
Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

An urgent call to cut 
Bahrain’s links with 

Iran was proposed in Par-
liament on Tuesday, with 
MPs urging the govern-
ment to ban Iranian goods 
and end political, diplo-
matic, economic, sporting 
and other ties with Tehran.

The proposal, put for-
ward by MP Mohammed 
Al Olaiwi and four other 
MPs, asks the government 
to impose a full trade boy-
cott by stopping the entry 
of all Iranian products and 
halting commercial deal-
ings with Iran at once.

It also calls for a grace 
period for private firms to 
clear existing Iranian stock 
from the local market or 
re-export it, while all air 
and sea links between 
the two countries, direct 
and indirect, would also 
be stopped under the pro-
posal.

In their explanatory 
note, the MPs said the 
move followed recent Ira-
nian attacks on Bahrain, 
other Arab Gulf states and 
Jordan.

They said those events 
posed a direct threat to the 
country’s sovereignty, se-
curity and stability.

The note said the pro-
posal was driven by the 
need to protect internal 
security, answer what it 
called hostile Iranian pol-
icies and interference, and 
stand with Gulf states and 
Jordan after the attacks 
they faced.
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MPs Propose 
Boycott of 
Iranian Goods

Mohammed Al Olaiwi, MP

His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince and Prime Minister, chaired the 529th Government Executive Committee meeting. Key issues reviewed included measures to address 
the impact of Iranian aggression, traffic developments, and proposals to enhance education and training quality.

Committee Reviews Plans

Arab foreign ministers called 
for a firm and unified to en-

sure Iran’s compliance with in-
ternational resolutions and to 
address the damage caused to 
civilians and critical infrastruc-
ture, following an extraordinary 
meeting chaired by Bahrain.

The virtual session, led by 
Bahrain’s Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Dr. Abdullatif bin Rashid 
Al Zayani, was held under Bah-
rain’s presidency of the Arab 
League Council at the minis-
terial level, with participation 
from Arab foreign ministers and 
Arab League Secretary-General 
Ahmed Aboul Gheit.

The meeting focused on un-
lawful Iranian attacks against 
Arab countries and stressed the 
need for accountability and full 
compensation for damages in 
line with international law.

In his remarks, Al Zayani said 
the attacks—carried out using 
ballistic and cruise missiles as 
well as drones over 40 days—rep-

resent a serious violation of inter-
national law and a direct threat to 
regional and global security.

He noted that the continued 
strikes come despite multiple 
international resolutions con-
demning the actions and calling 
for their immediate halt.

Ministers underscored the 
importance of taking effective 
measures to stop the attacks 
and uphold the principles of 
sovereignty, security, and good 

neighborly relations throughout 
the region.

Meanwhile,  Bahrain strong-
ly condemned Iran during a 
high-level session at UNESCO, 
placing regional security con-
cerns at the center of interna-
tional discussions.

Speaking at the 224th Execu-
tive Board meeting in Paris, Issa 

Abdulaziz Al Jassim accused 
Iran of carrying out attacks tar-
geting Gulf countries and Jor-
dan, which resulted in civilian 
casualties and damage to key 
infrastructure, including schools 
and universities.

The ambassador also warned 
that repeated Iranian attacks are 
putting education systems, me-

dia infrastructure, and cultural 
heritage at increasing risk—con-
cerns echoed globally as con-
flict-related damage spreads 
across the region .

Bahrain outlined steps taken 
to maintain continuity in educa-
tion despite the tensions, while 
reaffirming its commitment to 
international cooperation.

Unified Response to 
Iranian Aggression

Arab Ministers Condemn Iran Over Escalating Attacks

H.E. Dr. Abdullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani 
chairs the online meeting

Economic Strength Paves Way for Growth Confidence

Shaikh Salman bin Khalifa 
Al Khalifa, Minister of 
Finance and National 

Economy, participated in a high-
level discussion hosted by the 
Atlantic Council on the sidelines 
of the IMF and World Bank 
Spring Meetings in Washington.

Addressing the forum, the 
minister noted that Bahrain 
has effectively navigated 
economic challenges while 
advancing policies aimed at 
expanding international part-
nerships, increasing trade 
flows, attracting investment, 

and supporting more secure 
supply chains.

He expressed confidence 
that GCC states are on track to 
emerge stronger, more diver-
sified, and better positioned 
for sustainable growth and 
opportunity creation.

B A H R A I N  E C O N O M I C  R E S I L I E N C E
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As Earth Day 2026 is 
marked globally under 
the theme “Our Power, 
Our Planet,” Bahrain 

is placing growing emphasis on 
environmental sustainability as 
a key pillar of its national devel-
opment and long-term planning.

With rising temperatures, 
limited freshwater resources, 
rapid urbanisation, and vulnera-
ble coastal ecosystems, environ-
mental protection has become 
an increasingly urgent local pri-
ority alongside global climate 
concerns.

Bahrain is continuing to 
strengthen its environmental 
sustainability efforts and expand 
afforestation projects, accord-
ing to  Eng. Wael bin Nasser Al 
Mubarak, The Minister of Mu-
nicipalities and Agriculture. 

Marking World Earth Day, 
observed annually on April 22, 
the minister said that under the 
leadership of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and 
the directives of His Royal High-
ness Prince Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, Bahrain is advancing 
key environmental initiatives, 
including the National Carbon 
Neutrality Plan.

He highlighted major progress 
in the Kingdom’s afforestation 
strategy, noting that around 2.4 
million trees have already been 
planted, achieving 67 per cent of 
the target to plant 3.6 million trees 
by 2035.

Al Mubarak also pointed 

to the success of the “Bahrain 
Mangroves” initiative, which 
has exceeded expectations with 
2.2 million mangrove seedlings 
planted, reaching 138 per cent of 
its original goal and significantly 
supporting marine biodiversity.

Community Efforts 
Across the Kingdom, communi-

ty participation continues to play a 
key role in environmental action, 
with beach clean-ups and conser-
vation drives held in areas such as 
Karbabad, Malkiya, Amwaj, and 
Nurana Island. 

Expat communities have 
joined Earth Day initiatives as 
well. Kannada Sangha Bahrain 
has organised a programme in-
cluding a two-minute lights-off 
at 8:00 PM, followed by a beach 
clean-up drive, tree planting, and 
awareness activities on reducing 
plastic use.

Ajith Bangera, President of 
Kannada Sangha Bahrain, told 
The Daily Tribune that the initi-
ative aims to encourage practical 
participation in environmental 
protection.

Sustainability advocate Kai 
Meithig added, “Protecting the 
planet is a year-round responsibil-
ity, not just a one-day effort. Small, 
consistent actions—from saving 
water and reducing energy use to 
cutting plastic waste and support-
ing green spaces—can make a real 
difference for future generations.”
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• 2.4 million trees 
planted so far  

•  Mangrove target 
exceeded with 2.2 
million seedlings

• 300 recycling centres 
established nationwide.  

New Conditions for Expats

TDT | Manama 
Mohammed Darwish

Bahrain’s Parliament passed 
two amendments to the 
Traffic Law that introduce 

stricter conditions for issuing 
driving licences to expatriates, 
including linking licence validi-
ty to residency permits and ex-
panding regulatory powers over 
foreign applicants.

The first amendment limits 
the validity of a non-Bahraini 
driving licence to the duration of 
the holder’s legal residency in the 
Kingdom. The second allows the 
executive authority to set addi-
tional conditions for expatriates 
applying for licences.

Lawmakers backing the 
changes said the reforms aim 
to ease pressure on Bahrain’s 
roads, as the number of expatri-
ate workers and private vehicles 
continues to rise.

During discussions, MPs ar-
gued that the measures would 
help better organise traffic man-
agement and align licensing rules 
with broader residency regula-

tions. Some also pointed to inter-
national practices where income 
and residency criteria are used in 
transport-related decisions.

The government, however, op-
posed both amendments, stating 
that existing regulations already 
require valid residency for ob-
taining and renewing driving 
licences. Officials warned the 
changes could create adminis-
trative challenges, particularly 
regarding renewal systems and 
long-term residency categories.

The Interior Ministry also said 

the proposed framework would 
be difficult to implement consist-
ently because it does not follow 
a unified system. It further noted 
that current laws already allow 
the executive authority to issue 
additional conditions through 
regulations.

Despite the objections, Parlia-
ment approved both bills, mov-
ing them forward in the legisla-
tive process.

Reforms aim to strengthen traffic management

“We could look at 
Kuwait’s minimum 

salary rule for driving 
licences as a model.”

ABDULWAHID QARATA, MP

Man on Trial 
for Alleged 
Attempted 
Murder of Wife

The First Major Crim-
inal Court is hearing the 
case of a man in his forties 
accused of attempting to 
murder his wife by stab-
bing her multiple times on 
a public road.

The court has adjourned 
proceedings until April 26 
to allow the defence law-
yer to review the case file, 
while the victim’s legal 
representative prepares 
to submit a civil claim.

The defendant denied 
the attempted murder 
charge in court, admitting 
only to damaging the vic-
tim’s vehicle window.

According to the Public 
Prosecution, the accused 
allegedly planned the at-
tack in advance, armed 
himself with a knife, and 
stabbed his wife in the 
chest with intent to kill. 
The attempt was report-
edly stopped after by-
standers intervened and 
the victim received urgent 
medical care. She also suf-
fered additional injuries, 
with damage reported to 
her vehicle.

The victim stated that 
the incident began when 
her husband blocked her 
vehicle, demanded she 
take their son, and later es-
calated the confrontation 
by damaging her car and 
chasing her while shout-
ing threats. She alleged he 
stabbed her twice before 
she escaped to a nearby 
house for shelter.

Witnesses reported 
seeing a bloodied woman 
fleeing and a man holding 
a knife being restrained by 
bystanders, before emer-
gency services arrived. A 
forensic report confirmed 
stab wounds to the chest 
and shoulder caused by 
a sharp object, requiring 
surgery and more than 
three weeks of treatment.

•	 MPs say the move 
aims to ease road 
congestion.

•	 Government 
warned the chang-
es may be difficult 
to implement.

KNOW
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Green Bahrain Momentum Builds
Bahrain reaches 67% of its 3.6 million tree target as sustainability projects accelerate

“Environmental 
protection is a 

national priority, not 
an option.”

ENG. WAEL BIN NASSER AL MUBARAK

“Actively take part 
in protecting the 
environment, not 

just observe it from a 
distance” 

AJITH BANGERA

“Protecting the 
planet is a year-round 
responsibility, not just 

a one-day effort.”

KAI MEITHIG, SUSTAINABILITY ADVOCATE 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANT

Fake TikTok Friendship Ends in Court
TDT | Manama 
Rehab Mohammad

It began with simple likes and ex-
changed comments in the virtual 
world of TikTok, weaving the threads 

of what seemed to be an innocent friend-
ship between a young Bahraini woman 
and an Egyptian expatriate working as a 
barber. However, behind those colorful 
screens, a starkly different reality was 
taking shape one that would soon shift 
from social media feeds to the halls of 
criminal courts.

The friendship was nothing more than 
a facade for financial exploitation. The 
defendant took advantage of the woman’s 
trust to secure a “loan” of 750 Dinars. As 
days passed, stalling and evasion became 
his tactics, prompting the victim to use 
her wits and record a voice clip of him 
confessing to the debt. That recording 
sparked a bitter conflict between them, 
turning their friendly bond sour.

In the Juffair area, inside the victim’s 
car, the defendant’s final mask fell. He 
was no longer the “friend” she knew 
behind the screen; he transformed into a 

fierce aggressor the moment he learned 
of the voice recording. He snatched her 
phone and when she refused to give him 
the passcode, he struck her across the 
face twice. He didn’t stop there; he drew a 
knife and stabbed her in the thigh, forcing 
her to reveal her passcode to erase the ev-
idence of his debt before fleeing the scene.

The case has now reached the High 
Criminal Court of Appeal after the de-
fendant was initially sentenced to one 
year in prison and ordered to be deported. 
The court has scheduled May 18 for the 
final verdict.

Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

The First High Criminal Court 
has started hearing a human 

trafficking case against a woman 
in her forties accused of exploit-
ing a 22-year-old Asian woman.

Prosecutors allege she recruit-
ed and harboured the victim, 
forcing her into prostitution and 
taking her earnings.

The defendant denied traf-
ficking charges but admitted to 
benefiting financially from the 
victim’s activities.

The victim told the court she 
came to Bahrain after a Facebook 
job offer for nightclub work, but 
was later coerced into prosti-
tution to repay a fake debt and 
moved between locations where 
she was detained and exploited.

An Anti-Human Trafficking 
officer said investigations indi-
cated the victim was effectively 
“purchased” under an oral agree-
ment, with the defendant alleg-
edly admitting she received and 
profited from her exploitation.

The court has adjourned the 
case until April 27, 2026, to ap-
point a defence lawyer.

Human Trafficking 
Trial

Bahrain’s Anti-Human Traf-
ficking Unit, under the 

General Directorate of Crim-
inal Investigation and Foren-
sic Science, arrested an Asian 
woman in connection with a 
human trafficking case involv-
ing a 17-year-old girl.

Authorities said the suspect 

is accused of bringing the mi-
nor from outside the country 
and forcing her into exploita-
tive and illegal activities.

Following receipt of infor-
mation, police launched imme-
diate investigations, which led 
to the identification and arrest 
of the woman.  

Woman Arrested for Exploiting 
17-Year-Old

Defence Alignment

The Interior Minister, Lieu-
tenant General Shaikh 

Rashid bin Abdullah Al Khali-
fa, met the Chief of Staff of the 
Bahrain Defence Force (BDF), 
Lieutenant General Dhiyab bin 
Saqr Al Nuaimi, in the presence 
of Police Chief Lieutenant Gen-
eral Tariq bin Hassan Al Hassan. 
The minister praised the BDF’s 

readiness and operational effi-
ciency in carrying out its nation-
al duties, highlighting its role 
in safeguarding the Kingdom 
during recent Iranian aggres-
sion. The meeting also focused 
on enhancing coordination be-
tween the Interior Ministry and 
the BDF to maintain national 
security and stability.
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Interestingly, most people read-
ing this piece would be sitting 

down - some at home, others at 
work in front of a laptop or desk-
top screen. Many would have 
their backs slouched, with only a 
few maintaining proper posture.

