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France stands O
with Kingdom
on security
TDT | Manama
rench President Emma-
Fnuel Macron reaffirmed

his country’s solidarity with
Bahrain and condemned the
Iranian attacks targeting the
Kingdom’s territory.

He also confirmed
France’s support for Bah-
rain’s measures to safeguard
its sovereignty, security, and
achievements.

The remarks came as His
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa received a tele-
phone call from President
Macron yesterday.

During the call, President
Macron extended his sin-
cere congratulations and
best wishes to HM the King
on the occasion of Eid Al-
Fitr.

He wished His Majesty
continued health and hap-
piness, and expressed hope
for further progress and
prosperity for the Kingdom
and its people.

Bahrain, US
hold talks

TDT | Manama

ieutenant General His

Highness Shaikh Nas-
ser bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
National Security Advisor,
Royal Guard Command-
er and Secretary-General
of the Supreme Defence
Council, held a telephone
call with Marco Rubio, Sec-
retary of State and Acting
National Security Advisor of
the United States of Amer-
ica.

During the call, the lat-
est developments regarding
Iran’s hostile attacks on the
Kingdom of Bahrain, the
Gulf Cooperation Council
states, and the region were
reviewed.

Both sides reiterated their
condemnation of these at-
tacks and the ongoing esca-
lation, which violate state
sovereignty and interna-
tional laws and norms.
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Bahrain and Egypt call for halt to Iranian threats in Strait of Hormuz

TDT | Manama

ahrain and Egypt stressed
Bthe utmost importance

of halting Iranian threats
aimed at disrupting freedom of
navigation in the Strait of Hor-
muz.

They described the strategic
waterway as vital for global
trade and energy supplies.

The statements came during
a meeting yesterday between
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa and Egypt President
Abdel Fattah EI Sisi.

Meeting

The meeting, attended by
His Royal Highness Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the
Crown Prince and Prime Minis-
ter, as well as several ministers,
focused on regional security
developments and their impli-
cations for the Gulf region.

HM the King and President El
Sisi emphasised that any inter-
ference in the strait constitutes
a violation of international law
and the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Law of the Sea.

They underscored the need
for coordinated regional and in-
ternational efforts to safeguard
maritime corridors.

Pride

HM King Hamad expressed
pride in President El Sisi’s visit.

He highlighted the depth of
longstanding ties between the
two countries and Egypt’s role as
a fundamental pillar of regional

His Majesty bids farewell to the Egyptian leader

security and stability.

His Majesty also praised
Egypt’s continuous support to
Bahrain and other Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC) states in
facing challenges posed by on-
going Iranian aggression.

Both leaders condemned
the continuous attacks by Iran
on regional states, describing
them as violations of national
sovereignty and international
norms that threaten internation-
al peace and security.

Support

They reaffirmed their sup-
port for United Nations Secu-
rity Council Resolution 2817,
which condemns Iranian attacks
on Gulf states and Jordan and
calls for the immediate cessa-

neighboring countries while
upholding their inherent right
to self-defense.

The meeting also focused on
strengthening bilateral cooper-
ation across political, economic,
and security domains.

Both leaders underscored the

HM King Hamad welcomes President El Sisi upon arrival

importance of deepening coor-
dination to achieve mutual pros-
perity and meet the aspirations
of their nations’ peoples.

Message

His Majesty received a writ-
ten message from President El
Sisi.

In his message, the Egyptian
President expressed gratitude

and appreciation to HM the King
for the warm reception and gen-
erous hospitality extended to
him and his accompanying del-
egation.

He also valued the productive
discussions and constructive
talks held with His Majesty,
which covered a range of re-
gional and international issues
of mutual interest.

tion of any aggression against HM the King holds talks with President El Sisi, in the presence of HRH Prince Salman

UK reaffirms support for Bahrain safety

TDT | Manama

he United Kingdom con-

tinues to support Bahrain
in safeguarding its security and
the safety of its territory, citi-
zens, and residents in the face
of hostile Iranian attacks.

This came as His Royal High-
ness Prince Salman bin Hamad
Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince
and Prime Minister, yesterday
received a telephone call from

the Rt Hon Sir Keir Starmer,
Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland.

During the call, Sir Keir
affirmed the UK’s un-
wavering support for
Bahrain.

He also reiterated the UK’s
condemnation of Iran’s ongo-
ing attacks on critical nation-
al infrastructure and interna-

HRH Prince Salman

Prime Minister Starmer

tional shipping in the Strait
of Hormuz, and thanked HRH
the Crown Prince and Prime
Minister for Bahrain’s contin-
ued leadership at the United
Nations.

The call also underscored the
importance of strengthening
joint coordination and coop-
eration in support of efforts to
maintain regional security and
stability.
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United front

Al Saleh praises Arab League for over eight decades of supporting regional solidarity

The Arab League
supports measures
aimed at protecting
the Kingdom’s
security and the safety
of its people

ALI BIN SALEH AL SALEH, SHURA COUNCIL
CHAIRMAN

Boosting joint action
to safeguard Arab
interests and goals

Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

hura Council Chairman Ali
bin Saleh Al Saleh praised
the important role played

by the League of Arab States
since its establishment more

Arab states stand united for security, stability, and prosperity

than eight decades ago in sup-
porting Arab solidarity.

He also highlighted its efforts
in strengthening joint action to
safeguard shared Arab interests
and achieve the aspirations of
Arab nations for security, sta-
bility, development, and pros-
perity.

The lawmaker also ex-
pressed appreciation for the
Arab League’s solidarity with
the Kingdom of Bahrain in con-
fronting hostile actions.

He further praised its support
for the measures taken to pro-
tect the Kingdom’s security and
the safety of its people.

Marking the 81st anniversary
of the Arab League, observed
annually on March 22, the
Chairman extended his congrat-
ulations to Arab League Sec-
retary-General Ahmed Aboul
Gheit.

Al Saleh commended Aboul
Gheit’s continued efforts and
key role in advancing joint Arab

action.

He also praised his work in
enhancing cooperation and co-
ordination among Arab states,
strengthening unity, and de-
fending Arab causes amid on-
going regional and international
challenges.

The Chairman wished the
Secretary-General continued
health and success in his efforts
to serve the progress, prosper-
ity, and well-being of the Arab
nation.

Leave for Safety, Still Pay Rent?
Security Fears vs Rental Obligations

Ashen Tharaka
TDT | Manama

distressed call was received

by The Daily Tribune two
days ago from an expatriate in
Juffair, worried about her family’s
safety.

“We felt it wasn’t safe to live
near a building that already be-
ing targeted in the current situ-
ation. How can I stay here with
my 3-year-old baby? I moved to
another place, but I still have to
pay the rent. Please help me, sir,”
she said, her voice breaking as
her baby cried in the background.

The family, living near an area
heavily exposed to Iranian ag-
gression, decided to move out on
March 7, following many neigh-
bours who also chose to leave.

They had an annual rental
agreement, which was adjusted in

MP Mohammed Janahi

January 2026 to a

three-month contract ending
in April.

Despite moving out, the land-
lord insisted them to pay the full
three months’ rent, warning that
failure to do so could lead to legal
action and travel restrictions.

The family had already paid a
one-month advance of BD 280,
which they asked the landlord to
use to cover the loss, but the land-

Lawyer Jassim Al Issa

lord insisted on the full amount.

But the family described their
situation as deeply traumatizing,
“Our apartment building is right
next to the Juffair base.

During the incidents, we felt
the entire building shake. My
daughter is traumatized, and we
simply cannot go back, we don’t
feel safe there,” the expatriate
said.

Lawyer Jassim Al Issa ex-

plained that while a contract is
normally binding, extreme cir-
cumstances like this can void
it under the principle of ‘force
majeure, an external event that
prevents tenants from using the
property.

“If payment is made under
these circumstances, it could be
considered ‘unjust enrichment,
since the tenant couldn’t benefit
from the property due to reasons
beyond their control,” lawyer Al
Issa said.

While the law generally favors
landlords, tenants in such cases
could argue that they left for safe-
ty reasons, which could protect
them from full payment claims.

How can a landlord get help?

MP Mohammed Janahi told
The Daily Tribune that citizens
facing such situations could reach
out to MPs for guidance, as well
as civil societies and community
clubs that support residents. He
emphasized that Parliament is
committed to serving Bahraini
society and acting in the best in-
terest of the Kingdom.

The Daily Tribune learned that
after this story was published
on the News of Bahrain official
platform, it became clear this is
not an isolated case.

Many expatriates in the Juffair
area have decided to leave their
apartments due to the ongoing
situation.

At the same time, some real
estate companies agreed to
waive March rent upon tenants’
requests, a move widely praised
during this critical time.

Bahrain updates UN
on Iranian aggression

TDT | Manama

he Permanent Mission of

Bahrain to the United Na-
tions in New York continues to
keep the international commu-
nity informed of all develop-
ments related to the ongoing
Iranian aggression against the
Kingdom.

In this regard, the Mission
sent a seventh letter to both
the UN Secretary-General and
the President of the Security
Council on 19 March 2026.

The letter reaffirmed that
this unjustified Iranian ag-
gression constitutes a flagrant
violation of the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of
Bahrain, a serious escalation
threatening regional security
and stability, and a risk to in-
ternational peace and security.

It further stressed Iran’s dis-
regard for the Charter of the

United Nations, international
law, and Security Council res-
olutions, in particular Resolu-
tion 2817 (2026), which was
supported by 136 UN Member
States.

Statistics

The letter also included the
latest developments and sta-
tistics related to the ongoing
Iranian aggression, which
Bahrain has been confronting
since 28 February 2026.

These attacks target sites,
infrastructure, vital facilities,
and residential areas within
the Kingdom.

Official reports indicate that
these actions are part of suc-
cessive waves of missile and
drone attacks targeting several
countries in the region, mark-
ing an unprecedented esca-
lation that threatens regional
security and stability.

Kingdom praises
Syria, Lebanon
border measures

H.E. Ambassador Jamal Fares Alrowaiei participates in UN Security Council

briefing

TDT | Manama

he Kingdom of Bahrain

welcomed the steps taken
by the Syrian and Lebanese
governments to secure their
borders.

It called for the continu-
ation of these efforts to ad-
dress armed groups, combat
the smuggling of weapons and
narcotics, and prevent any se-
curity instability amid the se-
rious escalations witnessed in
the region.

This came in the statement
delivered by H.E. Ambassa-
dor Jamal Fares Alrowaiei,
Permanent Representative of
the Kingdom of Bahrain to the
United Nations in New York,
during the United Nations Se-
curity Council briefing on the
political and humanitarian sit-
uation in Syria.

The session was chaired by

Ambassador Tom Barrack, the
United States Special Envoy
for Syria, in light of the United
States’ presidency of the Secu-
rity Council this month.

Developments

Briefings were also deliv-
ered by Claudio Cordone, Dep-
uty Special Envoy of the UN
Secretary-General for Syria,
and Joyce Msuya, Assistant
Secretary-General for Hu-
manitarian Affairs and Deputy
Emergency Relief Coordinator,
who outlined the latest devel-
opments.

At the outset of his state-
ment, the Permanent Repre-
sentative referred to the dif-
ficult circumstances facing
the Middle East, including
the “unjustified and blatant”
Iranian aggression targeting
the Kingdom of Bahrain, other
GCC member states, and Jor-
dan.

El-Sisi visit bolsters
ties and cooperation

TDT | Manama

er Excellency Ambassa-
dor Reham Khalil, Am-
bassador of the Arab Republic
of Egypt to Bahrain, affirmed
that the visit of President Ab-
del Fattah El-Sisi to the King-
dom reflects the deep-rooted
fraternal ties between the two
countries and their peoples.
She added that his meeting

with His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa under-
scores the strength of bilat-
eral relations and ongoing
cooperation between the two
nations.

