
Zelensky demands security 
guarantees before summit
Ukrainian leader wants firm security guarantees before meeting Putin

• Zelensky says 
meeting depends on 
security guarantees

• Allies drafting 
military coalition led 
by UK and France

• Russia launches 
heaviest drone and 
missile barrage 
in a month

AFP | Kyiv

Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky said he 
could meet with Russian 

counterpart Vladimir Putin, but 
only after his allies agree security 
guarantees for Ukraine to deter 
future Russian attacks once the 
fighting stops.

In comments released yester-
day, he also warned both sides 
were preparing for further 
fighting. Russia was building up 
troops on the southern front line 
and Ukraine was test-launching 
a new long-range cruise missile, 
he said.

Russia said yesterday that 
Ukraine did not appear to be in-
terested in “long-term” peace, 
accusing Kyiv of seeking security 
guarantees completely incom-
patible with Moscow’s demands.

US President Donald Trump is 
trying to end Russia’s three-and-
a-half year invasion of Ukraine 
through talks with Zelensky and 
Putin.

While he has upended a years-
long Western policy of isolating 
the Russian leader, he has made 
little tangible progress towards 
a peace deal.

“We want to have an under-
standing of the security guaran-
tees architecture within seven to 
10 days,” Zelensky said, in com-
ments to reporters released for 
publication yesterday.

“We need to understand which 
country will be ready to do what 
at each specific moment,” he 
added.

A group of allies led by Britain 
and France are putting together a 
military coalition to support the 
guarantees.

 Fresh Russian barrage 
Once an outline of the securi-

ty guarantees is agreed, Trump 
would like to see a bilateral meet-
ing between Putin and Zelensky, 
the Ukrainian leader said.

But any meeting with the Rus-

sian leader should he held in a 
“neutral” European country, he 
added, ruling out any summit in 
Moscow.

He also rejected the idea of 
China playing a role in guaran-
teeing Ukraine’s security, cit-
ing Beijing’s alleged support for 
Moscow.

Zelensky’s comments came 
as Russia launched hundreds 
of drones and missiles against 
Ukraine overnight -- the biggest 
barrage since mid-July -- killing 
one person in the western city of 
Lviv and wounding many others.

A later shelling attack on the 
city of Kherson killed one person 
and wounded six others, a local 
official said.

Explosions were reportedly 
heard throughout the night.

France yesterday condemned 
the overnight strikes as showing 
Moscow’s “lack of will to seri-
ously engage in peace talks”, de-
scribing the strikes as the “most 
massive attack in a month”.

 Russia claims advances 
On the front lines, Russia said 

it had captured the village of Ol-
eksandro-Shultyne in the eastern 

Donetsk region, the latest in a 
long string of territorial gains.

The village lies less than eight 
kilometres (five miles) from Ko-
stiantynivka, a fortified town in 
the Donetsk region that Russia 
has been pressing towards on 
both sides.

In comments to journal-
ists yesterday, Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov accused 
Ukraine of making unrealistic 
security demands.

Any deployment of European 
troops to the country would be 
“absolutely unacceptable”, he 
said.

Ukraine’s newly tested 
“Flamingo” cruise 

missile reportedly hits 
targets up to 3,000km 

away—potentially 
reshaping the military 

balance if mass 
production starts in 

early 2026
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India’s industrial real estate soars on manufacturing boom
TDT | Manama

India’s industrial and logistics 
(I&L) real estate market is 

undergoing a significant trans-
formation, driven by a renewed 
manufacturing push, supportive 
policy incentives, and a strategic 
shift towards asset-light models. 
Data from JLL India reveals a 
new benchmark set in the first 
half of 2025, with manufactur-
ing space leasing surging to 9.0 
million square feet, a 38 percent 
increase from the 6.5 million 
square feet recorded in the same 
period of 2024. This figure repre-
sents a nearly six-fold rise com-
pared to pre-pandemic levels in 
H1 2019.

This momentum highlights a 
clear trend: manufacturing firms 
are increasingly opting for leased 
Grade A and build-to-suit spaces 
over capital-intensive land ac-
quisition. This approach facili-
tates quicker operational rollouts 
and offers greater flexibility to 

adapt to changing demand cy-
cles. Grade 

A facilities now constitute 55 
percent of India’s total 463.2 
million square feet of I&L stock 
across the eight major cities. 
Net absorption during the first 

six months reached 24.6 million 
square feet, with Grade A spaces 
accounting for a commanding 
81 percent.

