1639 , 1879

Battle of Rorke’s Drift: British garri-
son of 150 holds off 3,000-4,000 Zulu
warriors. Eleven Victoria Crosses
and a number of other decorations
were awarded to the defenders

1905

In St Petersburg, Russia, a large demon-
stration of workers led by Father Gapon,
march to the Winter Palace with a petition
to the Tsar; troops fire on protesters in
what becomes known as ‘Bloody Sunday’

1973

Roe vs Wade: US Su-
preme Court legaliz-
es most abortions

TODAY

IN Prince William of Orange (future
King William 111 of Britain), sum-
mons Convention Parliament to dis-
cuss ruling jointly with his wife Mary
(daughter of exiled King James I1) &

HISTORY

/e explosion rocks town in Ghana

ern Ghana causes huge explosion, kills 13 and destroys hundreds of buildings
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Apiate, Ghana

a truck transporting explosive
materials for a mining company,
a motorcycle and a third vehicle”
which took place near an electri-
cal transformer.

Out of 59 people injured, 42 are
receiving treatment in hospitals
or health centres and “some are
in critical condition”, Nkrumah
added.

Ghanaian President Nana Aku-
fo-Addo called it a “truly sad, un-
fortunate and tragic incident” and
expressed “deep condolences to
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Debris of houses and other buildings that were destroyed when a vehicle carrying mining explosives detonated along a road in

the families of the deceased”.

‘Ghost town’

Officials and eyewitnesses
described a scene of desolation
against the sea of buildings col-
lapsed or impaired in the carnage.

“It’s a black Thursday. So far
500 houses have been affected.
Some have been razed down com-
pletely by the explosion while
others have developed cracks,”
Sedzi Sadzi Amedonu, Deputy
Coordinator of the National Dis-
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aster Management Organization,
told AFP.

“It’s almost like a ghost town
now.”

Abena Mintah, who witnessed
the blast, told local media the
driver of the truck dropped down
from his hatch, shouting at those
nearby to warn them away from
the flaming vehicle.

“Within a few minutes we
heard aloud bang. I felt dizzy and
fell in the bush. I managed to get
up and saw a few dismembered
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bodies on the street,” Mintah said.

The government said those in
critical condition would be moved
to hospitals in Accra and police
asked surrounding villages to
open their schools and churches
to accommodate any additional
casualties.

A team of police and army ex-
plosion experts were deployed to
“avoid a second explosion” and
put in place security measures
after the blast, the government
said in a press release.

Emergency services were to
give a casualty update yesterday
at 11:00 am (1100 GMT).

Dr Isaac Dasmani, chief exec-
utive of the Prestea Huni-Valley
municipality where the explosion
occurred, told local media “the
whole community is gone” after
the blast.

“All of the roofs have been
ripped off, some of the buildings
have collapsed. Some were in
their rooms, and were trapped.
Some of them unfortunately,
before we were able to rescue
them, were already gone,” he told
Ghana’s TV3 broadcaster.

Authorities have created an ac-
cess route to the scene and were
working to open roads yesterday
to ease traffic around the blast
site, he said.

Ghana has been rocked by sev-
eral deadly explosions caused by
fuel accidents in recent years.

In 2017, at least three people
were killed and dozens injured af-
ter a tanker truck carrying natural
gas caught fire in Accra, trigger-
ing explosions at two fuel stations
and killing three people.

Ghana’s capital was the scene
of a similar fire and explosion in
June 2015, when more than 150
people died as they sought shelter
from seasonal rains and flooding
at a petrol station. The blaze was
believed to have spread by fuel on
the floodwater.

Deadly accidents linked to the
mining sector are also frequent
in Ghana, Africa’s second largest
gold producer after South Africa,
but they are mostly caused by the
collapse of mines, often illegal
ones.

In June, at least nine people
died in the collapse of an illegal
mine in northern Ghana.

nd water ship unloads
s other aid trickles in
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Royal New Zealand Navy’s HMNZS Aotearoa sails in the sea off the coast of Tonga

YOU

KNOW WHAT

Almost a week since
the eruption, Tongans
are struggling to find

clean drinking water

with their island homes
shrouded in volcanic
ash

around mid-flight after PCR tests
showed a positive result, an Aus-
tralian defence spokeswoman
said.

