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Edirne Incident: Turkish army ousts Sultan 
Mustafa II, replacing him with his brother 
Ahmed III, reducing the power of the Sultan

American inventor Wil-
liam Seward Burroughs 

patents the adding 
machine

Mona Lisa is stolen from the Louvre by 
Vincenzo Peruggia and recovered in 1913

Hawaii becomes the 
50th state of the 

United States
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We have seen report-
ing which claims 

President @vonderleyen

 left the room tempo-
rarily during meetings 

with @POTUS and @
ZelenskyyUA in DC on 
Monday. These reports 
are completely false. The 
President participated in 
all meetings, at all times, 
with the other European 
leaders.

@vonderleyen

Congratulations to the 
people of Assam! The 

establishment of an IIM 
in the state will enhance 
education infrastructure 
and draw students as well 
as researchers from all 
over India.

@narendramodi

The @IntlCrimCourt 
continues to disre-

gard national sovereign-
ty and facilitate lawfare 
through efforts to inves-
tigate, arrest, detain, and 
prosecute American and 
Israeli nationals. In re-
sponse, I am sanctioning 
four additional ICC offi-
cials.

@SecRubio

The climate crisis is 
not just an environ-

mental emergency. It is 
a human rights catastro-
phe.We must confront 
and correct the deep in-
justices it has laid bare, 
by insisting on legal 
accountability, and de-
manding climate justice.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Iran “cannot completely 
cut cooperation” with the UN 
nuclear watchdog but the return of 
its inspectors is up to the country’s 
security chiefs, Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi said yesterday. The remarks 
come nearly two months after Iran 
suspended cooperation with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
following its 12-day war with Israel in June. 
Iran has cited the IAEA’s failure to condemn 
Israeli and US strikes on its nuclear facilities 
as the reason for its decision, which saw 
the watchdog’s inspectors leave the country 
following the passing of new legislation by 
parliament. “We cannot completely cut cooperation with the agency,” Araghchi 
said, noting that new fuel rods need to be installed at Iran’s Bushehr nuclear 
power plant in the coming weeks which will require the presence of IAEA 
inspectors.

u More than 20 people were killed yesterday in a torrential spell of 
monsoon rain in Pakistan, where downpours have 
swept away entire villages over the last week, leaving 
more than 400 dead. Eleven people died in the touristic 
northern region of Gilgit-Baltistan and 10 others in 
Karachi, the financial capital in the south, due to urban 
flooding that caused house collapses and electrocution, 
the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) 

said. Schools remained closed in the city of more than 20 million, as the 
meteorological department predicted more rain till Saturday. Amir Hyder Laghari, 
chief meteorologist of the Sindh province, blamed “weak infrastructure” for the 
flooding in big cities. Karachi’s crumbling pipes and sewer system struggled to 
cope with the downpours.

u The United States and other key players including the United Arab 
Emirates jointly called yesterday for Sudan’s warring 
sides to agree to pauses in fighting to allow in aid, 
voicing alarm at worsening hunger. The group in a 
statement said it was “appalled by the continuous 
deterioration of the humanitarian situation in Sudan, 
including the growing number of people in situations 
of severe malnutrition and famine, and by the wide 
range of access impediments that are delaying or 
blocking the response in key areas.” The group said 
that the situation was especially urgent in the North 
Darfur and Kordofan regions. The countries called for 
the two sides to “allow for humanitarian pauses to 
enable the movement of life-saving supplies into such 
areas, and ease barriers to civilian movement out of danger.” The group “urgently 
reiterates that international humanitarian law must be fully respected.”

Torrential 
Pakistan 
monsoon rains 
kill more than 20

US, UAE, others 
urge fighting 
pauses to stop 

Sudan famine

Iran says ‘cannot 
completely’ break 
with UN nuclear 

watchdog

 This aerial view shows a traditional boat stranded in a dried-up marsh in the drought-striken Chibayish marshes in Iraq’s southern Dhi Qar provinceA general view shows destroyed buildings in Gaza City

Palestinians rush for cover as smoke billows after an Israeli strike on a building in Jabalia in the northern Gaza Strip

Israel approves plan 
to conquer Gaza City

Combat would involve “a gradual precise and targeted operation”

• Authorised the 
call-up of around 
60,000 reservists

• Israel yesterday 
approved a major 
settlement project 

• Strikes and fire killed 
at least 25 people across 
the territory yesterday

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel’s defence minister ap-
proved a plan yesterday for 
the conquest of Gaza City and 

authorised the call-up of around 
60,000 reservists, piling pressure 
on Hamas as mediators push for 
a ceasefire.

Defence Minister Israel Katz’s 
move, confirmed to AFP by a 
spokesperson, came as media-
tors awaited an official Israeli 

response on their latest proposal.
While mediator Qatar had 

expressed guarded optimism 
over the latest proposal, a senior 
Israeli official said the govern-
ment stood firm on its call for 
the release of all hostages in any 
agreement.