Overall absorption for the full 
year is projected to reach be-
tween 55 and 57 million square 

feet, marking a 12 to 15 percent 
increase from the 50 million 
square feet achieved in 2024. “In-
dia’s industrial real estate market 
is experiencing a fundamental 
structural shift, evidenced by 
manufacturing leases comprising 

24 percent of all transactions in 
H1 2025,” stated Yogesh Shevade, 
Head (Industrial & Logistics), 
India, JLL. He added that the 
geographic concentration is 
pronounced, with Bengaluru, 
Pune, Delhi NCR, Chennai, and 
Mumbai collectively driving 
90 percent of the nation’s net 
demand, reinforcing their roles 
as key industrial and logistics  
hubs.

Sectoral drivers remain di-
verse, with 3PL/logistics firms 
contributing 28 percent of leas-
ing transactions, closely followed 
by light manufacturing at 24 
percent. Within manufacturing, 
the automotive, engineering, 
electronics, and white goods 
segments were the most active. 
Built-to-suit deals are also gain-
ing traction, commanding a 20-
25 percent rent premium due to 
tenant-specific improvements, 
particularly in Pune and Chen-
nai, reflecting the sector’s steady 
premiumisation.

A general view shows the manufacturing of virgin plastic food containers at a factory in Howrah district near Kolkata

Egypt reveals 2,000-year-old ruins 
discovered in Alexandria waters

AFP | Alexandria

Egypt yesterday unveiled 
parts of a sunken city sub-

merged beneath waters off the 
coast of Alexandria, revealing 
buildings, artefacts and an an-
cient dock, all dating back over 
2,000 years.

Egyptian authorities said the 
site, located in the waters of 
Abu Qir Bay, may be an ex-
tension of the ancient city of 
Canopus, a prominent center 
during the Ptolemaic dynasty, 
which ruled Egypt for near-
ly 300 years, and the Roman 
Empire, which governed for 
around 600 years.

Over time, a series of earth-
quakes and rising sea levels 
submerged the city and the 
nearby port of Heracleion, 
leaving behind a treasure trove 
of historical remains.

Yesterday, cranes slow-
ly hoisted statues from the 
depths, while divers in wet-
suits, who had helped retrieve 
them, cheered from the shore.

“There’s a lot underwater, 
but what we’re able to bring up 
is limited, it’s only specific ma-

terial according to strict crite-
ria,” Egyptian Tourism and An-
tiquities Minister Sherif Fathi  
said.

“The rest will remain part 
of our sunken heritage,” he 
added.

The underwater ruins re-
vealed by the ministry yester-
day include limestone build-
ings that may have served as 
places of worship, residential 
spaces and commercial or in-
dustrial structures.

Reservoirs and rock-carved 
ponds for domestic water stor-
age and fish cultivation were 
also uncovered.

Other notable finds were 
statues of royal figures and 
sphinxes from the pre-Roman 
era, including a partially pre-
served sphinx with the car-
touche of Ramses II, one of 
the country’s most famous and 
longest-ruling ancient phar-
aohs.

Many of the statues are 
missing body parts, including 
a beheaded Ptolemaic figure 
made of granite, and the lower 
half of a Roman nobleman’s 
likeness carved from marble.

NEVER APOLOGIZE FOR SHOWING 
FEELING. WHEN YOU DO SO, YOU 
APOLOGIZE FOR THE TRUTH
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Terrorism leaves scars 
that last a lifetime — 

and too often, across gen-
erations. On this Interna-
tional Day, we honor vic-
tims and survivors. Their 
voices, dignity, and rights 
will never be silenced. 
#VictimsOfTerrorism

@AminaJMohammed

Donald Trump’s Amer-
ica: - Consumer Price 

Index has risen by 2.7% 
- Prices for takeout and 
restaurants has surged by 
3.9% - Pre-owned cars / 
trucks price has increased 
by 4.8%. - Electric bills 
up 10%. - John Deere and 
others have announced 
layoffs. - Companies from 
Sony to PepsiCo have an-
nounced price increases. 
Great work.

@GavinNewsom

On this #Victimsof-
Terrorism Day, we 

honour the survivors & 
victims, saluting their 
courage, acknowledging 
their pain & reaffirming 
our commitment to peace, 
justice & human rights. 
United by hope, we can 
build a future free from 
terrorism & fear, where all 
people live in dignity.

@antonioguterres

The EU-US joint state-
ment on trade pro-

vides predictability and 
stability to transatlantic 
economic bonds and to 
European companies. The 
EU must continue to deep-
en and expand its global 
trade partnerships.

