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Muharraq through to AFC Cup final
Mahmoud Al Mardi and Flavio Cheveresan on target for Bahraini representatives 
in 2-0 victory over Kuwait SC in West Asia Zonal Final played at home

• Muharraq to play 
FC Nasaf Qarshi of 
Uzbekistan for AFC Cup 
title on November 5

• Bahrainis score both 
goals against Kuwaitis 
in first 45 minutes of 
contest for the win

TDT | Manama

Muharraq punched their 
tickets to the AFC Cup 
2021 Final last night 

following a hard-earned 2-0 vic-
tory over Kuwait SC of Kuwait.

Mahmoud Al Mardi and Bra-
zilian professional Flavio Chev-
eresan were both on target for 
the Bahrainis.

The match, which was played 
at the Shaikh Ali bin Moham-
med Al Khalifa Stadium in Arad, 
was the Zonal Final of West Asia 
in this year’s edition of the pres-
tigious club competition.

The Kingdom’s represent-
atives are now set to play for 

the tournament title against 
FC Nasaf Qarshi of Uzbekistan, 
who also qualified for the final 
yesterday with a 3-2 win in ex-
tra time against Lee Man FC of 
Hong Kong.

That game was the Inter-Zone 
Final, and it was played in the 
Uzbek city of Karshi.

The AFC Cup 2021 Final is 
scheduled for November 5. 
Based on the competition’s 
rules, it will be played in Bah-

rain.
Both Al Mardi’s and Flavio’s 

goals were scored in the first 
half last night.

Al Mardi gave the Bahrai-
nis the lead in the 19th minute 
when his free-kick from around 
30 yards found its way into the 
net. The ball went untouched 
despite the aerial challenge of 
a couple of players, catching 
Kuwait goalkeeper Hameed 
Youssef off guard as it bounced 

past him off the pitch and into 
the net.

Flavio then doubled Muhar-
raq’s advantage at the stroke of 
half-time with an attempt from 
close range after Kuwait failed 
to clear the ball.

A cross from the right flank 
found a waiting Abdulwahab 
Al Malood in the box, but the 
Bahraini international could 
not control the pass. It even-
tually found its way onto the 
path of Flavio, who made the 
most of the gifted opportuni-
ty and lobbed the ball over the 
opposing goalkeeper for the 2-0 
advantage.

Both teams had other chanc-
es to find the net in the second 
half, as well as in the four ad-
ditional minutes of stoppage 
time, but could not add to the 
score line.

In the AFC Cup Final, Mu-
harraq will be gunning for their 
second title in the history of the 
competition, which is organised 
and run by the Asian Football 
Confederation for the top clubs 
in the continent who have not 
qualified for the AFC Champions 
League.

Muharraq players congratulate Mahmoud Al Mardi, second from left, after 
scoring their first goal in front of their home fans last night

Fahad triple lifts Ettihad 
over Hala in overtime

TDT | Manama

Al Ettihad upset Al Hala 98-
94 in overtime last night in 

the 2020/2021 Zain Bahrain 
Basketball League.

The game was part of the 
sixth week of action.

Hassan Fahad buried the 
game-winning three-pointer 
with 14 seconds to go in the 
extra session and Ettihad were 
able to hold on from there. 

Hala’s Sayed Kadhem Majed 
missed his attempt to tie on 
the other end and then Hassan 
Albossta sank one of two free-
throws to peg the final score.

Earlier in the contest, Hala 
rallied back from 12 points 
down to begin the fourth quar-
ter and Hussain Jan forced the 
additional five minutes after 
burying a triple with 29 sec-
onds left to level the proceed-
ings at 85-all.

Al Ettihad’s Mohammed Ghazwan looks to make a play as he is guarded 
tightly by Al Hala’s Hussain Jan


