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C I V I L I A N ’ S  T R I B U N E

The  
Greek  

dilemma 

Street dog menace in Manama 
Dear Editor,

I am an expat living in Manama 
for around six years and facing a 
serious issue of street dogs  near 

Manama Gate and  Zamil Tower .
Regarding this issue I have called 

the authorities like municipality (Bala-
diya) and also the police station but I 

dint get any response.
The number of dogs have  increased 

from  5 to 8 which is posing safety 
issues  for anyone  passing by the area 
and at night these  dogs  are  becoming  
more dangerous.

It is to be noted that there is a bus 
stop as well in the area where kids   

wait for the  school bus.
It would be highly appreciated if the 

Daily Tribune publishes  the grievance 
so  that authorities will take some 
action.

Regards 
Muhammad Ibrahim Shaikh  

Washington’s withdrawal 
from the nuclear deal with 

Iran and its decision to 
move its embassy in Israel 
to Jerusalem could trigger 

a chain of events that 
would jeopardise Greece’s 
fragile economic recovery

NIKOS KONSTANDARAS

After eight years of being kept 
afloat by loans from its Euro-
pean Union partners and the 

International Monetary Fund, Greece 
suddenly risks being swamped by 
waves caused by President Donald 
Trump’s unilateral stirring of the 
Middle East’s caldron of tensions and 
conflicting interests.

Compared with the immediate 
danger of regional conflict and even 
greater bloodshed, the danger to 
Greece may seem secondary, but it il-
lustrates the unforeseen consequenc-
es of impetuous American actions.

Washington’s withdrawal from the 
nuclear deal with Iran and its deci-
sion to move its embassy in Israel to 
Jerusalem could trigger a chain of 
events that would jeopardise Greece’s 
fragile economic recovery. With the 
last of three international bailout 
agreements set to end in August, the 
government has been pressing the 
message that Greece will soon be a 
“normal” country, able to hold its 
own in the international economy. 
Turbulence in the region would cre-
ate new threats to its economy, its 

security, even its relations with its key 
partners — the United States and the 
European Union.

Greece already has problems with 
neighbouring Turkey. President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan is campaigning 
for re-election in snap polls on June 
24 and has invested in stoking nation-
alist fervor — primarily against Kurds 
in Syria, Turkey and Iraq, but also 
against the United States and Greece.

Ankara’s worsening relations with 
Washington and European capitals 
over a host of issues have led to more 
pressure on Greece: a sharp increase of 
immigrants and refugees crossing from 
Turkey in recent months, the ongoing 
detention in Turkey of two Greek sol-
diers who strayed across the border in 
early March and a series of confron-
tational military actions by Turkey. 
These all highlight the dangers that 
Greece faces as the European Union’s 
frontier state in a turbulent region.

Erdogan presents himself as the 
victim of an attempted coup, allegedly 
by a United States-based former ally, 
Fethullah Gulen, and as the champion 
of Muslims everywhere, including the 
Palestinians. Lately, in the region’s 
fluid network of rivalries and alli-
ances, Turkey, a NATO member, has 
cultivated closer ties with Russia and 
Iran while chafing against American 
constraints on its occupation of part 
of northern Syria. The drawing of bat-
tle lines over Trump’s recent actions 
could lead to greater tension among 

Turkey, the United States and Israel.
Meanwhile, Greece’s relations with 

the United States and Israel have 
never been better. The US ambassa-
dor to Greece, Geoffrey Pyatt, refers 
to the country as a pillar of stability in 
the region and US officials make use 
of important air and naval facilities at 
the Souda Bay military base on Crete. 
The leaders of Greece, Cyprus and Is-
rael held their latest trilateral meet-
ing just last week, focusing on energy 
issues. Greece’s increased strategic 
value could work in its favour, as the 
country seeks American and Europe-
an backing to keep Turkey in check 
and to help its own economic revival. 
However, the more Washington and 
Brussels lose leverage with Ankara, 
and the more unilaterally Turkey 
acts, the greater the risks for Athens.

For Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras, 
whose radical left-wing Syriza party 

is in a coalition with the far-right na-
tionalist Independent Greeks, closer 
relations with the United States and 
Israel at this time could also create 
domestic complications. If the United 
States and Israel become embroiled 
in further bloodshed, such as that 
which attended the opening cere-
mony of the American Embassy in 
Jerusalem, the government will not 
want to appear too close to them. Sev-
eral leftist groups are keen to prove 
they have greater “anti-imperialist” 
credentials than Syriza. Last month, 
after the United States, Britain and 
France carried out missile strikes 
against Syria in response to the re-
gime’s alleged use of chemical weap-
ons, Communist Party demonstrators 
in Athens tried to pull down a statue 
of Harry Truman.

Even more ominous than the ten-
sion with Turkey is the possibility 

that Trump’s policy on Iran and Is-
rael could drive a wedge between 
the United States and the European 
Union, especially if American officials 
carry out their threat to impose sanc-
tions against European companies 
doing business with Tehran.