Addressing the question, “Is 
sitting really the new smoking?”, 
Dr Faizan Abdullah Salam Ahmed 
Abdullah Mohsin, Orthopedic 
Surgeon, Al Hilal Medical Center, 
Sitra reflects on the silent spinal 
damage caused by long hours of 
sitting with improper posture, 
which can lead to early degener-
ative changes in the spine.

He adds that back pain among 
young people is becoming in-
creasingly common due to ex-

cessive screen use, limited phys-
ical activity, and obesity, with 
even teenagers now presenting 
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The Devji BKS GCC Kalotsa-
vam 2026, a major cultural 

festival celebrating the artistic 
talents of the Malayali diaspo-
ra, began with a colorful open-
ing ceremony at the Bahrain 
Keraleeya Samajam (BKS) in 
Bahrain.

The event opened with a tra-
ditional ‘Pooja Dance’, setting a 
cultural and spiritual tone.

The festival was officially in-
augurated by Chief Guest Mr. 
Jaydeep Bharatji, Joint Manag-
ing Director of the Devji Group, 
who lit the ceremonial lamp 
and praised the initiative for 
preserving cultural heritage 
and promoting social harmony.

BKS Pres ident  Mr.  P.V. 
Radhakrishna Pillai presided 
over the ceremony, stressing 
the importance of cultural uni-
ty. 

Earlier, General Secretary Mr. 

Varghese Karakkal delivered 
the welcome address, while 
Vice President Mr. Devadas 
Kunnath appreciated the ef-
forts of organisers and volun-
teers. General Convener Ms. 
Renu Unnikrishnan concluded 
the ceremony with a vote of 
thanks.

The festival will feature par-
ticipants from across the GCC 
competing in various cultur-
al categories over the coming 
days.

Devji BKS GCC Kalotsavam 2026 Kicks Off

Chief Guest Mr. Jaydeep Bharatji with Bahrain Keraleeya Samajam officials and distinguished guests

Nostalgic Reunion
Gulf Polytechnic and University of Bahrain 

Alumni Reunite After Four Decades

Ghadeer Alkumaish
TDT | Manama

Bahraini watch designer 
Khalid Eid Adam is gaining 

international attention with the 
launch of his signature time-
piece, “Al Khalida,” a limit-
ed-edition luxury watch that has 
begun attracting interest from 
watch enthusiasts in London 
and across Europe.

The design combines bold aes-
thetics, mechanical precision, 
and a strong creative identity 
rooted in his personal journey.

“Al Khalida” reflects a new ap-
proach in luxury watchmaking, 
where storytelling, symbolism, 
and exclusivity are as important 
as technical performance. 

In a highly competitive global 
industry, the watch represents a 
rising creative voice from Bah-
rain aiming to position itself on 
the international luxury stage.

Khalid Eid Adam’s passion for 
watches began at the age of five 
when his father gifted him his 
first timepiece. That early mo-
ment developed into a lifelong 
fascination that evolved into a 
deeper appreciation for watch 

design as both an art form and a 
technical discipline.

One of his early challeng-
es was introducing a square-
shaped watch design into a 
market dominated by traditional 
round styles. Although initially 
met with hesitation, the design 
eventually gained strong accept-
ance and positive response.

The process behind each 
watch design is complex and 
multi-layered, starting from in-

spiration and concept develop-
ment to storytelling, engineering, 
and final production. Adam notes 
that some global luxury brands 
may take up to 20 years to refine 
a single watch before release.

His latest creation, “Al Khal-
ida,” has received notable at-

tention from watch collectors 
and enthusiasts in London and 
Europe, generating strong dis-
cussion within niche luxury 
communities.

The watch is produced in a 
strictly limited edition of 50 
pieces worldwide, enhancing 

its exclusivity. It is priced at ap-
proximately 200 Bahraini Di-
nars, placing it within the acces-
sible luxury segment.

The timepiece is crafted from 

polished stainless steel, finished 
with a surface inspired by ba-
guette-cut diamonds, giving it a 
refined luxury appearance. It is 
powered by an automatic move-
ment, reflecting traditional me-
chanical watchmaking heritage.

Its crystal glass features a 
curved, diamond-inspired con-
tour, while the dial is made of nat-
ural mother-of-pearl (nacre), giv-
ing each piece a unique reflective 
texture that changes with light.

The name “Al Khalida” was 
chosen for two reasons: first, 
its connection to the designer’s 
identity and brand vision, and 
second, to symbolize timeless-
ness and permanence reflecting 
a watch meant to go beyond time 
itself and become a lasting legacy.

Breaking Time Rules
Khalid Eid Adam Redefines Watch Design

KNOW WHAT

A limited-edition luxury 
watch with only 50 piec-
es worldwide, attracts 

collectors in London and 
Europe.

Some luxury watches 
can take up to 20 years 

of refinement before 
reaching the market

KHALID EID ADAM

“Al Khalida”- Two designs, limited to just 50 pieces worldwide

Is Modern Work Culture Damaging Your Spine?

More than 50 percent 
of patients with low 

back pain report poor 
workplace posture

DR FAIZAN ABDULLAH, ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

A Journal of the 
American College of 

Cardiology study links 
sitting over 10.6 hours 
a day to higher risks of 
heart failure and cardi-
ovascular death, even 
in active individuals.

BETTER

KNOW

with posture-related issues.
Speaking to The Daily Trib-

une, he says, “More than 50 per-
cent of patients with low back 
pain report poor workplace pos-
ture, making the issue highly 
relevant, as many jobs involve 
prolonged sitting.”

“The most common condi-

tions related to prolonged sit-
ting that I see are neck strain, 
upper and lower back strain, and 
cervical and lumbar disc issues. 
“Long-term poor posture may 
lead to lumbar and cervical disc 
disorders with or without ra-
diculopathy and/or myelopathy, 
abnormal pelvic tilt, and early 

onset of degenerative spondy-
lotic changes in the spine,” he 
added, pointing to the wider 
impact of sedentary routines.

It’s Preventable

Addressing preventability, Dr. 
Faizan stresses that proper desk 

ergonomics are essential: the 
screen should be at eye level and 
hips positioned higher than the 
knees to avoid abnormal spinal 
stress.

“Ideally, one should seek med-
ical help for postural advice well 
before the pain starts. Patients 
should be educated about cor-
rect posture while sitting and 
working, which is part of er-
gonomics. If detected early, 
posture-related damage is fully 
reversible,” he added.

He further recommended ear-
ly education on ergonomics, es-
pecially for school students and 
young graduates, to help prevent 
long-term spinal problems.

So, is sitting really the new 
smoking? Yes, it is - only the 
latter is much more hyped and 
talked about.  

Alumni of the Gulf Polytechnic College and the University of Bahrain from the classes of 1975 to 1990 came together for 
their fourth annual reunion, at Ajoor Family Majlis, reconnecting after more than four decades.



Jobseekers registered on Bah-
rain’s national volunteer-

ing platform may soon receive 
priority consideration for em-
ployment under a new proposal 
linked to the “Bahrain is Well… 
Because You Are Its People” 
campaign.

The initiative also calls for is-
suing official certificates recog-
nising volunteer contributions 
made during the current crisis 
following Iranian attacks.

The proposal, submitted by 
MPs Iman Shuwaiter, Moham-
med Al Olaiwi, Abdulhakim Al 
Sheno, Abdulwahid Qarata and 

Mohsen Al Asboul, urges both 
government bodies and private 
companies to give precedence 
to unemployed volunteers, es-
pecially within the same fields 

where they previously served.
Lawmakers said the plan 

builds on lessons from Bahrain’s 
COVID-19 response, aiming to 
transform crisis volunteering 
into structured employment 
opportunities while formally 
acknowledging service carried 
out under pressure.

Under the proposal, records 
from the national volunteer-
ing platform would evaluate 
participants based on attend-
ance, skills and performance in 
frontline roles. This informa-
tion would then support hiring 
decisions.

The parliament approved 
a proposal to include 

sports facilities operated by 
clubs under the government’s 
electricity subsidy scheme, a 
move aimed at easing financial 
pressure on community and 
village-based sports organi-
sations.

MPs said many clubs with 
limited income are current-
ly being charged utility rates 
similar to commercial entities, 
leaving them struggling with 
high electricity and water bills.

The proposal, submitted by 
MP Mohsen Al Asboul along-

side several lawmakers, urges 
a review of tariff classifica-
tions for national, village, and 
low-income sports clubs.

It calls for reclassifying these 
facilities under subsidised cat-
egories.

Al Asboul said many clubs 
operate purely as community 
and youth service hubs rather 
than profit-making ventures, 
yet face heavy utility costs that 
strain their budgets.

He added that sports facili-
ties are widely used for training 
and youth activities, making 
them essential social spaces.
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Bahrain’s parliament ap-
proved a government bill 

allowing the use of the unem-
ployment insurance fund to pay 
April wages for insured Bahraini 
workers in the private sector, 
as a temporary measure to ease 
economic pressure caused by the 
regional crisis.

The amendment adds a new 
clause to Article 8(c) of the un-
employment insurance law, per-
mitting salaries to be paid from 
the fund’s surplus for one month, 
within existing legal safeguards 
and up to each worker’s insured 
wage.

Parliamentary estimates 
suggest that over 105,000 Bah-
rainis working in the private 
sector could benefit, with the 
total monthly wage bill reaching 
around BD94 million.

Lawmakers largely support-
ed the move, describing it as 
necessary to help companies 
facing cash flow challenges 
meet salary obligations and 
avoid layoffs. 

MP Ahmed Al Salloom said the 
measure would ease pressure on 
businesses, particularly small 
and medium-sized enterprises, 
while protecting workers’ in-
comes.

However, concerns were 
raised about how the support 
would be distributed.

MP Basema Mubarak ques-
tioned the lack of clear criteria 
for defining affected companies 
and warned against repeatedly 
relying on the unemployment 
fund without a long-term solu-
tion.

Officials said the fund holds 
approximately BD600 million 
in assets, with the expected cost 
of covering April wages estimat-
ed between BD80 million and 
BD100 million.

The law will take effect after 
its publication in the Official 
Gazette.

Loan Payment Freeze
Without Fees

An urgent proposal to delay 
citizens’ loan and debt instal-
ments without extra interest 
or fees was approved by Parlia-
ment. with MPs urging the gov-
ernment to act in coordination 
with the Central Bank of Bahrain 
during what they described as an 
exceptional period.

The proposal asks the gov-
ernment to take the necessary 
steps to postpone repayments 
due from citizens for the time 
being, in light of the security 
and economic effects linked to 
recent regional tensions.

MPs behind the measure said 
the aim was to ease the strain on 
households hit by a slowdown in 
economic activity and pressure 
on incomes.

They said a temporary pause 
in repayments would help cit-
izens keep more cash on hand, 
support spending and help the 
market remain steady.

According to the explanatory 
note, the move would also ease 
the social burden on families by 
reducing the risk of financial 
distress, default and the legal 
and personal trouble that may 
follow.

The note said delaying in-
stalments without extra charg-
es would also help protect 
banking stability by limiting 
the risk of widespread missed 
payments and giving borrow-
ers time to rearrange their ob-
ligations in an orderly way, 
while allowing lending activity 
to continue.

It added that the exceptional 
circumstances justified tempo-

rary state action to protect bor-
rowers and support economic 
and social stability as part of the 
wider public interest.

The proposal was submitted 
by MPs Hanan Fardan, Basema 
Mubarak, Lulwa Al Rumaihi, 
Hassan Bukhammas and Hish-
am Al Ashiri.

Minister Defends Job Data
and Disability Hiring Role

Yousif Khalaf, Labour Minis-
ter defended  ministry’s unem-
ployment data and role in hiring 
people with disabilities during a 
parliamentary session on Tues-
day, responding to questions 

from MPs Abdulhakim Al Sheno 
and Mohammed Al Marafi.

Khalaf said fluctuations in job-
seeker numbers reflect a “dy-
namic labour market,” not in-
consistencies in official records. 

He noted that the Ministry of 
Labour initially recorded 17,831 
jobseekers when implementing 
a directive issued on 28 Septem-
ber 2025 by the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister, His Royal 
Highness Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, to provide three job 
opportunities per registered in-
dividual.

Since then, 4,746 people have 
been employed, though overall 
figures have not dropped pro-

portionally due to new regis-
trations.

“These are live records, not a 
static count,” Khalaf said.

Addressing criticism over dis-
ability employment, Khalaf clar-
ified that most responsibilities 
under the relevant law fall to the 
Ministry of Social Development.

He said that his ministry’s 
role is limited to issuing deci-
sions—subject to Cabinet ap-
proval—on government roles 
where people with disabilities 
are prioritised.

He added that a list of public 
sector jobs suitable for people 
with disabilities has already 
been prepared in coordination 
with relevant authorities and is 
being implemented.

Khalaf also rejected claims 
of weak enforcement against 
non-compliant companies, stat-
ing that legal authority to re-
cord violations and refer cases 
lies with the Ministry of Social 
Development, not the Labour 
Ministry.

However, MP Al Marafi crit-
icised the ministry’s response, 
questioning why a key ministe-
rial decision under the law has 
not been formally issued since 
2006.

He also raised concerns over 
gaps between available job va-
cancies and registered jobseek-
ers, as well as low compliance 
rates among companies.

New System for Citizen Voice

Meanwhile, Parliament ap-
proved an urgent proposal re-
quiring government entities 
to hold regular meetings with 
citizens to address service com-
plaints and improve public ser-
vices.

The plan sets up a formal sys-
tem for direct citizen engage-
ment, including in-person and 
online meetings, an online com-
plaints platform, and quarter-
ly ministerial reviews to track 
progress.