@eucopresident

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u A fire on a US Navy ship off 
Japan was finally put out after 12 
hours early yesterday, the US military 

said, after local vessels spent most of the 
night dousing the blaze. Two US sailors 
were treated for minor injuries from the fire 
which broke out on the USS New Orleans in the 
southern island of Okinawa on Wednesday, the 
US 7th Fleet said in a statement. “The cause of 
the fire is currently under investigation... New 
Orleans’ crew will remain aboard the ship,” 

the statement said. The 208.4-metre (684-foot), 24,433-ton amphibious transport 
dock ship is anchored off the White Beach Naval Facility.

 u A Ukrainian suspect has 
been arrested in Italy over the 
sabotage of the Nord Stream 
underwater gas pipelines from Russia to 
Europe in 2022, German prosecutors said 
yesterday. The suspect, identified as Serhii K., 
is accused of being part of a cell “who placed 
explosive devices on the Nord Stream 1 and 
Nord Stream 2 gas pipelines”, they said. He is 
“believed to have been one of the coordinators 
of the operation” in which a group allegedly 
hired a yacht in the German Baltic Sea port of Rostock to carry out the attacks.

 u Hurricane Erin 
brought coastal flooding 
to parts of North Carolina 

and Virginia as it made its closest approach to 
the US mainland early yesterday. High waves 
washed over Highway 12 that links the Outer 
Banks island chain, making parts impassable, 
images posted by local authorities showed 
-- proving the giant storm’s ability to kick up 
dangerous seas hundreds of miles from its center. 

Though the Mid-Atlantic bore the brunt of the impacts, the National Hurricane 
Center (NHC) urged beach goers throughout the entire East Coast to refrain from 
swimming to avoid being caught in potentially life-threatening conditions..

US Navy ship on fire 
for 12 hours off Japan

Hurricane Erin brings coastal 
flooding to N. Carolina, Virginia

Ukrainian suspect arrested 
in Italy over Nord Stream blasts

We want to have an 
understanding of the 
security guarantees 
architecture within 

seven to 10 days. We 
need to understand 

which country will be 
ready to do what at each 

specific moment
VOLODYMYR ZELENSKY

1485 1693 1642 1775
Battle of Bosworth Field: Henry Tudor’s forces 
defeat English King Richard III during the last 
battle in the Wars of the Roses. Richard is killed, 
becoming the last English monarch to die in battle

Madras (now Chennai), India, 
founded by the British East India 
Company on a sliver of land 
bought from local Nayak rulers

English Civil War 
begins between 
Royalists and 
Parliamentarians

King of Great Britain and Ireland, George 
III, proclaims the American colonies 
to be in open rebellion and orders 
his officials to suppress it
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Israel advances on Gaza City
Israeli military expands assault as Gaza City braces for intensified fighting, mass displacement feared

• Israel begins push 
to capture Gaza City

• 60,000 reservists 
approved for call-up

• Humanitarian 
crisis fears grow

• UN warns of horrific 
humanitarian impact

• Ceasefire 
proposal still awaits 
Israeli response

AFP | Gaza City

Israel hammered Gaza City 
and its outskirts overnight, 
residents said yesterday, as 

the military announced it had 
taken initial steps in its push 
to capture Hamas’s last major 
stronghold.

The newly approved plan au-
thorises the call-up of rough-
ly 60,000 reservists, deepening 
fears the campaign will worsen 
the already catastrophic human-
itarian crisis in the Gaza Strip.

“We are not waiting. We have 
begun the preliminary actions, 
and already now, IDF (army) 
troops are holding the outskirts 
of Gaza City,” said the Israeli mil-
itary.

Israel’s plans to expand the 
fighting and seize Gaza City have 
sparked international outcry as 
well as domestic opposition. 
The Red Cross became the lat-
est voice to condemn the plan 
yesterday, calling it “intolerable”.

Ahead of the offensive, the 
Israeli military said the call-up 
of the reservists would begin in 
early September, adding the sec-
ond phase of operation “Gideon’s 
Chariots” had begun.

Gaza City residents described 
relentless bombardments over-
night.

“The house shakes with us all 

night long -- the sound of ex-
plosions, artillery, warplanes, 
ambulances, and cries for help is 
killing us,” one of them, Ahmad 
al-Shanti, told AFP.

“The sound is getting closer, 
but where would we go?”

Another resident, Amal Ab-
del-Aal, said she watched the 
heavy strikes on the area, a week 
after being displaced from her 
home in Gaza City’s Al-Sabra 
neighbourhood.

