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HISTORY
Godfrey of Bouillon is elected 
the first Defender of the Holy 
Sepulchre of The Kingdom of Je-
rusalem during the First Crusade

First Congress of Vienna settles 
issues between Poland and Holy 

Roman Empire and demonstrates 
the Habsburgs growing influence

Hungarian army under John Hunyadi defeat the 
forces of Ottoman Sultan Mehmed II and end 
the Siege of Belgrade (Nándorfehérvár). Halt-
ing Ottoman expansion in Europe for 70 years.

Sarawak achieves 
independence 

from British 
colonial rule
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Deeply shocked and 
saddened at the loss 

of lives, many of them 
young students, in a trag-
ic air crash in Dhaka. Our 
hearts go out to the be-
reaved families. We pray 
for the swift recovery 
of those injured. India 
stands in solidarity with 
Bangladesh and is ready 
to extend all possible 
support and assistance.

@narendramodi

I welcome the signature 
of the Declaration of 

Principles between the 
Government of the Dem-
ocratic Republic of the 
Congo & the AFC/M23.
The @UN remains com-
mitted to supporting 
efforts toward peace, 
protection of civilians 
& stability in the DRC in 
close collaboration with 
national authorities, re-
gional & international 
partners.l

@antonioguterres

President Trump hosts 
Republican Senators 

at the White House for 
dinner. MAKE AMERICA 
GREAT AGAIN! 

@WhiteHouse

I had a very substan-
tive meeting today 

on drone development, 
production, and procure-
ment. Government offi-
cials, the National Secu-
rity and Defense Coun-
cil, the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine, and the Office 
team are working togeth-
er.

@ZelenskyyUa

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u The UK government 
yesterday called for a 50-day drive 
to arm Ukraine to take advantage of a 
recent ultimatum put to Russia by US 
President Donald Trump. Earlier this 
month, Trump gave Russian President 
Vladimir Putin 50 days to strike a 
peace deal with Kyiv in the three-year 
war or face sanctions. UK Defence 
Secretary John Healey told a meeting of 
the Ukraine Defence Contact Group (UDCG) 
that Kyiv’s backers stand at a moment of 
“maximum opportunity”. “As members 
of this UDCG, we need to step up, in turn, a 50-day drive to arm Ukraine on the 
battlefield and to help push Putin to the negotiating table,” Healey told the virtual 
meeting of 52 nations. Trump also pledged to supply Kyiv with new military aid, 
sponsored by NATO allies, as its cities suffer ever-increasing Russian aerial attacks 
since Moscow’s 2022 invasion of Ukraine. Healey, chairing the meeting alongside 
German Defence Minister Boris Pistorius, said the UK “backs this policy”.“We will 
play our full part in its success,” he added.

u Tehran yesterday accused Britain, France and Germany of failing 
to respect the 2015 Iran nuclear deal, after they 
threatened to reimpose sanctions over its atomic 
programme. The 2015 deal, reached between Iran 
and the UN Security Council’s permanent members 
-- Britain, China, France, Russia and the United States 
-- plus Germany imposed curbs on Iran’s nuclear 

programme in exchange for sanctions relief. But it unravelled when the United 
States in 2018, during Donald Trump’s first term as president, unilaterally 
withdrew from the accord and reimposed sweeping sanctions. The Europeans had 
pledged continued support for the deal, but the mechanism intended to offset US 
sanctions never materialised effectively and many Western firms were forced to 
exit Iran, which has since faced a deepening economic crisis.

u Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba 
clung yesterday even after an election debacle left 
his coalition without a majority in the upper house, 
as painful new US tariffs loom. In Sunday’s election 
Ishiba’s Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), which has 
governed almost continuously since 1955, and its 
partner Komeito fell a projected three seats short 
of retaining a majority in the upper house. Voters 
angry at inflation turned to other parties, notably the 
“Japanese first” Sanseito, which made strong gains 
with its “anti-globalist” drive echoing the agenda 
of populist parties elsewhere. “I even think (the 
LDP) should have lost more,” 25-year-old Kazuyo 
Nanasawa, who voted for a small ultra-conservative party, told AFP, adding that 
Ishiba should quit. The debacle comes only months after Ishiba’s coalition was 
forced into a minority government in the more powerful lower house, in the LDP’s 
worst result in 15 years.
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The Chinese-made F-7 BGI 
(not BJI) aircraft is an 

advanced variant of the 
Chengdu F-7, which itself is a 
Chinese version of the Soviet 

MiG-21—but with a major 
twist.