All crew had earlier returned
negative rapid antigen tests, she
said. The supplies were moved to

another flight that took off yes-
terday.

The Hunga Tonga-Hunga
Ha’apai volcano eruption last Sat-
urday triggered a tsunami that
destroyed villages and resorts and
knocked out communications for
the nation of about 105,000 peo-
ple. Three people have been re-
ported killed, authorities said.

The salt water from the tsuna-
mi spoiled most sources of water
and Tongans have been struggling
to find clean water as they clear
away the ash.

“We are cleaning the ash and
have been since Monday,” said
Branko Sugar, 61, who runs a bot-
tle shop and fishing charter busi-
ness from Nuku’alofa.

“Everything is so dusty, and
we are running out of water,” he
said over a patchy telephone line.
“We only have the tap water, and
it’s been contaminated. We... can
hardly breathe for all the dust.”

Four people including baby freeze
to death near US-Canada border

AFP | Winnipeg

Canadian authorities found
the bodies of four people
including a baby who apparent- =
ly froze to death in a blizzard a |
few meters from the US border
along a route used by migrants,

officials said Thursday.

The temperature Wednesday
when the bodies were found
amid vast snowdrifts, taking
into account the wind, was mi-
nus 35 degrees Celsius (minus

31 degrees Fahrenheit).

“At this very early stage of the
investigation, it appears that
they all died due to exposure
to the cold weather,” the Royal

Canadian Mounted Police said

in a statement.

The bodies of two adults and
ababy were found about 12 me-
ters (yards) from the US border
about 10 kilometers (six miles)
from the town of Emerson in

central Manitoba province.

The body of a fourth person

who appeared to be a teenage
boy was found later, police said.

Earlier in the day, border
agents on the US side detained

Emerson is along a
route which migrants
use to travel between

Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) officers on the scene where four people
were found dead near the Canada/us border

ceased were not given, though
the US Department of Justice
said they were “tentative-
ly identified” to be separated
members of the same group
that was arrested.

Manitoba Assistant Commis-
sioner Jane MacLatchy told an
earlier press conference she
considered these people “vic-
tims.”

“We’re very concerned that
this attempted crossing may

a group of people who had
just crossed over and had baby
items with them but no baby.
This triggered a search on both
sides of the border.

The first bodies were found
after four hours of searching.

The US Department of Jus-
tice said Thursday they had
arrested a man along the same
route, charging him with hu-
man smuggling.

the United States and
Canada

The 47-year-old Florida na-
tive was found driving a van
with two undocumented Indian
nationals inside less than one
mile south of the Canadian bor-
der, the Department said, near
where the group of migrants
was arrested.

The nationalities of the de-

have been facilitated in some
way and that these individuals
including an infant were left
on their own in the middle of
a blizzard when the weather
had hovered around minus 35
degrees Celsius, factoring the
wind,” she said.

“These victims face not only
the cold weather, but also end-
less fields, large snowdrifts, and
complete darkness,” she added.
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e were the first na-
tion in the world
to administer a vaccine,
and one of the fastest
in Europe to roll it out.
We kept open this win-
ter while others locked
down. And we’re the first
to emerge from Omicron
because we delivered the
fastest booster campaign
in Europe.
@BorisJohnson

y thoughts are with
the people affected
by the explosion in Api-
ate, #Ghana. My deepest
condolences go to those
who have lost loved ones.
My brother, Ghana Pres-
ident @NAkufoAddo , @
WHO will provide support
so that people in need re-
ceive health assistance.
@DrTedros

Young people are
innovating in the
creation of solutions to
prevent conflicts & build
peace. The international
community also needs to
do its part. Increased &
more accessible resourc-
es are needed to continue
supporting these essen-
tial youth-led efforts.
@antonioguterres

t was an honor to meet
with Prime Minis-
ter Kishida to further
strengthen the U.S.-Ja-
pan Alliance — the cor-
nerstone of peace and se-
curity in the Indo-Pacific

and around the world.
@POTUS

Disclaimer: (Views expressed
by columnists are personal and
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