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The Macedonian army of Alexan-
der the Great defeats Darius III of 
Persia in the Battle of the Granicus

1st atlas ‘Theatrum Orbis Ter-
rarum’ (Theatre of the World), 
published by Abraham Ortelius 
in Antwerp with 70 maps

1st wagon train with 700 
- 1000 migrants, departs 
Independence, Missouri for 
Oregon

Adolf Hitler and Benito Mus-
solini sign “Pact of Steel” in 
Berlin, Germany
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With reverence for 
the heroes who 

gave everything for their 
country. Their legacy 
lives on in the democrat-
ic and free Republic of 
Korea they helped cre-
ate. May their bravery 
never be forgotten.

@POTUS

When war is waged, 
people go hun-

gry. 60% of the world’s 
undernourished people 
live in areas affected by 
conflict. Connections be-
tween conflict and hun-
ger mean that generosity 
is not only an act of altru-
ism.  Feeding the hungry 
is an investment in global 
peace and security.

@antonioguterres

Congratulations @Al-
boMP on your elec-

tion as Prime Minister of 
Australia. I look forward 
to working with you as 
we reap the rewards of 
our comprehensive Free 
Trade Agreement, the 
AUKUS partnership and 
the unmatched closeness 
between the British and 
Australian people.

@BorisJohnson

Co n g r a t u l a t i o n s  
@AlboMP for the 

victory of the Australi-
an Labor Party, and your 
election as the Prime 
Minister! I look forward 
to working towards fur-
ther strengthening our 
Comprehensive Strate-
gic Partnership, and for 
shared priorities in the 
Indo-Pacific region.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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N.Korea reports over 200,000 fever 
cases for 5th day amid COVID wave
Reuters | Seoul

North Korea yesterday re-
ported more than 200,000 

new patients suffering from 
fever for a fifth consecutive day, 
as it fought its first confirmed 
coronavirus outbreak.

The ongoing COVID wave, 
declared last week, has fuelled 
concerns over a lack of vac-
cines, inadequate medical infra-
structure and a potential food 
crisis in the country of 25 mil-

lion, which has refused outside 
help and kept its borders shut.  

At least 219,030 people new-
ly showed fever symptoms as 
of Friday evening, taking the 
total number of such cases to 
2,460,640, the official KCNA 
news agency reported, citing 
data from the state emergency 
epidemic prevention headquar-
ters. The death toll rose by one 
to 66.

KCNA did not say how many 
people had tested positive for 
the virus.

In a separate report, KCNA 
said North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un had held a meeting 
of the ruling Workers’ Party’s 

powerful politburo early yes-
terday to check the COVID situ-
ation and responses made over 
the nine days since the outbreak 
emerged.

Kim praised “positive pro-
gress” in the anti-virus cam-
paign but called for consistently 
adjusting and optimising policy 
to “seize the chance of winning 
the battle against the epidemic.”

KCNA did not elaborate on 
where Kim saw progress, but 
state media has lauded “good 
results” in the country’s COVID 
fight, citing sustained farming 
and production in key indus-
trial sectors and construction 
projects.  

Australia ousts conservatives, 
Albanese to be prime minister
Anthony Albanese claims victory for Labor as Scott Morrison stands down as Liberal leader

• Climate key issue as 
conservatives punished 
in urban seats

Reuters | Sydney

Australia’s Labor Party was 
set to end almost a dec-

ade of conservative rule as the 
government was swept away in 
yesterday’s election by a wave 
of support for candidates who 
campaigned for more action on 
climate change and may hold the 
balance of power.

Partial results showed that 
while Labour had made small 
gains, Prime Minister Scott Mor-
rison’s Liberal-National coalition 
had been punished by voters in 
Western Australia and affluent 
urban seats in particular.

The Greens and a group of so-
called “teal independents”, who 
campaigned on policies of gen-
der equality and tackling climate 
change, put on a strong showing, 
tapping voter anger over inaction 
on the environment after some of 
the worst floods and fires to hit 
Australia.  

