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2004: Creates low-cost carrier Niki, which he sells to 
Air Berlin in 2011

2012: Appointed non-executive chairman of 
Mercedes F1 and is instrumental in bringing in Lewis 
Hamilton to spark a run of five consecutive world 
championships

2018: Has emergency lung transplant in August

2019: Dies peacefully in his sleep on May 20

The life and times of Niki Lauda, who has died at the age of 70:

1949: Andreas Nikolaus Lauda born on February 
22 in Vienna, Austria

1968: Without telling his parents, who disapprove of 
motor racing, Lauda wins his first race in a Mini

1971: Takes out a loan to buy a seat in the new March 
team in Formula Two

1971: Promoted to March Formula One team. Makes 
grand prix debut in Austria on August 15

1973: Takes another loan to buy his 
way into BRM team

1974: Gets a huge break when former 
BRM teammate Clay Regazzoni 
recommends him to Ferrari. Lauda 
finishes second in Argentina on 
Ferrari debut

1974: Enjoys his first grand prix 
victory in Spain on April 28 in his 
fourth race for Ferrari

1975: Emerges as Formula One’s 
star driver as he becomes world 
champion for the first time, winning 
five of 14 grands prix and taking nine 
pole positions

1976: Suffers horrific burns and 
lung damage in a fiery crash at the 
Nuerburgring and is read the last 
rites in hospital. Miraculously misses 
only two races and is pipped to the 
title by James Hunt 

1977: Wins his second world 
championship with Ferrari with 
consistent podium finishes and 
victories in South Africa and the 
Netherlands

1978: Joins the Bernie Ecclestone-
owned Brabham team for a reported 
$1 million salary.

1979: Retires from the sport during 
practice for the Canadian Grand Prix 
in September, saying he “no longer 
wishes to drive round in circles” for 
the struggling Brabham outfit.

1979: Founds Lauda Air, his first 
foray into the aviation industry 

1982: Returns to racing with McLaren 

1984: Becomes world champion for a 
third time by the smallest of margins 
-- half a point over teammate Alain 
Prost

1985: Records the last of 25 grand 
prix wins in the Netherlands and 
retires for good

1991: Lauda Air Boeing 767 crashes in Thailand on 
May 26 killing all 223 people aboard

1993: Returns to Formula One as a consultant for 
Ferrari

2001-02: Appointed team principal for Jaguar

2002: Sells Lauda Air to Austrian Airlines

Vienna, Austria 

Legendary Formula One 
driver Niki Lauda has 
died at the age of 70, his 

family said yesterday, triggering 
an outpouring of praise for a 
man whose track victories and 
comeback from a horrific crash 
enthralled race fans worldwide. 

Lauda died at the University 
Hospital Zurich in Switzerland 
on Monday night surrounded 
by his closest family members, 
a spokesperson told AFP.

His  death comes eight 
months after he underwent a 
lung transplant. The family said 
in a statement that Lauda died 
peacefully.

“His unique achievements as 
an athlete and entrepreneur are 
and will remain unforgettable, 
his tireless zest for action, his 
straightforwardness and his 
courage remain,” it said.

“A role model and a bench-
mark for all of us, he was a lov-
ing and caring husband, father 
and grandfather away from the 
public, and he will be missed.”

Lauda won the Formula One 
drivers’ world championship 
three times, in 1975 and 1977 
for Ferrari and in 1984 with 
McLaren, despite a terrible race 
crash in 1976.

An Austrian news report said 
Lauda -- who has kidney trans-
plants -- was hospitalised for a 
dialysis earlier this month in 

Switzerland.
“Everyone at Ferrari is deeply 

saddened at the news of the 
death of our dear friend Niki 
Lauda,” Ferrari said on its Twit-
ter account.

“Niki will forever be in our 
hearts and enshrined in our 
history. #RIPNiki,” his former 
team McLaren tweeted on their 
account.

Lauda had been non-exec-
utive chairman at Mercedes 
F1 since 2012 and he was in-
strumental in bringing in Brit-
ish driver Lewis Hamilton to 
spark a run of success that 
has brought five consecutive 
world drivers’ and construc-
tors’ championships.

“A legend has left us. Rest in 
peace Niki #nikilauda,” tweet-
ed 2009 world champion and 
former McLaren driver Jenson 
Button as social media explod-
ed with the news of his death.

