
HAPPINESS IS NOT SOMETHING 
YOU POSTPONE FOR THE FUTURE; 
IT IS SOMETHING YOU DESIGN FOR 
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Bahrain 
musical 

gains 
appreciation 

at Indian 
festival

The musical drama has multifaceted dimensions 
as it portrays the loneliness of woman and her 

sufferings in a male-dominated society
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Indian Scientist set to visit ‘Door to Hell’
TDT | Manama

After having visited 125 countries, 
T.N. Suresh Kumar, a senior Indian 
scientist, is all set to explore the 

‘Door to Hell’ shortly.  The scientist who 
is on a mission to visit 28 more countries 
revealed this during his visit to the Kingdom 
of Bahrain recently. 

The ‘Door to Hell’ or ‘Gates of Hell’, is a 
natural gas field collapsed into an under-
ground cavern located in Derweze, Turk-
menistan.  Geologists intentionally set it 
on fire to prevent the spread of methane 
gas, and it is thought to have been burning 
continuously since 1971.   

T.N. Suresh Kumar, a senior scientist who 
was working with the ISRO’s Master Control 
Facility in Hassan, was in Bahrain to attend 
a seminar titled Journey to Edge of Space 
and Zero Gravity at the Wyndham Garden 
Hotel in Juffair. The programme was organ-

ised by the Institution of Engineers (India) 
Bahrain Chapter.  

Kumar is the first Indian to visit the strat-
osphere – the second major layer of the 
Earth’s atmosphere. He made it to an alti-
tude of 17,100 metres on August 15, 2014 in 
a MIG-29 from Sokol Airbase near Nizhny 
Novgorod in Russia paying a hefty fee of 
around INR 15 lakhs (BD 8000) from his 
savings.

“It was a once-in-a-lifetime experience 
and one that I have been dreaming of for 
two decades. I am happy I did it,” Kumar 
says. 

The flight reached a maximum speed 
of 1,850 km per hour, reaching the strato-
sphere in 48 minutes. With this, Kumar be-
came the 259th person and the first Indian 
to take the flight ever since the Country of 
Tourism Ltd., an agency conducting space 
travel in Russia, started the journey called 
‘Edge of Space’. 

T.N. Suresh Kumar 

Sneha Ajith performs during a scene in ‘Kamala’

A view of Darvaza gas crater popularly known as ‘Door to Hell’


