
A FRIEND IS SOMEONE WHO GIVES 
YOU TOTAL FREEDOM TO BE 
YOURSELF
JIM MORRISON

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22, 2022

1633 1772 1865TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY Galileo Galilei forced to recant his Copernican 
views that the Earth orbits the Sun by the Pope 
(Vatican only admits it was wrong on Oct 31, 1992!)

Somerset v Stewart court case finds slavery un-
supported by English common law, encouraging 

the abolitionist movement

The CSS Shenandoah fires the last shot of the 
American Civil War in the Bering Strait to indicate 
surrender
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AI gets better every 
day

@elonmusk

To recover from the 
pandemic, trans-

form and cope with the 
food and energy crisis, 
the world needs a pos-
itive investment im-
pulse. This is where the 
€300 billion strategy 
#GlobalGateway comes 
into play.

@vonderleyen

Southern India is home 
to several Mutts which 

have preserved and cele-
brated our cultural her-
itage.

@narendramodi

Mo r e  t h a n  9 0 % 
of people in the 

northwest of Syria need 
life-saving aid. Today I 
urged the Security Coun-
cil to maintain consensus 
on allowing cross-bor-
der humanitarian opera-
tions for an additional 12 
months. We cannot give 
up on the people of Syria.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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545,202,217
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New deaths 
+369,245

+495

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

787,212 +1,143 9,191 +2 768,087 9,934

UAE 930,475 +1,556 2,309 911,226 16,940

Kuwait 639,290 2,555 632,789 3,946

Oman 389,758 4,260 384,669 829

Qatar 376,811 +662 678 372,134 3,999

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 88,054,080 1,038,385

2 India 43,320,845 524,890

3 Brazil 31,756,118 669,217

4 France 30,181,415 149,106

5 Germany 27,334,463 140,357

6 UK 22,508,928 179,601

7 Russia 18,403,427 380,577

8 S. Korea 18,289,373 24,463

9 Italy 17,959,329 167,842

10 Turkey 15,085,742 98,996

11 Spain 12,563,399 107,482

12 Vietnam 10,738,909 43,083

13 Argentina 9,341,492 129,016

14 Japan 9,159,940 31,045
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Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u A hotel and casino resort in the 
world’s biggest gambling hub of Macau was 
locked down by authorities with 700 people 
inside yesterday due to a coronavirus infection 
outbreak on the property, local broadcaster TDM reported. The lockdown comes 
as the Chinese special administrative region carries out a two-day mass testing of 
its more than 600,000 population after dozens of locally transmitted coronavirus 
cases were discovered over the weekend. Footage obtained by the broadcaster 
and industry publications showed police officers in protective gear sealing the 
complex to prevent people from entering or leaving. Government officials were 
also preparing COVID-19 tests for the hundreds of people inside.

u A small Chinese study detailed in The Lancet Infectious Diseases journal 
showed neutralising antibodies against some Omicron sub-variants were largely 

undetectable after two doses of a Sinopharm 
COVID-19 vaccine, with a booster shot only partly 
restoring them. The vaccine, BBIBP-CorV, is one of 
the two Sinopharm COVID shots approved for use 
in China, and is also the main shot that the state-
owned firm has exported. Among 25 individuals 
who received two doses of BBIBP-CorV vaccine, 
the neutralising activity against sub-variants such 

as BA.2.12.1 and BA.4/BA.5 “was not or only minimally detectable”, researchers 
said in correspondence published on Monday.

u The Kremlin said yesterday it did not know the location of two Americans 
captured while fighting in eastern Ukraine, but that 
they were mercenaries and could be sentenced to 
death in Russian-backed breakaway territories. 
Americans Alexander Drueke, 39, and Andy Huynh, 27, 
went missing this month while fighting near Kharkiv. 
Russian state media later showed video interviews 
with the pair, saying they had been captured by 
Russian-backed forces. Citing an unidentified source, the Interfax news agency 
reported that the men were in the separatist self-proclaimed Donetsk People’s 
Republic (DPR) in eastern Ukraine.

u Tens of thousands of workers walked 
out on the first day of Britain’s biggest rail strike in 
30 years on Tuesday with passengers facing further 
chaos as both the unions and government vowed to 
stick to their guns in a row over pay. Some of the 
more than 40,000 rail staff who are due to strike 

on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday gathered at picket lines from dawn, causing 
major disruption across the network and leaving major stations deserted. The 
London Underground metro was also mostly closed due to a separate strike.