“Tonight, I have spoken to the 
leader of the opposition and the 
incoming prime minister, Antho-
ny Albanese. And I’ve congratu-
lated him on his election victory 
this evening,” said Morrison.

Albanese, speaking as he head-

ed to his party celebrations, said 
he wanted to unite the country 
and “end the climate wars”.

“I think people want to come 
together, look for our common in-
terest, look towards that sense of 
common purpose. I think people 
have had enough of division, what 
they want is to come together as a 
nation and I intend to lead that.”

Albanese said he aimed to be 
sworn in swiftly so he could at-
tend a meeting of the Quad secu-
rity grouping in Tokyo on Tues-
day. He promised constitutional 
recognition and parliamentary 
representation for Indigenous 
Aboriginals, as well as the estab-
lishment of an anti-corruption 
commission.

Minority government possible
In results so far, Labour had yet 

to reach the 76 of the 151 lower 
house seats required to form a 
government alone. Final results 
could take time as counting of a 
record number of postal votes is 
completed.

With 60% of the vote counted, 
Labour had 72 seats and Mor-
rison’s coalition 55. Independ-
ents and the Greens held 11, the 
Australian Broadcasting Corp 
projected. A further 13 seats re-
mained in doubt.

The centre-left Labour had 
held a decent lead in opinion polls 
before the election, although sur-
veys showed the Liberal-National 
government narrowing the gap 
in the final stretch of a six-week 

campaign.
In one of the biggest hits to 

the government, Treasurer Josh 
Frydenberg said it would be “diffi-
cult” for him to hold the long-held 
Liberal seat of Kooyong in Mel-
bourne against an independent 
newcomer. 

Three volunteers working for 
teal independent Monique Ryan, 
who was challenging Frydenberg, 
said they joined Ryan’s campaign 
because they were concerned 
about the climate for the sake of 
their children and grandchildren.

“For me, it’s like this election 
actually feels hopeful,” Charlotte 
Forwood, with three adult chil-
dren, said.

With Morrison stepping down 
as party leader and Frydenberg 
likely to lose his seat, Defence 
Minister Peter Dutton - a former 
policeman from Queensland - was 
shaping up as favourite to lead the 
Liberals.
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Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

762,575 +411 9,128 +1 746,999 6,448

UAE 904,466 +373 2,302 888,228 13,936

Kuwait 632,474 2,555 629,392 527

Oman 389,473 4,260 384,669 544

Qatar 366,952 +101 677 365,254 1,021

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 84,935,262 1,028,741

2 India 43,134,332 524,348

3 Brazil 30,762,413 665,595

4 France 29,315,478 147,780

5 Germany 26,081,894 138,709

6 UK 22,238,715 177,977

7 Russia 18,288,740 378,270

8 S. Korea 17,938,399 23,911

9 Italy 17,229,263 165,918

10 Turkey 15,061,376 98,921

11 Spain 12,238,073 105,947

12 Vietnam 10,707,568 43,075

13 Argentina 9,135,308 128,776

14 Japan 8,552,464 30,255
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News in brief 
 u Rivers in 
Bangladesh have 
burst their banks 

and caused the worst floods in the country’s 
northeast for nearly two decades, with about 
two million people marooned by rising waters, 
officials said yesterday. Floodwater rushing 
from India’s northeast breached a major 
embankment on the Barak River, inundating 
at least 100 villages at Zakiganj in Bangladesh, 

said Mosharraf Hossain, the chief government administrator of the Sylhet region. 
“Some two million people have been stranded by floods so far,” he said, adding 
that at least 10 people have been killed this week.

