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Aisha Mousa (C, front), a civilian member of Sudan’s new sovereign council that will head the country during its three-
year transition to civilian rule, speaks while flanked by other council members Raja Nicolas Abdel Massih (L), Mohamed 
al-Fakki Suleiman (C, behind), and Hassan Sheikh Idris (R) during a press conference after being sworn-in, in the capital 
Khartoum

Khartoum, Sudan 

Sudan took further steps 
in its transition towards 
civilian rule yesterday 

with the swearing in of a new 
sovereign council, to be fol-
lowed by the appointment of 
a prime minister. The body 
replaces the Transitional Mil-
itary Council (TMC) that took 
charge after deadly street pro-
tests brought down longtime 
ruler Omar al-Bashir in April.

As a result of yesterday’s 
move, it was the first time that 
Sudan was not under full mil-
itary rule since Bashir’s coup 
d’etat in 1989.

The first steps of the tran-
sition after the mass celebra-
tions that marked the August 
17 adoption of a transitional 
constitution proved difficult 
however.

The names of the joint civil-
ian-military sovereign coun-
cil’s 11 members were eventu-
ally announced late Tuesday 
after differences within the 
opposition camp held up the 
process for two days.

G e n e ra l  A b d e l  Fa t t a h 
al-Burhan, who already head-
ed the TMC, was sworn in as 
the chairman of the new sov-
ereign council in the morning.

Wearing his usual green be-
ret and camouflage uniform, 
Burhan took the oath in a short 

ceremony, one hand on the 
Koran and the other holding a 
military baton under his arm.

He will be Sudan’s head of 
state for the first 21 months of 
the 39-month transition peri-
od, until a civilian takes over 
for the remainder.

The council’s 10 other mem-
bers were sworn shortly after-
wards and Abdalla Hamdok, 
who was chosen by the oppo-
sition last week to be prime 
minister, was to be formally 
appointed later Wednesday.

The sovereign council in-
cludes two women, including 
a member of Sudan’s Christian 
minority, and it will oversee 
the formation of a government 
and of a legislative body.

The inauguration of a civil-
ian-dominated ruling council 
was welcomed by Khartoum 
residents but many warned the 
people would keep their new 
rulers in check.

The transition’s key docu-
ments were signed on Satur-
day at a ceremony attended by 
a host of foreign dignitaries, 
signalling that Sudan could be 
on its way to shedding its pa-
riah status. Sudan’s new rulers 
are expected to push for the 
lifting of the suspension from 
the African Union and to have 
the country removed from the 
US list of state sponsors of ter-
rorism.

Sudan swears in civilian-majority ruling council

General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, the 
head of Sudan’s ruling military council, 
during a swearing in ceremony

Mind the doors
 Japan bullet train runs with door open 

at 280 kph

Tokyo, Japan

A Japanese bullet train hur-
tling along at 280 kilo-

metres (174 miles) per hour 
ran for nearly a minute with 
one of its doors completely 
open yesterday, its operator 
said.

The accident, due to human 
error, was a rare mishap for the 
Japanese “Shinkansen” bullet 
train which has a world-fa-
mous safety and punctuality 
record.

The Tokyo-bound Hayabusa 
No. 46 train screeched to an 
emergency stop in a tunnel 
shortly after leaving Sendai 
station in northeastern Japan 
when the conductor saw a 
warning light that the door of 
the ninth carriage was open, 
East Japan Railway said.

“The conductor checked the 
carriage and found that the 

door was completely open,” a 
company spokesman told AFP.

“Some 340 passengers were 
on board but no one was in-
jured,” he said, adding that the 
train resumed its journey after 
a check-up.

“The incident occurred after 
a janitor mistakenly left the 
carriage door unlocked so that 
they could manually open and 
close,” he added.

“We sincerely apologise for 
the incident,” he said, adding 
that the company will take 
steps to prevent it happening 
again.

Japan is a pioneer in high-
speed rail networks, hailed for 
their punctuality and safety 
measures, including the emer-
gency stop system, which can 
automatically slow trains 
down before a major earth-
quake strikes.
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