute to victims & sur-
vivors. We honour their 
courage, amplify their 
voices & reaffirm our 
commitment to their dig-
nity & rights. Instead of 
letting terror divide us, we 
must stay united to build a 
future free from violence 
& fear.

@antonioguterres

Aid workers are pro-
tected under interna-

tional humanitarian law. 
Yet marked humanitari-
an vehicles are still being 
hit. Local organizations 
face greatest risks. Those 
funding and fuelling to-
day’s wars must do more 
to protect humanitarians.

@UNReliefChief

DRC has launched the 
“#Ebola-Free Congo 

River” initiative to protect 
the country’s vital artery 
against the risk of the vi-
rus spreading. @WHO @
WHOAFRO @OMSRDCON-
GO

@mvankerkhove

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Tech-Tools Can 
Help Bahrain Fight 
Climate Change

KOTA SRIRAJ

Technology is increasingly emerging across the world 
as the foremost tool to combat climate change. Cutting 
edge concepts are fast being applied in real time and 

once the trials are completed, large scale roll out of the con-
cepts is being implemented. Bahrain can tap into the global 
innovation traffic for environmental conservation and capture 
transformative technology solutions that can alter the way 
the nation powers homes, grows food and secures freshwater. 
Many of these critical technologies already exist but remain 
underused, Bahrain can therefore unlock their potential as 
practical, scalable solutions in order to combat climate change 
in an innovative manner. 

Carbon removal has been the foremost concern for every 
nation in order to bring down temperatures and ensure lesser 
carbon footprint as well. In this regard, Bahrain has made tre-
mendous progress by using carbon capture and storage (CCS) as 
a key tool to meet its national goal of reaching net-zero carbon 
emissions by 2060, alongside an interim target of cutting green-
house gas emissions by 30% by 2035. In addition to this, Bahrain 
can execute a large scale deployment of Direct Air Capture 
(DAC) technologies that can enable pulling of carbon dioxide 
straight out of the atmosphere using fans and filters. This can 
help Bahrain reach its net-zero carbon emissions targets faster.

Similarly, With regard to renewable power generation, Bah-
rain can track cutting edge technologies riding on artificial 
intelligence and advanced computing to balance fluctuating 
renewable energy supplies with real-time electricity demand, 
thereby reducing waste and dialling down fossil fuel backup. 
In this regard, Bahrain can also implement next generation 
bi-directional charging system that allow electricity to flow 
both into and out of batteries, making the grid more flexible 
and stable, whether the storage comes from electric vehicles, 
homes, or elsewhere. Additionally, Bahrain can also explore 
manageable modular geothermal energy that is factory built 
which can deliver constant renewable power almost anywhere, 
adding reliable and stable clean energy to the national energy 
mix.

Food security and self-sufficiency can be taken to the next 
level if Bahrain can combine climate change mitigation along 
with replacement of fertilisers with green alternatives such as 
Green Ammonia. Produced using renewable energy, this clean 
alternative replaces fossil fuels in shipping and reduces emis-
sions from chemical fertilizers. In addition to this, concepts 
such as Precision Fermentation can help generate animal-free 
protein production which can cut greenhouse gas emissions by 
up to 97% compared to traditional livestock farming. Bahrain 
can also utilise satellites such as MethaneSAT to detect and 
monitor hidden methane leaks from oil and gas infrastructure, 
and therefore protect the environment.

Cutting edge tech tools can give Bahrain’s combat with cli-
mate change a decisive edge.

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those 
of the author and do not necessarily reflect the official policy 
or position of the Daily Tribune)

Pioneering 
cancer 
treatment saves 
python named 
Jodie Foster: UK 
zoo
AFP | London

A British zoo hailed 
c u r i n g  a  c a n -

cer-stricken python 
named after Hollywood 
star Jodie Foster, who 
became the first snake 
to receive an innovative 
treatment combining 
surgery and electro-
chemotherapy (ECT).

Chester Zoo, in north-
west England, said the 
4.5m reticulated python 
had fully recovered after 
first undergoing surgery 
and then receiving ECT 
following the return of a 
cancerous tumour in her 
jawbone.

Several wounded 
in sword attack at 
Swedish school: 
authorities
AFP | Stockholm

Australian police charged 
a man with foreign 

interference yesterday for 
allegedly seeking to pass in-
telligence about Ukrainian 
military activities to Russia.

“An assailant armed with 
a sword has entered Brinell-
skolan and wounded sev-
eral people,” the Fagersta 
municipality said in a state-
ment, adding the assailant 
had been detained by police.

According to police, they 
received reports of the at-
tack just after 2:00 pm (1200 
GMT).

