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IN 

HISTORY
Godfrey of Bouillon is elected the 
first Defender of the Holy Sepul-
chre of the Kingdom of Jerusalem 
during the First Crusade

Hungarian army under John Hunyadi defeats the 
forces of Ottoman Sultan Mehmed II and ends 

the Siege of Belgrade (Nándorfehérvár), halting 
Ottoman expansion in Europe for 70 years

First Congress of Vienna settles 
issues between Poland and the Holy 
Roman Empire, demonstrating the 
Habsburgs’ growing influence

300,000 Jews from 
the Warsaw Ghetto 

are sent to Treblinka 
Extermination Camp
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Kanishka Narayan has 
been appointed as 

Minister of State (Minister 
for Artificial Intelligence) 
jointly in the @cabinetof-
ficeuk and the Department 
for Business, Innovation, 
Science and Trade. He will 
attend Cabinet.

@10DowningStreet

The Trump Adminis-
tration and the inter-

national community will 
not stand by as the Mu-
rillo-Ortega dictatorship 
deepens repression at 
home and manufactures 
instability that threatens 
U.S. national security. Or-
tega’s pledge to abolish 
elections in Nicaragua 
proves his cowardice and 
fear of the Nicaraguan 
people’s will.

@SecRubio

Warmest congratula-
tions to Mr. Andy 

Burnham on assuming 
office as Prime Minister 
of the United Kingdom.

@narendramodi

A very good first dis-
cussion with @andy-

burnham. We are both 
committed to bringing 
the EU and the UK closer 
and closer. Together, we 
will work towards a suc-
cessful Summit that de-
livers for our businesses, 
our young people and our 
shared security. And we 
will continue our excel-
lent cooperation in sup-
port of Ukraine. Europe is 
stronger when the EU and 
the UK work side by side.

@vonderleyen

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

W I D E  A N G L E

JOEL INDRUPATI

15 Minutes that divided 
Football Fans 

Could the music of 
Madonna, Shakira, 
Justin Bieber, BTS, 

Coldplay, Burna 
Boy and Gustavo 

Dudamel really 
be squeezed into 
just 11 minutes? 

Impossible, I 
thought.

The laws of the game, set by  the ⁠International Football 
Association Board (IFAB), are clear. The ‘halftime inter-
val’ should not exceed 15 minutes.

Yet, during the FIFA 2026 World Cup final between Spain and 
Argentina, on Sunday, 19 July, the halftime interval lasted about 
30 minutes. It was in fact exactly 27 minutes and 27 seconds, 
according to USA Today.

Initially, when the world learned that FIFA planned, for 
the first time, a 30-min-
ute halftime show dur-
ing the World Cup Final 
at New York New Jersey 
Stadium—in the style of 
the NFL Super Bowl—the 
backlash was immediate.

Critics cited breaches 
of the Laws of the Game, 
risks to player health, and 
disruption to the match’s 
rhythm. They argued 
that the extended break 
violated IFAB regulations, 
allowed players’ muscles 
to cool down (increasing 
the risk of stiffness and 
second-half injuries), and 
reduced players’ mental 
sharpness.

Also, making the fast-
paced flow of soccer an 
“Americanized,” highly 
commercialized event 
angered a number of traditional fans.

Three days before the final, both MSN and Yahoo Sports 
reported that FIFA had confirmed the halftime interval would 
last only 17 minutes—11 minutes for the musical performances 
and six minutes for stage setup and dismantling.

Even before I watched the show, I knew the announced line-
up was simply too ambitious for the allotted time. However 
meticulous the planning, it was bound to overrun.

Could the music of Madonna, Shakira, Justin Bieber, BTS, 
Coldplay, Burna Boy and Gustavo Dudamel really be squeezed 
into just 11 minutes? Impossible, I thought.