H.E. Ambassador Khalil un-
derscored the importance of
continued coordination and
consultation to security and
stability in the region.
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he Bahrain Defense Force

I (BDF) continues to oper-

ate with high efficiency

for the twenty-second consecu-

tive day in response to ongoing

Iranian attacks, safeguarding

the Kingdom’s skies, waters, and
lands.

The air defense units have
demonstrated readiness and pre-
cision in protecting the country,
reflecting the strategic guidance
of His Majesty King Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa, Supreme Com-
mander of the Armed Forces.

Official reports indicate that
since the onset of the aggression,
Bahrain’s air defense systems
have intercepted and destroyed
a total of 143 missiles and 242
drones targeting civilian areas
and private property.

The success of these opera-

tions underscores the advanced
capabilities and professional-
ism of the Kingdom’s defense
systems.

Operations

Field footage has highlighted
the continuous operations of
air defense units, including the
advanced Patriot missile system,
which operates around the clock
to neutralize incoming threats.

Meanwhile, the Royal Mecha-
nized Infantry Battalions remain
deployed in strategic positions,
providing a steadfast shield for
the homeland.

At sea, the Royal Bahraini Navy
continues to monitor and secure
territorial waters, demonstrat-
ing high levels of discipline, vigi-
lance, and operational readiness
to counter potential threats.

The Royal Field Engineering
Unit has also been performing

BDF maintains vigilance
amid Iranian aggression

The success of the BDF’s
operations underscores the
advanced capabilities and
professionalism of the King-
dom’s defense systems.

its duties with precision, safe-
ly handling foreign objects and
securing critical sites, ensuring
the protection of citizens and
residents.

In parallel, the Royal Medi-
cal Services remain fully mo-
bilized, providing continuous
support through field teams and
advanced facilities, following in-
ternational medical protocols to
enhance the Kingdom’s compre-
hensive response capabilities.

The coordinated efforts of
Bahrain’s military and security

agencies, in collaboration with
the Ministry of Interior and oth-
er authorities, reflect a strong
national commitment to safe-
guarding lives, property, and the
stability of the Kingdom.

Threats

The sustained vigilance and
readiness of Bahrain’s defense
and security forces provide reas-
surance to the public and affirm
the Kingdom’s ability to repel
and thwart threats to its security
and stability.

Eskan Bank fee cut rejected

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

he government has pushed

back against a parliamen-
tary call to cut housing finance
charges by 20 per cent, saying
the help sought is already in
place through Eskan Bank and
the Mazaya scheme.

In its written reply to Par-
liament, the government said
housing repayment terms had
already been eased by limit-
ing monthly instalments to no
more than 25 per cent of aben-
eficiary’s income.

That, it said, means the full
cost of the housing service is
not recouped, as the amount
borne by Eskan Bank to se-
cure the liquidity needed for
such finance is higher than
the share paid by the recipient.

Interest

It said Eskan Bank does not
charge interest on housing fi-
nance for citizens.

Instead, the bank uses Is-
lamic finance models across
all such services and only
takes administrative fees tied
to its three Tas’heel prod-
ucts: Tas’heel Aqari, Tas’heel
Ta’awon and Tas’heel Al Bait
Al Oud.

Those fees, the government
said, do not exceed 3 per cent
and are applied through a de-
clining balance method with a
fixed yearly return.

Beneficiaries

It added that beneficiaries
are also given six months be-
fore the first instalment falls
due after receiving the finance,
with no extra charge during
that grace period.

As a result, it said, the real
return across the repayment
term falls below 3 per cent.

The reply said citizens who
ask to put off monthly instal-
ments are not charged extra
sums, with deferrals allowed
for up to two years.

Gap

It also pointed to the Mazaya
programme, under which the
government pays the gap be-
tween the actual instalment
set by the lending bank and
the monthly sum due from the
citizen, so long as the citizen’s
share does not go beyond 25
per cent of salary.

On that basis, the govern-
ment said that the aim of the
proposal had already been
met through the steps now in
force.

Public disturbance

Several drivers were
apprehended and their
vehicles impounded

for 60 days for causing
excessive noise, spreading
panic among citizens and
residents, and disrupting
public order. Legal action
has been taken against
them.

Wagqf honours cover veteran
muezzins and preachers

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Veteran Bahraini imams, mu-
ezzins and preachers are
already receiving recognition
through ongoing work by the
Sunni and Jaafari Waqf directo-
rates, the government said in re-
ply to a parliamentary proposal
calling for them to be honoured.

In its response, the govern-
ment said it had studied the pro-
posal and said the aim behind it
was already being met through
work carried out in co-ordina-
tion with the Supreme Council
for Islamic Affairs and the two
Wagqf directorates.

It said those serving in
mosques held an important
place in public life through their
service to religion and their part
in strengthening values such
as tolerance, moderation and
co-operation.

The response said those val-
ues were among the main sup-

ports of society, as affirmed in
the Constitution and the Na-
tional Action Charter.

Attention

The government said it also
placed weight on drawing atten-
tion to their standing in society
by recognising their service and
their religious and social role in
the Kingdom.

It said honouring imams, mu-

We must not forget the role played by imams
and muezzins, and we hope they receive
recognition befitting their role, just like long-
serving employees in ministries. They have
their own part in educating and guiding our
children.”

MP BADER AL TAMIMI

ezzins and preachers formed
part of a wider government pol-
icy aimed at backing religious
practice and providing support
for those entrusted with it.

The response added that the
Wagqf directorates had already
held several gatherings with
imams and muezzins that in-
cluded honours, praise for their
work and thanks for their devo-
tion to caring for mosques and
serving worshippers.

Recognition

“The aims sought by the
present proposal are already
being met through the contin-
ued efforts of the Wagqf direc-
torates in providing recogni-
tion and material and moral
support to imams, muezzins
and preachers in general, and
to the veteran among them in
particular,” the government
said.

Permit sought for rebuilding Al Sakhana Mosque in Al Kawara

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

ight years on, MP Zainab

AbdulAmeer is still asking
when Al Sakhana Mosque in Al
Kawara will finally be rebuilt,
after the government agreed
with the aim of her proposal but
stopped short of giving a date
for the work.

Speaking in Parliament, Ms
AbdulAmeer thanked the gov-
ernment for agreeing to the re-
quest, then pressed for a clear
timetable.

She said she had first put the
proposal forward eight years
ago and added that two other
mosques in the village, Al Asal

MP Zainab AbdulAmeer

Mosque and Shaikh Darwish
Mosque, were also still waiting
for work.

The lawmaker said Al Sakha-
na Mosque was among the old-
est mosques in the area and had
long served as the main Friday

prayer mosque for Al Kawara.
It was later demolished after

its walls had worn away and

were feared to be at risk of fall-

ing.
Permit

AbdulAmeer said people from
the village, including donors
and benefactors, were willing
to fund the rebuilding, but the
mosque still lacked a building
permit.

She said residents hoped the
licence for this old mosque
would now be issued without
further delay.

In its reply, the government
said it had studied the proposal
calling on the relevant bodies

to issue a building permit for Al
Sakhana Mosque in Al Kawara,
Block 709, on property number
13060092, so construction could
begin.

Rules

It said care for mosques and
grand mosques remained a
standing matter, covering build-
ing, upkeep and repair, within
the legal and religious rules in
force and in step with the bodies
concerned, led by the Supreme
Council for Islamic Affairs and
the Sunni and Jaafari Waqf
boards and administrations.

Decree No. 6 of 1985 refers to
the management of the Sunni
and Jaafari Wagqf councils.
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New small vessel rules to
tie fees to inspections

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

he Ministry of Trans-
Tportation and Telecom-

munications is drawing
up new rules for small vessel
registration, with inspection
fees for commercial and service
vessels to be charged only when
ministry teams carry out an in-
spection.

Inits reply to Parliament’s Fi-
nancial Committee, the ministry
said a ministerial order is being
drafted to cover the registration
of small vessels and to fix the fee
amounts tied to vessel checks.

It said a single method has al-
ready been approved for work-
ing out those fees, ending any
charge where no inspection
takes place on the ground.

The ministry also said it is
preparing further ministerial
orders to bring in fines and pen-
alties for owners who fail to
renew registration certificates,
navigation licences and driving
permits.

Recommendations

It added that work tied to rec-
ommendations on Khalifa Bin
Salman Port is nearing its end.

A specialist team has been
formed to follow inspection
work at the port under the terms
of the concession agreement
with the operating company.

Extra clauses have also been
signed to improve inspection
work and the time needed to
carry it through.

On aviation, the ministry said

A ministerial order is
being drafted to cover
the registration of small
vessels and to fix the fee
amounts tied to vessel

the sector will see major chang-
es in the coming period.

Preparations are under way
for the International Civil Avi-
ation Organization verification
mission due in 2027, while more
inspectors and auditors are be-
ing hired, trained and qualified
to deal with all remarks listed in
the mission report.

checks.

The ministry said it is aiming
to clear more than 95 per cent
of those remarks.

Regulations

It also said a draft ministerial
order to amend the executive
regulations of the Civil Avia-
tion Regulation Law is being
completed.

At the same time, coordi-
nation is under way with the
Ministry of Industry and Com-
merce to identify all commer-
cial registrations covering avia-
tion-linked activities that do not
yet hold the required licence, so
their position can be corrected.

The ministry said the owners
of those records will be con-
tacted and required to apply for
the needed licences from Civil
Aviation Affairs.

Programme

It added that work is also un-
der way with the Ministry of In-
dustry and Commerce to list all
aviation-linked business activi-
ties and programme them into
the Sijilat electronic system.

A Pause, Not Goodbye

Expatriates receive assistance through a special travel arrangement

Ashen Tharaka
TDT | Manama

14 he first day was a lit-

tle panic, but after that
we felt we were in safe hands.
That confidence came from
Bahrain,” said an expatriate,
summing up how many resi-
dents feel today.

Across Bahrain, some expa-
triates are choosing to travel,
but not out of fear. For many,
it’s simply a temporary deci-
sion based on personal needs.

The expatriate explained it
best: “It’s just a pause.”

She said most residents are
still in the Kingdom and con-
tinue to support Bahrain. Her
own departure was only to
help her parents travel safely.
“Otherwise, we would have
stayed,” she added.

Assistance

Around 192 expatriates re-
ceived assistance through a
special travel arrangement.
This includes families, elderly
people, pregnant women, and
those with medical needs.

The initiative was organised
with the support of Gulf Air,
with passengers travelling via
Dammam before heading to
Chennai.

Community group Annai
Tamil Mandram played a key
role in making this happen,
ensuring that those in ur-
gent situations were given
priority. Some workers were
even allowed to travel free of
cost.

A special flight from Bahrain
to Chennai (via Saudi Arabia)
was organized to help these
people travel safely with sup-
port from TVS Travel Agency.

Many expatriates shared
the same message, there is no
panic. A visitor from Pakistan
said he was leaving only to cel-
ebrate Eid with family. “This
is one of the safest places,” he
said, adding that he will return
again.

Another long-term resident
described Bahrain as his “sec-
ond home,” praising how the
country handled situations like
COVID-19 and continues to en-
sure safety.

While some are leaving for
now, many others are staying
back with confidence.

For most expatriates, this
moment isn’t about leaving
Bahrain, it’s about taking a
short break when needed,
while trusting that the King-
dom remains safe, stable, and
welcoming.

RIB Community Hosts Blood Donation Drive

anizes Blood Donation Drive

Supporting the community during
the regional conflict, the Kozhikode

District Pravasi Forum (KPF Bahrain)
organized a week-long blood donation
drive at the Salmaniya Central Blood
Bank. Under the theme "Give Blood,
Give Life," around 70 members
participated in the initiative led by
General Secretary Arun Prakash and
Vice President Akhil Thamarasery.

