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French Revolution: The National 
Convention passes a proclama-
tion announcing the formal abo-
lition of the French monarchy

 Cecil Chubb buys English prehistoric 
monument Stonehenge for £6,600

US President Warren G. Harding signs a 
joint resolution of approval to establish a 
Jewish homeland in Palestine

Chinese Communist 
leaders proclaim the 
People’s Republic of 

China
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Past presidents have 
cut taxes for the 

wealthy and biggest 
corporations with the 
promise of economic 
growth. It doesn’t work. 
The ultra-wealthy and 
corporations must pay 
their fair share—which 
will lower costs for the 
middle class.

@JoeBiden

India’s vaccination 
coverage crosses the 

milestone of 800 million 
doses

@IndiaInBahrain

I’m in #Afghanistan, 
with @WHOEMRO Di-

rector Ahmed Al Mand-
hari. Protecting the health 
of the Afghan people is of 
the utmost priority for @
WHO. We will visit health 
facilities meet with @
WHOAfghanistan staff, 
health workers, and Tal-
iban leadership on these 
vital issues.

@DrTedros

At the 76th #UNGA 
s e s s i o n ,  l e a d e r s 

must translate words 
into action for the most 
vulnerable. We must 
demonstrate that mul-
tilateralism is the only 
pathway to a better fu-
ture for all.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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229,406,840

4,707,689

206,072,756

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+139,537

+2,589

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 296,929 16,970 250,304 29,655

Saudi 
Arabia

546,612 +63 8,667 +6 535,602 2,343

UAE 733,003 +313 2,077 +2 724,855 6,071

Kuwait 411,180 2,439 407,908 833

Oman 303,459 +36 4,093 293,957 5,409

Qatar 235,626 +139 604 233,454 1,568

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 42,900,906 691,880

2 India 33,478,419 445,165

3 Brazil 21,239,783 590,786

4 UK 7,429,746 135,203

5 Russia 7,294,672 198,996

6 France 6,955,333 116,030

7 Turkey 6,847,259 61,574

8 Iran 5,442,232 117,526

9 Argentina 5,239,232 114,428

10 Colombia 4,941,064 125,895

11 Spain 4,929,546 85,783

12 Italy 4,636,111 130,310

13 Indonesia 4,192,695 140,634

14 Germany 4,151,810 93,585

G l o b a l  t a l l y

C O V I D - 1 : 9  C o u n t r i e s  w o r s t  a f f e c t e d

Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u Russia’s ruling United 
Russia party, which 
supports President Vladimir 
Putin, won an emphatic 
parliamentary majority after 
its most vociferous critics were 
prevented from contesting an election 
that opponents said was marred by 
large-scale fraud. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin  thanked Russians for their 
trust after the ruling United Russia party that 
supports him won an emphatic parliamentary 
majority in an election that opponents said 
was marred by large-scale fraud. “Special 
words of thanks, of course, I want to address 
to the citizens of Russia, to thank you for 
your trust, dear friends,” Putin said on state television.

u Lebanon’s parliament began a session yesterday that 
is scheduled to 
discuss the new 
cabinet’s policy 
programme and hold 

a vote of confidence, after 
a nearly one-hour delay 

caused by a power cut. 
Lebanon is battling a deep depression, with worsening fuel shortages translating 
into few or any hours of state-backed power a day and most Lebanese relying on 
private generators for electricity. The session had been scheduled to start at 11 
a.m. local time (0800 GMT) but the lights went out in the building now housing 
the parliament. When it began, Prime Minister Najib Mikati read out the cabinet’s 
draft policy programme. “From the heart of the suffering of Beirut ... our cabinet 
was born to light a candle in this hopeless darkness,” Mikati told parliament. 

u Syria’s defence minister visited Jordan on Sunday to 
discuss stability on their 
mutual border, the first 
such meeting since the Syrian 
conflict erupted a decade ago 
when the two neighbours 
supported opposing factions, 
officials said. The meeting 
follows a major army offensive to retake the last rebel bastion 
in southern Syria, and after reestablising control this month 
over Deraa, a city south of Damascus, in a Russian brokered deal that averted an 
all-out military assault led by Iranian-backed units of the army. Jordanian army 
head Lieutenant General Yousef Hunaiti met Syrian Defence Minister and Chief of 
Staff Ali Ayyoub over the Deraa situation and to discuss issues such as the fight 
against terrorism and drug smuggling in the area, Jordan’s army said.

u  A Chinese robotic resupply cargo spacecraft successfully docked 
with an orbiting space station module on Monday in the fourth of 11 missions 
needed to finish building China’s first permanent space station by the end of next 

year.  A Long March-7 rocket carrying the Tianzhou-3, 
or “Heavenly Vessel” in Chinese, blasted off at 3:10 
p.m. Beijing time (0710 GMT) from the Wenchang Space 
Launch Center on the southern island of Hainan, state 
media reported. It successfully docked with the core 
Tianhe module of the space station at 1408 GMT.