Submitted by MPs Basema 
Mubarak, Jalal Kadhem, Ab-
dulHakim Al Sheno, Bader Al 
Tamimi, and Ali Al Doseri, the 
initiative aims to improve trans-
parency, speed up decision-mak-
ing, and better align government 
services with public needs.

BD94 Million Support 
for 105,000 Workers

Economic Support, Loan Relief and Service Reform Approved by MPs

• Household Debt Relief

•  Labour Market 
Oversight 

These are live
records, not a

static count
H.E. YOUSIF KHALAF,                                          
MINISTER OF LABOUR 

This measure will
help businesses

manage cash flow 
pressure

AHMED AL SALLOOM, MP 

We cannot keep
relying on the 

unemployment
fund

BASEMA MUBARAK, MP 

Has the decision 
been issued or not? 
This cannot remain 

unresolved for years
MOHAMMED AL MARAFI, MP 

Hanan Fardan, MP

Parliament holds session

Electricity Subsidy for Sports Clubs

Mohsen Al Asboul, MP

Priority Hiring for Crisis Volunteers

Iman Shuwaiter, MP
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TRACCS Bahrain and Conserving 
Bounties Society Partner

To Advance Food Conservation Awareness in the Kingdom

• Aims to drive 
informed consumption, 
support national 
sustainability priorities, 
and rally national action 
on food conservation

TDT | Manama

TRACCS Bahrain and Con-
serving Bounties Society 
have entered into a strate-

gic partnership aimed at raising 
public awareness on the scale 
and impact of food waste, while 
encouraging more informed and 
conscious consumption across 
the Kingdom. 

According to the latest United 
Nations Environment Program’s 
Food Waste Index Report, more 
than one billion meals are wast-
ed around the world every day. 
Closer to home, the picture is 
equally stark: Bahrain gener-
ates over 400 tons of food waste 
daily, a figure that rises sharply 
during special occasions such 
as Ramadan. An estimated 132 

kilograms of food per person is 
discarded each year in the King-
dom, costing the national econ-
omy tens of millions of dinars 
annually.

Through this partnership, 
TRACCS Bahrain will utilize its 
strategic communications ex-
pertise and extensive partner 
network to support Conserv-

ing Bounties Society’s mission 
of promoting responsible con-
sumption, shaping long-term 
behavioral change, embedding 
social values of collective ac-

countability, and contributing to 
broader national sustainability 
priorities.

Irene Karamitsou, Managing 
Director of TRACCS Bahrain, 
stated, “Food sustainability is 
one of today’s increasingly com-
plex challenges, closely linked to 
systemic food waste, consump-
tion patterns, and resource effi-
ciency. Meaningful progress re-
quires sustained efforts to drive 
awareness, instill accountability, 
and encourage collective action. 
Through this partnership, we 
are leveraging our strategic com-
munications capabilities to am-
plify this message in line with 
our responsibility to contribute 
to initiatives that deliver lasting 
societal value.”

Founded in 2014, Conserving 
Bounties Society operates Bah-
rain’s first specialized food bank. 
The non-profit organization’s 
work spans surplus food col-
lection and direct distribution 
to beneficiary families, public 
awareness campaigns, and ad-
vocacy for stronger food waste 
legislation. The Society’s efforts 
since inception have helped 

more than 3,000 families and 
5,000 individuals, with around 
230 tons of food surplus con-
served in the last year alone.

According to Thawra Al 
Dhaen, Chief Executive Officer 
of Conserving Bounties, “Food 
wastage represents a key struc-
tural inefficiency with lasting 
implications on environmental 
sustainability and food acces-
sibility. Addressing it requires 
more integrated approaches 
that strengthen coordination be-
tween stakeholders and improve 
how surplus is managed across 
the value chain. Our collabo-
ration with TRACCS enhances 
our ability to communicate this 
mission with the wider stake-
holder ecosystem as we contin-
ue to scale solutions that drive 
measurable impact and support 
more sustainable consumption 
across communities.” 

Both entities aim to help rein-
force national endeavors toward 
food sustainability and securi-
ty by encouraging individuals, 
businesses, and communities to 
adopt a culture of more respon-
sible consumption.

The deal signing

General Assembly and DOO Sign MoU 
to Solidify Strategic Partnership

Transforming the Tech Landscape in Bahrain
Manama

General Assembly – Bahrain 
(GA), a leading provider of 

transformative tech and digi-
tal skills training,   has recent-
ly formalized its collaboration 
with DOO, a cutting-edge cul-
turally aware AI solutions pro-
vider, through the signing of a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU). This milestone cements 
an already thriving partnership 
aimed at bridging the gap be-
tween industry demands and 
local talent, fostering economic 
growth, and positioning Bah-
rain as a leader in innovative 
technology.

Delivered in strategic partner-
ship with Bahrain’s Labour Fund 
(Tamkeen), General Assembly’s 
programs ensure accessibility 
and alignment with Bahrain’s 
labor market needs. This agree-
ment establishes a framework 
that supports the development 
of Bahraini professionals in 
high-demand fields, strength-
ening the bridge between ac-
ademic learning and industry 
application while fostering a 
knowledge-based economy in 
line with Bahrain’s Economic 
Vision 2030.

The partnership follows the 
tail of two impactful sessions 
led by DOO’s leadership team. Ali 
Mohsen, CEO of DOO, delivered 
an inspiring talk on “Vibe Cod-
ing” demonstrating how design-

ers can transform into builders 
capable of prototyping visions 
without deep engineering back-
grounds, while Yusuf AlHam-
ad, DOO’s Product Lead, shared 
insights on “The Engineering 
Evolution,” providing a compre-
hensive blueprint for students 
seeking to advance from Junior 
roles to Lead positions within 
tech teams.

These sessions have yielded 
tangible returns, with DOO re-

cruiting two talented GA grad-
uates into full-time roles with-
in their software engineering 
team. This success underscores 
the effectiveness of GA’s indus-
try-driven training in prepar-
ing students for high-demand 
roles in Bahrain’s fast-growing 
startup scene. It also highlights 
how deep industry engagement 
and real-world mentorship can 
translate swiftly into employ-
ment opportunities, reinforcing 

GA’s position as a vital talent 
pipeline for the region. 

  Commenting on the occa-
sion, Ms. Ahlam Oun, Director 
of Middle East Academies at 
General Assembly, stated, “Our 
collaboration with DOO is a 
shared mission to elevate Bah-
raini talent to the highest level. 
We’ve already seen the impact 
of this synergy, with multiple 
GA graduates joining the DOO 
team and thriving in their fast-

paced environment. What DOO 
has achieved as a startup is re-
markable, and by aligning GA’s 
training with their innovative 
approach to AI, we are ensuring 
Bahrainis don’t just join the tech 
sector—they lead it.”

This collaboration extends 
beyond traditional talent place-
ment by establishing a trans-
formative relationship between 
specialized education and Bah-
rain’s tech industry. By leverag-

ing GA Bahrain’s global work-
force development expertise 
and DOO’s AI-driven customer 
experience leadership, the in-
itiative offers Bahraini youth 
long-term career adaptability in 
high-growth tech sectors while 
supporting the country’s shift 
to a digital economy. The MoU 
underscores a shared commit-
ment to fostering innovation and 
driving sustainable economic 
growth through practical en-
gagement, empowering Bah-
rain’s youth to lead in the digital 
 era.

On his part, Mr. Hussain Haji, 
Chief Growth Officer of DOO, 
commented, “Partnering with 
General Assembly Bahrain is a 
strategic investment in the fu-
ture of Bahrain’s digital land-
scape. At DOO, we know that 
successful digital transforma-
tion relies on a workforce that is 
agile and technically proficient. 
By empowering Bahraini profes-
sionals through training directly 
connected to industry needs, we 
are ensuring they are equipped 
to lead in the digital economy.”

General Assembly Bahrain of-
fers a variety of specialized pro-
grams in software engineering, 
data analytics, user experience 
design, and emerging technol-
ogies, supported by Tamkeen. 
Since 2022, the academy has 
graduated 2,500 Bahrainis 
equipped to compete on local, 
regional and global levels.
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BENEFIT Introduces Advanced Payment 
Solution to Strengthen Fintech Ecosystem

TDT | Manama

Bahrain is witnessing a 
major transformation in 
its digital payments eco-

system, driven by strong growth 
in electronic transactions and 
continued financial innova-
tion, according to Abdulwahed 
Al-Janah, CEO of BENEFIT.

Over the past decade, the 
Kingdom has steadily moved 
away from cash-based pay-
ments toward a fully integrated 
digital financial environment. 
This shift gained momentum 
following the launch of the 
Electronic Fund Transfer Sys-
tem (EFTS) in 2015, which sig-
nificantly improved how money 
is transferred between individ-

uals and institutions.
In 2025, online transactions 

through the system reached 
494 million, marking a 10.7% 
increase compared to 2024. 
The total value of transactions 
rose to BD 37.5 billion, up 12.6% 
from BD 33.3 billion the pre-
vious year, reflecting growing 
confidence in digital payment  
solutions.

AlJanah noted that the COV-
ID-19 pandemic played a key 
role in accelerating digital adop-
tion, reshaping consumer be-
havior and increasing reliance 
on secure, efficient financial 
technologies.

As part of its ongoing inno-
vation strategy, BENEFIT has 
launched a digital direct debit 

service through the “Fawateer” 
platform on the BENEFITPay 
app. The service marks a new 
phase in Bahrain’s financial 
digital transformation and 
supports the Central Bank of 
Bahrain’s vision to position the 
Kingdom as a regional fintech 
hub.

The new service improves 
operational efficiency by au-
tomating authorization and 
collection processes, reducing 
manual work, lowering admin-
istrative costs, and minimizing 
human error. It also enhances 
cash flow management through 
automated and scheduled pay-
ments.

Replacing traditional pa-
per-based procedures, the sys-

tem enables instant digital ap-
provals with enhanced security 
measures and verified customer 
data, helping reduce fraud risks 
while promoting sustainability 
through a paperless approach.

Technically, the solution 
is built on API-based inte-
gration and complies with 
ISO 20022 standards, ena-
bling seamless connectivi-
ty between billing systems, 
ERP platforms, and financial  
institutions.

BENEFIT reaffirmed its com-
mitment to advancing Bahrain’s 
digital payments infrastructure 
and strengthening the King-
dom’s position as a leading re-
gional center for fintech inno-
vation and the digital economy.Abdulwahed Al-Janah, CEO of BENEFIT.

Apple's Tim Cook to step down as CEO after 15-year run
San Francisco, United States

Apple's Tim Cook will step 
down as the California 

tech giant's chief executive 
this year, handing the top job to 
a company veteran as it 
navigates a technolo-
gy landscape being 
upended by AI.

The 65-year-
old Cook, who 
ran Apple for 
15 years after 
taking the reins 
from its visionary 

co-founder Steve 
Jobs, will be suc-
ceeded by John 
Ternus, a senior 
vice president of 
hardware engi-

neering.
T h e  a n -

nouncement on Monday an-
swered long-simmering ques-
tions about who would replace 
Cook, who said he will step 
down in September to become 
the board's executive chairman.

"It has been the greatest priv-
ilege of my life to be the CEO of 
Apple and to have been trusted 
to lead such an extraordinary 
company," Cook said in a state-
ment.

Early Tuesday, the outgoing 
chief executive received a trib-
ute of sorts from Donald Trump, 
a self-professed "big fan" of 

Cook, as the tech leader built a 
pragmatic relationship with the 
US president.

"I was very impressed with 
myself to have the head of Apple 
calling to 'kiss my ass'," Trump 
said.

Last year, Cook gifted Trump 
a gold and glass sculpture during 
a meeting in the Oval Office and 
announced an additional $100 
billion investment in American 
manufacturing, and in October 
Apple agreed to remove an app 
that could track US immigration 
agents.

"Tim Cook had an AMAZING 
career, almost incomparable," 
Trump added.

- $4 trillion company
Cook joined Apple in 1998, 

rising through the ranks and 
helping drive its success as chief 
operating officer coordinating 
the iPhone maker’s complex 
supply chain.

He became chief executive in 
2011 after Jobs left because of 
health issues.

Cook is credited with ex-
panding Apple’s product line 

and ramping up the company’s 
value to around $4 trillion based 
on current share prices.

He was the mastermind of the 
strategy that made China the 
primary manufacturing base 
for Apple devices, with the vast 
majority of iPhones assembled 
by Foxconn and other contract 
suppliers in Chinese factories.

“Tim’s unprecedented and 
outstanding leadership has 
transformed Apple into the 
world’s best company,” outgoing 
board chairman Arthur Levin-
son said in the statement.

Bahrain eyes stronger economic 
cooperation with France

TDT | Manama

Bahrain has become a key 
gateway for trade and 
investment flows to and 

from regional markets, Chair-
man of the Bahrain Chamber, 
Nabeel Khalid Kanoo stated on 
Monday, highlighting the king-
dom’s economic resilience amid 
regional tensions.

The chairman made the re-
marks during a meeting with 
French Ambassador to Bahrain 
Eric Giraud-Telme, noting that 
the private sector’s dynamism 

and its alignment with govern-
ment policies had strengthened 
the national economy’s ability to 
absorb external shocks.

Kanoo stated that the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa has 
played a central role in empow-
ering the private sector and en-
hancing its resilience in the face 
of current challenges.

He added that the integration 
of government policies with pri-
vate sector initiatives, along with 
the role of financial institutions, 
had contributed to maintaining 

market stability despite geopo-
litical pressures.

Kanoo said recent Iranian 
attacks targeting Bahrain had 
demonstrated the strength 
and cohesion of the nation-
al economy, underscoring its 
capacity to adapt to external  
pressures.

He also highlighted growing 
economic ties with France, say-
ing bilateral trade reached $757.9 
million in 2025, marking a 76.7% 
increase compared with the pre-
vious year.

Kanoo called for expanding 

joint projects between Bahraini 
and French private sectors, par-
ticularly in high-value indus-
tries, finance and priority eco-
nomic sectors, to deepen invest-
ment partnerships and support 
sustainable growth.

