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Bahrain’s housing 
success praised 

Manama 

A US Congress delegation, 
currently on a visit to 
the Kingdom, has paid 

a visit to the East Hidd Town 
housing project.

The Ministry of Housing in-
formed the delegation about 
its experience in building new 
towns in Bahrain to implement 
His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa’s order to build 
40,000 housing units, as well 
as the government’s social 
housing plans stemming from 
the royal order.

The US delegation was also 
informed about the facilities 
of the East Hidd Town, which 
is an example of the modern 
towns being constructed by 
the Ministry of Housing.

During the visit, the dele-
gation was updated about 
the Kingdom’s experience in 
providing housing services to 
low-income citizens, includ-
ing the establishment of three 
towns, namely Isa Town, Ham-
ad Town and Zayed Town, in 
1960s, 1970s and 1980s, in 
addition to the establishment 
of the Housing Ministry, the 
Eskan Bank, the new towns 
and the partnership initiatives 
with the private sector.

The Ministry of Housing 
stressed the government’s 
keenness to strengthen its 
relations with international 
and regional organisations to 
benefit from their expertise in 
various fields.

It also highlighted the efforts 
of the government, through its 
action plan, to achieve Sus-
tainable Development Goals 

(SDGs), especially SDG 11 aimed 
at making cities and human 
settlements inclusive, safe, re-
silient and sustainable.

The ministry said that its 
efforts are currently focused 
on building five new towns at 
the same time, chosen accord-
ing to the density of housing 
demands, in addition to imple-
menting other residential pro-
jects to ensure that the housing 
services cover the Kingdom’s 
governorates and regions.

The visit featured a pres-
entation about the Housing 
Ministry’s new towns projects, 
as well as its strategy to pro-
vide housing units for the citi-
zens through partnership ini-
tiatives with the private sector.

It also featured a documen-
tary on the government’s ef-
forts to provide housing ser-
vices to the citizens.

Members of the delegation 
expressed their admiration for 
the kingdom’s experience in 
delivering affordable social 
housing services to the citi-
zens, as well as for the Hous-
ing Ministry’s plans to provide 
social housing for low-income 
citizens.

Another ‘impressive’ drug 
seizure by HMS Montrose 

HMS MONTROSE’s total seizure of hashish stood at 1045kg 
TDT | Manama 

Starting on Valentine’s 
Day, ships working in di-
rect support of Combined 

Task Force 150 (CTF 150) had 
a busy weekend, the result of 
which was a major drug bust 
by Her Majesty’s Ship (HMS) 
MONTROSE, a United Kingdom 
Royal Navy (RN) frigate.

In the late afternoon of 15 Feb-
ruary, MONTROSE’s ‘WILDCAT’ 
shipborne helicopter spotted a 
suspicious dhow in an area of the 
Gulf of Oman known to be popular 
with drug smugglers.

As the sun rose over the Arabi-
an Sea on the morning of 16 Feb-
ruary, several packages could be 
seen floating in the water near 
the dhow. The packages were 
recovered and determined to be 
hashish. 

Royal Marine Commandos then 
boarded the dhow, securing it for 
search by a Royal Navy boarding 
team. The master of the dhow 
admitted that the packages in the 
water came from his vessel, and af-
ter a thorough search of the dhow, 
the team found another cache of 
hashish. 

Add that to the drugs recovered 
from the water, and MONTROSE’s 
total seizure of hashish was 
1045kg worth an estimated re-
gional wholesale value of $538,860 
US dollars.

This is the first seizure for HMS 

MONTROSE while working in di-
rect support of the Australian lead 
CTF 150. 

The Royal Australian Navy, 
with support staff from the Royal 
Canadian, and Royal New Zea-
land navies assumed command of 
CTF 150 in early December 2019.

“Fantastic work by the crew of 
HMS MONTROSE in tracking this 
smuggler, stopping them from 
ditching their cargo, and keeping 
these drugs from reaching their 
destination,” said Commodore 
Ray Leggatt, Royal Australian 
Navy, Commander of CTF 150. 

“With the support of ships like 
COURBET and MONTROSE, CTF 

150 continues to apply pressure 
and disrupt the operations of ter-
rorist and criminal organisations 
in the region that seek to use the 
maritime domain for their illegit-

imate trade.”
Denying the use of the mari-

time domain to illegitimate traffic 
in the region is CTF 150’s mission. 

The co-operation and support 
of CMF participating nations like 
France and the United Kingdom 
are the key mission enablers that 
CTF 150 relies on to carry out the 
mission. 

The 33 nations of CMF, working 
together, improves maritime se-
curity, helps strengthen regional 
nations’ maritime capabilities, 
and upholds international norms 
and today’s bust is just the latest 
example of that co-operation in 
action.

Kingdom’s efforts to promote 
child rights hailed 

Manama 

The Assistant Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, Ab-
dulla Al Doseri, met the 

Assistant Undersecretary of 
Community Development at 
the Ministry of Labour and 
Social Development and Dep-
uty Chairman of the National 
Commission for Childhood, 
Khalid Abdulrahman Eshaq, 
and a number of the commis-
sion’s members to discuss pre-
paring reports of the Kingdom 
to the United Nations to ac-
cede the two Optional Proto-
cols to the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child.