Despite its roots in a 1950s-era 
design, the F-7 BGI features a 

modern glass cockpit, hands-on 
throttle-and-stick (HOTAS) 

controls, and multi-function 
displays (MFDs)—technology 

typically found in much newer 
4th-generation fighters. This 

makes it one of the most mod-
ernised versions of the MiG-21 

still flying.

KNOW WHAT

At least 19 killed as Bangladesh 
fighter jet crashes into school
Chinese-made F-7 BJI aircraft crashed moments after students were let out of class

• At least 51 people, 
mostly students, were 
undergoing treatment

•  A day of national 
mourning on Tuesday

AFP | Dhaka, Bangladesh

A Bangladeshi training fight-
er jet crashed into a school 
in the capital Dhaka yes-

terday, killing at least 19 people 
and injuring dozens more in the 
country’s deadliest aviation acci-
dent in decades.

An AFP photographer at the 
scene saw fire and rescue officials 
taking away the injured students 
on stretchers, while military per-
sonnel helped clear the wreckage.

A military statement said 19 
people were killed, including the 
pilot, and 20 others were critically 
wounded.

At least 51 people, mostly stu-
dents, were undergoing treat-
ment at Dhaka’s National Burn 
and Plastic Surgery Institute, its 
director Mohammad Nasir Uddin 
told AFP.

The Chinese-made F-7 BJI air-
craft crashed moments after stu-
dents were let out of class at 1:00 
pm (0700 GMT) at the Milestone 
School and College.

A witness said he heard a huge 
blast that felt like an earthquake.

“We have two playgrounds, one 
for the senior students and one for 
the juniors,” said Shafiur Rahman 
Shafi, 18, who is enrolled at the 
school.

“We were on the playground for 
the seniors. There were two fight-
er planes... Suddenly one of the 
two planes crashed here (in the 
junior playground),” he told AFP.

“It created a boom, and it felt 
like a quake. Then it caught fire, 
and the army reached the spot 
later.”

The interim government of Mu-
hammad Yunus announcedcy.

‘We frantically searched’
Grieving parents and relatives 

of the victims thronged the Na-
tional Burn and Plastic Surgery 

Institute.
Tofazzal Hossain, 30, broke 

down in tears on learning that 
his young cousin had been killed.

“We frantically searched for 
my cousin in different hospitals,” 
Hossain told AFP.

“He was an eighth grader at 
the school. Finally, we found his 
body.”

Yunus expressed “deep grief 

and sorrow” over the incident in 
a post on X.

“The loss suffered by the Air 
Force, the students, parents, 
teachers, and staff of Milestone 
School and College, as well as 
others affected by this accident, 
is irreparable,” he said.

“This is a moment of profound 
pain for the nation.”

The crash was the worst avi-
ation accident in the country in 
several decades.

The deadliest ever disaster 
happened in 1984 when a plane 
flying from Chattogram to Dhaka 
crashed, killing all 49 on board.

Last month, a commercial air-
craft crashed in neighbouring In-
dia, killing 260 people.

Bangladesh’s fire service and security personnel conduct a search and rescue operation after an Air Force training jet crashed into school in Dhaka

People crowd a street as fire fighting trucks remain on standby outside a school 
where an Air Force training jet crashed in Dhaka

 Bangladesh’s fire service and security personnel conduct a search and rescue 
operatio

US passenger jet has close 
call with B-52 bomber

Washington, United States

A passenger jet performed 
an “aggressive maneu-

ver” to avoid a mid-air colli-
sion with a US military bomber 
over the state of North Dakota, 
according to recorded audio of 
the commercial pilot.

Delta Flight 3788, operat-
ed by SkyWest, took off from 
Minneapolis and was ap-
proaching the city of Minot 
when the pilot rapidly rerout-
ed after seeing another aircraft 
nearing from the right.

“I don’t know how fast they 
were going, but they were a 
lot faster than us, I felt it was 
the safest thing to do to turn 
behind it,” the pilot told pas-
sengers.

“Sorry about the aggressive 
maneuver. It caught me by sur-
prise, this is not normal at all.”

