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MENA Fintech 
forum returns 
virtually 

• To be held under 
the patronage of the 
Central Bank of Bahrain 

• Bank ABC 
hosts the forum 

TDT | Manama 

Despite the pandemic, 
which led to the can-
cellation of many ma-

jor events around the world, 
MENA’s leading international 
bank, Bank ABC, under the pa-
tronage of the Central Bank of 
Bahrain, is returning with the 
fourth edition of annual MEA 
Fintech Forum. 

Themed “Banking Beyond 
Digital”, the forum dubbed as 
the “Davos of Fintech” kicks-
off on a virtual platform from 
24 - 25 November 2020. 

The two-day event aims 
to discuss subjects including 
post-pandemic recovery, low-
touch economy, Bank of the 
future, cashless payments and 
sustainability. 

Commenting, Rasheed Al 
Maraj, Governor of the Central 

Bank of Bahrain said: “We are 
pleased to continue our sup-
port to Bank ABC’s initiative of 
the MEA Fintech Forum, which 
has significantly advanced 
Bahrain’s FinTech agenda and 
encouraged the business and 
financial services communi-
ty to look at their operations 
differently. We look forward 
to another engaging and suc-
cessful conference this year.”

Sael Al Waary, Deputy Group 
CEO, Bank ABC said the event 
brings together leading think-
ers, technologists, and those 
who are shaping the financial 
services industry. “They will 
discuss pertinent subjects such 
as economic recovery, regula-
tion in the digital age, cyber-
security and the e-commerce 
ecosystem.”

The forum aims at exploring 
how disruptive technologies 
such as artificial intelligence 
can be harnessed to enhance 
operational efficiency and 
meet the ever-changing needs 
and expectations of the cus-
tomer. More regional banks, 
financial institutions, big tech 
and leading consultancies are 
expected to take part in the 
forum this year. 

Rasheed Al MarajSael Al Waary

The Chief Executive Officer of the Bahrain Chamber Shaker Al Shater takes part in the 47th meeting of the Executive Leaders’ Committee of the Federation of GCC Chambers held virtually with the participation of chief executives and directors from 
member chambers and federations. The meeting discussed a memorandum of cooperation between the Federation and the Secretariat General of Gulf Cooperation Council on international economic affairs as well as endorsed a comparative report 
on the revenues and expenses of the General Secretariat of the Federation for the year 2018 and the closing accounts among several other decisions.

US announces joint 
Israel-UAE fund
Reuters | Jerusalem

 The United States, Israel and 
the United Arab Emirates 

will set up a fund to encour-
age private-sector investment 
and regional cooperation, U.S. 
International Development 
Finance Corporation head 
Adam Boehler said on Tues-
day. Speaking at a ceremony 
to mark the arrival of the first 
official UAE delegation in Isra-
el, Boehler envisaged funding 
to enable the modernisation of 
Israeli-operated checkpoints 
for Palestinians.

IAA holding virtual global conference on Economic revival
• Creativity4Better 
2020 takes place on 
October 27 and 28

• In attendance are 
leaders from Facebook, 
Google, Heineken, Havas 
Creative, Google

TDT | Manama

The International Advertising Asso-
ciation (IAA) announced holding 

its first virtual global conference on the 
theme Brands: The Engine for Economic 
Revival.

Creativity4Better 2020 taking place 
on October 27 and 28 and will feature 
leaders from global companies including 
Facebook, Google, Heineken, Havas Cre-
ative, Google and many more.  

“The event will deliver a packed agen-
da that focuses on the importance brands 
play for economic recovery post-COV-
ID-19,” said Khamis Al Muqla, IAA Bah-
rain Chapter President.  

IAA joins forces with the United Na-
tions with Maher Nasser, Director of 
DGC’s Outreach Division speaking about 
the United Nations’ vision for post-Cov-

id-19 and how govern-
ments, businesses and 
brands can ensure eco-
nomic recovery. 

David Haigh, CEO 
of the world’s leading 
independent brand 
valuation consultan-
cy, Brand Finance, will 
present its new report 
– Why Brands Matter- 
on the role of brands 
in driving growth for 
individual businesses 
and the global economy as a whole.

The event will bring together thou-
sands of delegates including brands, 

governments, agen-
cies, media owners, 
students and academia 
from around the world.