For his part, the French am-
bassador congratulated the 
chamber’s newly elected board 
and expressed optimism about 
further strengthening bilateral 
ties, citing opportunities to ex-
pand investment cooperation 
and explore new areas of eco-
nomic integration.
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Tough Times in the Two 
Straits

The two straits 
no longer merely 
divide land; they 
are beginning to 

divide a fragile 
global order.

If these 
waterways are 

choked by conflict, 
the consequences 

will not remain 
regional—they 

will ripple across 
continents, 

economies, and 
everyday lives. 

The Islamabad talks of April 11–12 made no headway to-
wards a viable solution to the West Asia war. And, the 
U.S. naval blockade of the Strait of Hormuz since April 

13 has only tightened the geopolitical knot.
While the world waited for the unravelling of the knot, during 

the ceasefire, a new and troubling dimension emerged. Days 
before the talks, former Iranian foreign minister and veteran 
diplomat Ali Akbar Velayati warned, “Today, the unified com-
mand of the Resistance 
front views Bab al-Man-
deb as it does Hormuz.”

This veiled threat—im-
plying that Iran’s Houthi 
allies in Yemen could 
disrupt traffic through 
another critical shipping 
corridor—has caused 
widespread concern. So 
far, little reassurance has 
followed.

History underscores 
the significance of these 
waterways. The Strait of 
Hormuz—just 39 kilome-
ters wide at its narrowest 
point between Iran and 
Oman—derives its name 
from a Middle Persian 
rendering of Ahura Maz-
da, the Zoroastrian dei-
ty of wisdom and light. 
Others link it to the King-
dom of Hormuz, which 
emerged in the 11th centu-
ry under the Kerman Sel-
juk Sultanate. It later be-
came a client state of the 
16th-century Portuguese 
Empire, whose eastern 
holdings stretched across 
ports such as Diu, Surat, 
Goa, and Cochin.

The Bab al-Mandeb 
Strait, only 26 kilometers 
wide at its narrowest, lies 
between Yemen on the 
Arabian Peninsula and 
Djibouti and Eritrea in the 
Horn of Africa. Its name— 
“Gate of Tears”—reflects its treacherous currents, reefs, and 
long history of maritime peril. Legend even speaks of an earth-
quake that once separated the landmasses, claiming many lives.

Today, these straits are not merely geographic features but 
lifelines of the global economy. The Strait of Hormuz carries 
about 20% of the world’s oil supply, making it the most critical 
energy chokepoint on the planet. Bab al-Mandeb, through 
which roughly 12% of global trade flows, is a vital link between 
the Red Sea and the Suez Canal, serving as a key artery for 
commerce between Asia and Europe.

One is already choking the global economy, and let us hope 
the world leaders do not let the other follow the same path.  

These routes are indispensable not only for major energy 
consumers like China and India but also for dozens of other 
countries. Countries in the Bab al-Mandeb region, including 
Sudan, Eritrea, and Yemen, play a role in sustaining its vast 
energy needs.

Yet these same channels of global sustenance are now under 
threat. Rising tensions risk turning them into flashpoints ca-
pable of disrupting entire economies.

Oil prices are already climbing, shipping insurance costs 
are surging, and supply chains are straining under uncer-
tainty—pressures that inevitably fuel inflation and instability 
worldwide.

The two straits no longer merely divide land; they are begin-
ning to divide a fragile global order.

If these waterways are choked by conflict, the consequences 
will not remain regional—they will ripple across continents, 
economies, and everyday lives. 

The choice before the world is stark: allow strategic corridors 
to become instruments of coercion, or preserve them as shared 
lifelines for humanity.

Reason must prevail over brinkmanship. Cooperation over 
confrontation. For if these narrow passages close, the world 
may find that the cost of conflict is far wider than the straits 
themselves.

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Daily Tribune)

War cries 
loom large

US and 
Iran 
warn 
they are 
ready for 
war 

 'Agreed' to attend talks 

Trump told PBS News that 
Iran was "supposed to 

be there" at the talks in Pa-
kistan.

"We agreed to be there," 
he said, warning that if the 
ceasefire expired "then lots 
of bombs start going off".

H e  s e p a r a t e l y  t o l d 
Bloomberg News it was 

"highly unlikely" he would 
extend the two-week truce.

Based on its start time, 
the truce theoretically ex-
pires overnight on Tues-
day, Tehran time, although 
Trump said in his comments 
to Bloomberg the end was 
a day later, on Wednesday 
evening Washington time.

Pakistan says ceasefire ends at 2350 GMT Tuesday

Trump said would only expire a day later

A two-week ceasefire be-
tween the United States 

and Iran would expire at 2350 
GMT on Tuesday, meditator 
Pakistan said.

"Ceasefire ends at 4:50 am 
PST, 22 April," Information 

Minister Attaullah Tarar post-
ed on X, referring to Pakistan 
Standard Time.

The truce has been expect-
ed to end overnight Tues-
day, though in comments to 
Bloomberg, US President Don-

ald Trump said it would only 
expire a day later, on Wednes-
day evening Washington  
time.

Trump said it was "highly 
unlikely" he would agree to 
extend it.

Trump accuses Iran of violating ceasefire 'numerous times'

No Iranian delegation has 
departed for Pakistan yet: state TV
AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iranian state television said 
yesterday that no Iranian del-

egation had yet departed for 
talks with the United States in 
Pakistan.

"So far, no delegation from 
Iran has departed for Islama-
bad, Pakistan; whether it is the 
main or subsidiary delegation, 
primary or secondary," state 
TV said, dismissing reports sug-
gesting otherwise.

It quoted unnamed Iranian 
officials as saying that taking 
part of the negotiations "de-
pends on the change in the be-
haviour and positions of the 
Americans."

US-Iran ‘mistake’
French President Emmanuel 

Macron called the Iranian and 
US blockades of the Strait of 
Hormuz “a mistake on both 
sides”.

Recovering Iranian 
uranium will be 
'difficult': Trump 

US President Donald 
Trump said Monday 

the United States obtaining 
uranium from Iran would 
be "long" and "difficult" in 
the aftermath of last year's 
US strikes on Tehran's nu-
clear sites.

"Operation Midnight 
Hammer was a complete 
and total obliteration of the 
Nuclear Dust sites in Iran," 
Trump wrote on his Truth 
Social platform, adding: 
"Therefore, digging it out 
will be a long and difficult 
process."

The US leader regularly 
uses the term "nuclear dust" 
to refer to Iran's stock of 
enriched uranium but he 
has also sometimes used it 
to refer to material left from 
US strikes on Iran's nuclear 
facilities.

More than 20 
Iranian ‘shadow 
vessels’ transit 
past US blockade 

On Tuesday, shipping 
industry intelligence 

site Lloyd’s List reported 
that more than 20 Ira-
nian so-called “shadow 
vessels”, had transited 
past the US blockade.

The channel in peace-
time sees around 120 dai-
ly transits, according to 
the site.

Hormuz blockade stays 
until deal: Trump 
President Donald Trump 

said the United States 
would not lift its blockade 
of Iranian ports until Teh-
ran had agreed a peace deal 
to end the war.“THE BLOCK-
ADE, which we will not take 

off until there is a ‘DEAL,’ is 
absolutely destroying Iran,” 
Trump said on social media. 
“They are losing $500 Mil-
lion Dollars a day, an unsus-
tainable number, even in the 
short run.”
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Source: AFP analysis of data from Kpler, Global Fishing Watch, SkyLight, Copernicus
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HOW SHIPS CARRYING IRANIAN OIL 
CIRCUMVENT SANCTIONS

The transfer of cargo between

ships makes it possible to

conceal the origin of the oil.
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Source: IMF/Portwatch (latest available data as of April 16, 2026)
*Some ships switch o� their transponders so they won’t be detected and therefore aren’t counted.

Number of ships passing via the strait
each day, according to their Automatic
Identification System (AIS) signal*
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Pedro Álvares Cabral is the first 
European to discover Brazil, 
landing near Monte Pascoal and 
claiming it for Portugal

Holocaust Memorial 
Museum dedicated in 

Washington, D.C.

7,000 Tutsi are slaugh-
tered by Hutus in the sta-
dium at Kibuye, Rwanda

Paris Agreement on climate change is signed in New York, 
binding 195 nations to limit the increase in the global 

average temperature to less than 2°C above pre-industrial 
levels and to pursue efforts to limit the increase to 1.5°C
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You are the master of 
your own destiny. 

Never give up on your-
self and never believe 
that you’re a victim of 
circumstances...no mat-
ter what hand you were 
dealt, you have the re-
sponsibility to play as 
well as you can.

@VP

Heartfelt  congrat-
u l a t i o n s  t o  M r. 

Rumen Radev and his 
party “Progressive Bul-
garia” for their victory in 
the recently concluded 
parliamentary elections 
in Bulgaria. I look for-
ward with anticipation 
to working together to 
further strengthen the 
friendly and multifacet-
ed ties between India and 
Bulgaria, as well as our 
broader cooperation in 
the region.

@narendramodi

Indigenous Peoples are 
bearers of cultures, 

knowledge & ways of 
life that have sustained 
humanity for thousands 
of years.

Their individual & 
collective rights must be 
respected.

Lets work to realize 
Indigenous Peoples’ 
rights everywhere & 
build a better future of 
all humanity.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02Truce clock 
ticks down

Uncertainty 
lingers over 
talks President 
Trump said 
would resume 
in Pakistan

The White House said Vice President JD Vance was ready to fly back to 
Islamabad, which was preparing for a second round of talks on ending 
the war that has engulfed the Middle East and shaken global markets.
However, Tehran’s government declined to confirm that it would par-

ticipate and accused the United States of violating the truce through its 
blockade of Iranian ports and seizure of a ship.

“Gift” to 
Iran from 

China
United States said  
had intercepted 
a ship carrying a 

"gift" to Iran from 
China as Tehran 

tries to restock its 
military during the 

ceasefire.

The ship had 
“a gift from 
China” which 
“wasn’t very 
nice,” Trump 
told CNBC. “I 
was a little 
surprised,” 
he added, 
saying he 

thought he 
had an “un-

derstanding” 
with China’s 
President Xi 

Jinping.

Iran state TV says ceasefire to expire at midnight GMTw

In % of  LNG* exports passing through the strait in the first quarter 2025 

Source: US Energy Information  Adminstration     *Liquified natural gas
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An army personnel stands guard at the Red Zone area ahead of anticipated US-Iran peace talks in Islamabad 

Iranian state TV said a 
ceasefire with the United 
States in force since April 

8 would expire at 3:30 am to-
day, Tehran time (0000 GMT 

Tuesday).
The timing is consistent with 

when the 14-day truce went 
into effect, though US Presi-
dent Donald Trump recently 

said it would end a day later, 
on Wednesday evening Wash-
ington time. Mediator Paki-
stan, meanwhile, has said the 
ceasefire will end at 2350 GMT 

Tues-
day.

Lebanon raises Israel-Hezbollah war death toll to 2,454

US says it intercepted sanctioned oil 
vessel in Asia-Pacific
AFP | Washington, United States

The US Defense Department 
said yesterday that its forces 

intercepted and boarded a "state-
less sanctioned" vessel as part 
of Washington's efforts against 
networks that provide support 
to Iran.

"Overnight, US forces conduct-
ed a right-of-visit, maritime in-
terdiction and boarding of the 
stateless sanctioned M/T Tifani 
without incident in the INDOPA-
COM area of responsibility," the 
department posted on its X page.

The statement said the United 
States was determined "to dis-
rupt illicit networks and inter-
dict sanctioned vessels providing 
material support to Iran -- any-

where they operate."
The exact location of the op-

eration was not made clear. IN-
DOPACOM is the US Indo-Pacif-
ic Command, which oversees a 
broad region that includes the 
Pacific and Indian oceans.

The Tifani is a "Botswa-
na-flagged tanker," according to 
the intelligence firm Vanguard 
Tech, which said the vessel was 
intercepted in the Indian Ocean.

Its last signal was detected on 
Tuesday halfway between Sri 
Lanka and the Strait of Malacca, 
according to the maritime track-
ing website Marine Traffic.

"International waters are not a 
refuge for sanctioned vessels," the 
Pentagon said in its post, which 
included video footage showing 

h e l i c o p -
t e r s  h o v -
e r i n g  j u s t 
above a large, 
bright orange  
tanker.

A c c o r d i n g 
to energy in-
telligence firm 
Kpler, the vessel 
had loaded approx-
imately two million 
barrels of crude on 
Iran's Kharg Island 
on April 5 and passed 
through the Strait of 
Hormuz on April 9. Its 
tracking signal indi-
cated it was heading 
toward Singapore.

AH-64 Apaches flying above the Strait of Hormuz during a patrol
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Harvey Weinstein 
was once one of 

Hollywood’s most 
powerful producers, 

co-founding Miramax 
and helping bring films 

like Pulp Fiction and 
Shakespeare in Love to 

global success. How-
ever, his career col-

lapsed after multiple 
allegations of sexual 

misconduct surfaced in 
2017, leading to crim-
inal convictions and a 
major catalyst for the 
#MeToo movement.

KNOW

BETTER

Rape retrial hears Weinstein 
‘preyed’ on aspiring US actress

He is being retried on a count of third-degree rape against Mann 

• Weinstein, 74, is 
already imprisoned for 
other sex offenses

• Mann’s childhood 
background of abuse 
and a sexual assault 
made her the “perfect 
target” for Weinstein

AFP | New York, United States

Prosecutors in the rape 
retrial of disgraced US 
movie mogul  Harvey 

Weinstein told Tuesday how 
he wielded his power to prey 
on then-aspiring actress Jessica  
Mann.

Weinstein, a central figure of 
abuse allegations that spurred 
the MeToo movement, appeared 
at the New York City courtroom 
wheelchair-bound due to ill 
health.

He is being retried on a count 
of third-degree rape against 
Mann that allegedly happened in 
2013 in a Manhattan hotel room.

Last June, a judge declared a 
mistrial on the charge after the 
jury foreperson refused to re-
turn to deliberate the case amid 
a jury-room feud.

