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Prince William of Orange, the future King 
William III of Britain, summons the Convention 
Parliament to discuss ruling jointly with his wife, 
Mary, the daughter of the exiled King James II

Battle of Rorke’s Drift: A British garrison of 
about 150 holds off 3,000 to 4,000 Zulu warri-
ors. Eleven Victoria Crosses and several oth-
er decorations are awarded to the defenders.

A large demonstration of workers in St Petersburg, 
Russia, led by Father Gapon, marches to the Winter 
Palace with a petition to the Tsar; troops fire on the 
protesters in what becomes known as Bloody Sunday
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Today’s Cabinet de-
cision relating to 

providing equity sup-
port to Small Industries 
Development Bank of 
India (SIDBI) will bene-
fit countless MSMEs thus 
contributing to a Viksit 
Bharat. 

@narendramodi

Go o d  d i s c u s s i o n 
w i t h @ n i n a w a r k-

en, German Minister of 
Health, during the @WEF

 A n n u a l  Me e t i n g  i n 
#Davos.We discussed the 

importance of investing in 
@WHO  so it can contin-
ue performing its critical, 
core functions of develop-
ing norms and standards 
to promote and protect 
health, convening health 
stakeholders to advance 
#HealthForAll, and coor-
dinating global responses 
to health crises.

@DrTedros

The @UN Charter is 
the foundation of in-

ternational relations, the 
bedrock of peace, sus-
tainable development & 
human rights.

When leaders run 
roughshod over inter-
national law, picking & 
choosing which rules to 
follow – they are under-
mining global order & 
setting a perilous prec-
edent.

When a handful of 
individuals can bend 
global narratives, sway 
elections, or dictate the 
terms of public debate, 
we are facing inequali-
ty and the corruption of 
institutions & our shared 
values.

The Charter is a com-
pact which binds us all.

All countries must ad-
here to it, fully & faith-
fully.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said 
yesterday that around 4,000 buildings 
in Kyiv were still without heating and 
most of the capital was cut off from 
electricity after Russian strikes earlier 
in the week. Russia has hit Ukrainian 
energy infrastructure throughout 
the nearly four-year war, but Kyiv 
says this winter has been the toughest 
yet, with hundreds of Russian drones 
and missiles overwhelming air defences 
during particularly fierce frosts. “As of this 
morning, about 4,000 buildings in Kyiv are 
still without heat, and nearly 60 percent of 
the capital is without electricity,” Zelensky said, after Russia pounded Ukraine’s 
energy grid between Monday and Tuesday. The situation also remained difficult 
across the country, including in the Sumy, Chernigiv, Dnipro and Kharkiv regions, 
he added. Zelensky announced a “state of emergency” in the country’s energy 
sector last week, with Kyiv schools remaining closed, street lights dimmed and 
roughly half a million residents leaving the capital.

u North Korea is producing enough nuclear 
material a year for up to 20 weapons, South Korea’s 
President Lee Jae Myung said  yesterday.  “Even 
now, nuclear materials sufficient to produce 10 to 20 
nuclear weapons a year are still being produced” in 
North Korea, Lee told reporters at a New Year news 
conference. At the same time, the North is continuing 
to improve its long-range ballistic missile technology 

aimed at striking the US mainland, Lee added. “At some point, North Korea will 
have secured the nuclear arsenal it believes it needs to sustain the regime, along 
with ICBM capabilities capable of threatening not only the United States but the 
wider world,” he said, referring to intercontinental 
ballistic missiles. “And once there is excess, it will 
go abroad -- beyond its borders. A global danger will 
then emerge,” he said.

u An Israeli air strike killed an AFP 
freelancer and two other journalists in Gaza on 
Wednesday, the territory’s civil defence agency said, 
while the military said it struck “suspects” operating 
a drone. Since October 10, a fragile US-sponsored 
ceasefire in Gaza has largely halted the fighting 
between Israeli forces and Hamas, but both sides have 
alleged frequent violations. In a statement, the civil 
defence said “the bodies of the three journalists killed 
in an Israeli air strike in the Al-Zahra area southwest of 
Gaza City were transported to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital 
in Deir al-Balah”. It named the dead as Mohammed 
Salah Qashta, Abdul Raouf Shaat and Anas Ghneim.