The event is open 
to both members and 
non-members.  IAA 
members will get an 
exclusive discount. 
Don’t miss the chance 
to gain first-hand in-
sight from over 25+ 
i n d u s t r y - l e a d i n g 
speakers. For more in-

formation about the event, the full list of 
speakers, and to register for tickets, visit 
creativity4better.com. 

The IAA was founded 
in 1938 in New York, 

USA and has over 4000 
individual and corporate 
members spanning mar-
keting, advertising, me-
dia, IT communications 
and academic sectors 

with a presence across 
56 countries. IAA Bahrain 
Chapter was founded in 

1993.

No more trade 
talks unless 
EU changes 
position, UK’s 
Johnson says

Reuters | London

There will be no more 
trade talks with the 

European Union unless the 
bloc fundamentally chang-
es its stance on the discus-
sions, British Prime Minis-
ter Boris Johnson told his 
Greek counterpart in a call 
on Tuesday.

“He reaffirmed that the 
EU have effectively ended 
those negotiations by stat-
ing they did not want to 
change their negotiating 
position,” Johnson’s spokes-
man said following the call 
with Prime Minster Kyri-
akos Mitsotakis.

“Should the EU funda-
mentally change their posi-
tion, then the UK would be 
willing to talk on that new 
basis.”

The two leaders also 
spoke about the recent 
Turkish Cypriot presiden-
tial election, which was 
won by Ersin Tatar who 
favours separate adminis-
trations on the Mediterra-
nean island, the spokesman  
said.

“The prime minister was 
clear that a settlement in 
Cyprus was in everyone’s 
interest,” the spokesman 
said.

EU takes action 
against ‘golden 
passport’ schemes 
in Cyprus, Malta
Reuters | Brussels

The European Union’s 
executive said on Tues-

day it was launching legal 
action against Cyprus and 
Malta over their investor 
citizenship programmes, 
also known as “golden pass-
port” schemes.

T h e  s c h e m e s  a l l o w 
wealthy foreigners to buy 
citizenship in exchange for 
an investment of around 1 
million euros ($1.2 million) 
in Malta and 2 million euros 
in Cyprus.

Israel says UAE visit 
‘making history’

Signs deals for visa exemptions, scientific cooperation 

• Four agreement 
signed 

• To set up a $3 
billion fund

• Fund for 
modernising 
checkpoints for 
Palestinians

• The US officials on 
Sunday joined an Israeli 
delegation to Bahrain 
for a signing ceremony 
to formalise ties

Reuters | Jerusalem

In an historic first visit by a 
Gulf Arab nation, a United 
Arab Emirates delegation 

arrived in Israel yesterday, ac-
companied by top US officials, 
to cement a normalisation deal 
signed last month.

“We are making history in a 
way that will stand for gener-
ations,” Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said in 
welcoming Emirati Economy 
Minister Abdullah bin Touq al-
Mari and Minister of State for 
Financial Affairs Obaid Humaid 
al-Tayer.

They were accompanied by 
US Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin and other American 
officials on the flight from Abu 
Dhabi to Ben Gurion Airport 
near Tel Aviv.

“I think that the visit of such 
a high level delegation from the 

UAE... will show our peoples, 
the region and the entire world 
the benefit of having friendly, 
peaceful and normal exchang-
es,” Netanyahu said.

Four agreements were signed 

– relating to investment, scien-
tific cooperation, civil aviation 
and visa exemptions during the 
visit, which was restricted to 
the airport due to coronavirus 
concerns.

Tayer said the deals of-
fered “great opportunities” to 
“achieve prosperity for both 
our ecnomies, and our people”.

Citing discussions on taxa-
tion and financial relations, he 
said there had already been sig-
nificant progress between the 
two governments and added: 
“We look forward to welcom-
ing you to the UAE in the near 
future.”

Mnuchin, the most senior 
US official to attend, called it 
an “historic occasion,” adding: 
“With greater economic pros-
perity comes stronger security.”

Reflecting a realignment of 
regional powers concerned 
about Iran, he added that Israel, 
the UAE and USA “share a smart 
outlook regarding threats and 
opportunities in the region.”

An Etihad Airways plane carrying a UAE delegation on its first official visit to 
Israel (Courtesy of the National)
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Innovative educational solution
University of Bahrain moves IT infrastructure applications to Amazon Web Services Cloud

• Students, teachers 
stand to benefit

TDT | Manama

The University of Bahrain 
(UoB) announced yester-
day that it has reached 

the final stage of the process 
of moving the entire IT infra-
structure to the Amazon Web 
Services (AWS) Cloud.

