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First Crusade: Godfrey of 
Bouillon is elected the first De-
fender of the Holy Sepulchre 
of The Kingdom of Jerusalem

Warsaw Ghetto Jews 
(300,000) are sent to 

Treblinka Extermination 
Camp

Sarawak achieves 
independence from 
British colonial rule

Norway is the victim of twin terror attacks, the first a bomb 
blast targeting government buildings in central Oslo, second 

a massacre at a youth camp on island of Utøya
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@W H O  D i r e c t o r 
General  Tedros 

Adhanom “the world 
must unite to fight this 
pandemic. Only a frac-
tion of what is spent on 
defence is required to 
fight Covid-19. Vaccine 
equity is the key. 70% 
of the global population 
must be vacinated by 
June 2022” The 138th 
I O C  S e s s i o n  . @ To -
kyo2020

@DrTedros

With the expanded 
Child Tax Credit, 

we’re proving that de-
mocracy can deliver for 
the American people.

@JoeBiden

20 July 2021 was also 
the hottest day on re-

cords at Tbilisi,Republic 
of Georgia. With a max-
imum temperature of 
40.6C, it beat its record of 
40.5C set 3 years ago.  In 
Russia, first 42C+ of 2021 
with as much as 42.4C at 
Malye Derbety.

@GretaThunberg

Eid Mubarak! Best 
wishes on Eid-ul-

Adha. May this day fur-
ther the spirit of collec-
tive empathy, harmony 
and inclusivity in the 
service of greater good.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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192,433,634

4,137,233

175,083,616

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+203,958

+3,893

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 283,813 16,457 225,068 42,288

Saudi 
Arabia

513,284 +1,142 8,115 +12 494,264 10,905

UAE 665,533 +1,506 1,907 +3 643,234 20,392

Kuwait 387,912 2,247 369,737 15,928

Oman 289,042 3,498 263,752 21,792

Qatar 224,638 +128 600 +1 222,478 1,560

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 35,082,232 625,402

2 India 31,219,374 418,623

3 Brazil 19,419,741 544,302

4 Russia 6,030,240 150,705

5 France 5,890,062 111,525

6 Turkey 5,546,166 50,650

7 UK 5,519,602 128,823

8 Argentina 4,784,219 102,381

9 Colombia 4,668,750 117,131

10 Italy 4,293,083 127,884

11 Spain 4,189,136 81,148

12 Germany 3,755,635 91,943

13 Iran 3,603,527 87,837

14 Indonesia 2,983,830 77,583

G l o b a l  t a l l y
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Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u  India reported its 
highest death toll in a month 
on Wednesday - at nearly 
4,000 - after its richest state 
reconciled its death count with 
3,509 previously unreported fatalities, 
the health ministry said. Maharashtra, 
home to the financial capital of 
Mumbai, has reported 130,753 of the 
country’s 418,480 coronavirus deaths, and 
added 3,509 earlier deaths to its tally, the 
federal health ministry said on Wednesday. 
The ministry did not give a reason but 
authorities have in the past attributed other 
instances of deaths going unreported to 
administrative errors, before the mistakes 
are discovered and the numbers appear in official data.

u The first test batch of Russian-developed Sputnik V 
vaccine against COVID-19 has been produced in Vietnam, Russia’s 

sovereign wealth fund 
RDIF and Vietnamese 
pharmaceutical firm 
VABIOTECH said 
yesterday.  The first 
validation samples 

taken from the produced batch will be shipped to the 
Gamaleya Center in Russia for quality control checks, the fund and the company 
said in a joint statement.

u The Delta variant of the coronavirus that causes Covid-19 
is now the main variant circulating in France, Prime Minister 
Jean Castex 
said on 
Wednesday, 
adding that 
96% of cases 
reported the 
day before were among the unvaccinated. “The Delta 
variant is the majority one, it is more contagious”, Castex told TF1 television, 
speaking of the variant first detected in India. The French prime minister said 
the country was weathering a “fourth wave” of infections, with 18,000 new cases 
reported on Tuesday.

u US Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman will travel 
to China this weekend, the State Department 
announced yesterday, making her the highest-
ranking official under President Joe Biden to visit 
amid deep tensions. “These discussions are part of 
ongoing US efforts to hold candid exchanges with 
PRC officials to advance US interests and values 

and to responsibly manage the relationship,” a 
State Department statement said, referring to the 
People’s Republic of China. “The deputy secretary 
will discuss areas where we have serious concerns 
about PRC actions, as well as areas where our 

interests align,” it said. The trip will still not have the trappings of a full-fledged 
official visit. Sherman will not go to Beijing but instead spend two days starting 
Sunday in Tianjin, the eastern port city.