The municipality did 
not specify the number of 
wounded but said in a state-
ment that police were still 
searching the school and 
that several other schools 
in the area had been locked 
down.

US charges 
woman with IS-
inspired plot to 
blow up New York 
State Capitol
AFP | New York

US authorities charged a 
woman who allegedly 

supported the Islamic State 
group with a terrorism of-
fense after she told an FBI 
informant she “wanted to 
destroy” the New York State 
Capitol buildings, court fil-
ings showed.

Located in Albany near 
the Canadian border, the 
New York State Capitol is 
the nerve center of the state 
government and contains 
both houses of the state’s  
legislature.

Jessica Bowie, 35, was 
charged with attempting to 
provide material support to 
designated “foreign terror-
ist organizations” according 
to court filings.
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1639 1642 1775 1864
Madras (now Chennai), India, is 
founded by the British East India 
Company on a sliver of land 
bought from local Nayak rulers

English Civil War 
begins between 
Royalists and 
Parliamentarians

King of Great Britain and Ireland, 
George III, proclaims the American 
colonies to be in open rebellion and 
orders his officials to suppress them

First Geneva Convention adopted in 
Geneva “for the Amelioration of the 
Condition of the Wounded in Armies 
in the Field” is signed by 12 nations

UK forecasts 
‘biggest’ El Nino
• El Niño is forecast 
to intensify

• Warmth already 
nearly two degrees 
above average

• Impacts on food 
security highlighted

AFP | London

This year’s El Nino weather 
pattern will be the big-
gest in over a century 

and could make 2027 the hot-
test year globally, Britain’s na-
tional weather agency predicted  
yesterday.

This year’s El Nino weather 
pattern will be the biggest in 
over a century and could make 
2027 the hottest year globally, 
Britain’s national weather agen-
cy predicted yesterday. 

An El Nino weather event hap-
pens when warming sea surface 
temperatures in the tropical 
eastern Pacific trigger world-
wide changes in winds, atmos-
pheric pressure and rainfall, as 
well as higher global tempera-
tures overall.

Adam Scaife, head of long-
range forecasting at the weath-
er agency, told the BBC: “We are 
expecting the biggest El Nino 
for over a century, peaking at 
something over three degrees 
-- that is unheard of in modern 
climate records.”

This means Pacific water 
would heat up more than 3C 
above the norm in the coming 
months.

El Nino occurs when water 

temperatures rise at least 0.5C 
above the baseline. While it is 
part of a natural cycle, scientists 
agree climate change increases 
its impacts.

A record El Nino would be 
“adding to the stresses of climate 
change” following a summer of 
heatwaves across Europe, the 
Met Office said in a blog.

Temperatures in the Pacific 
region are currently running 
about 2.6C above a rolling 30-
year average, according to the 
Climate Brink dashboard based 
on data from the US National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration.

The dashboard also aggregates 
forecasts that put El Nino on 
course to peak at a 3.9C anomaly 
this November -- well above a 3C 
anomaly detected in 2015.

“We should be clear that this 
is an unprecedented event,” Brit-
ish scientist Scaife said in a Met 
Office blog. 

If the forecast is accurate, then 
2026 “will far exceed our recent 
experience of El Nino and its 
worldwide climate influences”, 
said the physicist who specialis-
es in climate modelling.

“I have never seen an El Nino 
signal this intense in our fore-
casts,” he added, with even a 
2C rise considered a “really big 
event”.

El Nino typically results in dri-
er conditions across southeast 
Asia, Australia, southern Africa, 
and northern Brazil, and wetter 
conditions in the Horn of Africa, 
the southern United States, Peru 
and Ecuador.

3
degrees Celsius above 

average is the predicted 
peak for this year’s El 

Niño event

An aerial view shows a mosque and surrounding buildings in Somang village in 
Lebak in Indonesia’s western Banten province, which was deliberately flooded to 
make way for the construction and filling of the Karian Dam that opened in 2023 
and has now re-emerged due to the El Nino-driven drought

Israel army, settlers kill two 
Palestinians in separate incidents
AFP | Jerusalem

Israeli forces shot dead a Pal-
estinian man yesterday in the 

city of Jenin, in the north of the 
occupied West Bank.

In a separate incident in the 
southern West Bank, terror-
ist Israeli settlers fatally shot 
a 17-year-old, the Palestinian 
health ministry said.

In Jenin, 58-year-old Fathi 
Zidan Hazem, “died from inju-
ries sustained after being shot 
by Israeli forces early Friday,” 
the Palestinian health ministry 
said in a statement, adding that 
Israel was withholding his body.

Hazem was a retired colonel 
in the Palestinian National Se-
curity Forces.