Rajasthanis in Bahrain (RIB) demonstrates its commitment to humanitarian causes by organizing a successful

blood donation drive at the Salmaniya Medical Complex (SMC) Central Blood Bank. Members of the RIB community
participated in large numbers to bolster the Kingdom’s national blood reserves. Organizers extended their gratitude to
the SMC medical staff and the selfless donors whose contribution will provide critical support for patients in need.

Community Support in Action Road deaths

Bharathi Association and The Indian Club facilitate a Gulf Air chartered flight from Dammam to Chennai for 192
stranded passengers, including the elderly and medical cases, following the temporary closure of Bahrain Airport.
Organizers and volunteers provided a warm send-off at the Golden Tulip Hotel before the passengers departed for their
5:00 PM flight.

The Ministry of Interior announced yesterday that a traffic accident involving a vehicle and several bicycles on Al-Zallag
Street resulted in the deaths of two Asian nationals. Competent authorities carried out procedures at the scene.
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Jury signals tech titans on
hook for social media addiction

@ Jury asks about
damages in landmark
addiction trial

@ Plaintiff says
YouTube, Instagram

fueled depression
as child

@ Trial could
set precedent for
thousands of suits

AFP | San Francisco

question by jurors in a
landmark social media
addiction trial on Friday

signaled Meta or YouTube may
have to pay for letting a girl get
hooked onto their platforms.

The jury’s first full week of
deliberations ended with the
panel sending the judge a query
related to calculating damages
in the case, which is expected to
set a precedent for thousands of
similar suits in the nation.

“We don’t start dancing in the
streets over what seems to be a
good question,” said plaintiff’s
attorney Mark Lanier.

“But we’re appreciative of the

Reporters wait outside the Los Angeles Superior Court at US Court House for a verdict in the social media trial

fact that they’re on the issues of
damages.”

To turn their attention to
damages, enough jurors had
to essentially agree that one or
both accused tech platforms
was negligently or harmfully
designed and users should have
been warned, according to ver-

dict forms.

Jurors will return to the Los
Angeles courthouse on Monday
to resume deliberations.

Since jury deliberations began
on March 13, the jury has sent
questions to the judge related to
the plaintiff’s family troubles as
well as how much she actually

used Meta-owned Instagram as
a child.

Negligent in design?

The verdict could turn on
the question of whether famil-
ial strife and other real-world
trauma, or YouTube and Meta
apps such as Instagram, were

YOU

KNOW WHAT

The plaintiff, a
20-year-old woman,
testified that her ob-
session began at just

six years old, challeng-
ing the long-standing
“Section 230” legal
shield by arguing the
apps themselves are
defectively designed
products

to blame for mental woes of the
woman who filed the suit.

A 20-year-old California wom-
an identified as Kaley G.M. tes-
tified at trial that YouTube and
Instagram fueled her depression
and suicidal thoughts as a child,
telling jurors that she became
obsessed with social media,
starting with YouTube videos,
when she was six.

Under cross examination,
however, Kaley also talked about
feeling neglected, berated and

picked on by family members.

A jury form given to jurors
asks the panel to decide whether
Meta or YouTube should have
known their services posed a
danger to children or if they
were negligent in design.

If so, jurors are to decide if
Meta or YouTube were “substan-
tial factors” in causing Kaley’s
woes and how much they should
pay in damages.

Whatever the verdict, the
trial highlights “an important
tension” between social media
platforms and vulnerable young
internet users, reasoned Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh marketing
professor Vanitha Swaminathan.

“The platforms have to ad-
dress the concerns of this im-
portant segment,” Swaminathan
told AFP.

The lawsuit is one of hundreds
accusing social media firms of
luring young users into becom-
ing addicted to their content and
potentially suffer from depres-
sion, eating disorders, psychi-
atric hospitalization and even
suicide.

Internet titans have long
shielded themselves with Sec-
tion 230 of the US Communica-
tions Decency Act, which frees
them of responsibility for what
social media users post.

French prosecutors suspect Musk
encouraged deepfakes row to inflate X value

AFP | San Francisco

French prosecutors said Sat-
urday they had alerted Us
authorities to a suspicion that
tech tycoon Elon Musk had en-
couraged the controversy over
sexualised deepfakes on X to
“artificially” increase the value
of his company.

The social media network’s
Grok Al chatbot stirred outrage
earlier this year over it generat-
ing images of women and girls
in minimal attire without their
consent.

“The controversy sparked
by sexually explicit deepfakes
generated by Grok (X’s AI) may
have been deliberately generat-
ed in order to artificially boost
the value of companies X and X
Al” the Paris prosecutor’s office
said, confirming a report in Le
Monde newspaper on Friday.

This could have been done
towards “the planned June 2026
stock market listing of the new
entity created by the merger”
between Space X and X AlI, it
added.

The prosecutor’s office said

Elon Musk arrives at federal court on March 4 in San Francisco, California,

during his trial
it had on Tuesday reached out
to the US Department of Jus-
tice, as well as French lawyers at
the US Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC), a financial
market regulation body, to share
its concerns.

X’s lawyer in France was not

immediately available for com-
ment.

French authorities are in-
vestigating X over allegations
that its algorithm was used to
interfere in French politics, as
well as Grok’s dissemination
of Holocaust denials and the

sexualised deepfakes.

Al chat bot Grok has its own
account on the X social network
allowing users to interact with
it.

For a period, users could tag
the bot in posts to request image
generation and editing, receiv-
ing the image in a reply from
Grok. Many sent Grok photos
of women or tagged the bot in
replies to women’s photo posts,
giving it prompts such as “put
her in a bikini” or “remove her
clothes”.

‘Incitements’

It generated an estimated
three million sexualised imag-
es -- mostly of women, though
also 23,000 that appeared to
depict children -- in 11 days,
the Center for Countering
Digital Hate (CCDH), a non-
profit watchdog, said in late
January.

Le Monde pointed to “several
posts by Musk, published at the
height of the controversy, which
prosecutors interpret as incite-
ments to generate non-consen-
sual images”.

United Airlines trims flights as jet fuel costs spike

AFP | New York

nited Airlines announced

Friday that it was scaling
back its flight capacities because
of soaring jet fuel costs, which
the airline anticipates will keep
rising as the war in the Middle
East continues.

Benchmark crude prices have
surged to around $100 a bar-
rel in the past three weeks, and
United chief Scott Kirby said
“our plans assume oil goes to
$175 a barrel and doesn’t get
back down to $100 a barrel until
the end of 2027”

If prices stay at current levels,

United’s fuel bill would balloon
by an extra $11 billion this year,
Kirby said in a statement to em-
ployees.

In response, the airline will
cut flights on routes that are
no longer profitable at current
fuel prices, representing “about
five points of this year’s planned

capacity in the short term,” Kir-
by said.

But for now passenger de-
mand remains strong, Kirby
said, and United will not cut
jobs or costs, or delay invest-
ments, and it still plans to take
delivery of around 120 new
planes this year.

SoftBank plans massive US
power plant for AI data centres

Racks of GPUs with a closed-loop liquid cooling system are seen inside an
operational Microsoft data centre in Karawang, West Java, Indonesia

AFP | Tokyo

apan’s SoftBank Group said

Saturday it plans to build
a huge new gas-fired power
plant in the US state of Ohio
to provide energy for artificial
intelligence data centers.

Tech investor SoftBank is a
major backer of ChatGPT mak-
er OpenAl, and its flamboyant
CEO Masayoshi Son is a long-
time ally of US President Don-
ald Trump.

The natural-gas plant is part
of abroader $550 billion Japa-
nese investment in the United
States that Tokyo agreed to in
exchange for reduced trade
tariffs.

Construction of the $33.3
billion power plant with a
“large-scale” power genera-
tion capacity of 9.2 gigawatts
(cgw) will take place at the
US Department of Energy’s
Portsmouth site, SoftBank
said.

“This is a size bigger than
any power plant, I think, in

the world,” Son said at a cere-
mony in Ohio to announce the
project, on Friday local time.

“At least in the United States,
for sure, this is the biggest
power generation in one loca-
tion,” he added.

The goal is to develop “the
smartest intelligence in the
world”, Son said.

The 9.2 Gw gas-fired plant
is part of an overall plan for
the site to power 10 GW of
data centre capacity, the US
Department of Energy said in
a statement.

“Once a cornerstone of
America’s national security
during the Cold War -- enrich-
ing uranium for our nation’s
defense -- the Portsmouth site
is now being transformed to
help the United States win the
Al race,” it said.

SoftBank on Saturday an-
nounced a consortium with
major American and Japanese
firms to help build the plant
and develop Al infrastructure
in Ohio.
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Post-War: The Gulf at
a Critical Crossroads

CAPTAIN MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

and a consistent advocate of peace, despite facing

hostile policies from the Iranian regime. It has
remained committed to dialogue, respect for sovereignty,
and non-interference—principles that have not always
been reciprocated.

Inrecentyears, Bahrain has maintained open channels
of communication. In 2024, it extended condolences
following the death of the Iranian president, supported
efforts to restore relations, and participated in the inau-
guration of his successor. These steps reflected a genuine
commitment to diplomacy and good neighbourliness.

Yet the recent war has exposed a sharp gap between
rhetoric and reality. De-escalation has been replaced
by force, and commitments to stability have given way
to cross-border military actions. Such conduct directly
contradicts the core principles of the United Nations
Charter, particularly the prohibition on the use of force
and the obligation to respect state sovereignty.

Strategically, attempts to reshape deterrence through
escalation have
produced the

B ahrain has long stood as a model of moderation
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This contra-
diction is fur-
ther highlight-
ed by the gap
between offi-
cial denials and
realities on the
ground. While
responsibility is publicly rejected, developments point to
sustained escalation using advanced military tools—rais-
ing serious concerns about adherence to international
legal obligations.

The implications extend beyond the region. Disrup-
tions to energy supplies are no longer incidental; they
are being used as strategic leverage, with direct conse-
quences for global markets and economic stability.

At a broader level, the crisis reveals a recurring flaw
in how conflicts are managed: major military actions
are often undertaken without sufficient coordination or
meaningful consultation with regional stakeholders. The
result is predictable—regional states bear the greatest
cost, becoming the primary victims of conflicts they
neither initiated nor shaped. This raises legitimate ques-
tions about compliance with principles of international
responsibility and good faith.

Iran now appears to be navigating a complex strategic
dilemma, attempting to balance diplomatic messaging
with actions that intensify tensions—an approach that
reflects inconsistency rather than strategic clarity.

The conclusion is clear: this is no longer a moment
for hesitation. Either state conduct aligns with inter-
national law and respect for sovereignty, or the region
risks prolonged instability. For the Gulf, the path for-
ward requires a decisive shift—from reacting to events
to shaping them. A more assertive and coordinated
Gulf strategy is no longer optional; it is essential to se-
curing stability and redefining the region’s balance of
power.

rather than
strategic clarity

(Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the Edi-
tor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune and the President
of the Arab-African Unity Organisation for Relief,
Human Rights and Counterterrorism)

A hearse decorated with pictures of (L-R) Iranian spiritual leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, Iran’s slain supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and Iran’s new Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei drives past Iranians attending the funeral ceremony of Iran’s Revolutionary Guards spokesperson Ali Mohammad Naini

US hits Iran missile bunker

Warplanes hit underground facility storing anti-ship missiles

AFP | Tehran

he Us military declared
Tyesterday it had taken out

an Iranian bunker housing
weapons threatening oil and gas
shipments in the Strait of Hormuz,
as thousands of Iranians marked
Eid al-Fitr with prayer.