Athens would then face difficult and 
dangerous choices. Greece, a NATO 
member, has relied on the United 
States as its major ally since 1947, when 
Washington, through the Truman Doc-
trine, helped the government win a 
civil war against Communist forces.

But Greece is also a member of the 
European Union. Its partners in Eu-
rope pledged most of the 326 billion 
euros that, in three bailouts since 
2010, have kept the country from 
bankruptcy. The United States has 
contributed only through its share of 
the 32.1 billion euros that the Inter-
national Monetary Fund lent Greece.

Greece’s economic recovery de-
pends on negotiating with its Europe-
an partners a reduction of its public 
debt (318.3 billion euros last year), so 
Athens cannot afford to isolate itself 
in Europe by taking the United States’ 
side in any major dispute. But neither 
can it depend on the European Un-
ion’s nascent defense capability in an 
increasingly unstable region.

This instability is the greatest im-
mediate threat. Greece needs high 
growth and an annual primary sur-
plus of 3.5% until 2022 to meet condi-
tions set by its creditors in exchange 
for any debt write-down. And the 
economy’s viability will depend on 
the size of this reduction. Any signif-
icant rise in oil prices, skittishness 
in the markets and regional security 
fears that could keep tourists and 
investors away would undermine 
the recovery effort. The country is 
heavily dependent on tourism, which 
last year contributed 10.3% of gross 
domestic product (18.3 billion euros).

The bailout may be ending and the 
government may be declaring that it 
does not need an emergency credit 
line after August, but after eight years 
of austerity, reforms and sacrifices, 
Greece is clearly not out of trouble. 
And factors beyond its control could 
soon determine its immediate future.

(Nikos Konstandaras, a columnist at the 
newspaper Kathimerini, is a contributing 

opinion writer.).

Trump administration’s gambling in 
the Middle East could cause much 

harm to Athens 
Members of pro-communist union PAME raise their fists during a protest in Athens
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1939
World War II: Germany  
and Italy sign the Pact of Steel.

1960
The Great Chilean earthquake, measur-
ing 9.5 on the moment magnitude scale, 
hits southern Chile, becoming the most 
powerful earthquake ever recorded.

1964
Lyndon B. Johnson  
launches the Great Society.

2010
Air India Express Boeing 737 crashes over 
a cliff upon landing at Mangalore, India, 
killing 158 of 166 people on board, becom-
ing the worst crash involving a Boeing 737.
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China must continue to 
be strong & tight on 

the Border of North Korea 
until a deal is made. The 
word is that recently the 
Border has become much 
more porous and more has 
been filtering in. I want 
this to happen, and North 
Korea to be VERY success-
ful, but only after signing!

@realDonaldTrump

My ambition is that 
within 15 years we’ll 

diagnose cancer much ear-
lier in at least 50,000 more 
people a year. Combined 
with the great care pro-
vided by our NHS, that will 
mean every year 22,000 
more people will survive 
for years beyond diagnosis.

@theresa_may

R You’re always learn-
ing. The problem is, 

sometimes you stop and 
think you  understand the 
world. This is not correct; ; 
the world is always chang-
ing. You never reach the 
point you can stop making 
an effort - but the road to 
knowledge is full of joy

@paulocoelho

Reviewed the situation 
of deaths related to 

nipah virus in Kerala with 
Secreatry Health. I have 
directed Director NCDC to 
visit the district and initi-
ate required steps as war-
ranted by the protocol for 
the disease in consultation 
with state government.

@JPNadda

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

The land of violent 
intolerance  

President Donald Trump’s gift for unleashing the worst in people has 
found no more fertile ground than the Holy Land.

 

ROGER COHEN

I wrote three months ago that it’s 
time for Mahmoud Abbas to go; 
it’s still time. The Palestinian lead-

er has now veered into anti-Semitic 
tropes worthy of a beer hall in late 
1930s Berlin. Jews as usurers is not 
the stuff on which a state of Palestine 
will be built.

America’s embrace of Israel has been 
so total that the term “occupied territo-
ries” tends to be discouraged in official 
references to the West Bank. Greater 
Israel is OK in the White House.

Abbas is a bitter old man. He has no 
feel for the struggle of young Palestin-
ians, like those demonstrating along 
the Gaza border in marches organised 
by Hamas. More than 40 Palestinians 
have been killed, shot by Israeli snipers 
over the past month. Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo has said that the 
United States is “fully supportive” 
of Israelis’ “right to defend them-
selves.” Yes, Israel has that right, 
but not the right to use lethal force 
against mainly unarmed Palestinian 
civilians, who also have rights, in-
cluding to liberty and opportunity.

Here is where we should think of 
Katherine Franke, who is a Colum-
bia Law School professor and was 
co-heading a delegation of American 
civil rights leaders when she was 
detained last Sunday at Ben Gurion 
Airport in Tel Aviv, interrogated, ac-
cused of lying, and, upon expulsion, 
told she could never return.

