
Salmaniya Complex set to open evening clinics

• It aims to provide 
better health 
services to all

TDT | Manama

Salmaniya Medical Complex 
has announced work on a 

project to open clinics in the 
evening as part of its missions 
to provide better health servic-
es to all.

It is also increasing the work-
force for the clinics to reduce 
the waiting list for the first con-
sultation.

The project is in line with 
the direction of Shaikh Hisham 
bin Abdulaziz Al Khalifa, chair-
man of the Board of Trustees of 
Governmental Hospitals, to im-
prove healthcare services par-
ticularly in outpatient clinics.

Work on the project has al-
ready started on 4 October and 
in several stages. 

The first phase included out-
patient clinics for the following 
departments: urology, gastro-
intestinal diseases, nervous 
system diseases, ear, nose and 
throat diseases, and ophthal-
mology department, at a rate of 
20 to 30 patients per day in each 

specialty, where approximately 
90 to 120 new patients are re-
ceived per week in the evening.

The next stage includes clin-
ics of dermatology, plastic sur-
gery, endocrinology, rheuma-
tology and orthopedics.

In the initial plan for the first 
phase, and for the dermatology 
department, it is working to 
reduce the current waiting list 
for the first consultations in 
the dermatology department 
from eight months to less than 
four months.

In the ophthalmology de-
partment from five months to 
three months. The numbers 
vary according to specialisa-
tion, but the goal remains to 
reduce these lists within three 
to five months.

Based on the data collect-
ed, the complex management 
can determine the clinics of 
the highest priority, then clas-
sify them further, determine 
the recommended number of 
additional clinics required, 
and set future plans to reduce 
waiting lists according to stra-
tegic plans to provide better 
services.

Bahrain pavilion construction work on track

• Shaikha Mai receives 
project contractors

TDT | Manama

Her Excellency Shaikha Mai 
Bint Mohammed Al Khal-

ifa, president of the Bahrain 
Authority for Culture and An-
tiquities (BACA) and commis-
sioner general of the Bahrain 
National Pavilion at Expo 2021 
Dubai, received Giuseppe An-
tonio and Chiaranda Gregory 
from Raymond Medell Asset, 
the contracting company oper-
ating on the pavilion, to discuss 
the latest developments in the 
implementation of the project.

Shaikha Mai affirmed that 
the Kingdom of Bahrain is mov-
ing steadily towards the com-
pletion of its pavilion at Expo 
2021 Dubai, stressing that it will 
be a great opportunity to pro-
mote the ancient Bahraini her-
itage and introduce the world 
to Bahrain sites on the UNESCO 
World Heritage List, and other 
Bahraini heritage, material 
and immaterial components. 

During the meeting, the 
latest achievements of the 
2,000-square-metre Bahrain 
Pavilion were reviewed, as it 

was confirmed that 60% of 
the project had been complet-
ed and that the construction 
work would be completed ac-
cording to the time plan in 
January 2021.

The design of the pavilion, 
which takes the form of a 
cube, supported by 126 col-
umns and 169 panel façades 
made of steel, was also ad-
dressed.

Implementation teams de-

veloped a special engineering 
system for installing columns 
and facades, which was used 
for the first time in building 
the wing.

The Bahrain National Pavil-
ion at Expo 2021 Dubai was 
designed by the Swiss engi-
neer Christian Kerees, who is 
considered an important name 
in the world of architecture 
and research related to con-
struction and installation.
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The design of the pavilion takes 
the form of a cube, supported 
by 126 columns and 169 panel 

façades made of steel.

Specialised prosecution office hailed
• Bahrain first to 
establish Prosecution 
Office for Trafficking 
in Persons

TDT | Manama

Bahrain is the first Arab 
country to establish a 
prosecution office spe-

cialised in human trafficking 
cases.

This was emphasised by Dr 
Ali Al Shuwaikh, head of the 
Trafficking in Persons Prosecu-
tion Office.

He said that the attorney gen-
eral issued a decision to form 
a Prosecution Office for Traf-
ficking in Persons that will be 
consisted of a number of pros-
ecutors who have experience in 
investigating this case.

Also the head of the Public 
Prosecution Office for the Col-
lege Prosecution, Dr Al Shu-
waikh stressed that the decision 
supports the competent national 
efforts concerned with combat-
ting trafficking in persons.