The US statement appeared de-
signed to calm the concerns of
energy markets and of Washing-
ton’s sceptical international allies,
more than 20 of whom issued a
statement vowing to back efforts
to re-open the key sea lane.

Admiral Brad Cooper, head of
US Central Command, said US war
planes had dropped 5,000-pound
bombs on an underground facility
on Iran’s coast that was storing
anti-ship cruise missiles, mobile
launchers and other equipment.

“We not only took out the facil-
ity, but also destroyed intelligence
support sites and missile radar
relays that were used to monitor
ship movements,” Cooper said in

a video statement, revealing de-
tails of a strike first announced on
Tuesday.

As consumers count the cost of
attacks on energy facilities in the
Gulf, including the world’s larg-
est gas hub, US President Donald
Trump has slammed NATO allies
as “cowards” and urged them to
secure the strait.

Iran has choked the channel,
through which around a fifth of the
world’s crude oil and liquefied nat-
ural gas passes during peacetime.

Foreign Minister Abbas Aragh-
chi said Tehran had only imposed
restrictions on vessels from coun-
tries involved in attacks against
Iran, and would offer assistance
to others that stayed out of the
conflict.

Iran also denies claims -- cited
in the 20-country joint statement
-- that it has deployed mines in the
channel.

Remarkable endurance?
The standoff has sent crude oil

Saudi intercepts

more than 20
drones in east:

defence ministry

AFP | Riyadh

S audi Arabia intercepted 22 drones
in the east of the country, the de-
fence ministry said yesterday, as Iran

continues striking Gulf nations.

“10 drones intercepted and de-
stroyed in the eastern region,” the
Saudi defence ministry posted on X.

The ministry later posted that its
air defences had shot down 12 more

drones, also in the east.

Iran has kept up retaliatory attacks
on Saudi Arabia and nearby nations in
response to US and Israeli strikes that
have sparked a war that has spread
across the Middle East since late last

month.

prices soaring, with a barrel of
North Sea Brent crude up more
than 50 percent over the past
month and now comfortably more
than $105.

Analysts, meanwhile, say Iran’s
Islamic government has survived
the loss of its top leaders and
that its strike capacity is proving
more resilient than expected, with
drones, missiles and launchers ap-
parently able to continue retali-
atory strikes for another four to
six weeks.

“They’re showing a lot of re-
silience that we didn’t perhaps
expect, that the Us didn’t ex-
pect, when it took this on,” Neil
Quilliam of Chatham House told
the London-based think tank’s
podcast.

“But the IRGC, the Iranian re-
gime, it’s deep, it has these roots,
this institutional strength... it’s
quite remarkable how they’ve
managed to endure.”

Meanwhile, Tehran marked the
end of Ramadan as the war entered

its fourth week.

Iran’s supreme leader tradition-
ally leads Eid al-Fitr prayers, but
Mojtaba Khamenei, who came
to power earlier this month after
his father was killed in US-Israeli
strikes, has remained out of the
public eye.

Instead, the head of the judi-
ciary, Gholam Hossein Mohseni
Ejei, attended prayers at central
Tehran’s Imam Khomeini grand
mosque, which was overflowing,
with worshippers flooding the
streets outside.

The previous evening, airstrikes
had darkened the mood as the city
celebrated Nowruz, the Persian
New Year.

“The atmosphere of the New
Year was spreading through the
city. Places like Tajrish or Go-
lestan Shahrak, where I went, were
full of well-dressed and beauti-
ful women buying flowers,” said
Farid, an advertising executive,
reached by AFP through an online
message.

Israeli security personnel inspect the damage at a kindergarten that was hit following a strike over Rishon Lezion on the
outskirts of Tel Aviv
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Iran
‘unsuccessfully’
targeted Diego
Garcia base, UK
official source

AFP | London

Iran was “unsuccessful” in tar-
geting the joint UK-US Indian
Ocean military base at Diego Gar-
cia, a UK official source confirmed
yesterday, after the Wall Street
Journal reported Tehran fired
two ballistic missiles at it.

Diego Garcia, which is around
2,500 miles (4,000 kilometres)
from Iranian territory, is one of
the two bases the UK has allowed
the United States to use for “de-
fensive operations” in its war
against Iran.

On Friday, the UK government
said it would allow Washington to
use its bases in Diego Garcia and
Fairford in southwest England to
target Iranian “missile sites and
capabilities being used to attack

ships in the Strait of Hormuz”.

A picture shows damaged buildings following an Israeli airstrike that targeted the Haret Hreik neighbourhood in the southern suburbs of the Lebanese capital
Beirut

Trump mulls winding down war

President says US “getting very close” to objectives after three weeks of war

AFP | Washington

resident Donald Trump
P said that he was consider-

ing “winding down” mili-
tary operations against Iran, as
the United States temporarily
eased sanctions on Iranian oil
shipments to stem a global sup-
ply crisis.

Iran launched a new wave of
drone and missile attacks on Sau-
di Arabia and Israel meanwhile
after supreme leader Mojtaba
Khamenei claimed to have dealt

a “dizzying blow” to his coun-
try’s enemies.

Trump, in a post on Truth So-
cial, said the United States was
“getting very close to meeting
our objectives as we consider
winding down our great Military
efforts in the Middle East.”

His post was the strongest
indication yet that he may be
prepared to soon end hostilities
that began on February 28.

White House Press Secretary
Karoline Leavitt, in a post on
X shortly after Trump’s mes-

Q

DONALD TRUMP

“Tomorrow marks week 3 --
and the US Armed Forces are
doing an exceptional job,” Leavitt
continued. “Day by day, the Ira-
nian Regime is being crippled,
and their ability to threaten the
United States and our allies is
being significantly weakened.”

Amid growing concern over oil
prices and global supply short-
ages, the US Treasury said it was

sage, said “the President and temporarily lifting sanctions on
the Pentagon predicted it would Iranian oil already loaded onto
take approximately 4-6 weeksto vessels.

achieve this mission.”

Iran says Natanz nuclear site hit

AFP | Tehran

According to Iran’s atomic
energy organisation, the
US and Israel targeted a plant
at Natanz in Isfahan province,
which hosts underground cen-
trifuges to enrich uranium for
Iran’s disputed nuclear pro-
gramme and was already dam-
aged in last year’s June war.

“Following the criminal at-
tacks by the United States and
the usurping Zionist regime
against our country, the... Na-
tanz enrichment complex was
targeted this morning,” the or-
ganisation said, in a statement
carried by the Tasnim news
agency.

No leakage of nuclear materi-
als was reported, it added.

The head of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),
Rafael Grossi, called for “mili-
tary restraint to avoid any risk
of a nuclear accident”, but the
UN watchdog confirmed that
no increase in off-site radia-
tion levels had been reported.
Asked about Natanz, the Israeli
military said it was “not aware
of a strike”.

The authorization allows for

the delivery and sale of Irani-
an crude oil and other petrole-
um products loaded onto ships
before March 20 and will last
through April 19, it said.

“By temporarily unlocking this
existing supply for the world,
the United States will quickly
bring approximately 140 million
barrels of oil to global markets,
expanding the amount of world-
wide energy and helping to re-
lieve the temporary pressures on
supply caused by Iran,” Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent said.

AFP | Washington

More than 20 countries
yesterday said they
would contribute to efforts
ensuring safe passage in the
Strait of Hormuz, condemn-
ing Iran’s closure of the vital
waterway.

“We condemn in the strong-
est terms recent attacks by Iran
on unarmed commercial ves-
sels in the Gulf, attacks on ci-
vilian infrastructure including
oil and gas installations, and the
de facto closure of the Strait of

Hormuz by Iranian forces,” said
the 22 countries, mostly Euro-
pean but also including the UAE
and Bahrain.

“We express our readiness
to contribute to appropriate
efforts to ensure safe passage
through the Strait. We welcome
the commitment of nations
who are engaging in prepara-
tory planning,” they said in a
joint statement.

After the Us and Israel
launched attacks on Iran on
February 28, Tehran has retal-
iated with strikes on its Gulf

More than 20 countries say want to contribute
to efforts for safe passage in Hormuz strait

neighbours but also on vessels
in the strait.

From March 1 to 19, com-
modities carriers made just
116 crossings, according to an-
alytics firm Kpler -- a decrease
of 95 percent from peacetime
averages.

Iran’s de facto blockade of
the Strait of Hormuz, through
which 20 percent of the world’s
oil and gas normally flows, and
the numerous attacks on oil
and gas infrastructure in the
Middle East, have sent energy
prices soaring.

AFP | Geneva

he Middle East war risks

becoming unpredictable in
terms of its duration and out-
come, Switzerland’s foreign
minister said in an interview
published yesterday.

The conflict is further com-
plicating the situation in the
region, Ignazio Cassis told Le
Temps newspaper.

“If the goal was to resolve
everything with an operation
like the one in Venezuela, that
hasn’t been achieved,” he said.

“And we risk getting involved
in a war whose duration, in-
tensity, and outcome are dif-
ficult to predict. There’s also
the escalation of the conflict
across the entire region, the
Middle East. This is precisely
what Switzerland has always
sought to avoid.”

For decades, militarily neu-
tral Switzerland has played a
key role in maintaining basic
diplomatic contacts between
Iran and the United States.

In its role as the so-called
protecting power, Switzerland
has been representing US inter-
ests in Iran since Washington

Middle East war risks becoming
unpredictable: Switzerland

broke off relations with Tehran
after the 1980 hostage crisis,
a year after the Iranian revo-
lution.

“The role of communication
channel continues; it has not
been denounced by either side.
But currently, it does not apply,
since communication is, unfor-
tunately, carried out by force of
arms,” said Cassis.

US and Iranian negotiators
held indirect talks on Tehran’s
nuclear programme, through
Omani mediators, in Switzer-
land on February 26.

Two days later, the United
States and Israel began their
attacks on Iran. Tehran has
responded by striking targets
across the Gulf region and be-
yond.

Cassis said he had spoken
with the negotiating parties on
February 26. “They all seemed
to think we still had some time
to reach a solution,” he said.

“When progress is being
made, you obviously can’t be
happy when a war breaks out
just as you’re making headway.
History shows that most con-
flicts end up being resolved
around a negotiating table.”
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Spoke with President
Dr. Masoud Pezeshki-
an and conveyed Eid and
Nowruz greetings. We ex-
pressed hope that this fes-
tive season brings peace,
stability and prosperity
to West Asia. Condemned
attacks on critical infra-
structure in the region,
which threaten region-
al stability and disrupt
global supply chains. Re-
iterated the importance
of safeguarding freedom
of navigation and ensur-
ing that shipping lanes
remain open and secure.
Appreciated Iran’s con-
tinued support for the
safety and security of
Indian nationals in Iran.
@drpezeshkian
@narendramodi

02

Rgcism exists in every
ociety, country &
region of the world. All
governments, institutions,
businesses & communi-
ties must work together
to #FightRacism & safe-
guard the dignity, justice,
equality & human rights
that belong to every per-
son.

@antonioguterres

03

huck was an icon. I
am grateful that T was
able to work with him in
multiple ways over the
years, from promoting
fitness to sharing the
screen together. He was
a badass, in real life and
in Hollywood. His legend
will be with us forever.
My thoughts are with his
family.
@schwarzenegger

Disclaimer: (Views expressed
by columnists are personal and
need not necessarily reflect our

editorial stances)
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Hezhollah says clashing with Israeli troops
in two south Lebanon border towns

Hezbollah fighters engage Israeli troops in direct combat across strategic southern Lebanese border towns

@ Direct clashes
reported in Khiam
and Naqura

@ Israeli jets strike
Beirut’s southern
suburbs overnight

AFP | Riyadh

he Tran-backed Hezbol-

I lah group said its fighters

clashed with Israeli forc-

es in two south Lebanon border

towns on Saturday, in the third

week of the latest war between
the foes.