u Taiwan scrambled jets yesterday to warn away 29 Chinese aircraft 
in its air defence zone, including bombers that flew to the south of the island 
and into the Pacific, in the latest uptick in tensions and largest incursion since 
late May. Taiwan, which China claims as its own 
territory, has complained for the past two years or 
so of repeated missions by the Chinese air force near 
the democratically governed island, often in the 
southwestern part of its air defence identification 
zone, or ADIZ, close to the Taiwan-controlled Pratas 
Islands. The latest Chinese mission included 17 fighters 
and six H-6 bombers, as well as electronic warfare, early warning, antisubmarine 
and an aerial refuelling aircraft, Taiwan’s defence ministry said.
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The couple had a baby boy named 
him Nevada Alexander, however, 

10 weeks after being born their son 
stopped breathing, and was put on 

the life support, but the doctors 
could do nothing and Nevada died 

in his parent’s arms. Elon had a 
hard time dealing with the loss, 

and started spending even more 
time at work. 
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Russian journalist’s Nobel Peace Prize 
fetches record $103.5 million at auction
• Muratov, who 
pledged to donate about 
$500,000 of that prize 
money to charities 

Reuters

Dmitry Muratov, the co-win-
ner of the 2021 Nobel Peace 

Prize and the editor of one of 
Russia’s last major independent 
newspapers, auctioned off his 
Nobel medal for a record $103.5 
million to aid children displaced 
by the war in Ukraine.

All proceeds from the auction, 
which coincided with the World 
Refugee Day on Monday, will 
benefit UNICEF’s humanitarian 

response for Ukraine’s displaced 
children, Heritage Auctions, 
which conducted the sale in New 

York, said in a statement.
Muratov ’s Novaya Gazeta 

newspaper, fiercely critical of 

President Vladimir Putin and 
his government, suspended op-
erations in Russia in March after 
warnings from the state over its 
coverage of the war in Ukraine.  

According to US media reports, 
the auction of Muratov’s prize 
shattered the record for any No-
bel medal that has been auctioned 
off, with reports saying that the 
previous highest sale fetched just 
under $5 m.

“This award is unlike any other 
auction offering to present,” Her-
itage Auctions said in a statement 
before the sale.

“Mr. Muratov, with the full sup-
port of his staff at Novaya Gazeta, 
is allowing us to auction his medal 
not as a collectible but as an event 
that he hopes will positively im-
pact the lives of m of Ukrainian 

refugees.”
Muratov, who co-founded No-

vaya Gazeta in 1991, won the 2021 
the Nobel Peace Prize with Maria 
Ressa of the Philippines for what 
the Nobel Prize committee said 
were “their efforts to safeguard 
freedom of expression, which is 
a precondition for democracy and 
lasting peace”.

Muratov, who pledged to do-
nate about $500,000 of that prize 
money to charities, dedicated his 
Nobel to the six Novaya Gazeta 
journalists who have been mur-
dered since 2000.

That list included the journalist 
Anna Politkovskaya, a critic of 
Russia’s war in Chechnya, who 
was killed in 2006 in the elevator 
of her Moscow apartment build-
ing.

Dmitry Muratov poses with his 2021 Nobel Peace Prize medal

Elon Musk’s child seeks name 
change to sever ties with father
Reuters

Elon Musk’s daughter has 
filed a request to change 

her name in accordance with 
her new gender identity and 
because “I no longer live with 
or wish to be related to my bio-
logical father in any way, shape 
or form.”

The petition for both a name 
change and a new birth cer-
tificate reflecting her new 
gender identity was filed with 
the Los Angeles County Su-
perior Court in Santa Monica 
in April. It came to light re-
cently in some online media  
reports.

The former Xavier Alexander 
Musk, who recently turned 18, 
the age of consent in California, 
has asked the court to change her 
gender recognition from male to 
female and to register her new 
name, according to court docu-
ments available online through  
PlainSite.org.

Her new name was redacted 
in the online document. Her 

mother is Justine Wilson, who 
divorced Musk in 2008.

There was no further ex-
planation of the rift between 
Musk’s daughter and her father, 
the Tesla (TSLA.O) and SpaceX 
chief who is attempting a $44 
billion takeover of social media 
platform Twitter (TWTR.N).

Neither a lawyer who repre-
sents Musk nor the Tesla media 
office immediately responded 
to Reuters emails requesting 
comment on Monday.

In May, about a month after 

the name and gender change 
document was filed, Musk de-
clared his support for the Re-
publican Party, whose elected 
representatives support a raft 
of legislation that would lim-
it transgender rights in states 
across the country.

