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HISTORY
Galileo Galilei recants his “heretical” position 
that the Earth orbiting the Sun is at odds with 
the Bible and church teaching (Vatican apolo-
gizes in 1992 for how it handled the case)

Royal Greenwich Observato-
ry is established in England 

by King Charles II

Somerset v Stewart court case 
finds slavery unsupported by 
English common law, encourag-
ing the abolitionist movement

The CSS Shenandoah fires the 
last shot of the American Civil 

War in the Bering Strait to 
indicate surrender
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A memorable Yoga 
Day across the 
world! 

Gratitude to people 
around the world for 
making International 
Day of Yoga 2026 a truly 
global celebration. 

It is encouraging to see 
Yoga bringing together 
people from all walks of 
life, across nations, in the 
shared pursuit of well-
ness and good health. 

May this day inspire 
more people to make 
Yoga a part of their dai-
ly lives in the times to 
come.

@narendramodi

In the face of the heat-
wave, let us watch over 

one another. Let us col-
lectively be attentive to 
our elders, to our chil-
dren, and to isolated or 
vulnerable people.

@EmmanuelMacron

From its deep roots in 
ancient India, yoga 

has become truly uni-
versal, helping millions 
of people of all faiths & 
cultures find calm, build 
strength & live with pur-
pose. It teaches us mind-
fulness, respect & care 
for ourselves, for our 
planet & for one another.

On this #YogaDay, let’s 
extend that care to the 
older members of our 
human family & build 
a world where every 
generation can lead a 
healthy life.

Namaste!
@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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* Ethiopia is one of only two 
African countries never formally 

colonised, the other being 
Liberia

* Ethiopia follows its own 
calendar, which is about seven to 
eight years behind the Gregorian 

calendar used by most of the 
world.

KNOW WHAT

Peace push faces 
Swiss test

Regional stability, energy security and nuclear concerns dominate negotiations

• Israel says no 
restriction on troops 
'eliminating threats' 
in Lebanon

• Iran says can't 
enter final US deal 
talks without end 
to Lebanon war

• Iran state media says 
nuclear programme not 
discussed in US talks

• US negotiators 
Jared Kushner and 
Steve Witkoff are 
in Switzerland

TDT | agencies 

Diplomatic efforts to turn a 
fragile US-Iran ceasefire 
into a lasting peace have 

entered a crucial phase in Swit-
zerland, with negotiators seek-
ing to bridge differences over 
Tehran’s nuclear programme 
and regional security concerns 
amid continuing tensions in Leb-
anon.

Representatives from Wash-
ington and Tehran are meeting 
with mediators from Pakistan 
and Qatar at the Swiss resort of 

Burgenstock, where discussions 
are aimed at transforming a pre-
liminary ceasefire agreement 
into a broader framework for 
regional stability.

While both sides have sig-
nalled a willingness to pursue 
diplomacy, developments in Leb-
anon remain a major obstacle. 
Iran has linked progress in the 
negotiations to an end to hostil-
ities involving Israel and Hez-

bollah, warning that regional 
tensions could undermine ef-
forts to secure a final 
settlement.

Israel has main-
tained that its forces 
will remain in what it 
describes as a security 
zone in southern 
Lebanon and 
will respond to 
any perceived 

threats, underscoring the chal-
lenges facing negotiators as they 

seek to ease tensions across the 
region.

The talks are also focused 
on the long-running dispute 
over Iran’s nuclear activities. 

US Vice President JD 
Vance said discus-

sions would centre 
on both the nucle-
ar issue and the 
situation in Leb-
anon, describing 
them as the two 
most important 
matters on the 
agenda.

Iranian Pres-
ident Masoud 
Pezeshkian has 
reiterated that 
Tehran will not 
relinquish its 

right to enrich 
uranium, while 

again insisting that the 
country has no intention 
of developing nuclear 
weapons.

“We can also state in 
writing that we have no 
intention of building a 
bomb,” Pezeshkian said.

In addition to nucle-
ar matters, Iran is seek-

ing the release of frozen 
assets and greater freedom 

to export its oil, issues that 
officials say form part of the 
broader negotiations.