In April 2022, after his son, 
Raad Hazem, carried out a 
shooting spree in Tel Aviv in 
which he killed three Israelis 
and wounded several others, Is-
raeli authorities demanded that 
Fathi Hazem hand himself in.

His son was shot dead by 
Israeli forces after a massive 

manhunt.
A second son, Abdul Rah-

man Hazem, was killed during 
an Israeli military raid on the 
Jenin refugee camp in Septem-
ber 2022.

Footage from the scene yes-
terday showed a pool of blood 
and bullets scattered among 
groceries in the family’s home.

A Palestinian eyewitness, 

who declined to give her name 
to AFP, said Israeli occupation 
forces raided her neighbour’s 
house in the early hours and 
told Hazem to raise his hands, 
which he refused to do.

“They shot him seven times 
in front of his 10-year-old son. 
They dragged him down the 
stairs and took him with them,” 
she said.

Suad, the wife of 58-year-old Fathi Zidan Hazem, who was killed by the Israeli 
military as they tried to arrest him, walks outside her home in the northern 
city of Jenin

DRCongo Ebola oubreak 
growing ‘exponentially’: UN 

Half of deaths occurred in last 20 days

• More than 2,500 
deaths recorded

• Virus spreads faster 
than any on record

• Covers area 
larger than France

AFP | Geneva

The Ebola outbreak raging 
in the Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo is growing 

“exponentially”, with more than 
2,500 deaths recorded and half 
of those in the last 20 days, the 
senior UN coordinator on the 
disease said yesterday.

The Ebola outbreak is already 
the biggest in the country’s his-
tory and is spreading faster than 
any outbreak of the deadly virus 
on record.

According to the latest figures, 
the virus is “growing exponen-
tially,” Julien Harneis told re-
porters in Geneva from Bunia, 
at the epicentre of the outbreak.

He said that in the last three 
months, “more than 2,500 peo-
ple” had died, “and half of those 
in the last 20 days”. 

“The epidemic is spreading 
widely. It’s now covering an area 
that is bigger than France.... It is 
growing faster and wider than 
the Ebola response.”

The DRC’s 17th Ebola outbreak 
is thought to have already been 
spreading for several weeks be-
fore it was officially declared on 
May 15.

It has hit regions in the north 
and east where the presence of 
the state is weak, health infra-
structure is lacking and myriad 
armed groups have roamed for 
decades. 

 ‘Alarming’ 
The Doctors Without Borders 

(MSF) charity also cautioned 
yesterday that the outbreak was 
spreading “at an alarming rate”.

“This epidemic continues to 
spread, moving faster than the 
response can keep up,” MSF pres-
ident Javid Abdelmoneim said in 
a statement. 

Harneis stressed the need to 

ramp up the response, which 
has faced criticism for its slow-
ness and poor organisation, and 
is also hampered by mistrust 
among the population.

Cases have so far been report-
ed in six DRC provinces, includ-
ing near the border with South 
Sudan, as well as in neighbouring 
Uganda.

Uganda, which saw two deaths 
from 20 Ebola cases, declared 
itself free of the virus last month. 

There is no approved vaccine 
or specific treatment for the 
Bundibugyo virus strain behind 
the current surge, although a 
number of trials are underway.

And the World Health Or-
ganization said Thursday that 
the DRC would receive 70,000 
doses of Ervebo vaccine, which 
has proved effective against 
t h e  m o r e  c o m m o n  Z a i r e  
strain.

Earlier this month, WHO vac-
cine experts recommended a 
full-scale human trial of Erve-
bo, the only existing approved 
Ebola vaccine, to see if it offered 
cross-protection against the 
Bundibugyo strain.

Teams from the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies prepare for burial at Mbiyo cemetery 
the body of a fourth orphan who died from Ebola virus disease at an orphanage in Bunia (file photo)

UK court orders Prince Harry, others to pay Daily Mail £9.5mn
AFP | London

A UK court ordered Prince 
Harry and six others yes-

terday to pay an initial £9.5 mil-
lion ($13 million) after they lost 
their privacy case against the 
publisher of British tabloid the 
Daily Mail.

The court said the prince and 
six other high-profile figures, 
who lost their unlawful infor-
mation gathering and privacy 
invasions claim against Associ-
ated Newspapers Limited (ANL), 
must make the payment within 
a week.

The claimants -- which in-
clude Elton John, his husband 
David Furnish, actors Elizabeth 
Hurley and Sadie Frost -- ac-
cused the Mail of bugging their 
cars and homes, listening into 
calls and accessing bank ac-

counts and medical records. ANL 
had denied all the allegations.

After an emotional 11-week 
trial, judge Matthew Nicklin 
sided with the publisher in a rul-

ing handed down on July 7, con-
cluding the “claimants failed to 
prove their pleaded allegations”.