Weinstein, 74, is already im-
prisoned for other sex offenses, 
so he will remain behind bars 
regardless of the retrial verdict.

“This case will come down to 
power, to control and manipu-

lation,” said Assistant District 
Attorney Candace White.

She told how Weinstein used 
his Hollywood clout to take 
advantage of Mann -- then a 
27-year-old “barely scraping by” 
-- including by enticing her with 
a role in a movie that she had no 
chance of getting.

Mann’s childhood background 
of abuse and a sexual assault 
made her the “perfect target” 
for Weinstein, the prosecutor 
told the jury.

“The defendant preyed upon 

a fragile and sheltered young 
woman,” White said.

Weinstein, who wore a suit, 
appeared engaged through the 
proceedings and watched along 
as lawyers delivered their open-
ing statements.

His attorney Jacob Kaplan 
sought to dismiss Mann’s rape 
allegation by pointing to four 
years of contact between her and 
Weinstein, ending after other 
actresses came forward with 
claims against him in 2017.

He countered that the case is 

actually “about consent, about 
choice and about regret.”

Kaplan said the pair had a con-
sensual sexual relationship and 
pointed to “loving and support-
ive” messages they exchanged 
by email.

“This case will be her word 
against her own word,” he said, 
arguing that Mann masked her 
ties with Weinstein as “she 
didn’t want others to think that 
she was sleeping her way to suc-
cess.”

 Avalanche of allegations
The trial is set to demon-

strate the power dynamics of 
the movie industry, particularly 
for young women, as well as the 
complexities of rape trials.

In a bid to clarify Mann’s re-
lationship with Weinstein, the 
prosecution said it will call a 
forensic psychologist to explain 
the sometimes “counterintui-
tive behavior” of sexual assault 
victims.

Weinstein is already serving 
a 16-year prison term in a Cal-
ifornia case for the rape of a 
European actress more than a 
decade ago.

He is appealing that convic-
tion, and another from the trial 
in June.

Before their foreperson quit, 
the jury convicted Weinstein 
of sexual assault against movie 
producer Miriam Haley and ac-
quitted him of the same alleged 
crime against Polish-born ac-
tress Kaja Sokola.

Weinstein has hired a new le-
gal team including Marc Agnifi-
lo, who represents high profile 
figures including rapper Sean 
“Diddy” Combs.

The Oscar-winning Weinstein 
has claimed to be under threat at 
the notorious Rikers Island jail 
complex in the Bronx where he 
is being held, leaving him mostly 
in solitary confinement.

“I’m constantly threatened 
and derided. I wouldn’t last long 
out there,” he told the Holly-
wood Reporter at the start of 
the year.

Weinstein was known for his 
fiery temper, and the industry 
had long been rife with sugges-
tions that he took advantage of 
his power to sexually exploit 
women.

In 2017, blockbuster inves-
tigations by the New Yorker 
and the New York Times laid 
bare a series of claims by young 
women that triggered an av-
alanche of allegations from 
more than 80 complainants and 
prompted the global MeToo  
movement.

Former Hollywood film producer Harvey Weinstein appears in Manhattan Supreme Court during his retrial in New York City

90
Hungary’s outgoing 

nationalist leader Viktor 
Orban had held up a much 

needed 90-million-euro 
($105 million) loan for 

Ukraine

Ukraine ready to restart Russian oil supplies to Europe
• Kyiv can restart 
pumping Russian oil to 
the two EU countries 
as soon as it gets a 
formal request

• Zelensky has 
made no secret of his 
staunch opposition 
to the fact that some 
EU members still buy 
Russian oil and gas

AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

Ukraine has repaired the 
damaged Druzhba pipe-

line that carries Russian oil to 
Europe and is ready to resume 
supplies -- unblocking what Kyiv 
hopes was the last hurdle to se-
curing tens of billions of euros in 
support from Brussels.

The pipeline has been at the 
centre of a standoff between 
Hungary and Slovakia, which 
still import Russian oil via the 
pipeline, Ukraine, and the Eu-
ropean Union.

Kyiv can restart pumping Rus-
sian oil to the two EU countries 
as soon as it gets a formal re-
quest, a source in Kyiv told AFP.

Hungary's outgoing nation-

alist leader Viktor Orban had 
held up a much needed 90-mil-
lion-euro ($105 million) loan for 
Ukraine as leverage to pressure 
Kyiv to resume deliveries, accus-
ing it of stalling repairs.

His defeat in elections earlier 
this month was seen as paving 
the way for the money to be un-
locked.

"Ukraine has completed re-
pair work on the section of the 
Druzhba oil pipeline that was 

damaged by a Russian strike," 
Zelensky wrote in a statement 
published on social media.

"The pipeline can resume op-
eration," he added.

Ukraine said the pipeline was 
damaged late January by Rus-
sian strikes.

Kyiv had vowed to repair it, 
but Zelensky warned on Tues-
day that Moscow's forces could 
attack the pipeline again.

Hungary and Slovakia -- 

among the most Kremlin-sym-
pathetic EU member states -- had 
accused Kyiv of dragging its feet 
over the repairs.

Zelensky has made no secret 
of his staunch opposition to the 
fact that some EU members still 
buy Russian oil and gas -- a key 
source of revenue for Moscow to 
fund its invasion launched more 
than four years ago.

Zelensky urges more Russia 
sanctions

Shortly after confirming re-
pairs had been complete, Zelen-
sky spoke with EU Commission 
chief Ursula von der Leyen over 
the fate of the long-delayed 
90-billion-euro loan.

"It is important that we begin 
receiving them soon. All neces-
sary steps on Ukraine's side have 
been taken," he said on social 
media after the call.

Talking to reporters in Lux-
embourg, EU foreign policy chief 
Kaja Kallas said: "We expect 
an agreement in 24 hours. So I 
don't want to jinx it. I hope that 
everything goes well."

"Hopefully all the obstacles 
are removed," she added.

A source in Zelensky's office 
told AFP Kyiv could start pump-
ing oil immediately.

"It's a technical matter -- once 
there is a request for pumping, 
it will start working," they said.

Kyiv has also stepped up its 
aerial attacks on Russian energy 
sites in recent months with the 
aim of bleeding Russian exports 
-- an effort Kyiv refers to as its 
own "long-range sanctions."

Kyiv needs the EU funds 
to plug looming holes in its 
budget, but has managed to se-
cure enough money from other 
backers while Budapest stalled 
the loan.

The bloc's 27 members need to 

unanimously approve an amend-
ment to its budget to get the loan 
going.

EU chief Antonio Costa wel-
comed Zelensky's announce-
ment.

"Thank you President (Zelen-
sky) for delivering, as agreed: 
repairing the Druzhba pipeline 
and restoring its operation," he 
said on social media.

Despite announcing the reo-
pening of the pipeline, Zelensky 
called on Ukraine's allies to step 
up sanctions on Moscow and to 
source new energy suppliers.

"We must continue systematic 
sanctions pressure on Russia 
over this war and work on fur-
ther diversifying energy supplies 
to Europe," Zelensky said in the 
statement.

"Europe must be independent 
from those who seek to destroy 
or weaken it," he added.

 Firefighters extinguish a fire following a Russian UAVs attack in the city of Sumy amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine
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Global migration is a 
major demographic 

force: according to the 
United Nations, there 

were about 281 million 
international migrants 

worldwide in 2020, 
meaning roughly 1 in 
every 30 people lives 
outside their country 

of birth.

KNOW

BETTER

Israeli settler gunfire 
kills two including teen: 
Palestinian Authority

AFP | Ramallah, Palestinian 
Territories

The Palestinian Authority 
said Israeli settler gunfire 

killed two Palestinians, includ-
ing a 14-year-old boy, on Tues-
day in the central occupied 
West Bank, while the Israeli 
military said it was reviewing 
the incident.

An AFP photographer saw 
the bodies at the morgue of the 
hospital in Ramallah where 
they were taken soon after the 
incident.

“Two martyrs were killed by 
settler gunfire in Al-Mughayy-
ir, east of Ramallah... and three 
others were injured,” the Pal-
estinian health ministry said, 
confirming the deaths pre-
viously reported by the Red 
Crescent.

The health ministry iden-
tified the dead Palestinians 
as 14-year-old Aws Hamdi 

Al-Naasan and 32-year-old Ji-
had Marzouq Abu Naim, both 
from Al-Mughayyir.

At the hospital, distraught 
and weeping relatives crowded 
around the bodies, which were 
draped in Palestinian flags.

The Israeli military said it 
was “aware of the claim re-
garding two Palestinians who 
were killed, and additional in-
juries” in Al-Mughayyir and 
added that the circumstanc-
es of the incident were under 
review. It said soldiers were 
dispatched to the area “follow-
ing a report of rock hurling to-
wards an Israeli vehicle carry-
ing several civilians, including 
a reserve soldier, who exited 
the vehicle and opened fire at 
suspects in the area”.

It said troops arrived at the 
scene and “acted to disperse 
the violent confrontation”, 
without providing further de-
tails.

Relatives mourn at a hospital in Ramallah, where their loved ones were 
taken after being killed in alleged Israeli settler gunfire in the village of Al-
Mughayyir, east of Ramallah in the Israeli-occupied West Bank

Germany, Italy reject suspending 
EU-Israel cooperation deal
EU last year already put on the table a raft of potential measures to punish Israel

 

• So far none of 
the steps laid out by 
Brussels has garnered 
enough support from 
member states to be 
put into action.

AFP | Luxembourg, Luxembourg

Germany and Italy yester-
day rebuffed calls to sus-
pend an EU cooperation 

deal with Israel, despite rising 
anger over the war in Lebanon 
and the situation in the West 
Bank.

Spain and Ireland had put the 
issue of halting the June 2000 
agreement back on the table at a 
meeting of EU foreign ministers 
in Luxembourg.

German Foreign Minister Jo-
hann Wadephul called the pro-
posal “inappropriate”.

“We have to talk with Isra-
el about the critical issues,” he 
said, adding: “That has to be 
done in a critical, constructive 
dialogue with Israel.”

Italian counterpart Antonio 
Tajani pushed back as well, say-
ing that “no decision will be 
taken today”.

Attitudes towards Israel 
among EU member states, al-
ready hardened over its con-
duct in the war in Gaza, have 
stiffened further after the Is-
raeli invasion of Lebanon and 
a new law on the death penalty 
for Palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank.

“We need to act. We need to ma
ke sure that our fundamental val-
ues are protected,” Irish Foreign 
Minister Helen McEntee said.

Reticence

Facing alarm at the civilian 
toll exacted in the Gaza war, the 
EU last year already put on the 
table a raft of potential meas-
ures to punish Israel, including 
cutting trade ties or sanctioning 
government ministers.

But so far none of the steps 
laid out by Brussels has gar-
nered enough support from 
member states to be put into 
action.

Suspending the entirety of the 
EU’s cooperation agreement re-
quires unanimity among the 
bloc’s 27 countries and would 
almost certainly be blocked by 
allies of Israel.

More feasible could be sus-

pending the part of the deal 
facilitating closer trade ties, a 
move that only requires support 
from a weighted majority of EU 
countries.

But  that  would require 
a shift in position from EU 
heavyweights Germany or  
Italy.

Rome had appeared to signal 
it could be open for a tougher 
line on Israel after it suspended 
a defence agreement.

“The measures that we have 
already on the table that require 
qualified majority will require 
states shifting their position,” 
Kallas said after the meeting.

“We didn’t see that today, but 
these discussions will continue.”

Meanwhile, there were efforts 

to advance smaller measures 
instead.

France and Sweden re-upped 
an earlier call from some oth-
er EU countries for the bloc to 
consider halting the import 
of goods from Israeli settle-
ments in the occupied West 
Bank, which are considered 
illegal under international  
law.

A separate proposal for sanc-
tions on “extremist” Israeli set-
tlers in the West Bank had been 
vetoed by Hungary for months.

But the recent ouster of 
staunch Israel backer Viktor 
Orban in Hungarian elections 
has raised hopes among other 
EU countries that those could 
soon go into force.

Palestinian women walk past Israeli soldiers standing guard as a bulldozer uproots olive trees in a field belonging to 
Palestinians on the outskirts of the village of Al-Lubban ash-Sharqiya, south of Nablus in the occupied west bank

UK king pays tribute to ‘darling mama’ on 
late queen’s 100th birthday

AFP | London, United Kingdom

Britain’s King Charles on 
Tuesday paid a heartfelt 

tribute to his mother, the late 
queen Elizabeth II in a video 
message on what would have 
been her 100th birthday.

The king’s moving homage 
came as the final plans for a me-
morial for the nation’s longest 
serving monarch were unveiled.

Referring to Elizabeth as “dar-
ling mama”, Charles, 77, said she 

had “remained constant, stead-
fast and wholly devoted to the 
people she served” throughout 
her long life.

The monarch died aged 96 in 
September 2022, after a 70-year 
reign.

“Much about the times we 
now live in, I suspect, may have 
troubled her deeply, but I take 
heart from her belief that good-
ness will always prevail and 
that a brighter dawn is never 
far from the horizon,” the king 

said in his message.
“For as a young Princess Eliz-

abeth put it in her first ever pub-
lic broadcast, aged just 14, we 
can each play our part ‘to make 
the world of tomorrow a better 
and happier place’.

“It is a belief which I share, 
with all my heart,” he added.

The memorial to the queen 
will feature a statue by sculp-
tor Martin Jennings of her as a 
young woman dressed in cere-
monial robes.

The bronze likeness will take 
inspiration from a celebrated 
1955 portrait of her by Italian 
artist Pietro Annigoni.

The combined statue and 
plinth will stand 7.3 metres (24 
feet) high at the entrance to 
the memorial in London’s St 
James’s Park, close to Bucking-
ham Palace.

The king told architect Nor-
man Foster during a viewing 
at the British Museum that the 
design was “fantastic”.