The Assistant Foreign Min-
ster hailed efforts of the La-
bour and Social Development 
Minister and Chairman of 
the Commission, Jameel Hu-
maidan, and the members of 
the commission, in monitoring 
all aspects of child affairs, in-
cluding holding and encourag-
ing all activities and programs 
related to raising awareness 
and childhood development.

He cited the celebration of 
the 30th anniversary of Bah-
rain’s adoption of the Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child, 
within its celebrations of the 
International Day of the Child.

He praised the National 
Commission for Childhood 
was praised for its great efforts 
by the United Nations Com-
mittee on the Rights of the 
Child, during the successful 
participation of the Kingdom 
in the meetings of the (80th) 
session of the Committee on 
the Rights of the Child in Ge-

neva, in which the Kingdom 
discussed its combined fourth 
to sixth periodic reports, and 
reviewed its efforts in the ar-
eas of implementation of this 
convention, including its im-
plementation of the National 
Childhood Strategy 2013-2017, 
which was extended for anoth-
er five years.

Mr Al Doseri discussed with 
the members of the National 
Commission the draft reports 
on children’s rights, the first 
regarding the implementation 
of the provisions of the Op-
tional Protocol to the Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child 
on the involvement of children 
in armed conflict, and the sec-
ond regarding the implemen-
tation of the provisions of the 
Optional Protocol on the Sale 
of Children, Child Prostitution 
and Child Pornography.

Bahrain attaches great im-
portance to human rights and 
made its principles a key el-
ement in development plans 
and strategies, and strength-
ened its progress and success 
by approving multiple human 
rights laws.

Committee set up to study unaccredited medical degrees
Manama 

The Supreme Council for 
Education and Training 
(SCET) has set up a com-

mittee to study the situation of 77 
degrees whose holders had grad-
uated from unaccredited Chinese 
universities.

Deputy Prime Minister and 
SCET President His Highness 
Shaikh Mohammed bin Mubarak 
Al Khalifa said that the graduates 
would sit for a unified exam to 
assess the level of their degrees 
and determine the requirements 
for accrediting their academic 
qualifications.

The Deputy Premier said 
that the Arabian Gulf Universi-
ty (AGU) would set a placement 
test as well as a programme to 
ensure the graduates would com-
plete the requirements from their 
original degrees to be accredited.

The move is based on the rec-

ommendations of the Executive 
Committee, chaired by His Roy-
al Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince, Deputy Supreme Com-
mander and First Deputy Prime 
Minister, to find solutions for 
students who have received 
un-attested degrees from various 
un-approved universities.

The Cabinet decided to ac-
credit 10 medical degrees issued 
from Chinese universities which 
were approved before 2015, 
stressing the need for clinical 
training for the students in ques-
tion to complete their internship 
requirements and sit their licen-
sure exams.

The Ministry of Education 
has been tasked to communicate 
with medical students enrolled at 
unaccredited Chinese university 
and urged them to enrol at other 
accredited academic institutions.

The Foreign Ministry has also 

been instructed to coordinate 
with relevant authorities within 
China to ensure a visa mecha-
nism is put in place to issue study 
visas for Bahraini students who 
wish to continue their studies in 
China with recommended and 
approved universities only.

The Deputy Premier said that 
Minister of Finance and National 
Economy to co-ordinate with 
the National Committee for the 
Evaluation of Academic Qual-

ifications in updating the list 
of recommended degrees from 
various universities in China, 
and approved a recommenda-
tion submitted by the Council of 
Representatives in this regard.

He pointed out that the Cab-
inet had directed the Ministry 
of Health and the Ministry of 
Finance and National Economy 
to provide the necessary budget 
needed to complete the require-
ments to attest medical degrees 
from universities in China. 

The council has provided a 
thorough study to address the 
situation of Bahraini students 
in Chinese universities, and de-
termine their causes, as the total 
number of students currently 
studying in Chinese universities 
is at least 153 students, which 
requires finding urgent solutions 
for them to ensure the accredita-
tion of their qualifications after 
graduation.

Labour and Social Development 
Minister Jameel Humaidan 
received Bahrain Sickle Cell 
Society Chairman Zakariya 
Al Kadhem and other board 
members. The discussed the role 
of he association in supporting 
and caring for this social segment 
and reviewed the programmes it 
implements in cooperation with 
relevant authorities. The minister 
commended the achievements 
and contributions of the 
association as well as its positive 
participation in partnership with 
government’s establishments 
to enhance services provided to 
sickle cell patients. 

CTF 150 team members with seized drugs. 

33
nations comprise 

Combined Task Force-150, 
which is working to 
improve maritime 

security in the region.   

The government is 
keen to strengthen 
its relations with 
international and 

regional organisations 
to benefit from their 
expertise in various 

fields. 
HOUSING MINISTRY 

Support vow to Sickle Cell Society 

The graduates would 
sit for a unified exam to 
assess the level of their 
degrees and determine 

the requirements 
for accrediting their 

academic qualifications.
HH SHAIKH MOHAMMED 

Bahrain attaches 
great importance to 

human rights and 
made its principles 

a key element in 
development plans and 

strategies. 
MR AL DOSERI 