It also reinforces the advanced 
position of Bahrain at the inter-
national level in combatting this 
type of crime, Dr Al Shuwaikh 
added.

The Kingdom of Bahrain has 
maintained for the third year 

running its Tier 1 ranking in the 
US Department of State Traf-
ficking in Persons (TiP) Report. 

The Chief Prosecutor indi-
cated that the establishment 
of the Trafficking in Persons 
Prosecution Office aims to pro-
vide a specialised and trained 
environment for members of 
the Public Prosecution Office to 
investigate such crimes, which 
requires knowledge of them in 
a precise manner.

The work involves exploita-
tion carried out by the crime 
of trafficking, in addition to 
strengthening criminal protec-
tion for victims of trafficking in 
persons in a manner that guar-
antees the rights of the victim 
established by law.

Since the beginning of this 

year, the number of registered 
cases regarding trafficking 
in persons has reached 20, of 
which the Public Prosecution 
has referred eight cases to the 

High Criminal Court.
Three of the accused have 

been convicted and slapped 
three to 10 years in jail in addi-
tion to fines.

They were also deported after 
the execution of punishment, 
while the victims returned to 
their respective country.

Five cases are still pending be-
fore the court, while the prose-
cution concluded, in light of the 
findings of the investigations, 
to exclude the suspicion of the 
crime in eight cases, and to refer 
two of them to the court for the 
crime in which that suspicion 
was raised. The investigation is 
still underway in four cases.

The Public Prosecution, since 
the issuance of Law No. (1) of 
2008 regarding combatting traf-
ficking in persons, has taken 
interim and gradual measures 
that are qualified to establish 
this prosecution in order to de-
velop capabilities and provide 
the necessary expertise to inves-
tigate this type of crime through 
an initial system of jurisdiction, 
and to participate in national 
activities.

Human trafficking is a global problem

Dr Ali Al Shuwaikh

The Bahrain pavilion

Patients at Salmaniya Medical Complex

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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The number of cases 
registered this year 

regarding trafficking in 
persons, of which the 

Public Prosecution has 
referred eight cases to the 

High Criminal Court.
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Bahrain welcomes US decision on Sudan
TDT | Manama

The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs welcomes the US 

administration’s decision to 
remove Sudan from the list of 
countries sponsoring terrorism.

The Ministry stressed that it 
is a positive step that supports 
the efforts of Sudan’s transi-
tional government and is in the 
interest of enhancing security 
and stability in its territories.

The Ministry affirms the 
Kingdom of Bahrain’s support 
for Sudan and its people, and 
the country’s development.

Information 
Minister pays 
homage to UAE 
media icon

TDT | Manama

Information Affairs Min-
ister Ali bin Mohammed 

Al Romaihi mourned the 
sad demise of Emirati jour-
nalism pioneer Ibrahim Al 
Abed, adviser to the chair-
man of the UAE’s National 
Media Council (NMC), who 
passed away yesterday, leav-
ing behind a prolific leg-
acy in serving his nation, 
contributing to the devel-
opment of the  press and 
media and enriching scien-
tific research.

“The GCC and Arab press 
and media communities 
have lost an iconic pioneer 
of responsible media”, the 
Minister said, praising his 
contributions which span 
almost five decades of de-
voted services in the UAE 
media industry.

Information Minister

AGU opens tenders for furnishing equipment
TDT | Manama

The Arabian Gulf University 
held a meeting to open the 

envelopes of financial bids for 
furnishing equipment for the 
King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz 
Medical City Hospital project 
in Bahrain.

Present were three compa-
nies that qualified for the final 
qualifiers, namely Al Bassam 
Trading Company, Mofen Al 

Rassam Company and Half 
Lock One Company.

AG U v i c e - p re s i d e n t  D r 
Khaled Saeed Tabbara said 
the university has made great 
strides in building the Medi-
cal City project, and this stage 
comes to choose the body re-
sponsible for taking over the 
furnishing of the Medical City 
buildings.

Next week, another meeting 
will be held to open the bids 

submitted to equip the hospital 
with medical devices.

He pointed out that the three 
winning bids were chosen after 
reviewing all the other bids and 
selecting the best ones from the 
technical point of view.