Artist Martin Jennings (R) talks with Britain’s King Charles III (L) and Britain’s Queen Camilla (2R) about his scaled 
sculpture of Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II depicting her in her 20s, and dressed in the robes of the Order of the Garter, 
during a presentation for the final design recommendation for the Queen Elizabeth Memorial, at the British Museum in 
central London

7,900 people died, 
disappeared on migration 
routes in 2025: UN
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

Around 7,900 people died or 
disappeared on migration 

routes in 2025, taking the total 
dead and missing since 2014 
beyond 80,000, the United Na-
tions’ migration agency said 
Tuesday.

The UN’s International Or-
ganization for Migration said 
people were being forced into 
dangerous, irregular journeys 
when safe pathways were out 
of reach, and urged countries 
to find the political will to save 
more lives on migration routes.

The deaths or disappear-
ance of around “7,900 people 
were documented on global 
migration routes worldwide 
in 2025”, the IOM said.

The IOM’s Missing Migrants 
Project “has documented more 
than 80,000 deaths and disap-
pearances during migration 
since 2014,” the agency said.

“While these figures repre-
sent only the lowest boundary 
of the true number of affected 
people, they nonetheless un-
derscore the need for urgent 
action to end migrant deaths 
and address the complex needs 
of families left behind,” said 
the IOM.

The 7,904 deaths and dis-
appearances documented in 
2025 was lower than the 9,200 
figure given for 2024 -- the 
highest annual total on record.

Nonetheless, the IOM said 
the deaths and disappearanc-
es “mark a continuation and 

escalation of a global failure to 
end these preventable deaths”.

“2025 was marked by an un-
precedented level of aid cuts 
and restriction of informa-
tion on dangerous irregular 
routes, rendering more and 
more missing migrants invis-
ible,” it said.

US border changes
In the Americas, north-

bound movements along the 
Central American route fell 
sharply compared to 2024.

The primary reason is “the 
great change in migration pol-
icies by the US administration 
and the closure of the southern 
border”, said Maria Moita, the 
IOM’s humanitarian response 
and recovery director.
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Blockade Action

Lebanon Crisis Deepens

The Secretary-General 
of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), Jasem Mo-

hammed Al Budaiwi, reaffirmed 
the “historical and strong” ties 
between GCC countries and 
Lebanon, stressing continued 
support for Lebanon’s security, 
stability, sovereignty, and devel-
opment aspirations.

Speaking at a seminar titled 
“GCC–Lebanon Relations: Chal-
lenges and Incentives” held at 
the GCC General Secretariat in 
Riyadh, Al Budaiwi said the Gulf 
views Lebanon as an integral 
part of the Arab world and a key 
pillar of regional stability.

He reiterated the GCC’s con-
sistent position in backing Leb-
anese state institutions and sup-
porting full implementation of 
UN Security Council Resolution 

1701, as well as efforts to extend 
state authority across all Leba-
nese territory and restrict weap-
ons to official forces.

Al Budaiwi noted that Leba-
non faces multiple challenges, 
including economic crisis, in-
frastructure damage, and hu-
manitarian pressures following 

recent escalations that caused 
large-scale displacement and 
casualties. He stressed the need 
for urgent international support 
to stabilize the country and pro-
mote recovery.

He added that GCC support for 
Lebanon is part of a shared inter-
national responsibility, empha-

sizing that long-term stability 
depends on strengthening state 
institutions, securing borders, 
and combating illegal activities.

The GCC chief concluded 
that the Gulf will  remain 
a  c o m m i t t e d  p a r t n e r  t o 
Lebanon, expressing hope 
that the seminar will produce 
practical recommendations 
t o  s u p p o r t  L e b a n o n 
politically, economically, and 
humanitarianly.

GCC Urges International Action to Support Crisis-Hit Lebanon

“We view Lebanon as an 
integral part of the Arab 
world and a key pillar of 

regional stability.”
JASEM MOHAMMED AL BUDAIWI

Diplomacy Only Path to 
End Regional Crises

Qatar has reaffirmed its 
commitment to diplomat-

ic engagement and regional 
stability, stressing continued 
coordination with interna-
tional and regional partners 
amid rising geopolitical ten-
sions.

Advisor to the Prime Minis-
ter and Official Spokesperson 
for the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Dr. Majed bin Moham-
med Al Ansari said Qatar re-
mains in regular contact with 
various parties, including 
the United States, to monitor 
developments and support 
efforts aimed at achieving a 
peaceful resolution to ongoing 
crises.

Speaking at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs weekly brief-
ing, Al Ansari expressed Qa-
tar’s full backing for Pakistan’s 

diplomatic efforts, noting that 
consultations are ongoing and 
that it is premature to judge 
the outcome of negotiations, 
which continue to receive 
broad international support.

He said Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states are 
maintaining close coordina-
tion given the direct impact 
of the situation on regional 
security and stability.

Addressing the Strait of 
Hormuz, Al Ansari warned 
that any disruption or closure 
would escalate the crisis into 
a global issue, affecting energy 
supplies, logistics chains, and 
global markets. He described 
keeping the waterway open as 
a shared international respon-
sibility and reaffirmed Qatar’s 
role in supporting maritime 
security and market stability.

Dubai Nears Completion 
of Massive Beach 

Development Project

As part of Dubai’s ongo-
ing plan to make the 
city the best place to 

live in the world by 2040, a 
AED 3 billion Dubai Beaches 
Development Plan was previ-
ously approved to increase the 
capacity of Dubai’s beaches for 
tourists and visitors by 170%.

Work on the project is al-
ready underway, with con-
struction teams continuing 
their progress without delay 
or slowdown.

A key project under the 
strategy, the Mamzar Beach 
Development, was recently 

inspected as it nears comple-
tion. It is set to become one of 
Dubai’s most attractive family 
beach destinations, capable of 
accommodating 7 million visi-
tors annually across a 4 million 
square feet area.

Officials confirmed that de-
velopment projects are ongo-
ing, work will not stop, and 
the pace will continue to ac-
celerate in line with Dubai’s 
development agenda.

They added that future 
phases will be even larger and 
more ambitious, reinforcing 
the city’s long-term vision.

Syria’s President 
Begins Gulf Tour

Syria’s President Ahmad Al 
Shara began a Gulf tour with 

an official visit to Saudi Arabia 
on Tuesday, according to his 
office.

In Jeddah, Al Shara held talks 
with  Saudi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman, focusing 
on strengthening bilateral re-
lations and discussing regional 
developments.

Syrian state media said the 
visit forms part of a wider Gulf 
tour, although other destina-
tions have not yet been con-
firmed. Discussions reportedly 
included economic coopera-

tion, investment opportunities, 
and regional connectivity pro-
jects.

Prince Saud bin Mishaal, 
Deputy Governor of the Mak-
kah Region, received Al Shara 
in Jeddah, along with senior 
officials including the city’s 
mayor, the regional police chief, 
and representatives from the 
royal court.

Saudi Arabia has emerged 
as a key investor in post-2024 
Syria following Al Shara’s rise 
to power after leading a rebel 
offensive that ousted former 
President Bashar Al Assad.

Dubai Ruler Shaikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum 
inspects ongoing development works

Reopening of Hamad 
International Airport

Qatar has begun a phased 
reopening of Hamad 
International Airport 

(HIA) to foreign airlines, mark-
ing a major step toward re-
storing full aviation operations 
after nearly two months of dis-
ruption linked to the US–Iran 
conflict.

The Qatar Civil Aviation 
Authority (QCAA) said the de-
cision follows a comprehen-
sive safety and security review 
conducted with relevant na-
tional agencies. It confirmed 
that all flights will operate un-
der strict international safe-
ty standards with enhanced 
precautionary measures for 
passengers and aviation staff.

Qatar closed its airspace 

on February 28, 2026, after 
regional tensions escalated, 
forcing the suspension of 
commercial flights. A limited 
reopening began in March, 
allowing evacuation, repatri-
ation, and cargo operations. 
Qatar Airways later resumed 
transit services on March 18, 
restoring partial connectivity 
through Doha.

All flights will 
operate under 

strict international 
safety standards 

with enhanced 
precautionary 

measures for 
passengers and 

aviation staff.

U.S. forces patrol the Arabian Sea near the M/V Touska, as the Iranian-
flagged vessel undergoes inspection following a boarding operation by U.S. 
Marines after an alleged attempt to breach a naval blockade.
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vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33243624 or safehul-
lah@gmail.com
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FLAME-CUT-
TER(HAND), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 36937988 or 
MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
UNICORP GULF CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of PIPEFITTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39793339 or REZA@UNICORP-
WLL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
JEREH GROUP MIDDLE EAST BAH-
RAIN Branch of a Foreign Company 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 77904677 or 
ZHONGSHU.GAN@JEREH.COM
ROSETTA BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
CONSULTANTS  W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33145556 or ROSETTACONSULT-
BH@GMAIL.COM
SVITZER BAHRAIN W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TUG-
BOAT MASTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66958580 or 
ahmad.hamdy@svitzer.com
NANO CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MAIN-
TENANCE CLERK, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17227206 or 
GEEPASBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACT-
ING COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MECHANICAL 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
Zamzam spring for distribution fresh-
water has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33313181 or ZAM-
ZAM_SPRING@HOTMAIL.COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACT-
ING COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MECHANICAL 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
MY CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CHEF, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66666730 or 
info@mycafebh.com
MIDDLE STAR TECHNOLOGIES CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33942551 or 
MIDSTAR.SAT@GMAIL.COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FITTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
Strong Force-MGC W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36065102 or jessica@alghanah.com
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FITTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
BAB AL BAHRAIN RESTAURANT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66662171 
or BABALBAHRAINRESTAURANT@
GMAIL.COM

HIRSHAFIQ705@GMAIL.COM
VICNEZ FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34482910 or 
RANJANI8012@GMAIL.COM
FILE CONSTSRUCTION has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CONSTRUC-
TION WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39597061 or 
ashfoqraza29@gmail.com
JANET GANITO MANCAO has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 36428158 or 
MMMINHAS560@GMAIL.COM
LULU GULF PEARL CITY RESTAU-
RANT W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36760566 or SHAIKH.MUZAHIR789@
GMAIL.COM
HUMA LARAIB FOR PACKAGING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SUPERVISOR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39058640 
or HUMALARAIBB@GMAIL.COM
ONE DESK FOR BUSINESS SUPPORT 
SERVICES EST. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(SALES), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
38733190 or onedeskclearance@
gmail.com
TECHNICAL CONSTRUCTION COM-
PANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of PLUMBER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17730036 
or TCCBN@BATELCO.COM.BH
GULF GATE HOTEL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of RESTAURANT 
MANAGER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33500974 or RIL-
WAN25@GMAIL.COM
MUNASABAT AND SAYQ WEB OPER-
ATION AND DELIVERY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRIVER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
37722742 or ADMIN@SAYQ.APP
BOHO NAILS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MANICURIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
37911167 or yusuf.alradhi95@GMAIL.
COM
GOLDEN HOUSE GRILLS has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36425777 or Portline1@outlook.com
Jassim Mohammed Ali Abbas Zayer 
Services has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17785199 or JASSIMDOCU-
MENTS@GMAIL.COM
ALDOSARI AUTO GARAGE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ME-
CHANIC, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33366233 or AABDUL-
LA50222@GMAIL.COM
LENSPOKE BY CLEAR VISION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALES EXCUTIVE, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38384025 or 
ACCOUNTS@CLEARVISIONME.COM
BAIT ALASEEL RESTAURANT has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39829984 or 
MDALMANEA66@GMAIL.COM
COASTAL BELT INTERNATIONAL 
TOURISM & HOLIDAYS  W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33742975 or 
AZEEZBALKUNJE@YAHOO.COM
asia gate furniture has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36319954 or DKBAHRAIN2@GMAIL.
COM
NEXON COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39794951 or 
NEXONBAH@GMAIL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WELDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 

PROJECTS ACCESS SCAFFOLDING & 
FORMWORK CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SCAFFOLDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17737891 or jose@projectsac-
cess.net
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORK SUPERVISOR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17674319 
or DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET
Arabian Gulf Electro Mechanical Ser-
vices W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
37767097 or RAJESH@ARABIAN-
GULF-EMS.COM
M & Q MARKETING SERVICES CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
34569303 or QASOORAHMAD@
GMAIL.COM
PENIEL STAINLESS STEEL WLL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of AC-
COUNTANTS, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39698916 or PE-
NIELSTEEL12@GMAIL.COM
CHRIS WOLF BAHRAIN W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 35521716 or SIV-
APRAKASBH@GMAIL.COM
NISHANT SHOE CARE SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 37226930 or ABU-
MUSSA99@GMAIL.COM
Glamorous Plus Decor has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PAINTER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33337073 or glam-
orous.pluss@gmail.com
MEALITZA GRILLED CHICKEN W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CHEF, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 32267458 or SIDHART-
HAN8113@GMAIL.COM
MOH'D QAMBAR AUTO ELECTRICAL 
& A/C REPAI has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17723704 or hello@qamber.me
FIN DIGIT W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALES EXECUTIVE 
REPRESENTATIVE, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17602551 or 
M.A@GLOBALCAPITEUSCONSULT-
ING.COM
SF Wood Decor & Furnishing Con-
tracting has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of CARPENTER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17403060 
or asdbh@hotmail.com
STAIN AND STICK LAUNDRY  W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LAUNDERER/PRESSER(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33115948 or LENINLEKSHMI@
GMAIL.COM
ORANGE TOWER CARGO HANDLING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of OFFICE WORKER HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33875634 or ORANGETOWRBAH-
RAIN@GMAIL.COM
MOHAMMED UMER PUBLIC RELA-
TIONS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33956025 or STONES4U@
GMAIL.COM
MUNASABAT AND SAYQ WEB OPER-
ATION AND DELIVERY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRIVER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
37722742 or ADMIN@SAYQ.APP
IMANAMA STORE BOTIQUE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 34359693 or SA-
FEERTK786@GMAIL.COM
TIN TIN SERVICES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 37372907 or TA-

