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The government will 
not hire foreigners, 
except for in unique 
circumstances, and 
will not renew their 
contracts, expects 

in times of absolute 
necessity. 

MAHMOOD AL BAHRAINI

Govt won’t cut incentives, promotions 
• CSB restructures 52 
government agencies 

• Opened doors for 
interdepartmental 
transfers 

• To replace 
expatriates in govt 
jobs with Bahrainis 

• Housing spending 
to increase by 20%
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Bahrain will  continue 
with its employee pro-
motions and incentives 

programmes, given that it does 
not exceed the budgetary allo-
cations, said parliamentarian 
Mahmood Al Bahraini. 

MP Al Bahraini, also the head 
of the Parliamentary Finan-
cial and Economic Committee, 
revealed that the government 
would continue to provide an-

nual increments for employees 
and allowances for workers in 
the public sector. “Government 
has no intentions to reduce it,” 
Al Bahraini added. 

 Voluntary retirement scheme, 
Al Bahraini said, saved the gov-
ernment around BD125 million 
in expenditures. “This accounts 
for 16 per cent of manpower re-
lated expenditures in the King-
dom,” he pointed out.  

He also said the Civil Service 
Bureau has opened doors for 

interdepartmental transfers to 
fill vacancies and restructured 
52 government agencies to cut 
costs. 

In a statement to AlAyam, 
Al-Bahrani said that during 
the discussion of the upcoming 
general budget with the Civil 
Service Bureau, they empha-
sised the need to train Bahraini 
employee in the jobs currently 
occupied by expatriates. “This 
is to be done by increasing the 
budget for on-the-job training 

and increasing programmes to 
empower Bahraini job seekers.” 

“A programme is in place to 
accommodate temporary em-
ployees in the ministries of la-
bour and justice,” he added.  

He further stressed that the 
government will not hire for-
eigners, except for in unique cir-
cumstances, and will not renew 
their contracts, expects in times 
of absolute necessity. 

More than 7,000 foreign em-
ployees are there in the public 

sector, of which 83% or 6,000 
are working in the educational 
and health sectors. 

A thousand others are work-
ing in the rest of the government 
sectors.

The Civil Service Bureau, he 
said, will coordinate with the 
Ministry of Finance to increase 
the training budget to raise the 
employment of Bahrainis in gov-
ernment sectors.

Al-Bahrani also said that the 
next budget would witness a 

20% increase in housing pro-
jects. The budget for 2021 is es-
timated at 95 million. For 2022, 
that would reach 100 million 
dinars.

He further said that the Min-
istry of Housing, represented 
by Minister Bassim Al-Hamar, 
revealed a plan “to reduce ex-
penses by employing new con-
struction technologies in coop-
eration with the private sector.”

The Ministry of Housing, 
he said, had drawn up plans 
for building apartments and 
housing units, expanding the 
“Mazaya” programme and fi-
nancing schemes and new pro-
jects for land development.
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More than 7,000 foreign 
employees are there in 

the public sector, of which 
83% or 6,000 are in the 
educational and health 

sectors.

Budget discussion: Housing in focus 
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Housing plans and pro-
grammes for the fiscal 

years 2021 to 2022 were up for 
discussion yesterday during a 
joint meeting of Government, 
Shura and Parliament.  

The meeting was to 
discuss the draft state 

budget for the two fiscal 
years (2021-2022) with 
the financial and eco-
nomic affairs commit-

tees of the Shura Council 
and Parliament.

Discussions focused main-
ly on the budget for housing 
projects and manpower hiring 
supervised by the Civil Service 
Bureau. 

The government team includ-
ed Shaikh Salman bin Khalifa 
Al Khalifa,  the Minister of Fi-
nance and National Economy, 
Bassim Al Hamar, the Minister 

of Housing, Ghanim bin Fadl Al 
Buainain, the Minister of Shu-
ra and Parliament Affairs, and 
Ahmed bin Zayed Al Zayed, the 
Chairman of the Civil Service 
Bureau.  The meeting provided 
clarifications and responded to 
queries of the two committees 
and the importance of maintain-
ing the sustainability of services 
provided to citizens with the 
utmost efficiency. 

The budget includes housing 
projects in various governorates 
like the Deerat Al-Oyoun hous-
ing project in Diyar Al-Muhar-
raq, the Mazaya project, and the 
East Sitra housing project. 