Parliament 
session on 
Lebanon cabinet 
begins late after 

power cut

Syrian 
military chief 
makes rare 
visit to Jordan 
to discuss 
border security

Tianzhou-3 
cargo spacecraft 
docks with China 
space station 

module

Putin thanks 
Russians for 
their ‘trust’ after 
United Russia 

election win

The 2004 film Hotel Rwanda told 
the story of how Mr Rusesabagina, 
a middle-class Hutu married to a 
Tutsi woman, used his influence - 
and bribes - to convince military 
officials to secure a safe escape 

for an estimated 1,200 people who 
sought shelter at the Mille Collines 

Hotel in Kigali.

KNOW

BETTER

US will 
re-open to 
international 
travelers 
with vaccine 
requirements
Reuters

The United States will re-
open to air passengers 

from China, India, Britain 
and many other Europe-
an countries who have re-
ceived COVID-19 vaccines in 
early November, the White 
House said Monday, rolling 
back tough pandemic-relat-
ed travel restrictions that 
started early last year.

The United States cur-
rently bars most non-U.S. 
citizens who within the last 
14 days have been in Britain, 
the 26 Schengen countries 
in Europe without border 
controls, Ireland, China, In-
dia, South Africa, Iran and 
Brazil.

There will be some ex-
ceptions to the vaccine pol-
icy, officials said, including 
for children not yet eligi-
ble to be vaccinated. The 
new rules do not yet apply 
to travelers crossing land 
borders with Mexico and 
Canada.

The White House said in 
July it had concerns about 
the highly infectious coro-
navirus Delta variant and a 
rising number of U.S. COV-
ID-19 cases.

Rwandan court finds ‘Hotel Rwanda’ 
film hero guilty in terrorism case

• Since being 
portrayed by actor Don 
Cheadle as the hero of 
the 2004 film “Hotel 
Rwanda”, Rusesabagina 
emerged as a prominent 
critic of President 
Paul Kagame, based 
in the United States

• Rusesabagina’s trial 
began in February, 
six months after he 
arrived in Kigali on 
a flight from Dubai

Reuters | Kigali 

A Rwandan court yesterday 
found Paul Rusesabagi-

na, a one-time hotel manager 
portrayed as a hero in a Holly-
wood film about the 1994 gen-
ocide, guilty of being part of a 
group responsible for terrorist  
attacks.

“They should be found guilty 
for being part of this terror 
group - MRCD-FLN,” judge Be-
atrice Mukamurenzi said of 20 
defendants including Rusesa-
bagina. “They attacked people 
in their homes, or even in their 
cars on the road traveling.”

The case has had a high pro-
file since Rusesabagina, 67, 
was arrested last year on ar-
rival from Dubai after what he 
described as a kidnapping by 
Rwandan authorities.

Since being portrayed by ac-
tor Don Cheadle as the hero of 
the 2004 film “Hotel Rwan-

da”, Rusesabagina emerged as 
a prominent critic of President 
Paul Kagame, based in the Unit-
ed States. He had denied all 
the charges against him, while 
his supporters called the trial 
a sham and proof of Kagame’s 
ruthless treatment of political 
opponents.

Prosecutors had sought a 
life sentence on nine charg-
es, including terrorism, arson, 
taking hostages and forming 
an armed rebel group which 
he directed from abroad. After 
the announcement of the initial 
verdict, one of the defendants 
became ill, causing a short re-
cess which delayed verdicts on 
other charges and sentencing.

Rusesabagina became a glob-
al celebrity after the film, which 

depicted him risking his life to 
shelter hundreds as the boss 
of a luxury hotel in the Rwan-
dan capital Kigali during the 
100-day genocide when Hutu 
ethnic extremists killed more 
than 800,000 people, mostly 
from the Tutsi minority.

Cheadle was nominated for 
an Oscar for the role. Rusesaba-
gina used his fame to highlight 
what he described as rights 
violations by the government 
of Kagame, a Tutsi rebel com-
mander who took power after 
his forces captured Kigali and 
halted the genocide.

Rusesabagina’s trial began in 
February, six months after he 
arrived in Kigali on a flight from 
Dubai. His supporters say he 
was kidnapped; the Rwandan 
government suggested he was 
tricked into boarding a private 
plane. Human Rights Watch 
said at the time that his arrest 
amounted to an enforced dis-
appearance, which it called a 
serious violation of internation-
al law.