“Forever carried in our 
hearts, forever immortalised 
in our history. The motorsport 
community today mourns the 
devastating loss of a true leg-
end,” Formula 1 said on Twitter.

‘Very, very special man’
Lauda was born as Andreas 

Nikolaus on February 22, 1949, 
in Vienna into an upper mid-
dle-class family, who did not 
share his passion for cars.

In 1968, without telling his 
parents, Lauda won his first 

race with a Mini Racer he had 
bought with his grandmother’s 
help.

During his driving career, 
Lauda suffered horrific inju-
ries on August 1, 1976 when, 
having already won five races 
that season, his vehicle burst 
into flames on the Nuerbur-
gring in Germany.

He had severe burns to his 
face and hands, and inhaled 
toxic fumes which damaged 
his lungs.

Despite being given the last 
rites in hospital he made an 
almost miraculous recovery to 
race again just six weeks later 
still bandaged and in intense 
pain.

He missed only two races 
that season but was unable to 
hold off the challenge of Brit-
ain’s James Hunt, who went 
on to claim his only world title.

The rivalry between the two 
men -- which demonstrated 
the Austrian’s extraordinary 
courage and fighting spirit -- 
was portrayed in the 2013 film 
“Rush” by American director 
Ron Howard.

The next season, in 1977, Lau-
da went on to win his second 
Formula One world champion-
ship with Ferrari.

Former motorcycling world 
champion Casey Stoner said on 
Twitter: “RIP Niki Lauda, a true 
Icon and Motorsport legend. 
Thoughts are with his family 

and loved ones at this time.”
Former F1 driver Johnny 

Herbert, describing Lauda as 
“courageous, chatty, and ex-
tremely funny”, added on Twit-
ter: “I am going to miss you 
being around the @F1 paddock 
but the legend of Niki Lauda 
will live on, because you were 
a very very special man.”

One of Austria’s greatest 
Austrian Chancellor Sebas-

tian Kurz said Lauda “fought 
himself back into life multiple 
times”.

“With Niki Lauda, Austria 
loses one of its greatest person-
alities... He is a role model for 
courage, discipline and direct-
ness,” he said on Twitter.

Lauda quit Formula One at 
the end of 1979 to pursue his 
second passion, civil aviation.

But he came back to the race 
circuit in 1982, this time with 
McLaren, and won his last 
world championship with them 
in 1984.

“A highly accomplished ath-
lete and entrepreneur, Niki is 
an inspiration to many both on 
and off the racetrack, pushing 
everyone on his team to always 
strive for the best,” Colin Syn, 
deputy chairman of the Sin-
gapore Grand Prix, said in a 
statement.

Off the racetrack, Lauda -- 
recognised by his trademark 
red cap hiding scars from his 

1976 accident -- founded and 
then sold several airlines with 
a majority stake of his latest 
going to Ryanair in 2018.

Tragedy hit in 1991 when a 
Boeing 767 of his Lauda Air 
fleet crashed in Thailand on its 
way from Bangkok to Vienna, 
killing all 223 people aboard.

In August last year, Lauda 
underwent an emergency lung 
transplant in a Vienna hospital 
after contracting 
an infection in 
his lungs, which 
were scarred and 
weakened by the 
effects of inhal-
ing high tem-
perature smoke 
during the 1976 
accident.

Years before he 
had also received 
the kidney trans-
p l a n t s .  W h e n 
one failed, a sec-
ond kidney was 
donated by his 
then-girlfriend 
Birgit Wetzinger, 
a former flight at-
tendant, who he 
married in 2008.

Besides their 
twins, a boy and a 
girl born in 2009, 
Lauda also had 
three other sons 
from previous re-
lationships.

F1 legend Niki Lauda dies at 70

Lauda poses with his trophy in the 
category Lifetime Achievement at the 
Laureus World Sports 2016

Lauda and his wife Birgit attend the 
world premiere of Rush in central 
London

Mercedes non-executive chairman and 
former world champion Niki Lauda 
(L) and F1 supremo Bernie Ecclestone 
share a joke

French Formula One driver Alain Prost 
(L) poses with A Niki Lauda on the 
McLaren car

Niki Lauda is pictured ahead of the 
British Formula One Grand Prix at 
Silverstone 

Picture taken on 1975 at Silverstone showing Austrian Formula One World Champion Niki Lauda
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We call on those 
interested in the 
intelligence and 
security fields, 
motivated by 

challenges and 
prepared to adjust to 
the agency’s specific 

line of work
SLOVENIAN INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY 

AGENCY (SOVA)

After we’re sworn 
in... we will be 

president and vice 
president

WIDODO TOLD REPORTERS IN JAKARTA 
WITH RUNNING MATE MA’RUF AMIN, A 

MUSLIM CLERIC, AT HIS SIDE.