 u Armed men kidnapped an Italian 
couple and their son in southern Mali 
overnight, their church said, as violence 
spreads in a country ravaged by an Islamist insurgency. A spokesman for the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses church in neighbouring Senegal said the couple is in their 70s 
and their son is about 50. They were living in Mali for personal reasons and are 
not missionaries, he said. It was not immediately clear who took them, he said. 
Media outlets reported that a Togolese national was kidnapped along with the 
Italians, but the spokesman said he could not confirm that.

 u Rescuers yesterday 
found the bodies of 
nine more workers in a 

collapsed tunnel in Kashmir, taking 
the death toll to 10. The tunnel is 
part of a mountainous highway tunnel 
system that was under construction in 
the Himalayan region when it collapsed 
Thursday night. The body of one worker 
was recovered Friday. Aamir Ali, an 
official at the government’s disaster 

management department, said yesterday that the bodies of all missing workers 
were recovered. Emergency crews used heavy machinery to clear the wreckage at 
the site of the collapse in southern Ramban district.

 u A New York court on 
Friday sentenced two sons of 
former Panamanian president 
Ricardo Martinelli to three years in 
prison on charges of corruption linked 
to the Brazilian construction giant 
Odebrecht. The sentence against Luis 
Enrique and Ricardo Martinelli, which also 
includes a fine of $250,000, is well below the 
nine to 11 years prosecutors had asked for. 
They were accused of having received $28 million in bribes from the disgraced 
construction group, of which $19 million had passed through US accounts.

 u An Israeli 
“aggression” launched 
from the Golan Heights 

and targeting southern parts of the Syrian capital Damascus killed three 
people and caused some material damage, the Syrian ministry of defence 
said. Earlier on Friday, state TV reported that Syrian air defences shot down a 
number of missiles in the Damascus countryside.

Two million stranded as worst floods 
in decades hit Bangladesh’s northeast

9 more bodies found in Kashmir 
tunnel collapse, toll at 10

3 Italians kidnapped 
in southern Mali

Three killed in Israeli ‘aggression’ 
targeting southern Damascus

US jails sons of Panama ex-
president for three years

Anthony Albanese, leader of Australia’s Labor Party is accompanied by his partner 
Jodie Haydon and son Nathan Albanese to address his supporters after incumbent 
Prime Minister and Liberal Party leader Scott Morrison conceded defeat in the 
country’s general election

Trump pays $110,000 fine for 
blocking New York state tax probe
AFP | Washington

Former US President Donald 
Trump has paid a $110,000 

fine for obstructing a major tax 
evasion investigation led since 
2019 by New York state authori-
ties, a spokesperson announced 
Friday.

Trump was ordered April 25 by 
New York state’s Supreme Court 
to pay $10,000 a day for as long as 
he refused to provide accounting 
and tax documents as part of a 
civil investigation by the Attorney 
General of the state, Letitia James, 
against the Trump Organization 
family business.

“On May 19, Donald Trump 
paid the attorney general’s of-
fice $110,000,” a spokesperson for 
James’s office said.

James and the Republican 
billionaire have been engaged 
in a fierce procedural battle for 
months.

On February 17, James was able 
to get a New York judge to order 
Trump and his children Donald 
Trump Jr. and Ivanka Trump to 
testify under oath in the context 
of this investigation, in which she 
suspects fraudulent tax practices.

The Trumps -- who accuse 
James of a “political witch hunt” 
-- have appealed the ruling.

But New York state had also 

demanded accounting and tax 
documents from the Trump Or-
ganization before March 31.

Faced with Donald Trump’s re-
fusal, James demanded obtained 
a ruling on April 25 that he be 
charged with obstruction.

On May 6, however, the New 
York judge suspended the count-
ing of days for which he should 
be fined and decided that Donald 
Trump would have until Friday 
May 20 to pay for the period from 
April 25 to May 6, or 110,000 for 
11 days -- which is what he did on 
Thursday.

According to James’ spokes-
person, the Trump camp also 
had until Friday to submit sworn 
statements relating to the Trump 

Organization’s request for ac-
counting and tax records.