The meeting affirmed that 
the  government  attaches 
prime priority for citizens to 
which directed all plans and 
programmes. “This is one of 
the main areas of focus despite 
the exceptional circumstances 
brought out by the Coronavirus 
(Covid 19) pandemic and the 
drop in oil prices.”Participants during the meeting

Bahraini courts heard 64,179 cases in 2020
• Completes 
hearing in all cases

• Average duration 
of a case in progress 
was five months

• Resolved 67% of cases 
in less than three months
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Bahraini courts finished hear-
ing in all cases came before 

them in 2020, notwithstanding 
challenges posed by the deadly 
coronavirus pandemic. 

This was announced by Ab-
dulla Al Buainain,  the Cassation 
Court president and Supreme 
Judicial Council (SJC) deputy 
chairman, during a press con-

ference. 
Courts in Bahrain completed 

hearing in 63,347 cases in the 

year 2020.  Including 832 pend-
ing cases from 2019, completed 
cases reached 64,179, creating 

an annual achievement rate of 
101%. 

The average duration of a case 

in progress was five months, said 
Al Buainain. 

Court resolved 67% of cases in 
less than three months, and 87% 
in less than six months.

Only 21% of first-degree 
judgments, which amounted to 
(49,217), have been appealed. 

Regarding execution courts, 
Al Buainain said more than 
531,000 new applications were 
submitted, with them issuing 
more than 537,000 judicial de-
cisions. 

90% decision in 5 days
Enforcement courts made 

90% of their decision within five 
working days and 75% within 
a day. 

Counsellor Abdul Rahman 
Al-Sayed Al-Mualla, Undersec-
retary of the Court of Cassa-
tion and Head of the Judicial 
Inspection at the Supreme Ju-
dicial Council, said it prepared 

78 technical inspection reports 
during 2020 and made seven 
surprise inspection reports as 
a result of the complaints re-
ceived. 

Ju d g e  A b d  a l - R a h m a n 
al-Mualla said that the Judicial 
Inspection Department inves-
tigated 354 complaints during 
the year. 

The total training hours judges 
received during 2020 amounted 
to about 4415 hours in 2020, 
benefiting 120 judges, Judge 
Ali Ahmed Al-Kaabi, the Sec-
retary-General of the Supreme 
Judicial Council, said. 

New 13 judges went through 
two intensive training pro-
grammes, amounting to 594 
training hours in 2020. 

The Secretary-General stress-
ing the Supreme Judicial Coun-
cil’s keenness to continue train-
ing for all judges in light of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

The press conference 
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The Arab parliament yesterday affirmed its full support to Arab women in overcoming the crisis created by coronavirus pandemic during a meeting chaired by 
Adel Abdul Rahman Al-Asoumi, Speaker of the Arab Parliament.  Al-Asoumi praised the efforts of Arab women in the frontline in fighting the outbreak, especially 
those in the nursing profession. Al Asoumi called on Arab states to support women to overcome the obstacles they face and to strengthen joint efforts to mitigate 
the repercussions of the pandemic on women and children with necessary health and social services

Congratulations continue for HM King
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Co n g ra t u l a t i o n s 
continued to pour 
in for His Majesty 

King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa from all walks of 
life for being bestowed 
with a rare award by the 
United States of America 
for playing a crucial part 
in the normalisation of 

ties with Israel. 
“King Hamad has shown ex-

traordinary courage and leader-
ship through his support of the 
Vision for Peace and his decision 
to establish full diplomatic rela-
tions with the State of Israel,” 
Donald Trump had said hon-
ouring HM the King with the 
Legion of Merit, Degree Chief 
Commander. 

“King Hamad has shown ex-

traordinary courage and leader-
ship through his support of the 
Vision for Peace and his decision 
to establish full diplomatic rela-
tions with the State of Israel,” 
Trump said. 

Yesterday, in a statement, 
Central Bank of Bahrain (CBB)’s 
Governor Rasheed Mohammed 
Al Miraj, said he has “deep pride 
in the outstanding award that 
confirms HM the King’s steady 

support for regional and global 
stability.”

HM King received similar 
cables of congratulations from 
Customs President Shaikh 
Ahmed bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
Royal Protocols Chief, Major 
General Khalifa bin Ahmed Al 
Fadhala, Works, Municipalities 
Affairs and Urban Planning Min-
istry’s Undersecretary for Works 
Affairs, Ahmed Abdulaziz Al 

Khayyat, HH Shaikh Abdulla Al 
Fateh bin Mohammed bin Sal-
man Al Khalifa, Dr Hassan bin 
Abdullah Fakhro, Advisor of HM 
the King for Economic Affairs, 
Secretary-General of the Royal 
Humanitarian Foundation (RHF) 
Dr Mustafa Al Sayed, His High-
ness Shaikh Hamad bin Abdulla 
bin Isa Al Khalifa and several 
other. 