The framework that Hamas 
had approved proposes an initial 
60-day truce, a staggered hostage 
release, the freeing of some Pal-
estinian prisoners and provisions 
allowing for the entry of aid into 
Gaza.

On the ground in Gaza City on 
Wednesday, Mustafa Qazzaat, 
head of the emergency commit-
tee in the Gaza municipality, 
described the situation as “cat-
astrophic”.

He told AFP that “large num-
bers” of people were fleeing 
their neighbourhoods, with the 
majority of those displaced “on 
the roads and streets without 
shelter.”

Israel ’s  security  cabinet 
chaired by Prime Minister Ben-

jamin Netanyahu approved the 
plan to conquer Gaza City in ear-
ly August, sparking fears it will 
worsen the already catastrophic 
humanitarian crisis in Gaza.

According to Israeli media 
reports, Netanyahu has not yet 
called a security cabinet meeting 
to discuss any response to the 
latest truce proposal.

‘Prolonged operation’
An Israeli military official told 

journalists on Wednesday that 
the new phase of combat would 
involve “a gradual precise and 
targeted operation in and around 
Gaza City,” including some areas 
where forces had not previously 
operated.

The official said the military 
had already begun operating in 
the neighbourhoods of Zeitoun 
and Jabalia as part of the initial 
stages.

Gaza’s civil defence agency 
said Israeli strikes and fire killed 
at least 25 people across the ter-
ritory on Wednesday.

When contacted by AFP, the 
Israeli military asked for coordi-
nates and specific timeframes to 
comment on the reports, but said 
it would look into reports of eight 
people killed by Israeli fire near 
an aid site in the centre of Gaza.

Media restrictions in Gaza and 
difficulties accessing swathes of 
the Palestinian territory mean 
AFP is unable to independently 
verify the tolls and details provid-
ed by the civil defence agency or 
the Israeli military.

In the West Bank, Israel on 
Wednesday approved a major 
settlement project in an area that 
the international community has 
warned threatens the viability of 
a future Palestinian state.

Israel has long had ambitions 
to build on the roughly 12 square 
kilometres (five square miles) 
known as E1 that lie just east of 
Jerusalem, but the plan had been 
stalled for years.

Population and 
settlements
Situated between Israel 

and Jordan, the West 
Bank covers 5,655 square 
kilometres (2,183 square 
miles).

Not counting Israeli-an-
nexed east Jerusalem, near-
ly three million Palestini-
ans live there, along with 
around 500,000 Israelis 
residing in settlements that 
are considered illegal under 
international law.

The anti-settlement NGO 
Peace Now counted 147 
settlements registered by 
the Israeli authorities in the 
West Bank as of the end of 
2024.

There are another 224 
outposts that were set up 
without official authori-
sation. These outposts are 
regularly evacuated and 
dismantled by the Israeli 
security services, though 
they are also often legalised 
retroactively.

A record 60 outposts 
were set up in the West 
Bank in 2024, almost twice 
as many as in 2023, accord-
ing to Peace Now, which 
links the trend to the far-
right presence in Israel's 
coalition government.

By comparison, between 
1996 and early 2023, fewer 
than seven outposts were 
set up on average each year.

Three areas
Under the Oslo Accords, 

signed in the 1990s by 
the Israelis and Palestini-
ans, the West Bank is divid-
ed into three areas.

Area A is run by the Pales-
tinian Authority, B is under 
mixed Israeli and Pales-
tinian jurisdiction, and C 
-- comprising 60 percent 
of the territory -- is totally 
under Israeli control.

The Israeli settlements 
and the Jordan Valley -- a 
swath of farmland account-
ing for nearly 30 percent of 
the West Bank, and home to 
some 10,000 settlers -- are 
mostly in area C.

They were at the centre 
of an annexation project 
that was officially put off in 
2020 by Israel under inter-
national pressure, though 
far-right members of the 
current government have 
revived calls to extend Is-
raeli sovereignty to the West 
Bank.

Economic 
difficulties
The effects of the Gaza 

war have taken an 
economic toll on the West 
Bank, according to a joint 
report from the European 
Union, the United Nations 
and the World Bank in Feb-
ruary.

Since October 7, 2023, 
Israel has limited Palestin-
ians’ access to its jobs mar-
ket. Only around 27,000 Pal-
estinians are now employed 
in Israel or in West Bank 
settlements, compared to 
177,000 before the war, ac-
cording to the report.

India proposes law to sack 
ministers facing criminal charges

• Indian Home 
Minister Amit Shah 
introduced the bill

AFP | New Delhi, India

India's government intro-
duced a bill yesterdasy to 
remove top politicians if 

they are arrested and detained 
for 30 days, which opponents 
called a "chilling" bid to crush 

constitutional safeguards.
Indian Home Minister 

Amit Shah, who intro-
duced the bill, said the 
government want-
ed the "value of 
ethics to in-
crease".