Vietnam 
produces first 
batch of Russian 
COVID-19 

vaccine

Unvaccinated 
people account 
for 96% of new 
Covid-19 cases, 

says French PM

State Dept 
number two to visit 
China, highest trip 

under Biden

India reports 
3,998 COVID 
deaths after 
state corrects its 

data

The heritage label gives historic 
sites access to UN conservation 
funding as well as featuring in 

tourist guidebooks across the world.
The threat of being delisted has 

hung over Liverpool since 2012 after 
UNESCO warned that new buildings 
had changed the city’s skyline and 
was destroying the heritage value 

of its waterfront.
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Smart cards and robots: Saudi Arabia’s ‘digital Hajj’
AFP | Mecca, Saudi Arabia

Thirty years ago, it took Egyp-
tian pilgrim Ibrahim Siam 

several hours to track down his 
children when they went missing 
in crowds of worshippers during 
the hajj in Saudi Arabia.

Fast forward to the modern 
day and things are far simpler, 
meaning Siam, now 64, need not 
worry about losing track of his 
family and friends thanks to new 
technologies.

For this year’s Hajj, the second 
to be staged under the shadow 
of the Covid pandemic, Sau-
di authorities have rolled out 
electronic “Hajj cards” allow-
ing contactless access to reli-
gious sites, accommodation and  
transport.

“During the 1993 Hajj I lost 
my children and couldn’t find 
them for seven hours,” said Siam, 
brandishing a yellow smart card. 
“Today I’m not worried about 
losing my wife and the others 
who are with me.”

His fellow pilgrim Hazem Ri-
han, a 43-year-old veterinarian, 
had a similar experience at a pre-
vious hajj.

“Once I got lost in Mina and 
wasn’t able to describe where 
I had been,” he recounted. “All 
of the camps looked the same. 
I asked the organisers but they 
couldn’t help me.”

The plastic cards are available 

in green, red, yellow and blue. 
The colours correspond to mark-
ings on the ground guiding pil-
grims through the different stages 
of the Hajj.

The digital system also allows 
the authorities to guide the tens 
of thousands who attend the an-
nual event, which in years past 
has at times been marred by dead-
ly stampedes and accidents.

Pandemic-era pilgrimage

Each card contains basic in-
formation about each pilgrim in-
cluding their registration number, 
exact location of their accom-
modation, mobile phone num-
ber and the ID number of their  
guide.

This year just 60,000 vacci-

nated Saudis and foreigners who 
reside in the kingdom have been 
permitted to participate in the 
pilgrimage.

In the last pre-covid Hajj, in 
2019, some 2.5 million people par-
ticipated.

This year, Hajj hopefuls had to 
apply online and obtain special 
permission.

“Things were completely dif-

ferent before, we got lost on our 
way for prayers or we arrived 
late... all of our efforts were in 
vain,” said Ahmed Achour, an 
Egyptian pharmacist living in 
Jeddah.

“From the moment I sub-
mitted my Hajj request online, 
everything was smooth. I made 
the application, it was accept-

ed, I paid and then I printed the 
authorisation.”

This year’s Hajj has been held 
against the backdrop of mounting 
concern about new variants of the 
coronavirus.

Saudi Arabia has reported more 
than 510,000 cases including 
8,089 deaths.

‘Keeping up with the times’

Amro al-Maddah, under-secre-
tary at the Hajj ministry, said at 
the launch of the hajj cards that 
he expected “all transactions to 
be contactless” in the future, with 
the cards eventually serving as 
virtual wallets for payments.

King Salman too lauded the 

“digital Hajj system” during an 
address on state-run Al-Ekhbari-
ya, saying it was intended “reduce 
the personnel required to deliver 
hajj while assuring the safety of 
pilgrims”.

The pilgrimage, usually one of 
the largest religious gatherings in 
the world, was seen as a potential 
Covid super-spreader event and 
its organisation is a major logis-
tical feat every year.

Deputy Hajj minister Abdul-
fattah bin Sulaiman Mashat said 
organisers had sought to “use 
technology to serve pilgrims”.

This year instead of commu-
nal water dispensers, an army 
of robots was deployed to dis-
tribute sacred water to the  
faithful.

“Bottled zamzam water is much 
better. There are fewer people 
and there’s no need to queue,” Pa-
kistani-American Aneela, 37, said.