These documents were in-
deed collected and produced by 
a third-party firm on Thursday, 
according to the same source.

The judge must now decide 
whether the Trump camp have 
met all the demands.

James suspects the Trump Or-
ganization fraudulently overstat-
ed the value of real estate proper-
ties when applying for bank loans, 
while understating them with the 
tax authorities in order to pay less 
in taxes.

Former President Donald Trump

Boeing’s Starliner capsule docks with 
space station in uncrewed flight test
Reuters | Washington

Boeing’s new Starliner crew 
capsule docked for the first 

time with the International 
Space Station (ISS) on Friday, 
completing a major objective in 
a high stakes do-over test flight 
into orbit without astronauts 
aboard.

The rendezvous of the gum-
drop-shaped CST-100 Starlin-
er with the orbital research 
outpost, currently home to a 
seven-member crew, occurred 
nearly 26 hours after the cap-
sule was launched from Cape 
Canaveral U.S. Space Force 
Base in Florida.

Starliner lifted off on Thurs-
day atop an Atlas V rocket fur-
nished by the Boeing-Lockheed 
Martin joint venture United 
Launch Alliance (ULA) and 
reached its intended prelimi-
nary orbit 31 minutes later de-
spite the failure of two onboard 
thrusters.

Boeing said the two defective 
thrusters posed no risk to the 
rest of the spaceflight, which 
comes after more than two 
years of delays and costly engi-
neering setbacks in a program 
designed to give NASA another 
vehicle for sending its astro-
nauts to and from orbit.

Docking with ISS took place 

at 8:28 p.m. EDT (0028 GMT 
yesterday) as the two vehicles 
flew 271 miles (436 km) over 
the south Indian Ocean off the 
coast of Australia, according to 
commentators on a live NASA 
webcast of the linkup.

Boeing’s CST-100 Starliner capsule launches aboard a United Launch Alliance 
Atlas 5 rocket

People watch a TV broadcasting a news report on the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) outbreak in North Korea, at a railway station in Seoul

With 60% of the vote 
counted, Labor had 72 
seats and Morrison’s 

coalition 55. Independ-
ents and the Greens 

held 11, the Australian 
Broadcasting Corp 

projected. A further 
13 seats remained in 

doubt

KNOW WHAT

Turkey’s Erdogan puts conditions on 
support for Nordic nations’ NATO bids 
AFP | Istanbul

President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan yesterday said Turkey 

would not look “positively” on 
Sweden and Finland’s NATO bids 
unless its terror-related con-
cerns were addressed, despite 
broad support from other allies 
including the United States.

Turkey has long accused Nor-
dic countries, in particular Swe-
den which has a strong Turk-
ish immigrant community, of 
harbouring extremist Kurdish 
groups as well as supporters of 
Fethullah Gulen, the US-based 
preacher wanted over the failed 
2016 coup.

Erdogan’s threat throws a ma-
jor potential obstacle in the way 
of the likely membership bids 
from the hitherto militarily non-
aligned Nordic nations since a 
consensus is required in NATO 
decisions.

“Unless Sweden and Finland 
clearly show that they will stand 
in solidarity with Turkey on fun-
damental issues, especially in 
the fight against terrorism, we 
will not approach these coun-
tries’ NATO membership posi-
tively,” Erdogan told NATO chief 
Jens Stoltenberg in a phone call, 
according to the presidency.

On Twitter, Stoltenberg said 
he spoke with Erdogan “of our 
valued ally” on the importance 
of “NATO’s Open Door”.

“We agree that the security 
concerns of all Allies must be 
taken into account and talks 
need to continue to find a solu-
tion,” he said.

On Thursday, Stoltenberg said 
Turkey’s “concerns” were being 
addressed to find “an agreement 
on how to move forward”.