And impossible, it was. 
The show overran just as, I am sure, many others around the 

world thought it would.
However, the important thing is this. All hell did not break 

loose. Floodgates did not burst open. Nothing spiraled out of 
control. Everything went smoothly, even though it took a few 
minutes more.

Many surprises were woven into the colourful and spectac-
ular show. Brazilian football legends Ronaldo and Ronaldinho 
joined Madonna before she performed her hit song Music, 
thrilling the spectators.

The Muppets—Kermit the Frog, Miss Piggy, and Animal—also 
made a special appearance regaling the young and old alike.

The PS22 Chorus, the viral public elementary school choir 
from Staten Island, New York, got a chance to perform alongside 
the fabulous band Coldplay. 

Gustavo Dudamel, the legendary Venezuelan conductor, 
brought together Venezuela’s Simón Bolívar Symphony Or-
chestra and the USA’s New York Philharmonic Orchestra for 
their first-ever joint collaboration.

Burna Boy, the celebrated Nigerian singer, songwriter, and 
record producer, performed with Shakira their now-famous 
song Dai Dai. 

The Italian slang expression, meaning “Come on!” or “Let’s 
go!”—similar to the Arabic Yalla—was released by the two artists 
in May 2026 as the official song of the FIFA World Cup 2026.

Beyond entertainment, the halftime show also became a 
high-visibility global platform for the FIFA–Global Citizen 
partnership, designed to raise awareness, inspire philanthropic 
commitments, and generate public support for the FIFA Global 
Citizen Education Fund.

A portion of FIFA’s 2026 World Cup ticket revenue is directed 
to this fund, which aims to expand access to quality education 
and sports for children worldwide across nearly 200 countries.

Produced by Global Citizen alongside Live Nation and Done + 
Dusted, and curated and directed by Chris Martin of Coldplay, 
the event was well-designed to benefit the FIFA Global Citizen 
Education Fund.

After organizing those 104 matches, between 48 countries, 
in 16 stadiums, in three countries, I am sure, we can all excuse 
FIFA for those 15 minutes.
(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author 
and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Daily 
Tribune)

‘Sit down!’ Australian politician 
berates dog on live TV

AFP | Sydney, Australia

A top lawmaker from Aus-
tralia’s far-right One Na-

tion party has grabbed head-
lines after exploding at a mis-
behaving dog as he was grilled 
on live TV.

Former deputy prime min-
ister Barnaby Joyce was being 
interviewed on national broad-
caster ABC on Monday night 
when he interrupted the one-
on-one to shriek “sit down!”

“Sorry, it’s the dog,” he told 
the journalist.

T h e errant 

pooch then interrupted the 
proceedings again, with Joyce 
saying: “I do apologise for this 
dog, it’s just started to bail up.”

“Don’t worry about the dog, 
just answer the question,” re-
plied journalist Sarah Ferguson, 
who was grilling Joyce on his 
party leader Pauline Hanson’s 
recent meeting with far-right 
British figurehead Tommy Rob-
inson.

“Don’t be rude. Otherwise, 
this interview will come to a 
grinding halt, Sarah,” Joyce 
snapped back.

It’s not the first 
t i m e  t h e  c a t-
tle-farming pol-

itician has fallen 
foul of man’s best 

friend -- he once 
threatened to kill 
Jo h n n y  D e p p ’s 
dogs.

His outburst 
drew ire across 

Au s t r a l i a , 
with Vic-
t o r i a 

s t a t e 
lawmak-

er Georgie 
Purcell of 

t h e  A n i m a l 
Justice Party 

writ ing on 
social me-
dia: “if you 

think this is a normal way to 
speak to your dog, sit down!”

Asked about the feedback, 
Joyce told the Sydney Morning 
Herald the outcry reflected a 
divide between the cities and 
rural Australians.

“People in the regions laugh 
about it,” he said.

“People in the inner city 
think it’s a war crime.”

Opinion polls show One Na-
tion, for decades a fringe group 
led by provocateur Hanson, has 
become Australia’s most popu-
lar party in recent months.