Dr Tabbara pointed out that 
King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz 
Medical City Hospital will be 
ready by the end of 2021. It will 
start its work at the beginning 
of 2022.
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“Through this award, 
we have been keen 
to affirm our great 
appreciation to our 

sons and daughters, the 
Bahraini doctors, who 
embody the authentic 

essence of the Bahraini 
personality that is 

unique in its giving and 
sacrifices for the sake 

of the homeland.” 
HRH THE PREMIER

Dedication and noble work
HRH Premier congratulates winners of his Award for Bahraini Doctor

• Scientific medical 
research highlighted

• Award promotes 
culture of creativity 
and innovation

TDT | Manama

His Royal  Highness 
Prime Minister Prince 
Khalifa bin Salman Al 

Khalifa congratulated yesterday 
the winners of the “Khalifa bin 
Salman Al Khalifa Award for 
Bahraini Doctor.”

He expressed pride in the 
honourable achievements 
brought about in the scientific 
research field, lauding the doc-
tors’ dedication in performing 
their noble medical profession 
and serving the community.

The Court of HRH the Prime 
Minister announced the win-
ners of the first edition of the 
$200,000-worth “Khalifa bin 
Salman Al Khalifa Award for 
Bahraini Doctor”.

The winners were announced 
at a press conference attended 
by Health Minister and Jury 
Chairperson Faeqa bint Said 
Al Saleh, and members Arabi-
an Gulf University president, 
Dr Khalid Al Ohaly, and Roy-
al College of Surgeons in Ire-
land-Medical University of Bah-
rain (RCSI-Bahrain) president, 
Dr Samir Al Atoum.

Dr Jameela Mohammed Al 
Salman, consultant in infectious 
diseases, geriatrics and internal 
medicine at Salmaniya Medical 
Complex, won the first cate-
gory entitled “Innovation and 
Creative Award in Therapeutic, 
Clinical and Medical Research 
Award”.

Dr Ghufran Ahmed Jassim, 
consultant family physician and 
RCSI-Bahrain associate profes-
sor, won the second place, while 
Dr Najat Mohammed Abul Fath, 
family physician and director of 
public health at the Ministry of 
Health, won the second place 
bis.

In the second category, the 
“Extended Loyalty and Giving 
Award”, it was won by Dr Mar-
iam Ebrahim Al Hajeri, family 
physician and Assistant Under-
secretary for Public Health at 
the Ministry of Health, in appre-
ciation of her dedicated efforts 
for more than 30 years in the 
government sector and civil so-
ciety institutions, as well as her 
implementation of health pro-
grammes that have enhanced 
public health in the Kingdom.

HRH the Premier also con-
gratulated the undersecretary of 
his court and the award’s Secre-
tariat General Chief Shaikh Mo-
hammed bin Rashid Al Khalifa 
for his successful management 
of the award, lauding the sec-
retariat’s high organisational 
competence.

He praised the high compe-
tition and large participation 
by Bahraini male and female 
doctors who submitted scien-

tific researches and studies that 
reflected deep knowledge and 
awareness of the importance of 
scientific research in achieving 
progress.

HRH the Prime Minister as-
serted that scientific research 
is the mainstay of development 
and advancement in civilised 
societies.

He pointed out the govern-
ment’s constant keenness to 
support the research efforts, 
mainly in the medical field, giv-
en the importance of researches 
in optimising services.

He stressed that crediting 
Bahraini citizens for their dis-
tinguished accomplishments in 
various sectors has contributed 
remarkably to stoking the spirit 
of competition and promoting 
the culture of creativity and in-
novation.

HRH the Prime Minister 
pointed out that the well-de-
served achievement made by 
Bahraini women in winning 
the award in its two categories 
reflects their pioneering role 
in the medical field and other 
areas.

He affirmed that the accom-
plishment is an added value 
to the record of achievements 
brought about by Bahraini 
women thanks to the support of 
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa and the government’s 
keenness to enhance their role 
as an active partner in the de-
velopment march.

H R H t h e  P re m i e r  s a i d : 
“Through this award, we have 
been keen to affirm our great 
appreciation to our sons and 
daughters, the Bahraini doc-
tors, who embody the authentic 
essence of the Bahraini person-
ality that is unique in its giving 
and sacrifices for the sake of the 
homeland.”

Health Minister and Jury Chairperson  Faeqa bint Said Al Saleh and other jury members during the announcement of 
winners

HM King advisor hails new 
Arab Parliament Speaker

TDT | Manama

His Majesty King’s Advi-
sor for Diplomatic Affairs 

Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed Al 
Khalifa received MP Adel Ab-
dul Rahman Al Asoumi who 
was appointed Arab Parlia-
ment Speaker.