Joko Widodo re-elected president
• Widodo and Amin 
won the country’s top 
jobs with 55.5 percent 
of the vote against 44.5 
percent for Subianto and 
his wealthy financier 
partner Sandiaga Uno

Jakarta, Indonesia

Thousands of soldiers 
fanned out across Jakar-
ta on Tuesday after the 

surprise early announcement 
of official results in Indonesia’s 
election showed Joko Widodo 
re-elected leader of the world’s 
third-biggest democracy.

The election commission had 
been due to give the final tally of 
the divisive poll on Wednesday, 
but the results were revealed 
early Tuesday with little advance 
notice amid fears of unrest.

P re s i d e n t i a l  c h a l l e n g e r 
Prabowo Subianto had warned 
of possible mass uprisings in 
response to his claims of wide-
spread cheating.

Tensions have also spiked high 
since police said last week that 
they arrested dozens of Islam-
ic State-linked terror suspects 
-- including some who planned 
to cause chaos by detonating 
bombs at any post-election pro-
tests.

On Friday, the US embassy in 
Jakarta issued a heightened se-
curity alert for Indonesia, the 
world’s biggest Muslim majority 
nation.

There was a heavy security 
presence in Jakarta on Tuesday, 
including in front of the elec-

tions commission office, which 
was barricaded with razor wire 
and protected by scores of heav-
ily armed troops.

Subianto, a 67-year-old retired 
general, has targeted the com-
mission by accusing it of allow-
ing a string of election violations.

The former military man -- 
who has strong ties to the Su-
harto dictatorship that collapsed 
in 1998 -- has kept up a steady 
string of rhetoric since unofficial 
results for the April 17 poll put 
bitter rival Widodo ahead by a 
wide margin. 

Widodo, who had held off de-
claring victory after last month’s 

polls, confirmed the win Tues-
day.

“After we’re sworn in... we will 
be president and vice president,” 
Widodo told reporters in Jakarta 
with running mate Ma’ruf Amin, 
a Muslim cleric, at his side.

Subianto, meanwhile, rejected 
the results but called for sup-
porters to remain calm and said 
his camp would pursue “legal 
avenues”. 

Earlier Tuesday, Subianto’s 
legal director was quoted by 
Indonesian media as saying a 
formal appeal would be filed at 
the Constitutional Court.

Subianto unsuccessfully chal-

lenged Widodo’s 2014 victory 
over him at the same court.

 ‘Sway public opinion’
Analysts and election offi-

cials have discounted Subianto’s 
claims that the result was af-
fected by voter fraud and wide-
spread cheating.

“The scale of abuses and er-
rors in the conduct of the elec-
tion are clearly very minor over-
all,” Jakarta-based political ana-
lyst Kevin O’Rourke said before 
Tuesday’s official results.

“(Subianto) and his camp are 
harping on minor deficiencies 
and very micro problems, clear-
ly in an attempt to sway public 
opinion and delegitimise Wido-
do.”

It was unclear if huge crowds 
would flood the streets to sup-
port Subianto, but there was lit-
tle sign of Tuesday.

“There will be protests from 
disappointed (Subianto) sup-
porters but I don’t think it’ll be 
significant,” said Syamsuddin 
Haris, a political analyst at the 
Indonesian Sciences Institute.

“Authorities have been antici-
pating this,” he added.

The presidential campaign 
was punctuated by bitter mud-
slinging and a slew of fake news 
online -- much of it directed at 
the presidential contenders.

The soft-spoken Widodo -- 
who pointed to his efforts to 
boost Southeast Asia’s biggest 
economy with a huge infra-
structure push -- stood in stark 
contrast to fiery nationalist Sub-
ianto, a strongman who courted 
Islamic hardliners and promised 
a boost to military and defence 
spending.

Last month, a record 245,000 
candidates ran for public office 
in Indonesia, from the presi-
dency and parliamentary seats 
to local positions -- the first 
time all were held on the same 
day.

Some 85.6 million votes were 
cast in favour of Widodo out 
of about 154 million in total, it 
added.