North 
produces enough 
nuclear material 
a year for 10-20 
weapons: S. 
Korea president

Israeli 
strike kills three 
Gaza journalists 
including AFP 

freelancer

Over half of 
Kyiv still lacks 
power after strikes, 

Zelensky says

Denmark began colonising 
Greenland in the early 18th 

century, starting in 1721, 
and ruled it as a colony until 
1953, when Greenland was 

formally integrated into the 
Kingdom of Denmark.

KNOW WHAT

Over 300 journalists behind bars 
for fifth straight year: watchdog
AFP | New York, United States

The number of journalists 
imprisoned worldwide for 

their work was 330 in the final 
month of 2025, the Commit-
tee to Protect Journalists said 
yesterday, the fifth consecutive 
year the count has exceeded 
300.

China held 50 prisoners as 
of December 1, followed by 
Myanmar with 30 and then 
Israel, which detained 29 Pal-
estinian journalists, the press 
freedom watchdog said in its 
annual report.

Next was Russia with 27 
prisoners, of which five were 
Ukrainian, then Belarus with 
25 and Azerbaijan with 24, the 
CPJ said.

It is the third highest total 
recorded by the CPJ since its 
census began in 1992 and just 
short of the record 384 jour-
nalists in prison for their work 
at the end of 2024.

“These record-setting num-
bers reflect growing authori-
tarianism and escalating num-
bers of armed conflicts world-
wide,” the CPJ said in its report.

The New York-based NGO 
said that almost half of the im-
prisoned journalists had not 
been convicted of a crime. Of 
those who had been, more than 
a third were serving prison 
sentences of over five years.

Nearly a third of the de-
tained journalists had experi-
enced “mistreatment,” the CPJ 
said, including 20 percent with 

claims of torture or beatings. 
Since 1992, Iran has had the 
greatest incidence of torture 
and beatings, followed by Is-
rael and Egypt.

In 2025, Asia remained the 
region with the highest num-
ber of imprisoned journalists 
at 110. Beyond China and My-
anmar, Vietnam held at least 
16, Bangladesh four, India 
three, and the Philippines one.

The United States detained 
Salvadoran journalist Mario 
Guevara in June after he cov-
ered a protest against Presi-
dent Donald Trump, but he 
was deported over his immi-
gration status before the De-
cember 1 CPJ census was taken.

China says Britain had ‘obligation’ 
to approve mega embassy

AFP | Beijing, China

China said yesterday that 
Britain had an “obligation” 

to approve its mega embassy in 
London, a day after the contro-
versial plans were given the 
green light.

“Providing support and con-
venience for the construction 
of diplomatic premises is an 
international obligation of the 
host country,” Guo Jiakun told 
a news conference.

The 20,000-square-metre 
(235,000-square-foot) site is 
set to become the largest em-
bassy complex in the UK by 
area, and one of the largest in 
the centre of a Western capital.

Plans for the embassy trig-
gered anger and protests from 
rights groups and activists, 
who fear the site could be used 
to spy on and harass dissidents.

While British housing min-
ister Steve Reed said the de-
cision was final, it could still 
face legal challenges, with resi-
dents in London vowing to act.

Ties between China and 
Britain plummeted under the 
previous Conservative gov-
ernment, with the new embas-
sy appearing to be a sticking 
point.

British Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer, whose La-
bour party swept to power in 
2024 elections, has sought to 
reset ties with the econom-
ic powerhouse, and will re-
portedly visit China later this  
month.

While the embassy approval 
could boost relations, security 
minister Dan Jarvis noted that 
China would still continue to 
pose national security threats 
to Britain.

Hong Kong former veteran labour activist Christopher Mung Siu-tat (C) 
speaks during a press conference concerning the decision on the new 
Chinese embassy, outside the Houses of Parliament in central London

South Korean ex-PM Han gets 
23 years jail for martial law role

• The sentence is 
eight years longer than 
prosecutors demanded

AFP | Seoul, South Korea

Former South Korean prime 
minister Han Duck-soo 

was sentenced to 23 years in 
prison yesterday for aiding 
and abetting a declaration 
of martial law that briefly 
suspended civilian rule and 
plunged the country into  
chaos.