The advisor congratulated 
Al Asoumi, expressing appre-
ciation to his continuous ef-
forts in serving the country 
and helping the Arab Parlia-
ment serve Arab causes and 

interests in various fields.
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed 

stressed that choosing Al 
Asoumi for this position re-
flects the great Arab appre-
ciation for His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa’s ap-
proach, and the tremendous 
democratic development that 
ranked Bahrain in an advanced 
position at the regional and 
international levels.

Al Asoumi expressed appre-
ciation to the advisor’s con-
stant keenness to support MPs.

 Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed receives lawmaker

Labour Minister with the Indian Ambassador

Humaidan praises Indian workers’ contributions
• India Ambassador 
boosts Bahrain ties
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Minister of Labour and Social 
Development Minister and 

Labour Market Regulatory Au-
thority (LMRA) chairman Jamil 
bin Muhammad Ali Humaidan 
met in his office yesterday Indian 
Ambassador Piyush Srivastava.

Humaidan welcomed the new 
ambassador, wishing him success 
in performing his diplomatic mis-
sion in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

The Minister noted the strong 
and historical relations existing 
between the two countries and 
the role of Indian workers in Bah-
rain and their contributions to the 
country’s development process.

He stressed the importance of 
strengthening co-operation be-
tween the two friendly countries 
especially in the field of labour 
market, social welfare and entre-
preneurship.

For his part, the Indian Am-
bassador noted the growing 
historical relations between the 
two countries, stressing the keen-
ness of the Indian government 
to strengthen co-operation with 
the Kingdom in various fields.

Ambassador Srivastava praised 
the care that Bahrain provides 
to the Indian community and 
workers in the country, noting 
the efforts made by the Ministry 
and the LMRA to ensure the pro-
vision of protection for them in 

line with the international labour 
standards.

He pointed out the measures 
Bahrain is taking in this excep-
tional period to preserve the safe-

ty of everyone, including foreign 
workers, which are humanitarian 
efforts that reflect the Kingdom’s 
leadership in caring for and safe-
guarding human rights.

Proposal to promote students passed

The House of Representatives approved a proposal urgently to promote 
students born in October, November and December 2013 to the second grade 
of primary school after taking the necessary examinations for them.
The presenter of the proposal was Representative Basem Al Maliki.

Humaidan  stressed the impor-
tance of strengthening co-oper-
ation between the two friendly 
countries especially in the field 
of labour market, social welfare 

and entrepreneurship.

KNOW WHAT

Pakistan Club hails Sitra Medical Quarantine’s care

A delegation from the Pakistan Club in the Kingdom of Bahrain, represented 
by Engineer Rehan Ahmed, chairman of the Club, Mohammad Afzal Bhatti, 
vice chairman, and Abdullah Khan, a volunteer, visited the Royal Medical 
Services to extend their sincere thanks and appreciation to His Excellency 
Major General Professor Shaikh Khalid bin Ali Al Khalifa, director of the 
Royal Medical Services and Colonel (Dr) Nayef Abdul Rahman Louri, director 
of Sitra Medical Quarantine, for the quality of care and continuous dedicated 
work offered in the Sitra Quarantine facility to the Pakistani community 
members in the Kingdom.

Three COVID deaths, 309 new cases and 406 recoveries : Health Ministry
TDT | Manama

Three died from coronavirus 
(COVID-19) and 309 new in-

fections were recorded yesterday, 

the Ministry of Health announced 
early this morning.

Among the latest casualties were 
two Bahranis, an 87-year-old man 
and a 78-year-old woma, 78, raising 

the death toll 305.
Following 10,360 tests conduct-

ed, the new cases included 84 ex-
patriate workers, 217 contacts of 
local cases and eight travel-related.

An additional 406 people recov-
ered from the deadly respiratory 
illness yesterday, taking the total 
number of recoveries to 75,089.

The ministry said that of the 

3,139 active cases, 65 are receiving 
treatment and 31 in critical con-
dition. The remaining 3,108 cases 
are stable.

Bahrain has so far registered a 

total of 78,533 confirmed cases, 
including active cases, recoveries 
and deaths. The overall tests con-
ducted in the Kingdom increased 
to 1,638,436.