“No one in Gaza has slept -- not 
last night, not for a week. The 
artillery and air strikes in the 
east never stop. The sky flashes 
all night long,” she added.

Gaza civil defence agency 
spokesman Mahmud Bassal said 
air strikes and artillery fire over-
night targeted areas to the north-
west and southeast of Gaza City.

 ‘Nowhere safe to go’ 
Late yesterday, the Israeli mil-

itary detailed a range of oper-
ations across the Gaza Strip in 
recent weeks.

It said the manoeuvres and 
strikes “created the conditions” 

for the military to intensify 
pressure on Hamas and lay the 
groundwork for the next stages 
of the campaign.

The UN humanitarian agency 
has warned the Israeli plan to 
expand military operations in 
Gaza City would have “a horrific 

humanitarian impact” on the 
already exhausted population.

“Forcing hundreds of thou-
sands to move south is a recipe 
for further disaster and could 
amount to forcible transfer,” 
OCHA said.

The UN Human Rights office 
in the Palestinian territories also 
voiced concern.

“Hundreds of families have 
been forced to flee, including 

many children, persons with dis-
abilities, and older people, with 
nowhere safe to go,” it said.

Others reportedly “remain 
trapped, completely cut off from 
food, water and medicine sup-
plies”, it added.

The Israeli military said this 
week it had also begun inform-
ing medical personnel and aid 
groups in northern Gaza to start 
making evacuation plans and 
transferring their equipment to 
the south.

As Israel tightened its grip on 
Gaza City’s outskirts, meditators 
continued to wait for an official 
Israeli reaction to their latest 
ceasefire proposal that Hamas 
accepted earlier this week.

 ‘Ball’ in Israel’s court 
Israel and Hamas have held 

a string of indirect negotiations 
throughout the nearly two-year 
conflict, paving the way for a pair 
of short ceasefires during which 
Israeli hostages were freed in ex-
change for Palestinian prisoners.

Of the 251 captives kidnapped 
during Hamas’s October 2023 
onslaught on southern Israel that 
triggered the war, 49 are still in 
Gaza, including 27 the Israeli 
military says are dead.

Sources from Hamas and its 
ally Islamic Jihad said this week 
that the latest ceasefire proposal 
calls for the release of 10 hostag-
es and 18 bodies from Gaza.

The Israeli military’s 
latest push comes as 
mediators await an 
official response to 
a Hamas-accepted 

ceasefire offer—while 
civilian displacement 
and casualties mount 

amid relentless strikes 
and warnings from 

aid agencies

KNOW WHAT

smoke rising above a damaged building following a Russian air attack, in Mukachevo, Zakarpattia region

A displaced Palestinian man gathers his belongings after an Israeli strike on at a camp

Israeli military vehicles are positioned along the border with the Gaza Strip

Indian, French leaders agree to strengthen ‘strategic partnership’
AFP | New Delhi

India and France agreed to 
strengthen their strategic part-

nership and economic exchanges 
in a phone call between the two 
countries’ leaders yesterday, In-
dian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said.

Modi and French President 
Emmanuel Macron also coor-
dinated their positions on the 
war in Ukraine and the conflict 
in Gaza.

“Had a very good conversa-
tion with my friend President 
Macron,” Modi said in a post on 
social media, adding that they 
had agreed to strengthen their 
“strategic partnership”.

A government statement said 
Modi and Macron also discussed 

bilateral cooperation in areas 
including trade, defence and en-
ergy.

It said Macron also shared his 
assessment of a summit Trump 
held with Ukrainian President 

Volodymyr Zelensky and Euro-
pean leaders in Washington on 
Monday, days after the US leader 
met Russian President Vladimir 
Putin in Alaska.

Israel’s war with Gaza was also 
discussed, the statement said.

Modi said he and Macron had 
exchanged views on “efforts for 
the peaceful resolution” of those 
conflicts.

The telephone call between 
Modi and Macron came as In-
dian Foreign Minister Subrah-
manyam Jaishankar met Russian 
counterpart Sergei Lavrov and 
then Putin in Moscow.

Jaishankar said after meeting 
Lavrov that they had “reaffirmed 
our shared ambition to expand 
bilateral trade” by increasing In-
dia’s exports to Russia.

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin (L) shakes hands with India’s Foreign Minister 
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar in Moscow

Egypt’s Minister of Tourism and Antiquities Sherif Fathi inspects a recovered 
artifact at Abu Qir bay in Alexandria