Musk has weighed in on the 
issue of transgender people 
choosing their preferred pro-
nouns, tweeting in 2020, “I ab-
solutely support trans, but all 
these pronouns are an esthetic 
nightmare.”

Elon Musk

The couple still wanted to 
have children, and Justine went 

to a fertility clinic six weeks after 
Nevada passed away. She decided 
to try in vitro fertilisation, and in 
2004 Justine gave birth to twins, 
Griffin and Xavier, and in 2006 to 
triplets, Damian, Saxon and Kai – 

all five are boys.

Russia warns Lithuania of 
‘consequences’ over blockade
• Russia fumes over 
ban on transit of goods 
to Kaliningrad

• Putin ally warns 
Lithuania of retaliatory 
measures

• Russian-backed 
separatists claim advance 
in Ukraine’s east

• US Attorney General, 
in Ukraine, vows action 
on war crimes

Reuters | Kyiv

Russia threatened yesterday 
to punish Lithuania with 
measures that would have 

a “serious negative impact” for 
blocking some shipments by rail 
to Moscow’s Baltic Sea enclave 
of Kaliningrad, the latest dispute 
over sanctions imposed over war 
in Ukraine.

Within Ukraine, Russian forc-
es and their separatist proxies 
made further advances in the east, 

pushing towards Lysychansk, 
now Kyiv’s main bastion in the 
area of heaviest fighting in the 
eastern Donbas region that Mos-
cow claims for the separatists.

Ukraine, its forces and weap-
onry dwarfed by Russia’s, has 
begged the West to send more 
and better artillery. Defence Min-
ister Oleksiy Reznikov announced 
yesterday the arrival of powerful 
German self-propelled howitzers.  

Blaming Western sanctions, 
Russia has begun pumping re-
duced volumes of gas to Europe 
via Ukraine. German Economy 
Minister Robert Habeck said the 
diminished flows amounted to an 
economic attack on Germany that 
“cannot be allowed to succeed”.

Diplomatic attention has 
turned towards Russia’s Kalinin-
grad enclave, a Baltic Sea port and 
surrounding countryside where 

nearly a million Russians live, 
connected to the rest of Russia 
by a rail link through EU- and 
NATO-member Lithuania.

Lithuania has shut the route 
for transport of steel and other 
ferrous metals, which it says it is 
required to do under EU sanctions 
that took effect on Saturday. Rus-
sian officials say other basic goods 
have been blocked too.

‘HOSTILE’
Nikolai Patrushev, secretary of 

Russia’s Security Council, visited 
the enclave yesterday to chair a 
security meeting there. He said 
Lithuania’s actions showed that 
Russia could not trust the West, 
which he said had broken written 
agreements over Kaliningrad.

“Russia will certainly respond 
to such hostile actions,” Patru-
shev was quoted as saying by state 

news agency RIA. “Appropriate 
measures” were being worked 
out, and “their consequences will 
have a serious negative impact on 
the population of Lithuania”, he 
said without elaborating.

Lithuanian Prime Minister In-
grida Simonyte said it was “iron-
ic” to hear Russia complain about 
alleged violations of internation-

al law, given that it had violated 
“possibly every single interna-
tional treaty”.

Moscow summoned EU envoy 
Markus Ederer to the Russian 
Foreign Ministry on Tuesday. EU 
spokesperson Peter Stano said 
Ederer asked the Russians at the 
meeting “to refrain from escala-
tory steps and rhetoric”.

The standoff creates a new 
source of confrontation on the 
Baltic, a region already set for a 
security overhaul that would hem 
in Russia’s sea power as Sweden 
and Finland apply to join NATO 
and put nearly the entire coast in 
alliance territory.

The EU sought to deflect re-
sponsibility from Lithuania, say-
ing the policy was collective ac-
tion by the bloc.

In a symbolic but morale-boost-
ing decision, Ukraine is set to be-
come an official candidate for 
European Union membership on 
Thursday, diplomats said.

US Attorney General Mer-
rick Garland became the latest 
international dignitary to visit 
Ukraine, affirming on Tuesday 
Washington’s commitment to 
identify, arrest and prosecute 
those involved in war crimes dur-
ing Russia’s invasion.

A view shows railway tracks at a commercial port in the Baltic Sea town of Baltiysk 
in the Kaliningrad region, Russia

A view shows a crater in the courtyard of a residential building located in Vannikova 
street following recent shelling in the course of Ukraine-Russia conflict in Donetsk, 
Ukraine

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
attends a meeting with local authorities 
during a visit to the southern city of 
Mykolaiv

Egypt, Saudi in deals worth $7.7 bn on crown prince's visit
Reuters | Cairo

Egypt and Saudi Arabia sig-
nalled their intention to 

strengthen economic ties yes-
terday during a visit to Cairo 
by Saudi de facto ruler Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, 
announcing deals worth $7.7 
billion.