Trump threatens to strike Iran 
over support for Hezbollah
Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
yesterday threatened to 

strike Iran if it did not stop 
Hezbollah from “causing trou-
ble,” as peace talks between 
senior US and Iranian officials 
began in Switzerland.

The negotiations opened 
against a backdrop of clashes 
in recent days between the 
Israeli army and Hezbollah 
-- a Tehran ally -- in southern 
Lebanon, threatening to de-
rail the preliminary peace deal 
between Tehran and Washing-
ton. “Iran must immediately 
stop their highly paid PROX-
IES in Lebanon from causing 
trouble,” Trump posted on his 
Truth Social platform. “If they 
don’t, we’ll hit Iran very hard 

again, just 
like we did 
last week, 
only hard-
er!!!”

I s r a e l i 
a i r s t r i k e s 
killed at least 
30 people on Saturday 
in eastern and south-
ern Lebanon, before a 
lull in the fighting that 
evening, when the Israeli 
army was ordered to halt 
clashes with Hezbollah.

The memorandum of 
understanding signed 
Wednesday between the 
United States and Iran 
stipulates a cessation of 
hostilities on all fronts, 
including in Lebanon.

Vance hopes US, Iran can turn the 
page at 'historic' talks
AFP | Burgenstock, Switzer-
land

US Vice President JD 
Vance said he hopes 

Washington and Tehran can 
reset their relationship, at 
the start of what he called 
"historic" talks in Switzer-
land on Sunday.

"This is a historic meet-
ing," Vance said in the nego-
tiation room, set up with for 
the US team on one side and 
for the Iranian delegation on 
the other.

"The question before us 
now is how much more can 
we accomplish together?

"Can we turn over a new 
leaf? Can we change rela-
tions in the Middle East per-
manently?

"Or do we go back to doing 
things the old way, which 
is not our preference, 
but it's certainly 
very much some-
thing that can hap-
pen."

I ra n ' s  Fo re i g n 
M i n i s t e r  A b b a s 
Araghchi and chief 
negotiator Moham-
mad Bagher 
Ghalibaf 
w e r e 
l e a d -
ing the 
t a l k s 

for Tehran.
The negotiation table was 

set up in a U-shape, AFP jour-
nalists in the room saw, with 
Qatar and the United States 
on one side, Pakistan and 
Iran on the other -- all with 
three seats each.

Pakistan and Qatar each 
also had one sat in the mid-
dle, at the head of the table.

What Trump "has asked us 
to do is turn over new leaf to 
transform our relationship 
with the people of Iran", said 
Vance.

Trump wants to "extend 
an outstretched hand that 
says to the people of Iran that 
if your leadership is willing 
to give up being a driver of 
regional instability, if they 
are willing to give up nu-
clear weapons ambitions 

for the long term, 
then the United 

States is willing 
to fundamental-
ly transform our 
relationship with 
that country.

"That is cer-
tainly our goal," 

said Vance.

Trump wishes UK PM Starmer well 
amid reports of resignation plans
Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
on Sunday said he wished 

UK Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er well amid reports he plans 
to resign.

"Keir Starmer will resign as 
Prime Minister of The United 
Kingdom," Trump wrote on 
Truth Social in a post 
that gave no evi-

dence he had inside informa-
tion. "I wish him 

well."
H i s  p o s t 

came as British 
media report-

ed that the em-
battled Labour 
Party leader will 
resign in a mat-

ter of days.

Trump has slammed Starmer 
for not supporting the US-Is-
raeli war against Iran, and in 
his post Sunday the president 
repeated criticism of the British 
premier on two issues: borders 
and fossil fuels.

"He failed badly on two very 
important subjects- IMMI-
GRATION AND ENERGY (OPEN 
NORTH SEA OIL!)," Trump 
wrote.

Hezbollah chief rejects any Israeli security zone in Lebanon

Britain’s King Charles to reveal 
personal tax bill: Palace
AFP | London, United Kingdom

King Charles III will reveal 
his personal tax bill in a 

bid to improve transparency, 
Buckingham Palace con-
firmed to AFP on Sun-
day, as royal finances 
come under increas-
ing public scrutiny in 
Britain.