Lebanon was pulled into the
broader Middle East war when
Hezbollah began firing rockets
into Israel on March 2 to avenge
the killing of Iran’s supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
in Israeli-Us attacks.

Israel has responded with
heavy strikes across Lebanon
and ground incursions in the
border area, killing more than
1,000 people according to Leb-
anese authorities.

Hezbollah in a statement said
that for four hours on Saturday,

Fighting vehicles are seen at a staging area near the border with Lebanon in the Upper Galilee in northern Israel

its fighters had been engaging in
“direct clashes with forces from
the Israeli enemy army in the
town of Khiam with light and
medium weapons” and rockets.

The strategic town, located
around 40 kilometres (25 miles)

inland, overlooks swathes of
southern Lebanon as well as
parts of northern Israel, and was
the first point into which Israeli
forces advanced after the start of
the latest war.

In recent days, the Shia Mus-

lim movement has repeatedly
said it has targeted Israeli forc-
es and vehicles in Khiam and
nearby, or clashed with Israeli
soldiers there.

Hezbollah also said its fight-
ers clashed with Israeli forces

in the coastal border town of
Naqura, home to the headquar-
ters of peacekeepers from the
United Nations Interim Force
in Lebanon.

The Iran-backed group said
Israeli soldiers “tried to pene-
trate... towards the Naqura mu-
nicipality building”, adding that
its fighters fought them with
light and medium weapons.

Israel kept forces in five south
Lebanon areas it deemed stra-
tegic despite a November 2024
ceasefire that sought to end the
previous war with Hezbollah.

One of those positions was in
Labbouneh, just around three
kilometres from Naqura.

Also on Saturday, Hezbollah
said its fighters had targeted Is-
raeli soldiers near the border
and in other south Lebanon
towns.

Israel’s army instead said it
struck “a number of Hezbollah
headquarters” in Beirut’s south-
ern suburbs overnight after issu-
ing an evacuation warning for
the area, known as a Hezbollah
stronghold.

The strikes came as Shia Mus-
lims in Lebanon began celebrat-
ing Eid al-Fitr, a major holiday
that follows the holy month of

YOU
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Despite the November
2024 ceasefire, Israel
still keeps forces in
five strategic south
Lebanon areas, in-
cluding near Naqura,
where Hezbollah says
its fighters repelled Is-
raeli attempts to push
toward the town’s

municipal building

Ramadan.

On Saturday morning, an AFP
correspondent in the area’s
Haret Hreik neighbourhood saw
a multi-storey building that had
been partly destroyed in one of
the strikes.

The Israeli army also said its
troops killed several Hezbollah
operatives “during a targeted
ground operation in southern
Lebanon” overnight.

14 killed in South
Korea car plant fire

Heavy smoke rise following a fire at a car parts plant in Daejeon
AFP | Seoul

Fourteen people were killed
in a fire in a car parts fac-
tory in South Korea that also
injured 59 others, authorities
told AFP Saturday, updating
a previous toll of 11 fatalities.

Fire crews were initially un-
able to enter the factory in the
central city of Daejeon to look
for survivors due to the risk of
the building collapsing.

The response was also ham-
pered by sodium stored at the
site, which can explode if im-
properly handled, according
to South Korea’s Yonhap news
agency.

Around 170 workers were at
the plant when the fire broke
out at about 1:00 pm (0400
GMT) Friday, according to Yon-
hap.

“We can confirm the latest
death toll has risen to 14, with
no one reported missing,” an
official from the interior min-

istry’s department that han-
dles fires and other disasters
told AFP.

Officials have not said what
may have caused the fire,
which spread rapidly. A wit-
ness told Yonhap about hear-
ing an explosion.

Fire crews could be seen
shooting water onto the site
from cranes while a thick
column of black smoke filled
the sky in images released by
Yonhap.

The fire was extinguished by
Saturday afternoon.

President Lee Jae Myung
visited the site and met be-
reaved families, promising to
provide full support for vic-
tims and their families, Yonhap
said.

“The government will thor-
oughly investigate the cause of
the incident and prepare fun-
damental measures to prevent
such tragedies,” Lee wrote on
X.

Arab nations condemn
Israeli strikes on Syria

Saudi Arabia and regional powers condemn Israeli strikes, urge global intervention

@ Strikes hit southern
Syria camps

® Saudi calls it
“flagrant violation”
of international law

AFP | Riyadh

audi Arabia’s foreign min-
S istry condemned on Satur-

day Israel’s strikes on Syri-
an army camps as “aggression”,
joining other Arab nations and
Turkey in calling on the interna-
tional community to intervene.

Israel’s military said on Friday
it had struck southern Syria in
response to what it called at-
tacks against the Druze commu-
nity in Sweida province.

Israel had bombed Syria dur-
ing a deadly bout of sectarian
violence last year, saying it was
acting to defend the minority
group.

The Saudi foreign ministry
said in a statement that the king-
dom condemned “the blatant
Israeli aggression... in flagrant
violation of international law
and Syrian sovereignty”.

It urged the international
community “to put an end to
Israel’s violations of interna-
tional laws and norms”.

The Turkish foreign ministry
earlier called the Israeli attack
“a dangerous escalation” that

Iron Dome interceptors go up behind a group of Israeli soldiers along the border with Lebanon, in the Upper Galilee in
northern Israel

must be stopped.

Egypt, Jordan, Qatar and Ku-
wait all joined in condemning
the Israeli strikes, stressing the
need to ensure Syria’s sover-
eignty and the global commu-
nity’s role in preventing such
attacks.

Cairo’s foreign ministry urged
“the UN Security Council to as-
sume its responsibilities and
take immediate action to put
an end to these ongoing Israeli
violations and attacks”.

The Israeli strikes came as

war roiled the Middle East af-
ter the US and Israel attacked
Iran on February 28, sparking
a conflict that has engulfed
much of the region, although
Syria has avoided being dragged
into it.

The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights (SOHR) reported
on Thursday that clashes with
government forces in Sweida
province left at least four Druze
fighters dead.

Israeli shelling later hit res-
idential neighbourhoods in

Sweida city, the Observatory
said.

After the overthrow of Syria’s
longtime ruler Bashar al-Assad
in December 2024, Israel moved
its forces into the UN-patrolled
demilitarised zone on the Is-
raeli-annexed Golan Heights,
and has carried out hundreds of
strikes in Syria as well as regular
incursions.

The military said on Friday it
“will not allow harm to come to
Druze in Syria and will continue
to act for their protection”.
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VACANCIES
AVAILABLE

BRILLIANT DECORE SERVICES W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of RECEPTIONIST
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 35572062 or ABDULQAYYUAM281@
GMAIL.COM

MONARCH TECHNICAL SERVICES W.L.L. has
a vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVI-
SOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact
17140119 or monarch@batelco.com.bh

GEORGEINA ELECTRCAL CONTRACTING has
avacancy for the occupation of OFFICE HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
39168636 or r7alnass@gmail.com

SSP Bahrain WLL has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17210389 or tomas@
ssphahrain.com

HARLEEN SPECIALIZED CONTRACTING W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33615001 or BITTUSANDHU530@
GMAIL.COM

MESH BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY
has a vacancy for the occupation of CUS-
TOMER SERVICES COORDINATOR, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36121619 or
mazameg@gmail.com

ALNAJM AL ABYAD REAL ESTATEW.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of RENT COLLEC-
TOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact
36555561 or ALNAJIM19486@GMAIL.COM

ADNAN HOLIDAYS TRAVEL AND TOURISM
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 36881283 or BAHGOOD@
YAH00.COM

AHMED MOHAMMED JASSIM CONSTRUC-
TION CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of MACHINE OPERATOR, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17784584 or HR@AM-
JASSIM.COM

AHMED MOHAMMED JASSIM CONSTRUC-
TION CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17784584 or
HR@AMJASSIM.COM

CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33888886 or HAMAD@SPECTRUMOIL-
FIELD.COM

MOHAMMED HABIB MOHAMMED ABDULLA
has a vacancy for the occupation of BREAD
BAKER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 66333744 or mohhmohl@gmail.com

PAVONE TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33886232 or PPBI-
JU27@YAH00.COM

KAFLAN CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33316767 or kaflanconstrution@gmail.com

PAK DEESI BAZAR W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 36815455 or NAEEM.
BAJWAI@GMAIL.COM

ASWANA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MASON, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39100113 or
ASWANA2020@GMAIL.COM

HONG KONG CHINESE RESTAURANT W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of WAIT-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
39692001 or HONGKONG@BATELCO.COM.BH

DARMAN FURNITURE WORKSHOP W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY VE-
HICLE DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33328694 or DARMAN.CARGO@
YAH00.COM

ZOHAL CONSTRUCTION CO. W.LL. has a
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIV-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
17877277 or zohalcc@batelco.com.bh

EBENEZER BUILDING CONTRACTS has a
vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33130880 or hanan.adel3313@gmail.com

JAHECON W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of DRIVER/OPERATOR(EARTH DRILLING
MACHINE), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17244111 or JAHECON@BATELCO.
COM.BH

ONE 2 GO SUPERMARKET CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 39181591
or ZAKIRKASHMIRI.ZK512@GMAIL.COM

AL RIWAQ AL FASSI MOROCCAN RESTAU-
RANT AND CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 36636688 or HAMADAEL-
SOKAIR@YAH00.COM

HAEZAL CAFETERIA W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17651884 or
INFO@SWIFTMSERVICE.COM

AMWELL MIDDLE EAST W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17730871 or
amwellmd@amwellme.co

PK ICE BAR CAFETERIA W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of CONFECTIONER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36212575 or
ADEELROSES@YAH00.COM

Al Rayah For Safety Items WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17822228 or RASHEED@SECURICORE.BH

Al Rayah For Safety Items WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17822228 or RASHEED@SECURICORE.BH

RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17830801 or
Abbas@ramsis.com.bh

Mechanical Contracting & Services Compa-
ny W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM

Mechanical Contracting & Services Compa-
ny W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
FOREMAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM

Mechanical Contracting & Services Compa-
ny W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
WELDER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM

GEMS REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of ADMINISTRATIVE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can contact
37237711 or flora.medallon@gmail.com

ARCAL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17701900 or hrd@arcal.biz

SIYANA INDUSTRIAL SERVICES & SIAM
SCAFFOLDS- SIMPLE COMMANDITE COMPA-
NY has a vacancy for the occupation of EM-
PLOYEE(OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17273133 or
SIAM7373@BATELCO.COM.BH

RUKUN ALYAQEEN INTERNATIONAL W.L.L.
has a vacancy for the occupation of ELEC-
TRICAL SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17718033 or BHABANI.
MISHRA@rayinternational.bh

ELAMES MARBLE FACTORY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MACHINE OPERA-
TOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact
17701166 or HAMAD@BEHZAD-GROUP.COM

bint abdan men salon has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of HAIR DRESSER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33395955 or EBTISAM.
ABDAN@GMAIL.COM

NEW HORIZON SCHOOL W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of ADMINISTRATOR,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17595372 or JOYMATHEWS@LIVE.COM

A J M KOOHEJI GROUP BSC CLOSED has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL,  suitably  qualified
applicants can contact 66666564 or Imra@
AJMKOOHEJI.COM

NESTO SUPERMARKET & DEPARTMENT
STORE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17227206 or GEEPAS-
BAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM

NESTO SUPERMARKET & DEPARTMENT
STORE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 39151200 or WESTERNBAH-
RAIN2021@GMAIL.COM