Saudi Arabia has already 
provided bns in support since 
Egypt's President Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi came to power in 2014, 
and Cairo is struggling with the 
economic knock-on effects of 
the Ukraine war.

The stop in Egypt was the 
start of the first tour outside 
the Gulf region in over three 
years by the prince.. He left on 
Tuesday evening for Jordan, and 
will later visit Turkey.

The prince and Sisi discussed 
trade, investment and security, 
as well as a regional summit in 
Saudi Arabia next month that 
will be attended by US President 

Joe Biden, a statement from 
Egypt's presidency said.

The 14 deals signed yesterday 
ranged from renewable energy 
to petroleum, food and fintech. 
They included a $1.5 bn agree-
ment between Saudi Arabia's 

Acwapower (2082.SE) and the 
Egyptian Electricity Holding 
Company to build a wind power 
plant, according to an Egyptian 
cabinet statement.

Among the other agreements 
was the development of the mul-

ti-purpose terminal at Egypt's 
Damietta port, Egypt's General 
Authority for Investment and 
Free Zones said in a statement, 
and the establishment of a 
$150 million "pharmaceutical 
city" by Egypt's Pharco Phar-
maceuticals in Saudi Arabia, 
the company's chairman told  
Alsharq TV.

A joint statement said Saudi 
Arabia was resolved to lead in-
vestments in Egypt worth $30 
bn, though it was unclear what 
the figure referred to.

In March, Saudi Arabia de-
posited $5 bn in Egypt's central 
bank. The Egyptian government 
had said previously that cooper-
ation with the Saudi sovereign 
wealth fund would result in $10 
bn in investments. 

The Saudi-based Islamic 
Trade Finance Corporation 
(ITFC) has started disbursing 
$3 bn in new financing to help 
Egypt import commodities, its 
CEO said last week. 

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman is received by Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi upon his arrival in Cairo, Egypt

Hamas to restore Syria ties 
after 10 years of dispute, 
sources say
Reuters | Gaza

Hamas has decided to restore ties with 
Syria, 10 years after its leadership 

shunned Damascus over opposition to Pres-
ident Bashar al-Assad's crackdown on a 
revolt against his rule, two sources within 
the group told Reuters.

One official who asked not to be named 
said the two sides have held several 
"high-profile meetings to achieve that goal."

A Syrian official did not immediately 
respond to a Reuters request for comment.

Hamas leaders had publicly endorsed the 
revolt aimed at overthrowing Assad's dynas-
tic rule, and left their Damascus headquar-
ters. That angered their common ally, Iran.

Hamas's ties with Iran were later restored 
and officials of the Palestinian Islamist 
faction praised the Islamic Republic for 
help with building their Gaza arsenal of 
long-range rockets, which they used in 
fighting Israel.

Outgoing Israeli government partners 
vow to block Netanyahu comeback
Reuters | Jerusalem

Ministers in Israel's 
outgoing government 

vowed yesterday to prevent 
a comeback by ex-premier 
Benjamin Netanyahu, their 
fellow right winger, as the 
country braced for a fifth 
election in less than four 
years with polling predict-
ing no clear winner.

Sapped by infighting that ended his razor-thin 
parliamentary majority, Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett on Monday announced he would move 
to dissolve the Knesset, with Foreign Minister 
Yair Lapid assuming top office in a caretaker 
capacity. 

A preliminary vote on that motion is set for to-
day  with final legislation continuing next week.

The prospect of an election as early as October 
- delighted Netanyahu, Israel’s longest-serving 
leader who was toppled a year ago after Bennett 
mustered a rare coalition of hard-right, liberal 
and Arab politicians.

Former Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu

Lebanon, Syria, 
Egypt sign gas 
import agreement
Reuters | Beirut

Lebanon, Syria and Egypt 
yesterday agreed to ship 

650 million cubic metres 
of natural gas per year 
from Egypt to Lebanon via  
Syria.

The deal, signed at a cere-
mony at the Lebanese ener-
gy ministry in Beirut, would 
see gas piped to Lebanon's 
northern Deir Ammar pow-
er plant, where it could add 
some 450 megawatts, or 
around four extra hours of 
power per day to the grid. 
Deir Ammar is one of sev-
eral plants in Lebanon that 
can run on both gas and die-
sel, but use the latter as the 
gas pipeline has yet to come 
online.