British monarchs are 
legally exempt from 
paying certain tax-
e s ,  t h o u g h 
they have 
paid some 
d u t i e s 
v o l u n -
t a r i l y 

for decades.They also have no 
obligation to disclose their pri-
vate tax bills, but recent scan-
dals surrounding the disgraced 

former prince Andrew 
Mountbatten-Windsor 

have thrust the roy-
al family’s finances 
into the spotlight.

Charles began re-
leasing his person-
al tax information 
when he was heir to 

the throne, but 
will become 
t h e  f i r s t 
monarch to 
disclose it.

Trump blames ‘terrible vandals’ for 
Washington pool renovation woes

Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
said on Saturday “terri-

ble vandals” had sabotaged 
his renovation project of the 
Reflecting Pool in Washing-
ton, which will have to be 
revamped again, as it was 
blighted with algae and peel-
ing paint.

Trump has championed 
a makeover for the 610-me-
ter-long pool, bringing in con-
tractors to drain it and paint it 
“American flag blue.”

But not long after the job 
was complete, the paint began 
to visibly peel, and the gleam-
ing waters promptly refilled 
with green pond scum.

As workers scrambled to 
pump out murky water and 
dumped hydrogen peroxide 
into the pool, Trump took no 
responsibility for what many 
observers chalked up to shod-

dy workmanship.
“We met with contractors 

today, will probably be forced 
to release and drain much of 
the water in order to do the 
necessary repairs, but will 
have them done as quickly 
as possible,” Trump wrote on 
Truth Social.

It’s unclear how much that 
may add to the $14 million cost 
reported by US media thus far.

In the lengthy social me-
dia post, the 80-year-old Re-
publican claimed renovations 
had “worked perfectly” be-
fore “disgraceful vandalism,” 
accusing unnamed saboteurs 
of taking “some form of knife 
or blade” to the pool to “put 
a 250-foot long gash” into it, 
and pouring “corrosive and 
destructive chemicals into the 
pool.”

Trump offered no evidence 
for his latest claim on the reno-
vation woes plaguing the pool.

Algae is visible in the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool as cleanup efforts 
continue where newly applied blue paint has peeled from the bottom

Ethiopian PM’s party secures 
win in national election
AFP | Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Ethiopian Prime Minister 
Abiy Ahmed’s Prosperi-

ty Party (PP) won a landslide 
victory in legislative polls held 
June 1, the election commis-
sion said Sunday, giving it al-
most 90 percent of the seats.

Abiy has led Ethiopia since 
2018, and is increasingly criti-
cised for growing authoritari-
anism, in contrast to his early 
years when he won the No-
bel Peace Prize for mending 
relations with neighbouring 
Eritrea.

The PP was considered the 
overwhelming favourite in the 
country of 130 million, facing 
a divided opposition that did 
not field candidates in many 
constituencies.

“The ruling Prosperity Party 
secured 438 of the 486 seats 
in the House of Peoples’ Rep-
resentatives,” announced Me-
latwork Hailu, chairperson of 
the National Elections Board 
(NEBE).

“The party’s victory ac-
counts for roughly 90 percent 
of the contested seats,” she 
said.

Elections were held in 501 
of the 547 constituencies in 
the country, with roughly 40 
million people voting, NEBE 
said. A total of 54 million vot-
ers were registered.

The commission said that 
143 polling stations did not 
open on election day due to 
security concerns, adding vot-
ing was interrupted in several 
locations in Amhara and Oro-
mia, without providing further 
details.

While more than 40 parties 
ran against the PP, most lacked 
financial backing and the PP 
was unopposed in 64 constit-
uencies.

The best-represented party, 
Ezema, fielded only 293 candi-
dates compared to the PP’s 461.

Voters elect members of the 
House of Peoples’ Representa-
tives, who then choose the PM 
from among their members. 
That vote is expected some-
time between end of Septem-
ber and October.

Abiy Ahmed

A stork eats a locust on a wheat field after a harvester cuts the crop near 
Manastirea village, southern Romania. Romanian farmers have been forced 
to start the annual grain harvest weeks earlier than usual due to an intense 
early-summer heatwave and prolonged drought conditions driven by climate 
change, threatening crop yields across the region.

