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Ed Sheeran, Taylor

Swift win top honours

Janet Jackson

Billboard Music

YOU

KNOW WHAT

graced the

Awards stage to
receive the pres-
tigious Icon Award
-- hecoming the
first black woman
to get it

he 2018 Billboard
Music Awards cele-
brated some of mu-

sic’s biggest names on Sun-
day night, with Ed Sheeran
winning not only the Top
Artist but Top Male Artist
Award, and Taylor Swift
lifting the Top Female Art-
ist trophy. The ceremony,
hosted by Kelly Clarkson,

Ed Sheeran

was held at the MGM Grand
Garden Arena. The sing-
er opened the show with a
tribute to the victims of Fri-
day’s mass shooting at Santa
Fe High School in Texas,
reports CNN.

A slew of artistes took the
stage to perform throughout
the night, including Sheer-
an, John Legend, Christina

Aguilera, Demi Lovato and
Ariana Grande.

Janet Jackson, who re-
ceived the Icon Award, gave
her first TV performance in
nine years and delivered a
mashup of her hits. Ken-
drick Lamar, Bruno Mars
and Sheeran went into the
night with 15 nominations
each in various categories.

Chris Evans
almost starred in
‘Deadpool 2’

¢ Deadpool 2’ writers Rhett Reese and Paul

Wernicke have revealed ‘Avengers: Infin-
ity War’ star Chris Evansalmost appeared in the
Ryan Reynolds headlined film.

The scribes, who have penned the script with
Reynolds, said they considered including Evans
in the movie not as Captain America but as The
Human Torch from the ‘Fantastic Four’in the
Marvel franchise.

Before shooting to fame with MCU’s ‘Captain
America: The First Avenger’ (2011) as Steve
Rodgers, Evans had played the role of Johnny
Storm in 2005’s poorly-reviewed ‘Fantastic
Four’. He reprised his role in its 2007 sequel
‘Fantastic Four: The Rise of the Silver Surfer’.

Reese and Wernick said the initial drafts of the
story had plans to include Storm in the X-Force
interviews conducted in the film ‘Deadpool 2.

Chris Evans '

America has problem
with female directors

ctress Jodie Foster feels Holly-

wood has a problem with female
directors and, like Europe, it should
open up.

“I said it and I'll keep saying it - I
want to direct and I will direct more
than I acted,” Foster told hollywood-
reporter.com.

She said a fraction of the film indus-
try has been the “last area” that needs
to see a change. Europe, she said, has
always been ahead in terms of having
women directors.

“It’s America that’s the problem,

Jodie Foster

and it has been for a very long time.
We need to bang the head of Amer-
ica to let them know that it needs

“l said it and I'll
keep saying it - I
want to direct and
I will direct more
than I acted”

JODIE FOSTER

temis”.

female directors. Just look at “Won-
der Woman’,” Foster said during
the premiere of her film “Hotel Ar-

The movie also features Sterling K.
Brown, Sofia Boutella, Charlie Day,
Brian Tyree Henry and Dave Bautista.
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