After a further two-day hear-
ing over costs, he made yester-

day’s initial costs decision. 
“The Court ordered the claim-

ants make an interim payment 
of £9,544,355” by 4:00 pm (1500 
GMT) on August 28,” a published 
summary stated.

It noted ANL had said its to-
tal costs defending itself had 
reached about £34.5 million 
by July 9, which the court de-
scribed as “exceptionally high” 
and “unprecedented”.

Nicklin said ANL’s claim for 
£34.5 million appeared “exces-
sive and... giving rise to real con-
cerns as to whether all of the 
costs now claimed by Associated 
were reasonably incurred”.

However, the ruling noted 
the High Court had not deter-
mined how much of those costs 
the claimants must ultimately  
pay.

“The issue before the court 
was the basis on which costs 
should be assessed, not the 
amount recoverable,” the sum-
mary stated. 

“If the amount is not agreed, 
that question will be determined 
separately by a costs judge.”

Nicklin rejected requests by 
Harry and the other celebri-
ties to pay on a standard basis, 
instead favouring arguments 
by ANL that its costs should be 
repaid on a stricter so-called 
indemnity basis.

That is set to hike the share of 
the costs the seven are liable for.

The summary also noted the 
court had set a timetable for the 
claimants to request permission 
to appeal the July 7 decision, 
which must be filed by Octo-
ber 2. 

Britain’s Prince Harry (L) arrives outside the High Court in London (file photo)

Israel PM calls 
Turkey’s Erdogan 

‘antisemitic dictator’

AFP | Jerusalem

The office of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan-

yahu yesterday called Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan an “antisemitic dictator” 
and vowed Israel would “con-
tinue to act forcefully against 
Turkey’s attempts to destabi-
lize the region.”.

It comes days after Syria ac-
cused Israel of bombing an air 
base in the country’s north, a 
short drive from the Turkish 
border, with Netanyahu lat-
er tacitly acknowledging the 
strike.

Netanyahu had said Tur-
key was looking to establish 
a military presence there, but 
Turkey has denied any visit to 

the site.
“Israel has long been unim-

pressed by Turkey’s hypocrisy. 
Erdogan is an antisemitic dic-
tator who massacred Kurds, 
supports the massacre of the 
Hamas terrorist organization, 
and oppresses his own people,” 
Netanyahu’s office said in a 
statement.

It added that Israel would 
“continue to act forceful-
ly against Turkey’s attempts 
to destabilize the region and 
against any threat to its se-
curity.”

On Tuesday, Syria accused 
Israel of striking a disused mil-
itary air base near the north-
western city of Aleppo that 
was damaged during the civil 
war and has been out of service 
since 2012.

Gandhi notes sell for 
record $1.7m in India
AFP | Mumbai

A collection of notes written 
by Indian independence 

hero Mahatma Gandhi has 
sold for $1.7 million in Mum-
bai, the highest ever price paid 
for an Indian historical docu-
ment.

Mumbai-based auction 
house Saffronart said the col-
lection was preserved by the 
family of Gandhi’s close associ-
ate and freedom fighter Anand 
T Hingorani.

The 688 notes were written 
by Gandhi to Hingorani after 
the death of Hingorani’s wife 

Vidya, and were compiled into 
a book titled “A Thought for 
the Day”.

The messages, written be-
tween 1944 and 1946, touch 
upon several subjects includ-
ing truth, God and non-vio-
lence.

“A Thought for the Day... 
sold for $1.7 million, setting 
a world record for an Indian 
historical document sold at 
auction,” Saffronart said in a 
statement on Thursday.

The notes were the main at-
traction of the collection, titled 
“Gandhi: From the Collection 
of Anand T Hingorani”.

Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (R) meeting with Israel’s Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (L) in New York City in 2023 (file photo)

Trump pledges ‘golden 
age’ of space travel
AFP | Washington

President Donald Trump 
pledged to blast more 

rockets into space in a push to 
boost US space travel, includ-
ing to Mars and the Moon, the 
White House said.

The United States is com-
peting with China in the race 
to land astronauts on  the 
Moon before 2030, more than 
50 years after humans first 
walked the lunar surface.

The policy aims to “reinvig-
orate America’s leadership in 
space transportation,” enabling 
over 1,000 launches and reen-

tries on US soil every year by 
2030.

In a memorandum pub-
lished Thursday,  Trump 
called on US space agency 
NASA to “facilitate commercial 
transportation to and from the 
moon, to facilitate commercial 
robotic access to Mars, and to 
explore commercial avenues 
to send humans to and from 
Mars.”

NASA is already pushing to 
create a lunar surface base and 
plans to use robotic vehicles to 
build infrastructure that future 
human explorers to the Moon 
could eventually make use of.