ARIN LIFE REAL ESTATE COW.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MANAGER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33928806 or
lifearin2@gmail.com

DSV SOLUTIONS B.S.C CLOSED has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN(MAIN-
TENANCE), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17461000 or hincy.varghese@dsv.com

SOUTH GATE CONSTRUCTION AND CLEANING
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
77061717 or YKHALFAN@GMAIL.COM

SIX BROTHERS FURNITURE AND HOUSEHOLD
ARTICLES W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(SALES), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 37328258 or AFNAN-
JUTT430@GMAIL.COM

ALNOOR INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TEACHER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17736773 or
roonlasc@batelco.com.bh

SAFA MARWA CONTRACTING has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-

TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36409792 or HA420145@GMAIL.COM

qualified applicants can contact 17674319 or
DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET

applicants can contact 34232696 or atif-
shahzad2011@gmail.com

AMREEN RESTAURANT has a vacancy for
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39336677 or ashrafra-
na029@gmail.com

FABREKO ~ CONSTRUCTION  COMPANY
WLL has a vacancy for the occupation of
CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33422370 or
AWAISCH3333@HOTMAIL.COM

Continental Office Equipment & Systems W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES EX-
ECUTIVE REPRESENTATIVE, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17814666 or hr@conti-
nental-grp.com

ABU MUNEEB MAINTENANCE SERVICE CO
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER(ELECTRICIAN/WIREMAN), *suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33414013 or
m.fazain4550@gmail.com

JAVED AKHTAR PUBLICITY ADVERTISING
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation of
PRINTING COMPOSER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33450121 or ALIJAVEDA-
KHTAR52@GMAIL.COM

HUSSAIN FAKHR CONTRACTING has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 37000736 or H93U@HOTMAIL.COM

ALSAFA AND MARWA WELDING, BLACK-
SMITH, AND FABRICATION WORKSHOP has a
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
38001765 or DANA44012@GMAIL.COM

RENAD CAR AUTO SERVICE has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER (CAR ME-
CHANICAL WORKSHOP), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39854843 or AHMAD-
MOHDO0200@GMAIL.COM

CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.LL has
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17822228 or hrdept@circle.bh

RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17830801 or
Abbas@ramsis.com.bh

raybon kingdom 2 cosmetics has a vacancy
for the occupation of AUTOMOBILE POLISH-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
TTT44447 or M.66661666 @GMAIL.COM

RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MANAGER (PROJ-
ECT), suitably qualified applicants can contact
17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.com.bh

LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of RETAIL TRADE
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.
com

DIALA TOWER CONTRACTING EST. has a
vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17233306 or ABDULLAALJAAFAR@GMAIL.
COM

ELEGANCE EDGE SERVICES W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR(IN-
TERNAL WORKS), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33060472 or ATIFALIT@GMAIL.
COM

NUR AL KHAIR CONSTRUCTION AND REAL
ESTATE CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 38888256 or
nuralkhairconstruction@gmail.com

SOUGAT ARYANA TRADING CO W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33281242 or  SOUGATARYANATRADING@
GMAIL.COM

COSTPLAN CONSTRUCTION AND ADVERTIS-
ING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36725023 or
SHAREEFBAPU5@GMAIL.COM

IMRAN SALON BAHRAINI  PARTNERSHIP
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation
of BARBER-HAIRDRESSER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 36153059 or rashada-
i669@gmail.com

THE EASIEST CHOICE FOR OFFICE SUP-
PORT has a vacancy for the occupation of
CLERK(MANAGEMENT).GENERAL,  suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17601454 or
PRINCESS-000@LIVE.COM

Al Alwan real estate co. w.L.| has a vacancy for
the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 38253356 or
ghorisyed902@gmail.com

ZAD CONTRACTING AND TRADING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33326898 or
THE-HEAVEN84@HOTMAIL.COM

H R F FOOD STUFF SUPPLY COMPANY W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUN-
TANTS, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 13670555 or INFO@HRF-BH.COM
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MECHANICAL HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.com.bh

CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33888886 or HAMAD@SPECTRUMOIL-
FIELD.COM

RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SHEET METAL WORK-
ERS (GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.com.bh

CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33888886 or HAMAD@SPECTRUMOIL-
FIELD.COM

SAYBOLT INTERNATONAL B. V. has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of GENERAL MANAG-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
17723899 or SAYBOLT.BAHRAIN@CORELAB.COM

CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33888886 or HAMAD@SPECTRUMOIL-
FIELD.COM

GOSSIPS SALON W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of HAIRDRESSER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 38133331 or UM-
TALALT1316@GMAIL.COM

FLIP BIT TECHNOLOGY W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of SERVICES HELPER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 38783999 or
MDIMRAN181@GMAIL.COM

Delta Security Services Co. W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17262725 or hr@delta-ss.me

NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.LL)
has a vacancy for the occupation of WELD-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
17725522 or yousif@aanass.net

AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy for
the occupation of OBSERVER / FOREMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com

synergic facility services has a vacancy for the
occupation of DRIVER(FOOD DISTRIBUTION),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
66637663 or HESSAHESSAHESSA@YAH00.COM

Mechanical Contracting & Services Company
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of SU-
PERVISOR (SITE), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM

GULF FENCING & SPECIALIST SURFACING
EST. has a vacancy for the occupation of HOR-
TICULTURIST, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17591197 or rasha@gfss.com.bh

SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of SANDBLAST-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
17674319 or DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET

PILOT MEDIA BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation
of SALES EXCUTIVE, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17484066 or PRESRUTHI@
GMAIL.COM

Fuji Electric Co Ltd- Foreign Branch has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR FOR
SERVICES, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17564569 or dhanya.anup@fujielec-
tric.com

AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com

AL KOOHEJI ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS &
CONSTRUCTION WLL has a vacancy for the
occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17701711 or Imra@kecc.me

INTEGRATED FACILITY MANAGEMENT W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com

AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy for
the occupation of OBSERVER / FOREMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com

LAHORE ELECTRIC WORKSHOP has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39404069 or
D.LOURI@AOU.0RG.BH

UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL CONTRACTS
has a vacancy for the occupation of WELD-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
17491190 or usme(@batelco.com.bh

SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of RIGGER, suitably

Gaoping Trading W.L.L. has a vacancy for the
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified

AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com

AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com

AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com

AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com

JANET GANITO MANCAO has a vacancy for
the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36428158 or
MMMINHAS560@GMAIL.COM

SILK & PEARL LADIES FASHION has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 38747755 or
HAMADRAJAB91@GMAIL.COM

Glass Tech Industries B.S.C closed has a
vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39697800 or mannaigr@mannaigroup.net

INTEGRATED FACILITY MANAGEMENT W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com

LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of RETAIL TRADE
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.
com

FAST AND MOVE CONSULTANCY W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
36192350 or GULFBAHRAIN33@GMAIL.COM

LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of BUTCHER (AN-
IMALS), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com

DAR ABDULLA RESTAURANT has a vacancy
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 66753266 or MJA-
HANARA4TTA@GMAIL.COM

EXCELLENCE INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of FITTER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17532010 or a.jawahery@exibah.com

TEAM 90 BAHRAIN SERVICES W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can contact
33212074 or KHUSHMAQAN12@GMAIL.COM

USAMA MUNIR REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE WORKER
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36450052 or NOORSHAHACSERVICES@
GMAIL.COM

AVANGARD FOOTBALL ACADEMY W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39624120 or AHOPUEO@YAH00.COM

MUKHTAR AHMED CARGO HANDLING W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33279393 or MAJIDALI8685@GMAIL.COM

NIZMI TECHNOLOGY W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 35330746 or
JUNAIDSHAH627@YAHO00.COM

JIBOO FOOD TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation of
DRIVER(MOTOR-CYCLE), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33929504 or TRNCKBS@
GMAIL.COM

JIBOO FOOD TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation of
DRIVER(MOTOR-CYCLE), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33929504 or TRNCKBS@
GMAIL.COM

KAIA LINEN TRADING has a vacancy for the
occupation of CHOCOLATE MAKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39661551 or
Aysha.mbd@gmail.com

PRIVATE 84 FOR BUYING AND SELLING USED
CARS has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33644968 or PRIVATER-
IFFA@HOTMAIL.COM

NEW IDEA SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of CONSULTANT, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 37119704 or
Aqua Global Logistics W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39581236 or
mgr.colrrrpOg88@agquaiglloballoipigistics.com

ALI JUSSAIN ABDULLA HAMADA" MAZYON

ALKIR / 6633 " has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of FISHERMAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17686522 or ALIHAMA-
DA1955@GMAIL.COM

AWALI HOSPITAL COMPANY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of NURSE(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact
39958050 or DANA.ALMUHANA@BAPCOEN-
ERGIES.COM

FALCON ISLAND CLEANING EST has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL,  suitably  qualified
applicants can contact 33454414 or falcon-i@
hotmail.com

AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy for
the occupation of RIGGER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17265555 or adeel.ha-
meed@al-aali.com

Abu Sara Alsamahiji Trading has a vacancy for
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17263331 or F.AL-
SAMHIJI@GMAIL.COM

TRUST91 REAL ESTATE MANAGEMENT has a
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can contact
33343321 or RASHED.RIFFA@GMAIL.COM

RIZCO MAINTENANCE AND SERVICE W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER(MACHINERY), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33770118 or RIZWAN.SIDHU@
YAH00.COM

ACCURATE INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT MAIN-
TENANCE WLL has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of TURNER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17550191 or accurateindustrial@
gmail.com

BFC Payments B.S.C.(Closed) has a vacancy
for the occupation of AUDITING MANAGER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17576262 or TAHER.HUSSAIN@BFC.COM.BH

MAHDI AHMED ALl SALMAN has a vacancy
for the occupation of FARMER(GENERAL),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33331855 or mahdiahmedali75@gmail.com

Green Cool Freeze Trading Co. WLL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of AIR-CONDITION-
ING TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33897982 or greencoolfreeze.
bh@gmail.com

Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17749697 or secure.
me(@live.com

ALMOND TREE BOUTIQUE W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17593395 or
JABER65@GMAIL.COM

SALVIS CAFEW.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of KITCHEN AIDE, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17000585 or hrsupport@
alshammarygroup.com

MOHAMED ASKAR ABDULLA SHAREEA AL-
ANZI has a vacancy for the occupation of
PROMOTER(COMMERCIAL), ~suitably ~qual-
ified applicants can contact 38914200 or
ASKARABDULLABH@GMAIL.COM

IKRAM PERFUMES AND WATCHES W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39424492 or SH_AMNAH@HOTMAIL.COM

BAHRAIN PRECAST CONCRETE CO W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17875600 or JSA@BPC.BH

Bu Ali Spice Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WAITER (RESTURANTS), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17240030 or
hr@bualigroup.bh

BAHRAIN PRECAST CONCRETE CO WL.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17875600 or JSA@BPC.BH

BAHRAIN PRECAST CONCRETE CO W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIV-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
17875600 or JSA@BPC.BH

CITY CONNECT GENERAL TRADE has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALES EXECUTIVE
REPRESENTATIVE, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17683131 or BASILORAIBI@
GMAIL.COM

HAMASHA MOTORS SERVICES W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of SENIOR ADVI-
SOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact
35392369 or ENGEHAB83@GMAIL.COM

Tandoori Tarka Restaurant W.LL. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WAITER (RES-
TURANTS), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33777328 or ABUAREEBATRADING@
YAH00.COM

MUHAMMAD JASIM SERVICES W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
34354460 or INFO.TRUEOUTH@GMAIL.COM
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AASHI RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33956025 or DIMEN-
SIONAL.STONES@GMAIL.COM