Hanson has defended her de-
cision to appear on a podcast 
with Robinson, a former foot-
ball hooligan turned anti-Is-
lam activist whose profile has 
soared in recent years.

She drew outrage back home 
for telling Robinson the end of 
the “White Australia” policy 
-- which restricted non-white 
immigration -- in the 1970s was 
partly responsible for the coun-

try’s current ills.
Hanson lat-

er denied she 
was call ing 
for a return 
to that policy.

UAE to invest $6.2 bn in Abu Dhabi gas project
AFP | Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates

The United Arab Emirates' 
state oil giant ADNOC is to 

invest $6.2 billion in an Abu 
Dhabi natural gas develop-
ment project, the firm an-
nounced yesterday. 

In a statement, ADNOC said 
it took the $6.2 billion final in-
vestment decision to develop 
the offshore Umm Shaif Gas 
Cap with France's TotalEn-
ergies, Italy's Eni and China 
National Petroleum Corpo-

ration.
The investment is expect-

ed to produce more than 600 
million standard cubic feet of 
gas per day from 2030, along-
side associated gas liquids, the 
company said.

"ADNOC is accelerating its 
integrated gas strategy to fur-
ther harness the UAE's vast gas 
resources," industry minister 
Sultan Ahmed Al Jaber said.

The move would also ex-
pand the UAE's "LNG platform, 
as global demand for natural 
gas continues to rise", added 

Al Jaber, who is also the AD-
NOC group's chief executive.

The investment comes as 
hydrocarbon-rich Gulf na-
tions face challenges in boost-
ing their output following Ira-
nian attacks and the closure of 
the Strait of Hormuz, a vital 
waterway for energy exports.

In May the UAE announced 
its main gas-processing com-
plex, the Habshan site in the 
capital Abu Dhabi, would not 
return to full capacity until 
next year, after it was targeted 
in the Middle East war.

Trump orders new 
50% tariff on many 
Canadian goods
Washington, United States

US President Donald 
Trump signed orders 

Monday to impose new 
50-percent tariffs on many 
Canadian goods, claiming 
"discriminatory treatment" 
by Ottawa against Ameri-
can alcohol, automobile and 
dairy products.

The tariffs take effect in 
30 days and cover a wide 
range of goods including 
wine, hockey sticks and ce-
ment, said the White House 
in a fact sheet.

Trump tapped a  l i t-
tle-known legal provision 
for the new duties -- Sec-
tion 338 of the Tariff Act of 
1930 -- which allows offi-
cials to take action against 
countries said to engage 
in discriminatory trade  
practices.

The latest duties will not 
apply to energy, potash and 
goods already impacted by 
sector-specific tariffs, the 
White House said.

Netherlands to ban Israeli 
settler products from Sept 22
AFP | The Hague, Nether-
lands

The Netherlands gov-
ernment announced 

yesterday that it would ban 
imports from Palestinian ter-
ritories occupied by Israeli 
settlers from September 22.

The Netherlands will join 
Ireland, Belgium and Spain 
among European Union 
countries that have imposed 
restrictions on trade with 
territories occupied by Is-
raeli settlers.

There have been growing 
calls for the 27-nation bloc to 
impose EU-wide restrictions 
over Israel’s military action 
in Gaza and increased vio-

lence in the occupied terri-
tories, but some EU members 
are reluctant.

Israel’s occupation of 
Palestinian territories is 
considered illegal under 
international law. And the 
Dutch foreign ministry said: 
“With the proposed meas-
ures, the Netherlands is re-
inforcing its commitment 
to fulfilling its internation-
al legal obligation not to 
contribute to this unlawful  
situation.”

The ban will apply to “the 
import, purchase, and sale 
of goods originating from 
illegal Israeli settlements lo-
cated in the Palestinian ter-
ritories”, the ministry said.