AWS is the world’s most com-
prehensive and broadly adopted 
cloud platform, offering over 
175 fully featured services from 
data centres globally. Millions 
of customers — including the 
fastest-growing startups, largest 
enterprises, and leading govern-
ment agencies — are using AWS 
to lower costs, become more ag-
ile, and innovate faster.

Once the application transfer 
process is complete by the end of 
this year, UoB will be the largest 
university in the Middle East to 
fully move its core applications 
to the AWS Cloud, including Stu-
dent Information Management 
System (SIS), Correspondence 
Management System (CMS), 
home page portal and domain 
subsidiary and backend systems.

Moving core applications to 
the Cloud (AWS) provides ex-
ceptional benefits to the UoB, in-
cluding reduced costs, enhanced 
security, accelerated project 
launch and implementation of 
new ideas.

On the other hand, through 
the use of AWS, the performance 
of the core applications is im-
proved by more than 40%. The 
performance of the university’s 
website has also improved by 
more than 50%, which is the 

page that is used to access the 
subdomains and services intend-
ed for students.

Other benefits that the univer-
sity will get through the transi-
tion to the Cloud (AWS) include 
the ability to speed up research 
schedules for master’s and doc-
toral students at the universi-
ty, by enabling them to access 
high-performance computing to 
quickly and effectively analyse 
large data sets, as well as bene-
fit from advanced technologies 
such as artificial intelligence (AI) 
and machine learning (ML), and 
researchers can also easily share 
their results with collaborators 
in all universities around the 
world.

With the aim of making the 
transition process more smooth, 
UoB has invested in developing 
the workforce through inten-
sive training programmes for 
the IT team, whose members 
have obtained official high-level 
Amazon Web Services (AWS) 

certificates, which gave them 
the skills necessary to imple-
ment this project. Cloud-based 
customised services provide the 
university’s IT teams with the 
ability to build secure environ-
ments while freeing up their 
resources to focus on students.

The move to the Cloud (AWS) 
is a continuation of the overall 
cloud computing strategy of the 
UoB, which it has started im-
plementing over the past few 
years, and includes an increasing 
trend towards focusing on cloud 
learning for its students.

In 2017, the university joined 
the AWS Academy Program, a 
program that provides higher 
education institutions around 
the world with a customised 
curriculum for cloud comput-
ing.

UoB teachers who are accred-
ited by AWS Academy provide 
curricula and training courses 
for students that include the 
fundamentals of AWS cloud 

computing technology.
In 2019, UoB became the first 

university in the Middle East 
to launch the Cloud Comput-
ing Certificate in co-operation 
with AWS Educate, with the first 
batch being registered in the 

first semester of the 2020/2021 
academic year.

In addition, in 2020, the uni-
versity launched – in partner-
ship with the Labor Fund (Tam-
keen) and Amazon Web Servic-
es (AWS) – a Cloud Innovation 
Center (CIC), which focuses on 
accelerating the digital trans-
formation of the public sector 
by leveraging cloud technolo-
gies to find effective solutions 
to realistic challenges.

UoB president Prof Dr Riyad 
Hamzah said: “It is important 
for higher education institutions 
to have the ability to quickly and 
effectively adapt to the trans-
formations that our world is 
witnessing today. University of 
Bahrain has managed – through 
moving the IT infrastructure to 
the Amazon Web Services (AWS) 
cloud from improving basic edu-
cational applications to provide 
better educational services and 
tools for students and teach-
ers alike, which will undoubt-
edly contribute to opening a 
new world of opportunities to 
provide innovative educational 
solutions.”

The university president ex-
pressed his pride in the efforts 
made by the members of the 
Information Technology Center 

at the university, which was able 
to complete the process of trans-
ferring applications smoothly 
without any impact on the pro-
gress of our operations, thanks 
to the high experience and ad-
vanced skills they have.

“We look forward to contin-
uing to implement our cloud 
strategy through which we seek 
to provide our students with the 
latest innovations and solutions 
in the field of cloud education, 
and to develop new services and 
solutions based on the world’s 
leading cloud,” Prof Hamzah 
said.