Israel displays such high-handed-
ness in part because it has carte 
blanche from the Trump ad-
ministration to do what it 
will: view the West Bank 
as Israel proper, overre-
act at the Gaza fence, 
pass a 2017 law banning 
boycott supporters 
from the country. 
Habits of violent in-
tolerance absorbed 
through a 50-year 
exercise in policing 
the lives of others 
no longer meet any 
semblance of Amer-
ican censure. Unbri-
dled, Israel lurches 
rightward.

Franke told me: 
“They were not in-
terested in why I was 
there. They already had 
a story. I was a leader of 
Jewish Voice for Peace. 
I was there to promote 
the Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions movement 
— all this untrue. It quick-
ly ramped up to where the 
guy was yelling at me for 

lying. He Googled my name and came 
up with right-wing trolling sites like 
Canary Mission or AMCHA that push 
out ugly stuff about faculty held to be 
enemies of Israel.” How is it, Franke 
asked, that “Israel delegates to right-
wing trolls the job of determining who 
should be admitted to Israel?”

Franke has visited Israel a half-doz-
en times before. She supervises dis-
sertations by graduate students there. 
She had meetings scheduled with 
civil rights advocates. She has worked 
on the Academic Advisory Council of 
Jewish Voice for Peace and generally 
she supports its aims but is not a 
leader of it. A critic of Israel’s hu-
man rights record, she has boycotted 
conferences paid for by the Israeli 
government, but has participated in 
other academic conferences in Israel. 
Faculty members at Tel Aviv Univer-
sity and Hebrew University have told 
her they are going to write to express 
their outrage.

In other words, she’s the kind of 
tough critic a free and democratic 

society should welcome. Any healthy 
society is defined by its ability to ac-
commodate civilized debate, not by 
cries of “traitor” directed at dissent-
ers. Sending her and Vincent Warren, 
executive director of the Center for 
Constitutional Rights, back to America 
was a measure of how far Israeli polit-
ical culture has closed.

Franke told me the reaction from 
Columbia had been “disappointing.” 
Although she informed the law school 
dean and the provost of her detention, 
no one asked whether she got out the 
country safely, and no statement was 
issued from the university. The law 
school dean’s chief of staff informed 
her, she told me, that “because there 
are pro-Israeli centers at the law 
school” the school “would not get in-
volved in defending” her.

When I contacted Columbia, Lee 
Bollinger, the president, sent this 
statement to me: “I think it is wrong 
for a country to deny entry to a visi-
tor because of his or her political be-
liefs. I strongly disagree with the idea 
of boycotting Israeli academics and 
institutions … but I also think that 
the government of Israel should not 
deny academics or others access to 
the country simply because they hold 
and express that viewpoint. The future 
of academic freedom is best secured 
through exchange of people and ideas, 
not by establishing barriers.”

Bollinger was in Israel just before 
Franke. Columbia is in preliminary 
talks to establish a Global Centre in Tel 

Aviv. It has opened others in Istan-
bul, Amman and Mumbai, among 
other locations. The Tel Aviv pro-
ject should hinge on Israel’s com-
mitment to the open “exchange 

of people and ideas,” and its 
rejection of the na-

tionalist intol-
erance Franke 
encountered 
a n d  t h a t 
Trump’s carte 
blanche has 

encouraged.

(Roger Cohen is a columnist with The 
New York Times. )

(In collaboration with New York 
Times)

America’s embrace  
of Israel has been so total that 

the term “occupied  
territories” tends to  

be discouraged in official 
references to the West Bank. 

Greater Israel is OK in the  
White House.

Greece’s economic recovery de-
pends on negotiating with its Europe-
an partners a reduction of its public 
debt (318.3 billion euros last year), so 
Athens cannot afford to isolate itself 
in Europe by taking the United States’ 
side in any major dispute. But neither 
can it depend on the European Un-
ion’s nascent defense capability in an 
increasingly unstable region.

This instability is the greatest im-
mediate threat. Greece needs high 
growth and an annual primary sur-
plus of 3.5% until 2022 to meet condi-
tions set by its creditors in exchange 
for any debt write-down. And the 
economy’s viability will depend on 
the size of this reduction. Any signif-
icant rise in oil prices, skittishness 
in the markets and regional security 
fears that could keep tourists and 
investors away would undermine 
the recovery effort. The country is 
heavily dependent on tourism, which 
last year contributed 10.3% of gross 
domestic product (18.3 billion euros).

The bailout may be ending and the 
government may be declaring that it 
does not need an emergency credit 
line after August, but after eight years 
of austerity, reforms and sacrifices, 
Greece is clearly not out of trouble. 
And factors beyond its control could 
soon determine its immediate future.

(Nikos Konstandaras, a columnist at the 
newspaper Kathimerini, is a contributing 

opinion writer.).

Members of pro-communist union PAME raise their fists during a protest in Athens

Katherine 
Franke