Paul Rusesabagina, the man who 
was hailed a hero in a Hollywood 
movie about the country’s 1994 
genocide is detained and paraded in 
front of media in handcuffs at the 
headquarters of Rwanda Investigation 
Bureau in Kigali, Rwanda 

US removes 
migrants from 
Texas border 
camp, begins 
flights to Haiti

Reuters | Del Rio, Texas, Ciudad 
Acuna, Mexico

US border agents began expel-
ling plane-loads of mostly 

Haitian migrants from a large 
makeshift camp they had set 
up after wading across the Rio 
Grande separating Mexico and 
the United States, with repatri-
ation flightsarriving in Haiti on 
Sunday.

The sprawling camp under 
the international bridge attract-
ed more than 12,000 migrants 
at one point and marked a 

new challenge for US authori-
ties, who have sought to reduce 
the flow of Central Americans 
and now hundreds of Haitians 
who have fled rampant pover-
ty, gang violence and seemingly 
non-stop natural disasters back  
home.

US authorities have moved 
3,300 migrants since Friday from 
Del Rio, Texas, and announced 
a new daily schedule of flights 
to the Haitian capital, Port-au-
Prince, where some officials ex-
pressed concern on Sunday for a 
potentially large influx of return-

ing migrants in the next few days.
US Border Patrol Chief Raul 

Ortiz told a news conference in 
Del Rio, Texas, that over the next 
week the government aims to 
“quickly” process 12,662 migrants 
from underneath the bridge that 
links Del Rio with Ciudad Acuña, 
Mexico. 

“There’s no safety in Haiti and 
there’s no work,” said Rolin Petit 
Homme, a 35-year old Haitian 
who had camped out under the 
bridge, but says he’ll now try to 
eke out a living in Mexico rather 
than go back home.

Later on Sunday, the first three 
flights arrived in Haiti carrying 
327 returned migrants, according 
to a US official. Upon arrival, some 
said they were never told where 
they were being taken. 

Migrants were continuing to 
cross the river over the week-
end despite heightened securi-
ty on the US side that included 
horse-mounted agents, one of 
whom charged his horse to block 
migrants and swung what looked 
like a lariat at a person trying to 
climb up the US embankment 
from the water.

Six killed in Russian university 
shooting, gunman in hospital

• Video shown on 
news websites showed 
panicked students 
leaping from first-floor 
windows to escape 
Perm State University

Reuters | Moscow

A student armed with a 
hunting rifle opened fire 

at a university in the Russian 
city of Perm yesterday, killing 
at least six people and wound-
ing many others, investigators 
said.

Video shown on news web-
sites showed panicked stu-
dents leaping from first-floor 
windows to escape Perm State 
University, around 1,300 km 
(800 miles) east of Moscow, 
landing heavily on the ground 
before running to safety.

“There were about 60 people 
in our classroom. We closed 
the door and barricaded it with 
chairs,” student Semyon Kar-
yakin told Reuters.

The gunman was wounded 
after resisting arrest, and was 
being treated in hospital, the 
Investigative Committee law 
enforcement agency said in a 
statement.

University spokesperson 
Natalia Pechishcheva earlier 
said the shooter had been “liq-
uidated” but later said he was 
in police custody. Footage from 

the scene showed his body ly-
ing on the ground outside the 
university building.

The Investigative Commit-
tee had initially said eight peo-
ple had been killed.

The gunman was identified 
as a student at the university 
who had obtained the hunting 
rifle in May, it said.

Local media identified the 
gunman as an 18-year-old stu-
dent who had earlier posted a 
photo of himself on social me-
dia, posing with a rifle, helmet 
and ammunition. That photo 
could not be independently 
verified.

“I’ve thought about this for 
a long time, it’s been years, and 
I realised the time had come 
to do what I dreamt of,” said 
a posting on a social media 
account attributed to him that 
was later taken down.

It indicated that his actions 
had nothing to do with politics 
or religion but were motivated 
by hatred.

A car of Russia’s National Guard is 
seen at the scene after a gunman 
opened fire at the Perm State 
University in Perm, Russia

UK’s Princess Beatrice gives 
birth to baby girl

Reuters | London

Britain’s Princess Beatrice, 
Queen Elizabeth’s grand-

daughter, has given birth to a 
baby girl, her first child with 
husband Edoardo Mapelli 
Mozzi, Buckingham Palace 
announced on Monday.

The baby, who weighed 6 
pounds and 2 ounces (2.78 kg), 
was born at London’s Chelsea 
and Westminster Hospital on 
Saturday.

Beatrice, the tenth-in-line 
to the throne and the eldest 
daughter of Prince Andrew 
and Sarah, Duchess of York, 

married property developer 
Mapelli Mozzi in July 2020.