Erdogan, who refused to 

host delegations from Sweden 
and Finland in Turkey, held 
separate phone calls with the 
two countries’ leaders yester-
day, urging them to abandon 
financial and political support 
for “terrorist” groups threat-
ening his country’s national  
security.

He told Swedish Prime Min-
ister Magdalena Andersson that 
“Sweden’s political, financial 
and arms support to terrorist 
organisations must end”, the 
presidency said.

Turkey expects Sweden to 
“take concrete and serious 
steps” that show it shares An-

kara’s concerns over the out-
lawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK) and its Iraqi and Syri-
an offshoots, Erdogan told the 
Swedish premier, according to 
the presidency.

The PKK has waged an insur-
gency against the Turkish state 
since 1984 and is blacklisted 
as a “terrorist organisation” by 
Turkey and Western allies like 
the European Union -- which 
includes Finland and Sweden.

‘Incompatible’ 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 

in February has shifted political 
opinion in both Nordic coun-
tries in favour of joining the 
Western military alliance.

Membership requires the 
consent of all 30 existing mem-
bers but Turkey is putting a 
spanner in the works.

Sweden and Finland, while 
solidly Western, have histori-
cally kept a distance from NATO 
as part of longstanding policies 
aimed at avoiding angering Rus-
sia.

But the two nations moved 
ahead with their membership 

bid in shock over their giant 
neighbour’s invasion of Ukraine, 
which had unsuccessfully 
sought to join NATO.

Erdogan also told Andersson 
to “lift restrictions imposed on 
Turkey in the defence industry” 
after the army’s Syria operation 
in 2019.

Andersson hailed the talks 
with Erdogan on Twitter and 
said: “We look forward to 
strengthening our bilateral 
relations, including on peace, 
security, and the fight against 
terrorism”.

In another phone call with 
Finnish President Sauli Niinisto, 
Erdogan said turning a blind eye 
to “terror” organisations posing 
a threat to a NATO ally was “in-
compatible with the spirit of 
friendship and alliance”.

Erdogan also said it was Tur-
key’s natural right to expect 
respect and support for its “le-
gitimate and determined strug-
gle against a clear threat to its 
national security and people”, 
according to the the presidency.

In return, Niinisto praised 
“an open and direct phone call” 
with Erdogan, on his official 
Twitter account.

Unless Sweden and 
Finland clearly show 

that they will stand in 
solidarity with Turkey 

on fundamental issues, 
especially in the fight 

against terrorism, 
we will not approach 

these countries’ NATO 
membership positively

RECEP TAYYIP ERDOGAN

Tonight, I have spoken 
to the leader of the 
opposition and the 

incoming prime minister, 
Anthony Albanese. And 

I’ve congratulated him on 
his election victory this 

evening
SCOTT MORRISON

I think people want to 
come together, look for 
our common interest, 

look towards that sense 
of common purpose. I 
think people have had 

enough of division, what 
they want is to come 

together as a nation and I 
intend to lead that

ANTHONY ALBANESE

This is all part of the 
learning process for 

operating Starliner in 
orbit

BOEING MISSION COMMENTATOR STEVE 
SICELOFF

With no national 
vaccination campaign 

and limited testing 
capability, the daily 

data released by state 
media could be under-
reported, and it may 
be difficult to assess 

the scale of the COVID 
wave, experts have 

said

KNOW WHAT

If all goes well with 
the current mission, 
Starliner could fly its 
first team of astro-
nauts to the space 

station as early as the 
fall

KNOW WHAT

While other 
NATO nation appear 
welcoming to have 

Finland and Sweden 
join, Turkey has raised 

objections to their 
accession, principally 
over the presence of 
alleged terrorists in 

their countries and the 
block on arms sales

A Manhattan judge 
declared Trump in 

contempt of court on 
April 25 and fined him 

$10,000 per day for 
not complying with a 
subpoena in James’ 

long-running investiga-
tion into his business 

practices

KNOW WHAT

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan speaks during a news conference in 
Istanbul