20 more services go online 
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Bahrain’s digital battle 
against the deadly coro-
navirus battle just got 

stronger with Kingdom mov-
ing 20 of its services online. 

The move avoids people 
queuing up at various depart-
ments, thereby reinforcing 
COVID-19 precautionary meas-
ures.  

The digital transformation 
drive has so far taken 104 ser-
vices online. All of them are 
available either through Na-
tional Portal Bahrain. bh or 
e-Government apps store bah-
rain.bh/apps.

Interior Minister, General 
Shaikh Rashid bin Abdullah 
Al Khalifa, launched the new 
e-services yesterday.

The services are in coopera-
tion with the Information and 
eGovernment Authority (iGA), 
Nationality, Passports and Res-

idence Affairs (NPRA), General 
Directorate of Traffic, Coast 
Guard and General Directorate 
of Guard.

Chief of Public Security, In-
terior Ministry’s Undersecre-
tary of Nationality, Passports 
and Residence Affairs, Chief 
Executive of the Information 
and eGovernment Author-
ity and General Director of 
Traffic were present at the  
launch.

The Interior Minister hailed 
His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa, and His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, for 
Bahrain’s digital transforma-
tion. 

The minister further stressed 
the importance of enhancing 
awareness among people to 
benefit from the e-services that 
replace the need for visits to 
service centres.

Newly launched services 
The Information and eGovernment Authority: updating ID card residential address, printing and 
verification of residential address statement.

The NPRA offers four services: New visa issuances, transfer and cancel visas, and cancel visa 
requests.

Traffic e-services: Issuance of lost or damaged vehicle ownership, plate numbers ownership, reserved 
plate numbers, traffic centres locator, inspection centres locator, traffic accidents centres locator.

The Coast Guard: Renewal of the vessel registration certificate, navigation licenses renewal and 
requests management.

The General Directorate of Guards: Updation of company profiles, viewing security guarded locations, 
registration of guarded locations and cancellation of guarded locations.

Indian Ambassador 
Piyush Srivastava 
during a discussion 
with Electricity and 
Water Affairs Minister 
Wael bin Nasser Al 
Mubarak on enhancing 
bilateral ties. The 
meeting discussed ways 
to boost the exchange 
of expertise and 
experiences, transfer of 
knowledge in electricity 
and water, and capacity 
building. The meeting 
also discussed the most 
important projects 
carried out by EWA.  

The National Institution for Human Rights (NIHR)’s Chairperson Maria 
Khoury received Deputy British Ambassador, Stuart Summers, and outgoing 
Head of Political Affairs, Media and Public Relations department at the 
embassy Sherrill Edis. The meeting discussed strengthening cooperation and 
coordination to unify efforts in areas related to human rights.

Interpol arrests wanted man in Bahrain
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A wanted man in Bahrain 
has been arrested in a joint 

operation by Interpol and the 
Department of International 
Affairs. 

The Director-General of the 
General Department for Com-
bating Corruption and Eco-
nomic and Electronic Security 
said the 26-year-old Asian man 

landed in police net from a 
neighbouring country. 

He is a suspect in several 
cheque fraud cases committed 
inside the Kingdom. 

Strength Week
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First Deputy Chairman of the Su-
preme Council for Youth and 

Sports (SCYS) and President of Bah-
rain Olympic Committee (BOC) His 
Highness Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, has ordered to organise a 
‘Strength Week’ from February 23-27 
at the late Shaikh Isa bin Rashid Al 
Khalifa Sports City.

 The event will feature five champi-
onships, including CrossFit, Weight-
lifting, Physical Strength, the Strong-
est Man in the World. 

“We have instructed for holding 
this event to implement the directives 
of HM King Hamad bin Isa Al Khali-
fa, to bolster Bahrain’s position as a 
key hub for hosting and organising 
sports events under any circumstanc-
es. Holding this event comes as part 
of our efforts to support the strength 
and endurance sports as well as to 
encourage practising such sports,” HH 
Shaikh Khalid said.

Free extension of visas end
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Starting today, the Nationality, Pass-
ports and Residence will stop the 

automatic and free extension of visit 
visas. The authority said it will now 
offer its services by collecting the fees 
prescribed for services. 