SkyWest was investigating 
the Friday incident. The flight 
was cleared for approach by 
the tower “but performed a 
go-around when another air-
craft became visible in their 
flight path,” the carrier said 

in a statement reported by US 
media.

The US Air Force did not 
provide specifics about the 
near miss but confirmed in 
a statement reported by the 
Washington Post that a B-52 
bomber was performing a fly-
over at the North Dakota State 
Fair, which occurred in Minot.

The northern city, about 50 
miles (80 kilometers) from the 
Canada border, is home to a 
commercial airport and a US 
Air Force base.

In the video, posted to Insta-
gram and verified by Storyful, 
the SkyWest pilot told pas-
sengers that “nobody told us” 
about the other plane.

He said the Minot tower, 
which does not use radar -- a 
common situation in smaller, 
more remote airfields in the 
United States -- offered guid-
ance that could have put the 
passenger jet in jeopardy.

“He said ‘Turn right.’ I said 
there’s an airplane over there. 
And he says ‘Turn left,’” the 
pilot said according to the  
video.

Russia publishes rare footage 
of largest drone factory

AFP | Moscow, Russia

Russia has showcased what 
it calls the biggest drone 

factory in the world, broad-
casting rare footage from in-
side a plant assembling the 
deadly attack drones it fires at 
Ukraine on a daily basis.

Moscow has launched re-
cord numbers of drones at 
Ukrainian cities in recent 
weeks, escalating aerial attacks 
as it ignores calls from US Pres-
ident Donald Trump to halt its 
offensives.

The video, published Sun-
day by Zvezda, a TV channel 
owned by the Russian defence 
ministry, showed workers with 
their faces blurred assembling 

jet-black triangle-shaped at-
tack drones.

“This is the world’s largest 
factory producing unmanned 
combat aerial vehicles, and 
the most secretive one,” said 
Timur Shagivaleev, plant di-
rector who has been sanc-
tioned by the United States.

The plant is near the town of 
Yelabuga in the central Russian 
region of Tatarstan, located in 
what was initially planned to 
be a special economic zone to 
boost science and business in 
the region.

More than 1,000 kilometres 
(620 miles) from the Ukraini-
an border, it has now become 
a target for Kyiv’s own long-
range attacks.

War in Gaza ‘must end 
now’, urge UK, 24 allies

Civilians’ suffering had “reached new depths”

• Branded Israeli-
supported relief effort 
in Gaza as “dangerous”

• UN agencies were 
replaced as the main 
distributor of aid 
in the territory

AFP | London, United Kingdom

Britain and 24 Western al-
lies, including Australia, 
Canada, France and Italy, 

declared yesterday that the war 
in Gaza “must end now”, argu-
ing that civilians’ suffering had 
“reached new depths”.

“We urge the parties and 
the international community 
to unite in a common effort to 
bring this terrible conflict to 
an end, through an immediate, 
unconditional and permanent 
ceasefire,” the grouping added 
in a joint statement.

“Further bloodshed serves 
no purpose.  We reaffirm our 
complete support to the efforts 
of the US, Qatar and Egypt to 

achieve this.”
The signatories -- which 

also included Japan, several 
EU countries, Switzerland and 
New Zealand -- added they 
were “prepared to take further 
action to support an immediate 
ceasefire”.

The wide-ranging statement 
branded the controversial Is-
raeli-supported relief effort in 
Gaza as “dangerous” and said 
it deprives Gazans of “human 
dignity”.

“We condemn the drip feed-
ing of aid and the inhumane 
killing of civilians, including 
children, seeking to meet their 
most basic needs of water and 
food,” the statement said.

“The Israeli government’s 
denial of essential humanitar-
ian assistance to the civilian 
population is unacceptable,” it 
added, urging Israel to “comply 
with its obligations under in-
ternational humanitarian law”.

The statement called for the 
Israeli government “to immedi-
ately lift restrictions on the flow 
of aid and to urgently enable the 
UN and humanitarian NGOs to 
do their life saving work safely 
and effectively”.

The UN said last week that it 
had recorded 875 people who 
had been killed in Gaza while 
trying to get food via the US- 
and Israel-backed Gaza Hu-
manitarian Foundation (GHF).

It has replaced UN agencies 
as the main distributor of aid 
in the territory.

The 25-nation statement also 
condemned the continued de-
tention of hostages in Gaza by 
Hamas militants, demanding 
“their immediate and uncon-
ditional release” and noting 
a negotiated ceasefire “offers 
the best hope of bringing them 
home”.