Egyptian pilgrim Siam said 
the new technologies meant the 
hajj was “keeping up with the  
times”.

A Saudi member of staff scans a pilgrim’s Hajj card A pilgrim prays in the bottom of Mount Arafat A man holds an umbrella over the head of his wife as she prays on 
Mount Arafat

A smart robot used for the first time at the Grand Mosque

Saudi to ban 
unvaccinated 
people from 
entering public 
places from Aug 1

Al Arabia

Saudi Arabia will be ban-
ning all unvaccinated 

citizens and residents from 
entering public establish-
ments, such as malls and 
restaurants, starting from 
August 1, the Kingdom’s 
Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs announced on 
Tuesday.

Anyone who has not 
been inoculated against the 
coronavirus will not be al-
lowed to enter malls, shop-
ping centres, retail stores, 
and markets, according to 
the ministry. People will 
also need to show proof of 
vaccine to be allowed en-
try into restaurants, cafes, 
men’s barbershops, beauty 
salons, wedding and party 
halls. “In continuation of 
the ministry’s efforts to pro-
tect the public’s health, it is 
required to vaccinate work-
ers and visitors [who work 
in or will enter] a number of 
municipal establishments,” 
the ministry said on Twitter.

Earlier this week, the in-
terior ministry announced 
that starting from August 
9, all Saudi Arabian citizens 
will be required to have tak-
en two doses of a COVID-19 
vaccine before traveling out-
side the Kingdom.

The announcement came 
“in light of the spread of 
new variants of the virus, 
the low effectiveness of a 
single dose of the vaccine 
against those new variants, 
and based on studies and 
scientific research, which 
show that receiving two 
doses will protect against 
complications of the virus 
variants,” the Saudi Press 
Agency (SPA) quoted the 
Ministry of Health as say-
ing.

At least 25 dead in Chinese province’s 
heaviest rains in 1,000 years
• City authorities said 
more than 500 people 
were pulled to safety 
from the flooded subway

Reuters | Beijing

At least 25 people have died 
in China’s flood-stricken 
central province of Henan, 

a dozen of them in a subway line 
in its capital that was drenched 
by what weather officials called 
the heaviest rains for 1,000 years.

About 100,000 people have 
been evacuated in Zhengzhou, 
the capital, where rail and road 
transport have been disrupted, 
while dams and reservoirs have 
swelled to warning levels while 
thousands of troops launched a 
rescue effort in the province.

City authorities said more than 
500 people were pulled to safety 
from the flooded subway, as social 
media images showed train com-
muters immersed in chest-deep 
waters in the dark and one station 
reduced to a large brown pool.

“The water reached my chest,” 
a survivor wrote on social media. 
“I was really scared, but the most 
terrifying thing was not the water, 
but the diminishing air supply in 
the carriage.”

The rain halted bus services in 
the city of 12 million people about 
650 km (400 miles) southwest of 
Beijing, said a resident surnamed 
Guo, who had to spend the night 

at his office.
“That’s why many people took 

the subway, and the tragedy hap-
pened,” Guo told Reuters.

At least 25 people have died 
in the torrential rains that have 
lashed the province since last 
weekend, with seven missing, of-
ficials told a news conference on 
Wednesday.

Media said the dead includ-
ed four residents of the city of 
Gongyi, located on the banks of 
the Yellow River like Zhengzhou, 
following the widespread collapse 
of homes and structures because 
of the rains.

More rain is forecast across He-

nan for the next three days, and 
the People’s Liberation Army has 
sent more than 5,700 soldiers and 
personnel to help with search and 
rescue.

Many train services have been 
suspended across Henan, a major 
logistics hub with a population 
of about 100 million. Highways 
have also been closed and flights 
delayed or cancelled.

By Wednesday, media said food 
and water supplies had run out for 
hundreds of passengers stranded 
on a train that had stopped just 
beyond the city limits of Zheng-
zhou two days earlier.

Roads were severely flooded 

in a dozen cities of the province.
“Flood prevention efforts have 

become very difficult,” President 
Xi Jinping said in a statement 
broadcast by state television.

Dozens of reservoirs and dams 
breached danger levels.

Local authorities said the rain-
fall had caused a 20-metre breach 
in the Yihetan dam in the city of 
Luoyang west of Zhengzhou, and 
that the dam “could collapse at 
any time”.

In Zhengzhou itself, where 
about 100,000 people have been 
evacuated, the Guojiazui reser-
voir had been breached but there 
was no dam failure yet.