36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
VIBRANT SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17008217 or JALALEBRA-
HIM@GMAIL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of RIGGER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36937988 
or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FOREMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL CON-
TRACTORS (SPECIAL PROJECTS), 
INC. BAHR has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of PLANNING SPECIALIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17532326 or A.KURIAN@AICI.
COM.EG
WOODCO TRADING AND CARPENTRY 
w.l.l has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CARPENTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 32211318 or 
woodcointeriorsbh@gmail.com
ASAD FOR MOBILE REPAIR AND AC-
CESSORIES SHOP W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36460245 or faisalkhanniazi40@
gmail.com
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECU-
RITY GUARD, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 77996666 or GOV-
ERNMENT@MRE.CO
IBN KHULDOON NATIONAL SCHOOL 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TEACHER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17687073 or 
h.radhi@ikns.edu.bh
ALQALAWI TRANSPORTATION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIV-
ER(HEAVY TRUCK), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39941151 or 
ALQALAWICARGO@HOTMAIL.COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVL-
OPMENT CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASON, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17226618 or ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
ALHaddad Motors has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17785999 or ammar@alhaddad-mer-
cedesbenz.com
MAAN LOGISTICS CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of HEAVY 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39045784 or JAGTAR-
GOLDY21@GMAIL.COM
ATEF INTERIOR DECORATION CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of DECORATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35949635 or 
AYANKHAN359496@GMAIL.COM
FAROOQ SHEIKH COMBINED SER-
VICES CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33461099 or FAROOQMOON11@
GMAIL.COM
AMAZING TOWER CONSTRUCTION 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
33000206 or shawqifarhan@gmail.
com
BAHRAIN BULK TRADE CO, LTD. 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of TECHNICAL PROJECT MAN-
AGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17735011 or hr.admin@
hajihassan.com
ALNAIZAK TRANSPORT has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIV-
ER(HEAVY TRUCK), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66673333 or 
ALNAIZAKCARGO@HOTMAIL.COM
ZAMZAM QUETTA CHAI CAFETERIA 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
KITCHEN WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33998595 or 
KHANAZIZA15@GMAIL.COM
SMAKMAK RESTURANT W.L.L has 

a vacancy for the occupation of 
WAITER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17001172 or MA-
7MOUDMS1990@GMAIL.COM
ALBARHAN CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENER-
AL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33995674 or ALBARHAN-
CONTRACTING.BH@GMAIL.COM
BURGER ZOOM W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of FOOD SER-
VICE WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17001720 or 
PRINCEBURGER@GMAIL.COM
Saleh Abdulla Kameshki & Sons B.S.C 
(c) has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MASON, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17250627 or ad-
min01@kameshki.com
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of RETAIL TRADE SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17558558 or careers@bh.lu-
lumea.com
Hamada nursery has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(GARDEN-
ING), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36668648 or GOLDENA-
LI98@GMAIL.COM
CV GLOBAL CITY VIEW TEXTILES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALES EXCUTIVE, suit-
ably qualified applicants can con-
tact 34546268 or HAYAKGLOBAL@
GMAIL.COM
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ME-
CHANIC, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17830801 or Abbas@
ramsis.com.bh
INTERCOL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17727662 or Personnel@intercol.com
AMALFI FOODS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BAKER(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17746848 or WASSIM@FAR-
HOUD.COM
LUSTRINO CAR WASHING AND POL-
ISHING has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CAR WASHER/CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
37161601 or KHALIFA.KK37@GMAIL.
COM
HARVEY INTERNATIONAL PHAR-
MACY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
36622382 or ARUNVARUGHESE87@
GMAIL.COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of RIGGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
Z F K COMBINE FACILITY SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33341868 or SALES.ZFK@GMAIL.COM
Kadi One Construction W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33440279 or SINOALAN180@GMAIL.
COM
SEVEN CRAFT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BOAT MAINTE-
NANCE WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 77177771 or 
7craftacc@gmail.com
KINGDOM ASPHALT COMPANY W L 
L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17466776 or ABDULLA@KINGDOM.BH
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of RIGGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
BURGER ZOOM W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of FOOD SER-
VICE WORKER, suitably qualified 

applicants can contact 17407010 or 
PRINCEBURGER@GMAIL.COM
IK 804 SALOON W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
35072031 or Faadigujjar009@gmail.
com
GOURMET BURGER W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of FOOD 
SERVICE WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36020031 or 
PRINCEBURGER@GMAIL.COM
JUFFAIR PETS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of RECEPTION-
IST, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33339412 or JUFFAIRPETS@
HOTMAIL.COM
ARJWAN BEAUTY SALON FOR LA-
DIES has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33764045 or 
ABDULHAMEEDKHAN1958@GMAIL.
COM
SARGODHA SECOND-HAND GOODS 
AND ELECTRONICS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of REPAIR-
ER(ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENTS), 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36128488 or Mohammad-
nadeem1103@GMAIL.COM
BURGER ZOOM W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of FOOD SER-
VICE WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17407010 or 
PRINCEBURGER@GMAIL.COM
BALA CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CONSTRUC-
TION WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33802366 or 
club88bah@yahoo.com
MH'D ALI HUSSAIN HAMADI has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BREAD 
BAKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39351883 or hamma-
di1977@gmail.com
AL HADI ENGINEERING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ELEC-
TRICAL ENGINEERING TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17779700 or ALABBASIMARI-
AM@GMAIL.COM
MEDICAL LIFE TRADING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
AGENT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35642930 or BH.MEDIC-
ALLIFE@GMAIL.COM
MOVE WITH ME LOGISTICS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALES EXECUTIVE REPRESENTA-
TIVE, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39512009 or SHAHZAD-
SHAIKH509@GMAIL.COM
CALIBER CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17274073 or ANIL7205@
GMAIL.COM
NADALA INTRIOR DECOR W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
PAINTER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33331564 or AM-
NANABIL30@GMAIL.COM
ALARJOWAN CONSTRUCTION 
Co.W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORK SUPERVISOR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33548424 or info@alarjowan.net
AL AHMAD MOBILE PHONE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33117948 or 
SA4812094@GMAIL.COM
GEORGIA UNIFORMS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TAILOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17294445 or J.KHAMDAN@HOT-
MAIL.COM
RAFIE JEWELLERS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17216140 or RAFIE@RA-
FIEJEWELLERS.COM
GOLDEN DIYAR SERVICES has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17530670 or BURASHEDDOC-
UMENT@YAHOO.COM
NOUR CARGO HANDLING W.L.L has a 



Sinner wants to use Madrid to 
boost career Grand Slam chances
AFP | Madrid

World number one Jannik 
Sinner said yesterday his 

principal aim as he prepares 
for the Madrid Open is to be 
in the “best possible shape” for 
Roland Garros next month as 
he seeks to complete a career 
Grand Slam.

The 24-year-old won his first 
major title on clay earlier this 
month as he downed rival Car-
los Alcaraz in straight sets in the 
Monte Carlo Masters final.

Next he turns his attentions to 
the 1000-level event in Madrid 
as the clay-court season ramps 
up towards the only Grand Slam 
tournament Sinner has not yet 
won -- Roland Garros, which 
will run from May 24 to June 7.

“I never played very well here, 
so let’s see how it goes this year,” 
Sinner, who has never got past 
the quarter-final stage in the 
Spanish capital, told reporters 
the day before the Madrid Open 
begins.

“I’m trying to improve as a 
player and here might be one of 
the most challenging ones be-
cause of certain things (altitude 
and wind).”

Despite being heavily fa-
voured to pick up a fifth con-
secutive Masters title, Sinner 
revealed that for him “the most 
important is Roland Garros”.

“We try to maximise to be in 

the best possible shape there, 
but I’m here trying to do my best 
and then we’ll see how it goes,” 
he added.

Sinner lost an all-time classic 
Roland Garros final last year to 

Alcaraz, despite holding three 
championship points.

But the Italian said he regret-
ted the upcoming absences of 
the world number two, due to 
Alcaraz suffering a wrist injury, 
and 24-time Grand Slam cham-
pion Novak Djokovic in Madrid.

“It’s a very big pity to not have 
(Alcaraz) here and also Novak, 
the two biggest stars in tennis,” 
Sinner said.

“We have shared since last 
year a lot of tournaments, but 
again, in my mind I also know 
if I want to play against Carlos 
it’s in the final and the way to 
the final is very long.”

Top seed Sinner will start his 
Madrid Open campaign in the 
second round against a yet to be 
determined opponent.

Alcaraz may skip French 
Open rather than rush 
injury comeback

AFP | Paris

French Open champion 
Carlos Alcaraz insisted 

Monday he would rather miss 
defending the Roland Garros 
title in May rather than rush 
treatment on a “serious” wrist 
injury.

The 22-year-old pulled out 
of the Barcelona clay-court 
tournament last week when 
he felt his wrist “give out on 
a return” and then revealed 
the injury to be “a more se-
rious injury than any of us  
expected”.

He then pulled out of the 
Madrid Open on Friday, cast-
ing doubt on his participation 
in Paris as of May 18.

On Monday that doubt deep-
ened when he told press at an 
award ceremony he was taking 
a long term view.

“I’d rather come back a lit-
tle later but in great shape 
than come back early, rushing 
around, and unwell.”

“God willing, I have a very 
long career ahead of me, many 
years, and pushing myself too 
hard at this Roland Garros 
could seriously harm me in 
future tournaments,” he said 
Monday.

“Things happen in the pro-
fessional world. You have to 
accept them,” he said. “I need 
to recover really well if I don’t 
want it to affect me later on.”

The world number two lost 
his top ranking following his 
defeat by Jannik Sinner in the 
Monte Carlo Masters final 
April 12.

Before that Alcaraz had 
won his past 17 matches on 
clay, dating back to last season 
when he lifted titles in Rome 
and at Roland Garros.

Carlos Alcaraz reacts during a match (file photo)

Jannik Sinner  reacts during a match (file photo)

3
months is the total amount 
of time Fabian Ruiz spent 

on the sidelines with a 
knee injury before his 

recent return to the squad
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I’m trying to improve 
as a player and here 
might be one of the 

most challenging ones 
because of certain 

things (altitude and 
wind)

JANNIK SINNER

PSG and Luis Enrique sweat on Vitinha 
ahead of Champions League semis

Midfield injury concern emerges before crucial Champions League semi-final

• Vitinha misses 
Nantes match

• Injury concern 
before Bayern clash

• Ruiz returns 
from long layoff

AFP | Paris

Paris Saint-Germain coach 
Luis Enrique said yester-
day he was unsure if mid-

field metronome Vitinha would 
be fit to play against Bayern Mu-
nich in the Champions League 
semi-finals.

The Portuguese central mid-
fielder will miss PSG’s Ligue 1 
clash against Nantes on Wednes-
day due to a heel inflammation.

“We’ll take a calm and meas-
ured approach to see how the in-
jured players can make a come-
back. But I don’t know,” he told 
reporters when asked if Vitinha 
would be back in time for next 
Tuesday’s semi-final first leg at 

the Parc des Princes.
“We need to manage Vitinha’s 

minor injury; some players are a 
bit tired or have a few niggles,” 

the Spaniard also told PSGTV.
Should the 26-year-old be un-

available, his place at the heart of 
the PSG midfield could be filled 
by the returning Fabian Ruiz.

Alongside Vitinha and Joao 
Neves, Ruiz formed the midfield 
trio that anchored much of PSG’s 
success last season as they won 
a maiden Champions League 
title and lifted the Ligue 1  
trophy.

The Spaniard returned for 
the final 18 minutes of PSG’s 2-1 
league loss at home to Lyon last 
weekend as he continues his 
comeback from a knee injury.

Luis Enrique cooled expecta-
tions on the 30-year-old, how-
ever, as he said Ruiz would need 
“time to regain fitness” after 
spending three months on the 
sidelines.

“Fabian Ruiz needs more 
matches and minutes to recov-
er,” Luis Enrique insisted, be-
fore adding he was nonetheless 
“happy” with his return against  
Lyon.

The former  Barcelona  and 
Spain coach warned that even 
as PSG close in on a repeat of 
their double-winning season this 
term, he still demands “more” 

from all his charges.
Exciting Senegalese 18-year-

old Ibrahim Mbaye was not in-
cluded in the squad for Sunday’s 
defeat to Lyon, with Luis Enri-
que explaining: “Every minute 
you get to play for PSG must be 
special.

“I have no regrets about 
Mbaye, but you have to be ready. 
He was ready, but I expect much 
more from all the players.”

Victory in the French capital 
against Nantes on Wednesday 
would send PSG three points 
clear of surprise Ligue 1 ti-
tle challengers Lens with five 
matches remaining in the cam-
paign.

Liverpool’s German midfielder #07 Florian Wirtz battles for possession with Paris Saint-Germain’s Portuguese midfielder 
#17 Vitinha (file photo)

Man City, Inter, Chelsea and Juve to face off pre-season in Hong Kong
AFP | London

English and Italian football 
giants Manchester City, 

Chelsea, Inter Milan and Juven-
tus will square up for pre-season 
friendlies in Hong Kong in Au-
gust, the clubs announced.

Pep Guardiola’s Manchester 
City, currently arm-wrestling 
Arsenal for the Premier League 

title, will take on Inter Milan on 
Saturday, August 1, spearheaded 
by their Norwegian goal ma-
chine Erling Haaland.

The match will kick off the 
“Hong Kong Football Festival” 
at the city’s futuristic 50,000-
seat Kai Tak stadium.

The gleaming arena opened 
a year ago, featuring a roof that 
can be closed and air-condi-

tioning to combat the fierce 
summer heat and humidity in 
Hong Kong.

Chelsea will play Juventus on 
Wednesday August 5 to round 
off the mini-tournament.

Inter, under former Romanian 
international Cristian Chivu, 
are eight points clear at the top 
of Serie A as they look for a 21st 
title, second only to Juventus 

who have won a record 36 Ital-
ian top-flight championships.

Juventus are fourth and 
looking to secure a Champi-
ons League spot under Luciano 
Spalletti.

Chelsea beat PSG to win the 
Club World Cup in the United 
States last year but have since 
parted company with then man-
ager Enzo Maresca.