Widodo scoring thumping 
victories in holiday hotspot 
Bali and heavily populated East 
Java, while Subianto landed big 
wins in conservative Aceh and 
West Java.

Indonesia’s presidential challenger Prabowo Subianto gestures during a press 
conference in Jakarta

Militants kill local MP, at 
least 6 others, in NE India
Guwahati, India

A state legislator in the 
northeastern Indian state 

of Arunachal Pradesh and at 
least six others were killed yes-
terday in an attack by suspect-
ed separatist militants, police 
said.

Lawmaker Tirong Aboh and 
some family members were 
killed when insurgents opened 
fire on their vehicle in the Ti-
rap district of the state, police 
said.

One senior police official 
said the death toll could be 
much higher.

“We believe 11 people have 
been killed, including a mem-

ber of the legislative assembly,” 
a top officer told AFP on condi-
tion of anonymity.

The officer said reinforce-
ments had been rushed to the 
area.

Police are yet to confirm the 
identity of the other victims. 

Militants belonging to the 
National Socialist Council of 
Nagaland (NSCN), one of sever-
al separatist groups in the area, 
are suspected to have carried 
out the attack after making 
threats to Aboh.

NPP Chief Conrad Sangma 
condemned the incident and 
urged the Indian government 
to take action against those 
responsible.

Want to become a spy? Slovenia looking for new talent
Ljubljana, Slovenia

Slovenia’s spy agency yester-
day published its first ever 

public advert to recruit new 
agents “to strengthen and re-
freshen” the former Communist 
country’s intelligence services.

“We call on those interested 
in the intelligence and security 
fields, motivated by challenges 
and prepared to adjust to the 
agency’s specific line of work,” 
the Slovenian Intelligence and 
Security Agency (SOVA) said in 
an ad in the daily Delo and other 
newspapers.

One major requirement, how-
ever: candidates must be Slove-

nian citizens.
They can apply for different 

posts. Tasks include gathering 
information through secret col-
laboration, exchanging intelli-
gence with foreign countries, 
and preparing analytical reports 
or forecasts.

Years of austerity have dented 
SOVA’s funding, and its repu-
tation hit rock-bottom in 2015 
when a phone tapping scandal 
shook up arbitration between 
Slovenia and Croatia to resolve 
a long-lasting border dispute.

“While we’ve had very lit-
tle new recruitment in the last 
years, the fast development of 

technology and the evolving of 
security threats and risks de-

mand that the agency strength-
ens and refreshes with new and 

younger staff,” SOVA said in a 
statement sent to AFP.

It added that it opted for an 
open call in order to “increase 
transparency and reach a wider 
public”.

Tasks include gath-
ering information 

through secret collab-
oration, exchanging 

intelligence with 
foreign countries, and 
preparing analytical 
reports or forecasts.

Sherpa climbs Everest twice in a week for record 24th
Kathmandu, Nepal

Only last week Nepali moun-
tain guide Kami Rita Sherpa 

set a new record by climbing 
Everest a 23rd time. On Tuesday 
for good measure he did it again, 
expedition organisers said.

“This is historic. He made 
his record climb this morning, 
guiding a team of Indian police,” 
Mingma Sherpa of Seven Sum-
mit Treks told AFP.

A guide for more than two 
decades, Sherpa first summited 
the 8,848-metre (29,029-foot) 
peak, the world’s highest, in 
1994 while working for a com-
mercial expedition.

In the 25 years since, the 
49-year-old has made 35 sum-
mits on five 8,000-metre peaks, 

including the world’s sec-
ond-highest mountain, K2 in 
Pakistan.

Last year he ascended Everest 

for the 22nd time, breaking the 
previous record of 21 summits 
he shared with two other Sher-
pa climbers, both of whom have 

retired.  Returning last week to a 
colourful welcome at base camp 
after his 23rd climb, Sherpa had 
already said that he wanted to 
go up for a second time this 
season.

“I am very happy and proud, 
I think I might go up the moun-
tain again this season,” he had 
said over a crackly phone line 
after his descent. 

The accomplished climber 
has often said he did not intend 
to make records, but accumulat-
ed his summits in course of his 
work as a guide.

“I did not climb for world re-
cords, I was just working. I did 
not even know you could set re-
cords earlier,” he said last month 
before setting off for Everest 
base camp.

Nepali mountaineer Kami Rita Sherpa