People wade through floodwaters on a road amid heavy rainfall in Zhengzhou, Henan province, China

US, Japan, South Korea send clear message to N.Korea - US diplomat
Reuters | Tokyo

The United States, Japan and South 
Korea are sending a clear message 

with their coordination on policy to-
wards North Korea, a senior US offi-
cial said on Wednesday, despite some 
recent friction between the two Asian 
allies. “That close coordination sends 

a very critical message to North Korea 
in that we are together and shoul-
der-to-shoulder in our approach to this 
policy,” US Deputy Secretary of State 
Wendy Sherman told reporters after 
meeting the vice foreign ministers of 
Japan and South Korea.

The three-way talks were held in To-
kyo despite frayed relations between 

Japan and South Korea, largely a result 
of recriminations by both sides stem-
ming from Japan’s 1910-1945 colonial 
rule of Korea.

A new chapter of the historic dispute 
that blew up in 2019 hit trade between 
the neighbours and threatened to un-
dermine their cooperation on security 
in the face of a common threat from 

North Korea and its nuclear and mis-
sile programmes.

South Korean President Moon Jae-
in recently decided not to visit the To-
kyo Olympics, which open on Friday, 
for what would have been his first 
summit with Japanese Prime Minister 
Yoshihide Suga. Japan’s vice foreign 
minister, Takeo Mori, said the trilateral 

cooperation with the United States 
was crucial for the denuclerisation of 
North Korea.

“North Korea’s next move is unpre-
dictable,” Mori said.

Choi Jung Kun, South Korea’s vice 
foreign minister, described the North 
Korea nuclear issue as “a long game” 
that needed patience.

Japan’s Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs Takeo Mori (C), South Korea’s First Vice Foreign 
Minister Choi Jong-kun and U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman pose for photographs 
prior to their trilateral meeting in Tokyo

UNESCO strips England’s Liverpool of world heritage status
AFP News

The English city of  Liver-
pool  has been removed 

from UNESCO’s list of world 
heritage sites after the United 
Nations’ cultural agency found 
new buildings, including a foot-
ball stadium, undermined the 
attractiveness of its Victorian 
docks.

Liverpool was named a World 
Heritage Site in 2004, joining 
cultural landmarks such as the 
Great Wall of China, the Taj Ma-
hal, and the Leaning Tower of 
Pisa. The city is only the third 
place to be removed from the 
prestigious list.

After a vote in China by mem-
bers of its World Heritage Com-
mittee, UNESCO said on Twitter 
that Liverpool should be deleted 
from the international cultural 
organisation’s list.

Joanne Anderson, the Liver-
pool mayor, said the decision 
was “incomprehensible” and 
she hopes to appeal.

“I’m hugely disappointed and 
concerned by this decision to 
delete Liverpool’s World Her-
itage status, which comes a 

decade after UNESCO last vis-
ited the city to see it with their 
own eyes,” she said. “We will be 
working with government to ex-
amine whether we can appeal.”

The only other sites stripped 
previously of the title are a wild-
life sanctuary in Oman in 2007 

after poaching and habitat loss 
and the Dresden Elbe valley in 
Germany in 2009 when a four-
lane motorway bridge was built 
over the river.

The UN heritage body said years of development had caused “irreversible” 
damage to the historic value of the River Mersey waterfront.

Israel looking into NSO spyware allegations 
Reuters | Jerusalem

Israel has set up a senior in-
ter-ministerial team to look 

into growing allegations that 
spyware sold by an Israeli cyber 
firm has been abused on a global 
scale, an Israeli source said on 
Wednesday, while adding that 
an export review was unlikely.

The team is headed by Isra-
el’s National Security Council, 
which answers to Prime Min-
ister Naftali Bennett and has 
broader areas of expertise than 
the Defence Ministry, which 
oversees exports of NSO Group’s 
Pegasus software, the source 
said. “This event is beyond the 

Defence Ministry purview,” the 
source said, referring to poten-
tial diplomatic blowback after 
prominent media reports this 
week of suspected abuses of Pe-
gasus in France, Mexico, India, 
Morocco and Iraq. 

On Wednesday, French Prime 
Minister Jean Castex said 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron had called for a series of 
investigations to be carried out 
into the Pegasus spyware case.

Macron’s phone was on a list 
of potential targets for possible 
surveillance on behalf of Moroc-
co in the Pegasus case, France’s 
Le Monde newspaper said on 
Tuesday.

Israeli cyber firm NSO Group’s exhibition stand is seen at “ISDEF 2019”, an 
international defence and homeland security expo, in Tel Aviv, Israel