“The new baby’s grandpar-
ents and great-grandparents 
have all been informed and 
are delighted with the news. 
The family would like to thank 
all the staff at the hospital for 
their wonderful care,” the 
statement said.

“Her Royal Highness and 
her child are both doing well, 
and the couple are looking 
forward to introducing their 
daughter to her big brother 
Christopher Woolf.”

T h e  b a b y  i s  t h e  1 2 t h 
great-grandchild for Britain’s 
95-year-old monarch.

Tennis - Wimbledon - All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club, London, 
Britain - July 8, 2021 Britain’s Princess Beatrice and her husband Edoardo 
Mapelli Mozzi in the royal box on centre court after Australia’s Ashleigh 
Barty won her semi final match against Germany’s Angelique Kerber

Thousands flee as volcano erupts on 
Spainish island, homes destroyed
• 5,000 people 
evacuated as lava 
flows toward coast

• Some 100 houses 
destroyed, no fatalities

• Island still open to 
tourism, minister says

Reuters | La Palma, Spain

The Canary Islands’ first vol-
canic eruption in 50 years 
has forced the evacuation 

of about 5,000 people, includ-
ing around 500 tourists, and de-
stroyed about 100 houses, officials 
said yesterday. 

The volcano erupted on Sunday, 
shooting lava hundreds of metres 
into the air, engulfing houses and 
forests, and sending molten rock 
towards the Atlantic Ocean over a 
sparsely populated area of La Pal-
ma, the most northwestern island 
in the Canaries archipelago.

No fatalities have been reported 
but the volcano was still active on 
Monday. A Reuters reporter saw 
heavy smoke coming from the 
volcano and houses burning.

Officials said they were hopeful 
they would not need to evacuate 
any more people.

Despite the destruction, Tour-
ism Minister Reyes Maroto told 
Canal Sur radio the eruption 

should be seen as an opportunity 
to entice visitors to the island.

“The island is open, if your ho-
tel is affected we will find you 
another one,” she said. “Make the 
most of this opportunity to enjoy 
what nature has brought us.”

Volcanologist Nemesio Perez 
said there were unlikely to be 
fatalities as long as no-one be-

haved recklessly. La Palma had 
been on high alert after thousands 
of tremors were reported over 
a week in Cumbre Vieja, which 
belongs to a chain of volcanoes 
that last had a major eruption in 
1971 and is one of the Canaries’ 
most active volcanic regions. One 
man was killed in 1971 as he took 
photographs near the lava flows. 

Lava flows behind houses following the eruption of a volcano in the Cumbre Vieja 
national park at Los Llanos de Aridane, on the Canary Island of La Palma

The volcano is a great 
show, says minister
Reuters 

The Canary Islands are safe to 
visit and a volcano eruption 

there is a “wonderful show”, 
Spanish Tourism Minister Rey-
es Maroto said yesterday, just 
hours after 5,000 people, includ-
ing hundreds of tourists, had to 
be evacuated.

The volcano - the archipel-
ago’s first eruption in 50 years 
- blew on Sunday, spouting lava 
hundreds of metres into the air, 
engulfing houses and sending 
molten rock towards the At-
lantic Ocean across a sparsely 
populated area of La Palma, the 
most northwestern island in the 
archipelago.

“The island is open,” Maroto 
told Canal Sur radio, calling the 
eruption “a wonderful show”.

“There are no restrictions 
on going to the island ... on the 

contrary, we’re passing on the 
information so tourists know 
they can travel to the island and 
enjoy something unusual, see it 
for themselves,” she said.

Maroto’s remarks drew im-
mediate criticism from Teodoro 
Garcia Egea, secretary general 
of the opposition People’s Party, 
who posted an article on Twitter 
quoting the minister and asked: 
“Can someone confirm the min-
ister said that while hundreds 
of people are losing everything 
they have?”

India to restart 
COVID vaccine 
exports to COVAX, 
neighbours

Reuters | New Delhi

India will resume ex-
ports of COVID-19 vac-

cines in the October quar-
ter, prioritising the global 
vaccine-sharing platform 
COVAX and neighbouring 
countries first as supplies 
rise, the health minister said 
on Monday.

India, the world’s biggest 
maker of vaccines, stopped 
exports of COVID shots in 
April to focus on inoculating 
its own population as infec-
tions exploded.

The country’s monthly 
vaccine output has since 
more than doubled and is 
set to quadruple to over 300 
million doses next month, 
minister Mansukh Man-
daviya said, adding that only 
excess supplies would be 
exported.

A ground staff walks past a 
container kept at the Cargo 
Terminal 2 of the Indira Gandhi 
International Airport, which 
according to the officials will 
be used as a COVID-19 vaccine 
handling and distribution center