Meanwhile, the signatories 
said they “strongly oppose any 
steps towards territorial or de-
mographic change in the Oc-
cupied Palestinian Territories” 
and said an Israeli plan to shift 
Palestinians into a so-called 
“humanitarian city” was unac-
ceptable.

“Permanent forced displace-
ment is a violation of interna-
tional humanitarian law,” they 
warned. The statement was also 
signed by EU Commissioner for 
Equality, Preparedness and Cri-
sis Management Hadja Lahbib.

Palestinians rush a casualty of an Israeli strike on an apartment at the Nuseirat refugee camp, into Al-Awda hospital in 
the central Gaza Strip

UNRWA says some Gaza staff 
starving as malnutrition soars

Gaza City, Palestinian Terri-
tories

The UN agency for Palestin-
ian refugees said yesterday 

that it was "receiving desper-
ate messages of starvation" 
from its Gaza staff, as the Pal-
estinian territory experiences 
surging levels of hunger.

Gaza's population of more 
than two million people are 
facing severe shortages of food 
and other essentials, with doc-
tors, the civil defence agency 
and medical charity Doctors 
Without Borders (MSF) report-
ing a spike in malnutrition cas-

es in recent days.
In a post on X, UNRWA said 

that shortages in the Palestin-
ian territory had caused food 
prices to increase by 40 times, 
while the aid stockpiled in 
its warehouses outside Gaza 
could feed "the entire popu-
lation for over three months."

After talks to extend a six-
week ceasefire broke down, 
Israel imposed a full blockade 
on Gaza on March 2, allowing 
nothing in until trucks were 
again permitted at a trickle 
in late May. The civil defence 
agency on Sunday reported at 

least three infant deaths from 
"severe hunger and malnutri-
tion" in the past week.

E i g h t e e n  r e p o r t e d -
ly died of starvation within 
24 hours between Saturday 
and Sunday, the ministry  
said.

"Infants under one year of 
age suffer from a lack of milk, 
which leads to a significant 
decrease in their weight and 
a decrease in their immunity 
that makes them vulnerable 
to diseases," said Mohammed 
Abu Salmiya, the director of 
Gaza's Al-Shifa Hospital.

Representative picture

Workers assemble drones at a production facility in Russia’s Tatarstan 
region.

‘Comrade VS’, Kerala’s grand old 
Communist leader, dies at 101

TDT | agencies 

Former Kerala Chief Min-
ister and the icon of 

Communist movement VS 
Achuthanandan died yester-
day, after a long hospitalisa-
tion. The 101-year-old was ad-
mitted to a private hospital in 
Thiruvananthapuram on June 
23 after he suffered a cardiac 
arrest at home. He had been 
on ventilator support in the 
intensive care unit since.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan and CPM state secretary 
MV Govindan have rushed to 
the hospital to meet the family. 
A steady stream of political 
leaders are already making a 
beeline for the hospital to pay 
their respects.

A lifelong fighter for the 
rights of disadvantaged sec-
tions and a towering presence 
in state politics, Achuthanan-
dan had withdrawn from pub-
lic life after he suffered a mi-
nor stroke in 2019. 

In January 2021, he had quit 
as the Chairman of the Admin-
istrative Reforms Committee 
and had been staying alter-
nately with his son or daughter 
in Thiruvananthapuram since. 

A founder leader of CPM af-
ter the split in undivided par-
ty in 1964, Achuthanandan’s 
populist stance and uncom-
promising image winning him 
admiration across party lines.

He had been the Leader of 
the Opposition from 2001 to 
2006, when he had spearhead-

ed the attack on the UDF gov-
ernment led by AK Antony. In 
2006, he led the CPM-led Left 
Democratic Front to victory 
and served as Chief Minister 
till 2011. 

In 2011, he crafted the LDF 
campaign and leading from the 
front, came close to securing a 
second term, but the Oommen 
Chandy-led UDF had managed 
a narrow victory, securing 72 
of the 140 seats in the state 
Assembly. The veteran leader 
was no stranger to controver-
sies - his frequent clashes with 
rival Pinarayi Vijayan often 
generating headlines.

He had ascribed his removal 
from the party politburo to his 
open comments against Mr Vi-
jayan and months later, on his 
90th birthday, made a series of 
stronger remarks.  