ALADLIYA CONTRACTING ESTABLISHMENT
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39602882 or
alsediqqi12@outlook.com

UNION WORLD BUILDING has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 36636622 or hr@eraprojects.net

MILLENIUM CONTRACTING W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 35588880 or abdul68.bh@gmail.com

ZUHU RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33131708 or
SURFRAZMB@YAHO00.COM

ZAKI STAR CLEANING COMPANY W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can contact
38868178 or GULFYATRABH@GMAIL.COM

UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL CONTRACTS
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17491190 or usmc@
batelco.com.bh

K.P MANPOWER W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17008217 or JALALE-
BRAHIM@GMAIL.COM

FLORA CONTRACTING MAINTENANCE SER-
VICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17623882 or accounts@florabh.com

K.P MANPOWER W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17008217 or JALALE-
BRAHIM@GMAIL.COM

S M D S SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
38181800 or VINCENT@SMDSGROUP.COM

FRASCO SERVICES has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of OFFICE WORKER HELPER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33833439 or
FRASCO.SERVICE@GMAIL.COM

EYE LINE CONTRACTING has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
34585803 or WABDULLA979@GMAIL.COM

NATIONAL READYMIX CO. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17786665 or
pro@ncchahrain.com

GUARDUS SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17400407 or HRD@ALMOAYYEDCG.COM

G648 Secure Solutions Bahrain W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17714409 or mohamed husain@bh.g4s.com

BAHRAIN BURGER COMPANY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SERVER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 37770734 or
ANEESH@FOODVESTHOLDING.COM

INTERNATIONAL 360 SECURITY SERVICES
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation of
SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 77999360 or FISHERMAN-
SENSE@GMAIL.COM

RUKUN ALYAQEEN INTERNATIONAL W.L.L.
has a vacancy for the occupation of CABLE
JOINTER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17718033 or BHABANLMISHRA@ray-
international.bh

MAESTRO FURNITURE INDUSTRIES W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of CARPEN-
TER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
17742434 or ANNAMALAI@MAESTROADS.
COM

FREE BIRD FOR CLEARANCE AND CARGO
HANDLING has a vacancy for the occupation of
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17003831 or MOHDSAEEDT19@
GMAIL.COM

Arabian International Contracting CO. W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVI-
SOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact
39677780 or AWNALSERV@BATELCO.COM.BH

ALI AHMED ALI YAQOOB ALHAMAR ( JADOOM
/2102 ) has a vacancy for the occupation of
SEAMAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39022780 or HLA-SHABAB@HOT-
MAIL.COM

HOLLYWOOD BARBER STUDIO CO. W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of BARBER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
35143004 or IRFAN.SHERU2020@GMAIL.COM

Carrick ‘haffled’ by inconsistent

enalty calls as Man Utd

Carrick criticises refereeing decisions after United twice surrender lead

@ United draw 2-2
with Bournemouth

® Fernandes scores
from penalty

@ Diallo denied
spot-kick appeal

@ Maguire sent off late

AFP | London

ichael Carrick de-
scribed the inconsist-
ency of penalty deci-

sions in Manchester United’s 2-2
draw at Bournemouth as “crazy”
after his side twice blew a lead
on Friday.

United took the lead from the
spot through Bruno Fernandes
but were denied a second penal-
ty when Amad Diallo went down
inside the box under a challenge
from Adrien Truffert.

Bournemouth immediately
broke to equalise when Truffert
teed up Ryan Christie to level.

A James Hill own goal re-
stored United’s lead before
Harry Maguire was sent-off and
conceded a penalty for bringing
down Evanilson.

The contact on the Brazilian
striker was remarkably similar
to that ignored by the officials

Manchester United’s Portuguese midfielder #08 Bruno Fernandes (R) is tackled by Bournemouth’s English defender #23

James Hill (L)

for Truffert’s challenge on Di-
allo.

However, VAR did not inter-
vene on any of the calls to ask
referee Stuart Attwell to review
his decisions.

“To give one and not give the
other, I just can’t get my head
around - it’s crazy,” said Carrick.

“I can understand that deci-
sion (to send off Maguire) but
we should have had another

penalty and the game would
have been different.

“I thought that was what VAR
was for, to clear things up and
consistency.

“It’s two different decisions,
so a bit baffling really.”

Despite the disappointment
of not stretching clear in third
place in the Premier League,
United remain well-placed for a
return to the Champions League

next season.

With a top-five finish almost
certain to secure a place in Eu-
rope’s elite competition, they
lead sixth-placed Chelsea by
seven points.

United are not in action again
for over three-and-a-half weeks
as an international break is fol-
lowed by the FA Cup quarter-fi-
nals.

“We could have had more to-

Two nearly identical
penalty incidents were
judged differently in
the same match — one
awarded, one ignored
— with VAR choosing
not to review either,
sparking Carrick’s
frustration

Q

I can understand that
decision (to send off
Maguire) but we should
havve had another
penalty and the game
would have been
different. 1 thought that
was what VAR was for,
to clear things up and
consistency

MICHAEL CARRICK

night but it’s not the end of the
world,” added Carrick.

“We’ll come back stronger af-
ter the break.”

US newcomer Anthony crowned
world indoor sprint king

Jordan Anthony

AFP | Torunv

S newcomer Jordan An-
Uthony announced himself
on the global stage by scorch-
ing to gold in the men’s 60m
at the world indoor champi-
onships in Torun, Poland, on
Friday.

The 21-year-old American
champion clocked a season’s
best of 6.41 seconds for a stun-
ning win.

“Winning the gold feels
great but, to be honest, I feel
more excited for the fans than
for myself,” said Anthony, who
switched to track after playing
American football.

“The final was a great race
but T still have a lot left in the
tank. Most importantly, T did
my debut right and T am bring-
ing the gold medal back to the
USA.”

Anthony added: “This felt
easy for me. This proves to me

looking forward to the outdoor

season.”

Jamaica’s Kishane Thomp-
son, the world and Olympic
100m silver medallist, came
in second in a personal best
of 6.45sec as the Caribbean
island’s gold medal drought in
the event continued.

American Trayvon Bro-
mell, who won the 60m back
in 2016 and was part of the

world gold medal-winning

4x100m relay team last year
in Tokyo, claimed bronze in a

photo finish with Thompson.

Defending champion Jere-

miah Azu of Britain was fourth

in 6.46sec.
Anthony has made an elec-

trifying start to his profession-

al career after years of accolade
in the 60m and 100m events at

the NCAA US collegiate level.

This month he won the 60m
at the USATF Indoor Champi-
onships in 6.45sec, ahead of

Bromell and his training part-

ner Noah Lyles, the Ol

ympic

PTOTY,V

Di Giannantonio takes Brazil MotoGP
pole ahead of Bezzecchi, Marquez

(L to R) Pertamina Enduro VR46 Racing Team’s Italian rider Fabio Di Giannantonio, Prima Pramac Yamaha’s Turkish
rider Toprak Razgatloglu and Ducati Lenovo’s Italian rider Francesco Bagnaia compete

AFP | Goiania, Brazil

talian Fabio Di Giannanto-

nio took pole position for the
Brazilian Grand Prix yester-
day, as reigning MotoGP world
champion Marc Marquez was
third fastest in qualifying.

Di Giannantonio, who had to
come through the first qualify-
ing session, seized his first pole
since 2022 with an early lap of
1:17.410.

He will line up just in front of
compatriot Marco Bezzecchi.

Marc Marquez, bidding
for a record-equalling eighth
top-class world title this year,
was one of several big names

complete the front row.

The Spaniard is bidding to
bounce back after being forced
to retire from the first race of
the season in Thailand three
weeks ago.

Fabio Quartararo was fourth
and will be joined on the sec-
ond row by Jorge Martin and
Ai Ogura.

The sprint race was set to
takes place later yesterday, with
the main event Sunday as Mo-
toGP returns to Brazil for the
first time since 2004.

Former world champion
Francesco Bagnaia slid off the
track during one of his laps
in Q2, as did rising star Pedro
Acosta.

maiden MotoGP win in the

sprint race in Buriram earlier
this month before finishing sec-
ond in the Grand Prix to lead
the early standings, could only
qualify in ninth, two places bet-
ter than Bagnaia.

Japan’s Ogura was fastest in
the third and final practice ses-
sion ahead of Alex Marquez and
Quartararo.

Bezzecchi, who won the sea-
son-opener at Buriram but had
previously struggled for pace
this weekend, was then quick-
est in the first qualifying session
to reach Q2.

In the battle for pole, Duca-
ti’s Marc Marquez quickly
went second quickest, before

later.
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@ Alcaraz beats
Fonseca 6-4, 6-4

@ Aryna Sabalenka
beats Ann Li 7-6, 6-4

@ Coco Gauff rallies
to reach third round

@ Ethan Quinn upsets
11th seed Casper Ruud

® Alcaraz to face
Sebastian Korda next

AFP | Miami

orld number one
Carlos Alcaraz was
dialed-in on Friday,

powering past rising Brazilian
talent Joao Fonseca 6-4, 6-4 to
reach the third round of the Mi-
ami Open.

The 22-year-old Spaniard
used an early break in each set
and saved all three break points
he faced in a confident perfor-
mance at Hard Rock Stadium,
where 19-year-old Fonseca was
cheered by a raucous contingent
of fans.

“I was really good from the
beginning until the last ball,”
Alcaraz said. “I know how good
Joao is and that’s why I was re-
ally focused, every point, every
shot, trying to figure out what
is the best possible shot for me.”

Alcaraz bounced back from
his semi-final loss to Daniil Med-
vedev at Indian Wells last week
to improve to 17-1 in 2026.

That includes an Australian
Open title that made him the
youngest man to complete a ca-
reer Grand Slam and a title in

SPOITS
Alcaraz, Sabalenka win Miami openers

World number one Alcaraz overcomes Fonseca as Sabalenka and Gauff advance

Carlos Alcaraz of Spain returns a shot against Joao Fonseca of Brazil

Doha.

Alcaraz gained the upper hand
against 39th-ranked Fonseca
with a break for 2-1 in the open-
ing set, delivering a blistering
forehand service return winner
on break point.

He closed out the set with
a love game, broke Fonseca to
open the second and secured
the victory with his eighth ace
on match point.

It was extra satisfying since
Alcaraz was stunned in his Mi-
ami opener by David Goffin last
year.

“He had a lot of chances to
stay in the match to (keep it)
tight, so I'm just happy to stay
calm, stay positive at these mo-
ments,” said Alcaraz, who next
faces American Sebastian Korda,

Q

I was really good from
the beginning until
the last ball. I know

how good Joao is and

that’s why | was really
focused, every point,
every shot, trying to
figure out what is the
best possible shot for
me

CARLOS ALCARAZ

a 6-0, 6-3 winner over Camilo
Ugo.

Women’s number one Aryna
Sabalenka held off determined
American Ann Li 7-6 (7/5), 6-4 to
launch her Miami title defense.

The Belarusian was pleased
to get through in straight sets
against her 39th-ranked foe in a
match moved to the third show
court as organizers hustled to
get the rain-hit tournament back
on schedule.

She needed more than an hour
to pocket a first set in which she
led 4-1 and wasted seven break
points in the eighth game.

“I was there, I was fighting no
matter what, even though my
game probably wasn’t the best
one that I have,” Sabalenka said.

Fourth-seeded American
Coco Gauff and sixth-seeded
compatriot Amanda Anisimova
also reached the third round.

French Open champion Gauff

rallied to beat Elisabetta Coc-

delayed several hours by rain.

Anisimova outlasted Australi-
an veteran Ajla Tomljanovic 6-1,
5-7, 6-4.

It was Gauff’s first match since
she retired during her third-
round match at Indian Wells
with “scary” pain in her left arm.