The defendant "disregarded 
his duty and responsibility as 
prime minister until the very 
end", said Judge Lee Jin-gwan, 
of the Seoul Central District 
Court.

"We sentence the defendant 
to 23 years in prison."

The sentence is eight years 
longer than prosecutors de-
manded.

The 76-year-old career tech-
nocrat was ordered to report 
to prison immediately after 
the ruling.

Judge Lee said the martial 
law decree by Han's boss Yoon 
Suk Yeol in December 2024 
was intended with the "aim of 
subverting the constitutional 
order" and amounted to in-
surrection. Yoon's stunning 
imposition of martial law saw 
armed troops deployed to the 
National Assembly and the Na-
tional Election Commission 
before it was vetoed by the 
opposition-led parliament.

In the aftermath, Yoon was 

impeached and removed by 
the Constitutional Court in 
April, triggering an election 
two months later.

Han is one of many former 
officials -- including Yoon 
-- who have stood trial over 
their roles in the martial law 
attempt.

"The defendant is deemed to 
have played a significant role 
in the insurrectionary acts of 
Yoon and others by ensuring, 
at least formally, compliance 
with the procedural require-
ment," Judge Lee said in a tel-
evised sentencing.

Lee pointed out that while 
Han "voiced concerns to Yoon" 
over the move, he failed to "ex-
plicitly oppose it" or urge other 
cabinet members to dissuade 
Yoon from it.

During the course of the tri-
al, Han denied wrongdoing, 
insisting he had never support-
ed or helped the martial law 
declaration.

A supporter stands in front of a 
banner showing a picture of South 
Korea’s former impeached president 
Yoon Suk Yeol and his wife Kim Keon 
Hee near the Seoul Central District 
Court in Seoul

World’s oldest cave art 
discovered in Indonesia
AFP | Paris, France

A red stencil  of  a  hand 
pressed against the wall of 

an Indonesian cave is the oldest 
rock art ever discovered, scien-
tists said yesterday, and sheds 
light on how humans first mi-
grated to Australia.

The cave art dates back at 
least 67,800 years, according 
to research published in the 
journal Nature by a team of 
Indonesian and Australian ar-
chaeologists.

“We have been working in In-
donesia for a long time,” study 
co-author Maxime Aubert of 
Australia’s Griffith University 
told AFP.

This time they ventured to 
caves on the island of Muna 
in the Sulawesi province on 
the advice of Indonesian ar-
chaeologist Adhi Agus Ok-
taviana,  the study ’s  lead  
author.

There they found “hand-
prints in negative, stencilled, 
probably using red ochre,” Au-
bert said.

The fingers of one of the 
hands were “retouched to be-
come pointed like claws -- a 
style of painting only seen in 
Sulawesi,” the Canadian ar-
chaeologist added.

To determine the art’s age, 
the team took five-millimetre 
samples from “cave popcorn”, 
which are small clusters of cal-
cite that form on the walls of 
limestone caves.

Then they zapped the layers 
of rock with a laser to measure 

how the uranium decayed over 
time, compared to a more sta-
ble radioactive element called 
thorium.

This “very precise” technique 
gave the scientists a clear min-
imum age for the painting, Au-
bert explained.

At 67,800 years old, the In-
donesian stencil is more than a 
thousand years older than other 

hand stencils found in a Span-
ish cave which has been attrib-
uted to Neanderthals. However 
the dating of that cave art “has 
been controversial,” the study 
cautioned.

The new discovery is also 
more than 15,000 years older 
than previous art found in the 
Sulawesi region by the same 
team.

Trump rules out force 
against Greenland

Demands 'immediate' talks

• Trump desire to 
avoid military force over 
Greenland is ‘positive’ 
sign: Danish FM

AFP | Davos, Switzerland

US President Donald Trump 
ruled out using force to 
take Greenland for the 

first time as he addressed world 
leaders in Davos yesterday, but 
demanded "immediate negotia-
tions" to acquire the island from 
Denmark.