    Life finds a way

Europe sweats through 
new heatwave

AFP | Paris, France

France banned alcohol 
in red-alert areas Sun-
day, Spain and Germany 

cancelled sports events and 
Britain warned of "tropical 
nights" as Europe sweltered 
through a heatwave threaten-
ing to break June temperature  
records.

Less than a month after a 
May heatwave that set records 
in several European countries, 
the continent  is facing a new 
bout of extreme weather, with 
temperatures set to rise even 
further in the coming days.

Scientists have shown that 
recurring heatwaves are a clear 
marker of global warming, pri-
marily caused by burning coal, 
oil and gas -- and warn they 
are set to become more fre-
quent, longer and more intense.

Here is a roundup of the im-
pacts as the latest heatwave 
starts in Europe.

France
France went ahead with its 

annual street music festival, 
the beloved Fete de la Musique, 
despite the boiling heat.

But to minimise health risks 
and prevent potential public 
disturbances, the government 
announced a ban on alcohol 
consumption in public places 
during the festivities in depart-
ments under red alert.

And the Louvre museum in 
Paris scrapped a free concert 
under its famous glass pyramid.

Authorities placed a record 
35 departments -- roughly a 
third of the country -- on red 
alert. That number will rise 
Monday to 49 of France's 96 
mainland departments, or half 
the country, according to the 
national weather service.

In Paris, people swarmed the 
Canal Saint-Martin, where au-
thorities authorised swimming 
so residents could cool off.

Germany
Organisers suspended the 

final of the Berlin Open tennis 
tournament and cleared every-
one out of the event location 

because of "severe weather 
conditions".

The mercury in the German 
capital topped 30C across the 
weekend, with storms sweep-
ing across much of the region 
on Sunday.

Spain
In Spain, the public screen-

ing  in Madrid of the nation-
al football team's World Cup 
match against Saudi Arabia was 
cancelled because of extreme 
heat forecast for the capital, 
officials said.

Spain declared its first offi-
cial heatwave of the year from 
Sunday through Wednesday, 
with temperatures forecast to 
reach 44C in some areas.

In Spain and neighbouring 
Portugal, people swarmed 
beaches in giant crowds, braved 
the streets clutching hand-held 
fans or used umbrellas to shield 
themselves from the sun as the 
weekend turned scorchingly 
hot.

Switzerland
The Swiss weather service 

warned of a "strong heatwave" 

bringing temperatures of up to 
37C, with alerts in lower-alti-
tude regions, and said it was 
unclear when it would end.

Balkans
Orange weather alerts for 

high temperatures were pre-
dicted for parts of Croatia and 
Serbia in the coming days, with 
temperatures reaching 35C.

Croatian authorities issued 
health recommendations for 
coping with extreme heat, 
while North Macedonia, Bosnia 
and Montenegro also braced 
for extreme temperatures.

Britain
Britain's weather service is-

sued amber warnings for ex-
treme heat from Monday to 
Thursday, with temperatures 
expected to reach 38C in Eng-
land and Wales in the coming 
days.

"Overnight temperatures will 
also be very high, with wide-
spread Tropical Nights, where 
the temperature does not drop 
below 20C, across southern 
parts of England," the Met Of-
fice said.

A sparrow cools off in a fountain in Ronda, southern Spain during the first 
heatwave of the summer,

A woman cools off in a fountain in Ronda, southern Spain, during the first 
heatwave of the summer

Iran warns US to 'be careful' after Trump threat

Bolivia removes roadblocks after emergency decree
La Paz, Bolivia

Bolivian police driving 
bulldozers cleared high-

ways Sunday and fuel trucks 
rolled into La Paz after the 
president declared a state 

of emergency to remove an-
ti-government roadblocks that 
had paralyzed the Andean  
nation.

For more than six weeks, 
unions, Indigenous groups and 
coca farmers have marched 

through cities and blocked 
roads across the country with 
rubble, logs and debris in pro-
test against the conservative 
government as people endure 
Bolivia’s worst economic crisis 
in 40 years.