Gaulff said the injury was im-
proving.

“T might feel it sometimes on
court, but I definitely feel it less
and less every day,” said Gauff,
who took some time to find her
rhythm against the aggressive
Cocciaretto.

“She takes the ball so early,
you don’t have a lot of time to
react,” Gauff said. “Today, once I
got adjusted to the tempo of play
I was able to control the rallies
when they went the distance.”

In other men’s action, 56th-
ranked American Ethan Quinn
upset Norway’s 11th-seeded
Casper Ruud 6-4, 7-6 (9/7), sav-
ing seven set points in the sec-

YOU

KNOW WHAT

American Ethan Quinn
saved seven set points
in one set during his
upset win over Casper
Ruud

ond set on the way to victory.

Japanese wildcard Rei Saka-
moto bagged his maiden ATP
match win, converting his fifth
match point in a 6-4, 3-6, 7-6
(9/7) first-round victory over
Aleksandar Kovacevic.

The 19-year-old ranked 164th
booked a showdown with in-
form Indian Wells finalist Med-
vedev.

ciaretto 3-6, 6-4, 6-3 in a match Aryna Sabalenka returns a shot to Ann Li of the United States

Tottenham’s Kinsky could return
as Vicario set for hernia operation

AFP | London

ntonin Kinsky could be

thrown into Tottenham’s
battle for Premier League sur-
vival after the club revealed
number one goalkeeper Gugliel-
mo Vicario requires a hernia
operation.

Vicario is still expected to
start Sunday’s crucial clash
against fellow strugglers Not-
tingham Forest before under-
going surgery.

“The minor procedure for the
Ttaly international goalkeeper
has been timed to have as mini-
mal an impact on our season as
possible,” Spurs said in a state-
ment.

“Guglielmo will commence
his rehabilitation with our med-
ical staff immediately, and it is
hoped that he could return to
action within the next month.”

After Sunday, Tottenham do
not play again until April 11
due to no FA Cup fixture on the
weekend after the March inter-
national break.

Kinsky was substituted by in-
terim Spurs boss Igor Tudor just
17 minutes into his Champions
League debut against Atletico
Madrid last week.

The Czech under-21 interna-
tional made two glaring errors

Tottenham Hotspur’s Argentinian defender #17 Cristian Romero conforts
Tottenham Hotspur’s Czech goalkeeper #31 Antonin Kinsky after his
substitution (file photo)

to gift the Spanish side two goals
in their 5-2 first leg victory that
propelled them into the quar-
ter-finals.

Vicario has also made a series
of high-profile errors in recent
weeks, but has reportedly been
playing through the pain barrier.

Tottenham sit just one point
above the relegation zone with

eight games remaining.

Forest sit outside the bottom
three only on goal difference
ahead of their showdown at the
Tottenham Hotspur Stadium.

Tottenham have not fallen
outside English football’s top
tier since 1978 but are the only
Premier League side without a
league win this year.

Tudor hopes the club’s medi-
cal staff can deliver some “nice
surprises” over the next few
weeks.

James Maddison, who has not
played a single minute this sea-
son due to a knee injury, could
be back before the end of the
campaign.

Winger Mohammed Kudus
is set to be available after the
March international break.

“Maddison is already doing
interesting things as well,” Tu-
dor told reporters. “With the
ball and sprinting as well. T saw
him, he is positive.

“We have this big three weeks
after the game on Sunday... we
need to check but (Kudus) is
progressing very well..

“Rodrigo (Bentancur) as
well... We hope the medical staff
will make us some nice surprises
in the next weeks which would
be very important to have.”

Tudor should have Dominic
Solanke available after a minor
hip issue and Joao Palhinha took
part in training on Friday after
being sidelined due to concus-
sion protocols.

A Tottenham fan groups in-
itiative titled “Show Up, Sing
Up, Stay Up” aims to produce a
raucous pre-match atmosphere
in London on Sunday.

Pistons top Warriors to
clinch NBA playoff berth

Golden State’s Draymond Green blocks a shot attempt by Jalen Duren
AFP | Los Angeles

defense can create that chaos
that we’re looking for,” said

he Detroit Pistons beat the
Golden State Warriors 115-
101 on Friday to become the
first Eastern Conference team
to clinch an NBA playoff berth.

Jalen Duren scored 23 points
and Daniss Jenkins added 22
for the Pistons, who grabbed
their 51st victory of the sea-
son despite the absence of star
guard Cade Cunningham, who
is out for at least two weeks
with a collapsed lung.

Ausar Thompson came up
with seven of the Pistons 16
steals. In all the Warriors had
26 turnovers, leading to 32 De-
troit points.

“That was a point of empha-
sis for us going into the game,
trying to figure out how our

Pistons coach J.B. Bickerstaff.
The Boston Celtics main-
tained their hold on second
place in the East with a 117-
112 come-from-behind victory
over the Memphis Grizzlies.

Jaylen Brown scored 30
points and reserve Luka
Garzascored 11 of his 22 in the
fourth quarter as the Celtics
held off the injury-depleted
Grizzlies.

Memphis took a four-point
lead into the fourth quarter
and were up 103-102 with
5:33 remaining. But Boston
unleashed a 10-0 scoring run
to snatch the victory and stay
ahead of the third-placed New
York Knicks -- who edged the
Brooklyn Nets 93-92.
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Welbeck scores twice to dent

Liverpool’s top-five hopes

Brighton edges closer to European football while Liverpool grapples with fresh injury concerns

Brighton win
fourth in five

® Liverpool missing
Salah, Alisson

Ekitike forced
off injured early

AFP | Brighton

anny Welbeck scored
thice as Brighton beat

Liverpool 2-1 yesterday
to deal a major blow to the Reds’
push for a Champions League
Spot next season.

Arne Slot’s men came into the
match on the sunny south coast
in buoyant mood after hammer-
ing Galatasaray 4-0 in midweek
to reach the Champions League
quarter-finals.

But a goal in each half from
the evergreen Welbeck gave the
home team a fourth win in five
Premier League matches, keep-
ing alive their own hopes of Eu-
ropean football next season.

Liverpool were missing both
goalkeeper Alisson Becker and
forward Mohamed Salah at the
Amex Stadium.

And they suffered a further
injury blow early in the game

Brighton’s English striker #18 Danny Welbeck scores their second goal

when topscorer Hugo Ekitike
hobbled off with an apparent
dead leg after a firm challenge
from former Liverpool stalwart
James Milner.

The champions found them-
selves behind when Welbeck

scored his 11th Premier League
goal of the season in the 14th
minute, nodding home from
close range after Diego Gomez
headed a cross-field pass back
across goal.

That made the 35-year-old

former Manchester United and
Arsenal forward the top Eng-
lish goalscorer in the league this
season.

Liverpool found some rhythm
after falling behind and Alexis
Mac Allister went close to an

At 35, Danny Welbeck
is now the Premier
League’s top English
scorer this season —
his best-ever top-flight
campaign since debut-
ing back in 2008

equaliser in the 22nd minute
but Brighton goalkeeper Bart
Verbruggen got down smartly
low to his left to claw the ball
away.

However, the visitors were
level in the 30th minute after
some clever opportunism from
left-back Milos Kerkez, capital-
ising on an error from Brighton
captain Lewis Dunk, who paid
the price for heading a high ball
back to his goalkeeper without
looking behind him.

Hungary defender Kerkez
nipped in and produced a com-
posed finish, flicking the ball
over the stranded Verbruggen.

Brighton started the second

half brightly and were back in
front in the 56th minute, with
Welbeck again on the score-
sheet.

Yankuba Minteh’s pinpoint
cross was played into Welbeck’s
path by Jack Hinshelwood and
he finished confidently, with the
goal confirmed following a VAR
check.

Welbeck, who made his Pre-
mier League debut for United
in 2008, is enjoying his high-
est-scoring season in the league.

Slot threw on teenager Rio
Ngumoha, Andy Robertson and
Federico Chiesa in a desperate
search for an equaliser but it
was Brighton who remained the
more threatening team.

Defeat leaves Liverpool fifth
in the Premier League, two
points behind Aston Villa and
one ahead of Chelsea, with the
top five almost certain to qualify
for the Champions League next
season.

The club’s Premier League
title defence collapsed earlier
in the season but they remain
alive in the Champions League
and face Manchester City in the
FA Cup quarter-finals early next
month.

Liverpool’s Brazilian interna-
tional goalkeeper Alisson posted
on social media that he would be
“out of action for a while”.

Pogacar ends long wait
for Milan-San Remo
glory after edging epic

UAE Team Emirate’s Slovenian rider Tadej Pogacar celebrates as he crosses

the finish line

AFP | San Remo

Tadej Pogacar claimed an-
other landmark victory by
edging a thrilling Milan-San
Remo yesterday, finally add-
ing a fourth of road cycling’s
five “Monument” races to his
collection.

Pogacar pipped Tom Pid-
cock in an enthralling two-
man sprint climax, even after
his race strategy was blown

to bits by crashing a few kilo-
metres before the key Cipressa
climb, the penultimate ascent
of the race and the one where
everything was expected to be
decided.

UAE rider Pogacar crossed
the line on Via Roma in San
Remo with Pidcock right on
his wheel after a brilliant bat-
tle between the pair from the
final Poggio di San Remo climb,
with Wout Van Aert rounding
off the podium.

Mbappe 100 percent, Bellingham
fit, says Real Madrid’s Arbeloa

AFP | Madrid

ReAal Madrid coach Alvaro
rbeloa said yesterday he
has “maximum confidence”
in French superstar Kylian
Mbappe ahead of the derby
clash against Atletico Madrid.

Mbappe returned from a knee
sprain as a substitute against
Manchester City on Tuesday af-
ter missing five games and Arbe-
loa said he was excited to have
the forward back at 100 percent,
along with fit-again England
international Jude Bellingham.

The duo will be in Madrid’s
squad for Sunday’s La Liga game
against Diego Simeone’s Atleti-
co at the Santiago Bernabeu.

“I already told you that the
day (Mbappe) came back would
be when he was at 100 percent,”
Arbeloa told reporters.

“I think that in the minutes
we saw him in Manchester, with
the two or three bursts of pace
he made, every one of those ac-
tions showed he’s in great shape
and, above all, (it’s about) his
own feelings...

“We have maximum confi-
dence, maximum security, max-
imum excitement to have a play-
er like him back, so decisive and

Real Madrid striker Kylian Mbappe reacts during a match (file photo)

at 100 percent.”

Mbappe is Madrid’s top
goalscorer this season with 38
goals in 34 games across all
competitions.

Arbeloa said he was happy
that the French national team
have called up Mbappe for
matches against Brazil and Co-
lombia next week in the United
States.

“I think it’s fantastic. He’s a
player who’s available to the
coach, who has already played
with us, who’s definitely going
to play tomorrow, so I don’t see

any problem with him going
with his national team,” added
Arbeloa.

England coach Thomas
Tuchel called up Bellingham for
international duty even though
the midfielder has not played
since February 1 because of a
hamstring injury.

“He’s now available, he’ll be in
the squad tomorrow. We’ll see
if he plays. I think he will, he’s
available and I’'m really looking
forward to seeing him out on the
pitch,” said Arbeloa.

“From there it’s normal that

ALVARO ARBELOA

he can go with his national team.

“It’s clear that Jude Belling-
ham is a very intelligent player,
he knows especially well what
he’s doing at every moment and
the situation he’s in, but from
my side I’'m very happy that
he’ll be available tomorrow and
ready to help us.”

Madrid will be without goal-
keeper Thibaut Courtois, who
is set to miss several weeks with
a thigh injury, but Arbeloa said
he had faith in his replacement
Andriy Lunin.
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