Trump's quest to take control 
of Greenland from a NATO ally 
has deeply shaken the global or-
der and the markets, and it dom-
inated his first address to the 
World Economic Forum in six 
years.

In a speech lasting more than 
an hour in the Swiss ski resort, 
Trump slammed "ungrateful" 
Denmark for refusing to give up 
Greenland, and said the United 
States alone could guarantee the 
security of the "giant piece of ice".

But Trump appeared to take 
the threat of military action off 
the table, in a dramatic turna-
round from his previous threats 
that the US could use force to 
take control of the mineral-rich 
Arctic island.

"We probably won't get any-
thing unless I decide to use ex-
cessive strength and force where 
we would be, frankly, unstoppa-
ble -- but I won't do that," Trump 
said.

"I don't have to use force. I 
don't want to use force. I won't 
use force. All the United States is 
asking for is a place called Green-
land."

Wall Street stocks opened 
higher Wednesday after Trump's 
comments.

’Immediate negotiations’
Trump however pushed his 

claims to what he called "our ter-
ritory" -- and mistakenly called 
it Iceland on several occasions 
-- during lengthy remarks on the 
deepest crisis in transatlantic re-
lations for decades.

He said he was "seeking imme-
diate negotiations to once again 
discuss the acquisition of Green-
land by the United States" and 
added that Washington would 
"remember" if Denmark said no.

Trump says Greenland is under 
threat from Russia and China.

The US president also lambast-
ed Europe on a number of fronts 
from security to tariffs and the 
economy, saying it was "not head-
ing in the right direction".

Trump flew into Davos by 
helicopter, stepping onto a red 
carpet laid in the snow -- but he 
flew into a growing international 
storm over Greenland.

He arrived some two hours be-
hind schedule, after an electrical 
issue earlier forced Air Force One 
to turn back to Washington and 
switch planes.

In a sign of dissent against 

Trump, the words "No Kings" 
were dug into the snow over-
looking mountain-fringed Davos 
overnight, referring to a US pro-
test slogan.

Europe and Canada had earlier 
closed ranks against what they 
view as a threat to the US-led 
global order from Trump's ter-
ritorial ambitions over semi-au-
tonomous Greenland.

In Britain, Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer said Wednesday 
he would not "yield" to pressure 
from Trump on Greenland.

Canada's Prime Minister Mark 
Carney won a standing ovation 
at Davos on Tuesday when he 
warned of a "rupture" to the US-
led system. French President 
Emmanuel Macron meanwhile 
said Europe would not be bullied.

But Trump, who was due to 

meet a number of leaders in 
Davos, renewed his attacks on 
the French president and Cana-
dian premier.

He mocked Macron for wear-
ing sunglasses at Davos, which 
the French president said was 
because of an eye condition, and 
said that Carney "wasn't so grate-
ful" and that Canada "lives be-
cause of the United States".

’Thoughtful diplomacy’
Earlier, NATO chief Mark Rutte 

told Davos on Wednesday that 
"thoughtful diplomacy" was 
needed, as Trump's claims over 
Greenland provoke an existential 
crisis for the group.

Rutte also pushed back against 
Trump after the US leader said 
he doubted NATO would come 
to the aid of the United States if 

asked. "I tell him, yes they will," 
Rutte said.

Trump however repeated 
his doubts on NATO during his 
speech, saying Washington was 
treated "so unfairly".

The Greenland row has also 
soured relations with the Euro-
pean Union, which has threat-
ened countermeasures after 
Trump vowed tariffs of up to 25 
percent on eight European coun-
tries for backing Denmark.

But Polish President Karol 
Nawrocki, a Trump ally, told 
AFP after the "very important" 
speech: "I think the situation will 
be calm." He said he understood 
the US leader's stance amid Rus-
sian pressure at EU borders.

In a speech that veered from 
topic to topic, Trump also boast-
ed of his achievements since his 
return to power a year and a day 
ago. He last spoke at Davos in his 
first term in 2020.

Trump unleashed his trade-
mark anti-migrant rhetoric, par-
ticularly against Somalis in the 
United States -- while hailing 
the US economy as the "engine" 
of the world.