‘If we left right now, it would 
take Iran 20, 25 years to rebuild’ 

• Kuwait summons 
Iran ambassador over 
attack on ship transiting 
Hormuz strait

AFP | Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
said yesterday the United 
States was far from fin-

ished with Iran and warned the 
next US military target could be 
an underground nuclear complex 
known as Pickaxe Mountain.

Pickaxe Mountain is a deeply 
buried nuclear site near Natanz 
where Western intelligence sus-
pects Iran is building an unde-
clared enrichment facility.

“We’ll be hitting that area pret-
ty soon, and very heavily,” Trump 
said, adding that he would not 
normally announce targets but 
“there’s not a thing they can do 
about it.”

Trump estimated it would 
take Iran more than 20 years to 
rebuild from current damage, 
addressing reporters during a 
White House meeting with Leb-
anese President Joseph Aoun.

“If we left right now, it would 
take Iran 20, 25 years to rebuild. 
Okay, and we’re not finished at 
all...we’re not leaving right now.”

Iran stepped up its strikes in 
the Middle East on Tuesday, two 
weeks after its war with the Unit-
ed States resumed, with Jordan, 
Kuwait and Bahrain coming un-
der attack.

The US military said last night 
it had completed its latest round 
of strikes against Iran, targeting 
various sites to counter Tehran’s 

ability to attack ships transiting 
the Strait of Hormuz.

“US forces struck Iranian mili-
tary command centers, maritime 
capabilities, missile and drone 
launch sites, and air defense sys-
tems to degrade Iran’s ability to 
continue attacking commercial 
vessels flowing through the Strait 
of Hormuz,” CENTCOM said in a 
post on X.

Following the deaths of at least 

three US soldiers in the past sev-
eral days, the United States  said 
the attacks were “designed to 
further degrade Iranian military 
capabilities used to attack com-
mercial shipping” in the Strait 
of Hormuz.

US President Donald Trump 
warned that Iran would pay 
“many times over” for every 
American soldier killed, while 
Iranian President Masoud 

Pezeshkian said the conflict had 
become “a full-scale war”.

Nearly 100 US service members 
have been wounded since war 
resumed on July 7, the Pentagon 
said on Monday, most with minor 
concussion.

Pakistan’s Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif called for restraint 
from all warring sides during 
a meeting with Iran’s interior 
minister on Tuesday.

Will ‘take care of’ Houthis if they blockade Saudi ports
Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
said Tuesday he would “take 

care of” the Houthi rebels if the 
Iran-backed militant group fol-

lows through on its threatened 
blockade of Saudi ports.

“If something like that hap-
pens, we take care of it,” Trump 
told reporters during a White 
House meeting with Lebanese 

President Joseph Aoun. “You 
know, we’ve done that with the 
Houthis before, and we hav-
en’t heard from them in a while 
since we did what we did orig-
inally.”

But, ‘we’re not finished at all...we’re 
not leaving right now,’ warns Trump

U.S. President Donald Trump (R) speaks as President of Lebanon Joseph Aoun listens during a bilateral meeting in the Oval 
Office of the White House

Gaza civil defence 
says Israeli strikes 
kill 12, including 
family of six
AFP | Gaza City, Palestinian 
Territories

Gaza’s civil defence agen-
cy and witnesses said 

Israeli strikes killed 12 peo-
ple, including a family of six, 
in the Palestinian territory 
yesterday. 

One airstrike hit a house 
belonging to the Al-Masri 
family in central Gaza City 
in the north, according to 
the territory’s civil defence 
agency, which operates as 
a rescue service under Ha-
mas. 

Witnesses said six mem-
bers of the family were 
ki l led,  including four 
children. Gaza’s Al-Shi-
fa hospital said it had re-
ceived the bodies and the  
wounded.

Relatives gathered at the 
hospital. Some wept as the 
body of a girl was placed in 
a white plastic bag and laid 
alongside the other bodies 
wrapped in thick blankets.