T h e 
b i l l 

would force 
p o l i t i c i a n s 
out of a min-
isterial post 

i f  t h e y 
were de-
tained for 
a month 

and accused 
of an offence 

that carries a jail 
term of five years 

or more.
India's Associa-

tion of Democrat-

ic Reforms, an organisation 
working on electoral reform, 
calculated that almost half of the 
543 elected national lawmak-
ers had criminal cases against  
them.

Of those 215 cases, 170 faced 
serious charges -- including 
rape, murder, attempt to mur-
der, and kidnapping.

"We cannot be so shame-
less that we face accusations 
and still remain in a consti-
tutional position," Shah told  
parliament.

Record number of mosquito-
borne disease outbreaks in 
Europe: health agency
AFP | Stockholm, Sweden

Europe has registered a re-
cord number of outbreaks 

of mosquito-borne illnesses 
such as chikungunya and West 
Nile virus this year, the EU 
health agency said Wednesday, 
saying climate change was con-
tributing to a “new normal”.
Europe is experiencing longer 
and more intense transmission 
seasons for mosquito-borne 
diseases, said the European 
Centre for Disease Prevention 
and Control (ECDC).

“This shift is driven by cli-
matic and environmental fac-
tors such as rising tempera-
tures, longer summer seasons, 
milder winters and changes in 
rainfall patterns -- conditions 
that combine to create a fa-
vourable environment for mos-
quitoes to thrive and transmit 
viruses,” it said in a statement.

Europe was entering a new 
phase where “longer, more 
widespread and more intense 
transmission of mos-
quito-borne diseas-

e s  i s becom-
ing the 

n e w 

normal”, said ECDC director 
Pamela Rendi-Wagner.

The mosquito that can 
spread chikungunya virus, 
Aedes albopictus, is now es-
tablished in 16 European coun-
tries and 369 regions, up from 
just 114 regions a decade ago, 
the ECDC said.

Europe has seen 27 chikun-
gunya outbreaks so far in 2025, 
a new record for the continent.

For the first time, a locally 
acquired case was reported 
in France’s Alsace region, “an 
exceptional occurrence at this 
latitude, highlighting the con-
tinued northward expansion 
of the transmission risk”, the 
agency said. As of August 13, 
eight European countries had 
reported 335 locally acquired 
human cases of West Nile vi-
rus infection and 19 deaths, 
with Italy being the country 
most affected by far, with 274 
infections.

“As the mosquito-borne dis-
ease landscape evolves, more 

people in Europe will be 
at risk in the future,” said 

Celine Gossner, Head of Sec-
tion for food-, water-, and 
vector-borne and zoonotic 
diseases at ECDC.

P r e v e n t i o n  w a s 
more important 

than ever, both 
through coor-
dinated public 
health action 

and personal protec-
tion measures, she said.

New Delhi  test-fires ballistic 
missile ahead of US tariff hike
New Delhi, India

India yesterday test-fired an 
intermediate-range ballis-

tic missile capable of carrying 
multiple nuclear warheads, a 
government statement said, in 
an apparent show of strength 
ahead of a threatened US tariff 
increase.

The Agni-5 missile was suc-
cessfully launched in India’s 

east-

ern Odisha state, with au-
thorities saying it “validated 
all operational and technical 
parameters.”

The test-fire came a week 
before US tariffs are set to dou-
ble from 25 percent to 50 per-
cent, unless In- dia meets 
P r e s i d e n t D o n a l d 

Trump’s 
d e m a n d 
that it stop 
b u y i n g 

Russian oil.
India last tested the Agni-5 

missile in March 2024.
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi said this month that, in 
the face of US tariffs, India was 
seeking self-reliance with en-
ergy independence and the de-
velopment of its own defence 
systems.

Agni, meaning “fire” in San-
skrit, is the name given to a se-
ries of rockets India developed 

as part of a guided missile 
development project 
launched in 1983.

The Agni-5 employs 
technology that 
enables it to car-
ry several nucle-
ar warheads, so 
they can split up 
and hit different 

targets.

US targets more 
ICC judges 
including over 
Israel
Washington, United States

The United States yester-
day imposed sanctions 

on four more Internation-
al Criminal Court judges 
or prosecutors, including 
from allies France and 
Canada, in a new effort to 
hobble the tribunal particu-
larly over actions against  
Israel.

"The Court is a national 
security threat that has been 
an instrument for lawfare 
against the United States 
and our close ally Israel," 
Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio said in a statement, 
using a term popular with 
President Donald Trump's 
supporters.

Rubio said that the four 
people targeted from the 
tribunal based in The Hague 
had sought to investigate or 
prosecute nationals from 
the United States or Israel 
"without the consent of ei-
ther nation."

Thirst