The US president also ex-
pressed hope of ending the 
Ukraine war soon, saying he 
expected to meet President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky in Davos on 
Thursday.

Also on Thursday, meanwhile, 
Trump is set to formally an-
nounce the first charter of his 
so-called "Board of Peace". 

Trump desire to avoid military force over 
Greenland is ‘positive’ sign: Danish FM
AFP | Copenhagen, Denmark

Denmark’s foreign minis-
ter said yesterday it was 

a “positive” sign that Donald 
Trump had said he wanted to 
avoid military force in Green-
land, but stressed the US presi-
dent had not backed away from 
his threat to seize the Arctic 
territory.

“What is quite clear after 
this speech is that the presi-
dent’s ambition remains intact,” 
Foreign Minister Lars Lokke 

Rasmussen told reporters in 
Copenhagen, referring to a 
speech by Trump at the World 
Economic Forum in Davos.

“It is, of course, positive in 
isolation that the president said 
that about the military, but it 
doesn’t make the problem go 
away.”

Lokke noted that it had been 
stated “very clearly that it is 
better to own than to rent” and 
that Trump did not believe 
that Denmark could take care 
of Greenland.

Greenland, threatened by Trump, 
releases ‘crisis’ guidelines: minister
AFP | Nuuk, Denmark

Greenland’s government un-
veiled a new brochure on 

Wednesday offering advice to 
the population in the event of a 
“crisis” in the territory, which 
US President Donald Trump has 
repeatedly vowed to seize from 
ally Denmark.

This document is “an insur-

ance policy”, said Self-Suffi-
ciency Minister Peter Borg at 
a press conference in Nuuk, 
the Greenlandic capital, shortly 
after Trump demanded “imme-
diate” talks on his bid to control 
Greenland but said he would 
not use military force to take 
the island.

“We don’t expect to have to 
use it,” Borg emphasized.

Saudi Arabia, Qatar, six others 
accept 'Board of Peace' invite
AFP | Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia and seven 
Muslim-majority coun-
tr ies  including Gaza 

mediators Qatar and Turkey 
have agreed to join US Presi-

dent Donald Trump's "Board of 
Peace", the Saudi foreign minis-
try said yesterday. 

In a joint statement, Ri-
yadh announced the "shared 
decision" of the foreign min-
isters of Saudi Arabia, Qatar, 

Turkey, Egypt, Jordan, Indo-
nesia, Pakistan, and the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates to join the 
body to be chaired by Trump, 
saying they supported his 
"peace efforts" on the Gaza  
conflict.

Prince William to visit 
S. Arabia next month

AFP | London, United Kingdom

Prince William will make his 
first official visit to Saudi 

Arabia next month, Kensing-
ton Palace announced on 
Wednesday.

“At the request of His 
Majesty’s Government, 
the Prince of Wales will 
visit the Kingdom of Sau-
di Arabia between 
Monday 9th and 
Wednesday 11th 
February,” the 
palace’s state-
ment said.

“ H i s  R o y a l 
Highness’ vis-

it comes as the UK and Saudi 
Arabia celebrate growing trade, 
energy and investment ties, and 
as the two nations approach 
a century of diplomatic rela-

tions.”
The last senior royal to 

make an official visit to Ri-
yadh was his father, King 
Charles III, when he was 

Prince of Wales in 
February 2014.

The UK has 
p r e v i o u s l y 
ra i s e d  c o n -
c e r n s  o v e r 
Saudi Arabia’s 

human rights record and in 
2020 sanctioned 20 Saudi na-
tionals involved in the killing 
of journalist Jamal Khashoggi, 
who died at the Saudi consulate 
in Istanbul in 2018.

UK Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer met with the Crown 
Prince of Saudi Arabia, Moham-
med bin Salman, in Riyadh in 
December 2024.

The pair discussed a range of 
issues including growth oppor-
tunities between the countries, 
as well as “the steps taken by 
the Crown Prince’s government 
to improve human rights”, ac-
cording to the UK government 
readout at the time.

Britain’s Prince 
William

A view of prehistoric cave paintings in the Sulawesi island of Indonesia.