Barcelona need leaders to fulfil Flick’s Champions League dream
AFP | Barcelona

Barcelona require leaders 
on the pitch if they are 

to achieve their coach Hansi 
Flick’s dream of winning the 
Champions League, the German 
said yesterday.

The 61-year-old was speak-
ing a week after his Champions 
League dream was dashed for a 
second successive season -- this 
time ousted in the quarter-fi-
nals by La Liga rivals Atletico 
Madrid.

Flick -- whose side went out 
in the semi-finals last season to 
Inter Milan -- guided Barcelona 

to the domestic double last term 
and his charges are on course 
for retaining their league title, 
they are nine points clear of Real 
Madrid with seven games to 
play.

“It is not an excuse but in 
the business end of the cam-
paign in March and April, it is 
very important to have all the 
players available,” he said at his 
press conference on the eve of 
their league match with Celta  
Vigo.

“Against Atletico we were 
missing Frenkie (de Jong) and 

Raphinha.
“Last year we had Inigo (Mar-

tinez), who was a great leader.
“We need these type of play-

ers, capable of providing lead-
ership on the pitch, to speak up 
during matches, in the quar-
ter-finals or semi-finals of the 
Champions League, and to show 
the way.”

Flick added the team, largely 
made up of players who came 
through the club’s youth system, 
were “young” and must “learn” 
from each defeat in order to 
progress.

Top Horses to Clash in 
Bahrain’s Season Finale Races

TDT | Manama

The Rashid Equestrian and 
Horse Racing Club will 
conclude the 2025/2026 

horse racing season on Friday, 
April 24, with a highly anticipat-
ed final race meeting at its track, 
expected to draw strong interest 
from racing fans.

The season has reflected con-
tinued growth in Bahrain’s horse 
racing sector, marked by the suc-
cessful organization of domestic 

and international events, along-
side entertainment activities 
that enhanced the overall spec-
tator experience and boosted 
public engagement.

A total of 82 horses, includ-
ing top imported runners and 
Bahrain-bred contenders, will 
compete across nine races in a 
competitive closing card. The 
action will feature battles for 
several prestigious trophies, in-
cluding the Rashid Equestrian 
Club Cups, the Champions Cup, 

the Owners Cup, the Accredited 
Committee Cup, and the Bah-
rain Gold Cup.

Fans can expect an evening 

filled with excitement and close 
finishes as the season reaches 
its climax, offering attendees 
a blend of sport and entertain-

ment. Tickets are available via 
the official website of the Rashid 
Equestrian and Horse Racing 
Club or at the gate on race days.

Di Matteo 
says ‘vital’ 
for faltering 
Chelsea to add 
experience
AFP | London

Chelsea great Roberto Di 
Matteo said yesterday it 

was “vital” that the faltering 
Premier League side add 
experienced players and 
backed Liam Rosenior to 
still be in charge next sea-
son.

The London club are in 
the midst of an alarming 
slump, sixth in the table af-
ter four defeats in a row and 
in serious danger of missing 
out on Champions League 
football.

Boos greeted the full-
time whistle following Sat-
urday’s 1-0 defeat to Man-
chester United at Stamford 
Bridge after some support-
ers staged a street protest 
against owners BlueCo 
ahead of kick-off.

Former midfielder Di 
Matteo, who guided Chel-
sea to Champions League 
glory as manager in 2012, 
said “inconsistency” was 
u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  g i v -
en the young age of the  
squad.
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Hansi Flick

Race Card Overview:
Race 1: Arabian Horses Cup – 1400m (8 runners)

Race 2: Prestige Handicap (Bahrain-bred) – 1400m (16 runners)

Race 3: Accredited Committee Cup – 2400m (9 runners)

Race 4: Owners Cup (Bahrain-bred) – 2000m (9 runners)

Race 5: Bahrain Gold Cup – 2000m (6 runners)

Race 6: Champions Cup Sprint – 1200m straight (8 runners)

Race 7: Victory Sprint (Bahrain-bred) – 1200m straight (8 runners)

Race 8: Mile Cup (Imported) – 1600m (10 runners)

Race 9: Final Mile Cup (Bahrain-bred) – 1600m (8 runners)

Tennis Federation celebrates youth contribution

TDT | Manama

The Bahrain Tennis Federa-
tion held a recognition cer-

emony to honor young players 
who served as ball boys during 
international and regional tour-
naments hosted throughout the 
current season. The initiative 
reflects the Federation’s ongo-
ing commitment to youth devel-
opment and promoting values 
of discipline, responsibility, and 
engagement in sport.

The ceremony was attended 
by His Excellency Shaikh Ab-
dulaziz bin Mubarak Al Khalifa, 

President of the Bahrain Tennis 
Federation, along with Board 
Member Mohammed Salman, 
Jameela Al Nashaba, Head of 
the Women’s Committee, and 
Ms. Naila Al Meer, Head of Mar-
keting and Public Relations. Par-
ents of the participating youths 
also attended the event.

Shaikh Abdulaziz praised the 
participants for their commit-
ment and discipline, emphasiz-
ing their positive role in sup-
porting tournament operations 
and the Federation’s broader 
youth development strategy.

He stated: “Recognizing these 

young participants aligns with 
the Federation’s strategy to 
support youth and strengthen 
their connection to tennis. We 
are proud of their commitment, 
discipline, and positive spirit 
throughout their involvement 
in organizing the tournaments.”

He further noted their con-
tribution to the smooth run-
ning of events: “The young ball 
boys played an important role 
in the success of this season’s 
tournaments. Their discipline 
and professionalism supported 
smooth match operations and 
reflected the high standards of 

organization in the Kingdom of 
Bahrain.”

He also highlighted the de-
velopmental value of the ex-
perience: “This exposure to a 
professional sporting environ-
ment helps instill values such 
as teamwork, responsibility, and 
discipline, contributing to their 
personal development.”

The Federation conclud-
ed that the recognition is part 
of its continued efforts to ac-
knowledge all contributors to 
its events and to invest in youth 
as a foundation for the future of 
tennis in Bahrain.

Mobility, motorsport 
focus at FIA meet
TDT | Manama

Motorsport and mobility 
leaders from the Mid-

dle East, Europe, and Africa 
have gathered in Budva for 
the FIA Region I Spring Meet-
ing, a three-day forum focused 
on advancing safe, sustainable 
transport and strengthening 
global motorsport coopera-
tion.

Hosted by the Auto-Moto 
Association of Montenegro 
(AMSCG), the meeting brings 
together representatives from 
102 FIA Member Clubs. Dis-
cussions will focus on improv-
ing road safety, developing 
sustainable mobility systems, 
and enhancing the future of 
motorsport.

FIA President Mohammed 
Ben Sulayem is attending the 
event, where he highlighted 
the importance of collabo-
ration in addressing current 
challenges in mobility and mo-
torsport across regions.

“I look forward to engag-
ing with colleagues on the key 
challenges and opportunities 
shaping mobility and motor-
sport today,” he said, noting 
the need for safer, more sus-
tainable, and more affordable 
transport solutions.

The agenda includes ses-
sions from key FIA commis-

sions and working groups, cov-
ering heritage preservation, 
mobility innovation in Europe, 
and the ongoing rollout of the 
Safe Mobility 4 All and 4 Life 
programme.

Montenegro’s transport 
sector, supported by recent 
infrastructure projects such 
as the Bar–Boljare motorway, 
is seen as a fitting backdrop 
for discussions on regional 
connectivity and sustainable 
growth. The country’s growing 
grassroots motorsport scene, 
including rally and hill climb 
events, also reflects rising re-
gional interest.

We are focused on 
delivering safer, 

more sustainable, 
and more accessible 

mobility solutions 
for all road users
MOHAMMED BEN SULAYEM, FIA 

PRESIDENT

Mohammed Ben Sulayem, FIA 
President

The FIA unites around 
245 member organi-
sations across about 
149 countries, rep-

resenting more than 
80 million members 

worldwide

KNOW WHAT



Bahrain off to winning 
start at Asian Beach Games
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s beach handball 
national team made a 
strong start to their med-

al campaign with a straight-sets 
victory over hosts China in their 
opening match of the sixth Asian 
Beach Games in Sanya.

The contest, played 
ye s t e rd a y 

at the 

Tianya Haijiao Venue Cluster 
ahead of today’s official opening 
ceremony, saw Bahrain secure 
a 2–0 win in their Group A pre-
liminary round clash. 

The Bahrainis took control 
early,  claim-

ing the first 
period 14–8 
before edg-
ing a closely 
fought sec-

ond period 
15–14 to 
seal the 
m a t c h 
w i t h -
out the 
n e e d 
f o r  a 
s h o o t -
out. 

B i l a l 
A s k a n i 
l e d  t h e 

s c o r i n g 
effort with 
11 points, 
while Mah-
di Ali add-
e d  n i n e . 
Ali Alhayki 
contributed 

f ive points, 
and Adam Isa 

Alnasheet chipped 
in with four during a 

well-balanced attack-
ing display.

Reflecting on the result, Al-
nasheet acknowledged the 
challenge of facing the hosts 
but praised his teammates’ re-
silience. “Alhamdulillah for the 
win. The opening match is al-
ways difficult, especially against 
the host team with their home 
support,” he said. 

“They came back stronger in 
the second period, but we have 
warriors in this squad and we 
found a way to get the job done.” 

Coached by Hussain Al Qai-
doom, Bahrain delivered a disci-
plined performance as they took 
an early step toward a top-two 
finish in Group A and semi-final 
qualification. 

The nationals were initially 
scheduled to face India later 
on the same day, but the fix-
ture was cancelled following 
India’s withdrawal from the  
competition. 

Bahrain will now turn their 
attention to their next prelim-
inary round match against the 
Philippines on Thursday, fol-
lowed by Sri Lanka on Friday, 
Iran on Sunday, and Hong Kong 
on Monday to complete their 
group stage campaign. 

The beach handball team is 
one of four Bahraini squads com-
peting at the Games, alongside 
entries in 3x3 basketball, beach 
wrestling, and open water swim-
ming. 

The Asian Beach Games mark 
the return of the multi-sport 
event after a decade-long ab-
sence; the previous edition was 

held in 2016 in Da Nang, Viet-
nam. 

Bahrain will be aiming to 
add to their historical tal-

ly of 11 medals at the Games, 
including seven gold, as they 
continue their campaign in  
Sanya.

Joy for Bahrain’s players on the sand at full time
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Guardiola hints that Rodri will 
make swift Man City return
AFP | London

Pep Guardiola has eased 
Manchester City’s fears 

that Rodri could be ruled out 
for the remainder of the Pre-
mier League season, but the 
Spain midfielder is set to miss 
Wednesday’s trip to Burnley.

The 2024 Ballon d’Or win-
ner was instrumental to City’s 
critical 2-1 win over title rivals 
Arsenal on Sunday before being 
forced off late on with a groin 
problem.

Rodri, 29, is unlikely to fea-
ture as City aim to go top of the 
table for the first time this year 
at Turf Moor.

But City then have 12 days 
until their next league game 
at Everton as they face South-
ampton in Saturday’s FA Cup 
semi-final.

“I think for tomorrow he will 
not be ready,” Guardiola said at 
his pre-match press conference 
yesterday. “We’ll see for next 
games, the  semi-final against 
Southampton or against Ever-
ton.”

Rodri’s return to form after 
an injury-disrupted 18 months 
has played a major role in City’s 
surge back into the title race 
as he has formed a dominant 

midfield partnership alongside 
Bernardo Silva.

“Both are experienced, they 
have a huge special personality,” 
added Guardiola.

“They are not young guys 
anymore, experienced guys, 
but played a lot of this type of 
games and know how it must be 
played. They were exceptional.”

Even if City win to condemn 
Burnley to relegation, they will 
still only be level on points with 
Arsenal with five games to go.

Momentum is with Guar-

diola’s men, but he is wary of 
a tougher run-in for his side 
which includes visits to Ever-
ton and Bournemouth, who are 
both in the running to qualify 
for Europe next season.

“Both teams know we can-
not lose or drop points,” said 
Guardiola, who is aiming to win 
a seventh league title in nine 
seasons.

“It will be difficult to recover 
and our calendar is so demand-
ing. The opponents are really 
tough.”

Manchester City’s Spanish midfielder #16 Rodri (C-on ground) reacts after 
being injured

BOC Conducts Field Visits to 
Boost Federation Development
The Bahrain Olympic Com-

mittee (BOC) has intensi-
fied its engagement with na-
tional sports bodies through a 
series of field visits aimed at 
strengthening coordination and 
supporting development across 
federations.

The visits were led by Hish-
am Al-Balushi, Director of 
Sports Federations Affairs, 
alongside Buallay, Head of the 
Sports Federations Section. The 
delegation met with officials 
from the Bahrain Athletics As-
sociation, Bahrain Basketball 
Association, Bahrain Handball 
Federation, and Bahrain Fenc-
ing Association.

During the tour, Al-Balushi 
conveyed the greetings of Faris 
Mustafa Al-Kooheji, reaffirm-
ing the BOC’s commitment to 
supporting all federations and 
enhancing their operational 
performance.

At the Bahrain Fencing As-
sociation, discussions with 
Shaikh Ibrahim bin Salman Al 
Khalifa focused on develop-
ment programmes, expanding 
participation, and addressing 
technical and administrative 
challenges, with particular 
emphasis on nurturing young 
talent. At the Bahrain Athlet-
ics Association, talks with Mo-
hammed Abdul Latif bin Jalal 
reviewed progress, future plans, 
and strategies to improve ath-

lete performance and achieve 
stronger results in upcoming 
competitions.

Meetings with the Bahrain 
Basketball Association high-
lighted efforts to grow the sport 
locally, enhance competitive-
ness, and expand participation, 
while the visit to the Bahrain 
Handball Federation focused 
on building on recent success-
es and strengthening national 
teams for regional and interna-
tional events.

Mahdi Ali goes for a shot against China at the Tianya Haijiao Venue Cluster
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