For her part, Dr Azza El-Shen-
nawy, Head of Education for the 
Middle East and North Africa 
at AWS, said: “The enormous 
potential and capabilities pro-
vided by cloud computing pro-
vide many positive benefits to 
the education sector, including 
helping to reduce expenditures 
and enhance levels of safety and 
protection, in addition to em-
powering universities and edu-
cational institutions.

University of Bahrain

“It is important for 
higher education 

institutions to 
have the ability 
to quickly and 

effectively adapt to 
the transformations 

that our world is 
witnessing today. 

Amazon Web Services 
(AWS) cloud will 

provide innovative 
educational 
solutions.”

UOB PRESIDENT PROF DR RIYAD HAMZAH

Millions of customers 
— including the fast-

est-growing startups, 
largest enterprises, 
and leading govern-
ment agencies — are 
using AWS to lower 
costs, become more 
agile, and innovate 

faster.
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Education Minister briefed on college’s progress
TDT | Manama

Education Minister Dr Majid 
Ali Al Nuaimi chaired the 

Abdullah bin Khalid College for 
Islamic Studies Board of Trus-
tees online meeting.

The attendees praised HM the 
King’s decision to establish the 
Abdullah bin Khalid College for 
Islamic Studies, a great achieve-
ment that will serve the educa-
tional process in Bahrain.

The college is named after 
HH Shaikh Abdullah bin Khalid 
Al Khalifa who is known for 
his Islamic and humanitarian 
achievements.

The board of trustees selected 
Dr Shaikh Abdullatif Mahmood 
Al Mahmood as vice-presi-

dent of the board and viewed 
a presentation on the college’s 
function, departments, special-
isations and student admission 

process.
The board was also assured 

about the measures taken dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic.

The members were also 
shown a design of the college 
and departments, classrooms 
and various facilities.

Education Minister chairs the online meeting

Shaikha Mai takes part in culture and heritage forum
TDT | Manama

Bahrain Authority for Cul-
ture and Antiquities (BACA) 

president Shaikha Mai bint Mo-
hammed Al Khalifa yesterday 
participated in an international 
forum organised remotely by 
the Italian Romualdo Del Bian-
co Foundation to highlight the 
publications of the forum 2020, 
Building Peace through Herit-
age - World Forum to Change 

through Dialogue. 
Through a recorded speech, 

Shaikha Mai  thanked the 
Romualdo Del Bianco Founda-
tion for inviting her in the forum 
which is held at a time when 
it is deemed necessary to cast 
light on culture and heritage as 
well as communication between 
peoples and civilisations.

She said undoubtedly the 
publications of “Building Peace 
through Heritage” forum will 

have an active role in promot-
ing the importance of culture 
and its role in laying bridges of 
co-operation between peoples, 
especially at this time when the 
world is suffering from various 
upheavals.

Shaikha Mai stressed that 
human heritage connects all 
mankind and is the common 
language between all countries 
in the world.

She noted that the basic in-

frastructure of culture provides 
the opportunity to improve lo-
cal communities and their her-
itage which plays an essential 
role in cultural tourism. 

stressed that cultural tourism 
is inextricably linked to heritage 
as tourists always seek through 
their trip to get informed about 
the identity of nations and their 
heritage.

She also pointed out the great 
importance given by the United 

Nations to cultural tourism as a 
main tributary for sustainable 
development.

Shaikha Mai underscored 
continuity of cultural work 
despite the coronavirus pan-
demic by investing available 
technological tools to enhance 
communication, promote na-
tional cultural achievements, 
invigorate internal tourism and 
inform the public of their cul-
tural heritage.BACA president

Bahrain-Israel postal 
exchange to start soon
TDT | Manama

Assistant Undersecretary 
for Post at the Ministry 

of Transportation and Tele-
communication Shaikh Bader 
bin Khalifa Al Khalifa has an-
nounced that postal exchange 
between Bahrain and Israel 
will start soon.

In a press statement, Shai-
kh Bader said that it was the 
result of the signing of the 
memoranda of understanding 
following the establishment of 
diplomatic relations between 
the Kingdom of Bahrain and 
Israel recently.ions for more 

stability and prosperity in the 
Middle East.

Shaikh Bader bin Khalifa Al Khalifa

The college is 
named after HH 
Shaikh Abdullah 

bin Khalid Al Khal-
ifa who is known 

for his Islamic 
and humanitarian 

achievements.
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