India summons 
Russia envoy to 
condemn deadly 
ship attack in 
Ukraine
AFP | New Delhi, India

India summoned Russia's 
top envoy in New Del-

hi on Tuesday to protest 
against an attack on a cargo 
ship leaving Ukraine's port 
of Odesa that killed four In-
dian nationals.

T h e  I n d i a n  f o r e i g n 
ministry said it had sum-
moned Vladimir Ladanov, 
the Russian charge d'af-
faires, to convey "grave 
concerns" and "unequiv-
ocal condemnation" of 
the attack on commercial 
vessel MV Golden Leo on  
Sunday.

The ship had five Indi-
ans on board, four of whom 
were killed, it said.

"Such attacks undermine 
the safety, security, and 
stability of internation-
al maritime commerce," 
the ministry said in a  
statement.

Trump says US ‘not finished at all’ with Iran

Trump vows to 
help Lebanon 
pursue peace 

with Israel
• Meeting Aoun at the 
White House, Trump 
said Lebanon had been 
“a very mistreated 
country” that had been 
“hit hard” for decades.

• Aoun, the first 
Lebanese president 
invited to Washington 
since 2009, asked 
Trump for political 
support.

AFP | Washington, United 
States

US President Donald Trump 
vowed yesterday to help 

Lebanon "a lot" as its pres-
ident, Joseph Aoun, sought 
Washington's backing for a 
fragile effort to disarm Hez-
bollah and forge a path to 
peace with Israel.

Meeting Aoun at the White 
House, Trump said Lebanon 
had been "a very mistreated 
country" that had been "hit 
hard" for decades.

"It's probably a dangerous 
place in a lot of ways," Trump 
told reporters. "But they love 
the country... and we're going 
to help it. We're going to help 
it a lot."

Aoun, the first Lebanese 
president invited to Washing-
ton since 2009, asked Trump 
for political support and con-
tinued backing for the Leba-
nese army, which has begun 
deploying in southern areas 
under a US-backed framework 
agreement with Israel.

"We need to support the 
LAF," Aoun said, referring to 
the Lebanese Armed Forces. 
"Without the LAF, everything 
will collapse."

The Lebanese president, a 
former army commander, said 
the military was "the backbone 

of security and stability" and 
the country's most trusted in-
stitution.

His visit came as the Leba-
nese army moved into an area 
of the south under a deal with 
Israel aimed at proving Beirut 
can extend state authority and 
disarm Iran-backed Hezbol-
lah.

But in a sign of the fragility 
of the agreement, the Leba-
nese army said Israeli troops 
fired near its soldiers deploy-
ing in a so-called "pilot zone" 
Israel is supposed to withdraw 
from.

Asked whether Washington 
would put additional pressure 
on Israel to withdraw, Trump 
said: "We'll be looking at that."

Lebanon is under pressure 
to prove that it can and will 
disarm Hezbollah, which Is-
rael has set as a precondition 
for ending its occupation in 
southern Lebanon.

The "pilot zones" where the 
Lebanese army is deploying 
are primarily located just out-
side territory Israeli forces in-
vaded after Hezbollah opened 
rocket fire on Israel and drew 
Lebanon into the Middle East 
war in March.

The army said Tuesday it 
had begun deploying to one of 
three pilot zones, the village 
of Zawtar al-Gharbiya. Isra-
el's military said it would be 
"adjusting its force posture" in 
one pilot area.

Hours later, however, the 
Lebanese army said Israeli 
forces "opened fire in the vi-
cinity of these units," adding 
that the incident would hinder 
the deployment.

The Israel Defense Forces 
(IDF) said it had only fired 
"warning shots into the air" af-
ter Lebanese soldiers entered 
an area that was "not part of 
the pilot area."

"The Lebanese Armed Forc-
es personnel withdrew from 
the area, and no injuries were 
reported," it added.


