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Herostratus sets fire to 
the Temple of Artemis in 
Ephesus, one of the Sev-
en Wonders of the World

Crete Earthquake followed by tsuna-
mi around the Eastern Mediterrane-

an allegedly destroys Alexandria

Apollo 11: Neil Armstrong becomes the 
first person to step on the Moon at 2:56:15 
AM (GMT)

Aswan High Dam opens 
in Egypt, enables human 

control of the flooding of 
the Nile

TOP 

4
TWEETS

04

03

01

Glad to be in #Japan 
to address the In-

ternational @Olympics 
Committee. I’ve come 
with a simple but urgent 
message: we can defeat 
#COVID19, but only if 
everyone plays their part. 
May these #Tokyo2020 
Olympics be a source of 
hope & unity to achieve 
#VaccinEquity & end the 
pandemic.

@DrTedros

This pandemic is far 
from over and that is 

why it is essential to keep 
up the system of Test, 
Trace & Isolate. We will 
protect crucial servic-
es by making sure that 
a very small number of 
fully vaccinated, critical 
workers can leave isola-
tion solely for work.

@BorisJohnson

Ei d  M u b a r a k !  M y 
warmest wishes to 

everyone celebrating. All 
of us can draw inspira-
tion from the values of 
solidarity, empathy and 
compassion that are cel-
ebrated during

@antonioguterres

On the auspicious oc-
casion of Ashadhi 

Ekadashi, my greetings 
to everyone. On this 
special day, we pray to 
Lord Vitthal to bless us 
with abundance of hap-
piness and good health. 
The Varkari movement 
represents the finest of 
our traditions and em-
phasises on harmony and 
equality.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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191,897,948

4,116,137

174,697,664

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+199,006

+3,499

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 283,762 16,452 224,299 43,011

Saudi 
Arabia

512,142 +1,273 8,103 +14 493,240 10,799

UAE 664,027 +1,541 1,904 +4 641,750 20,373

Kuwait 386,869 2,238 368,420 16,211

Oman 289,042 3,498 263,752 21,792

Qatar 224,402 599 222,257 1,546

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 35,018,753 624,983

2 India 31,181,493 414,657

3 Brazil 19,391,845 542,877

4 Russia 6,006,536 149,922

5 France 5,871,881 111,492

6 Turkey 5,537,386 50,604

7 UK 5,473,477 128,727

8 Argentina 4,769,142 101,955

9 Colombia 4,655,921 116,753 

10 Italy 4,289,528 127,874

11 Spain 4,161,850 81,119

12 Germany 3,753,835 91,921

13 Iran 3,576,148 87,624

14 Indonesia 2,950,058 76,200

G l o b a l  t a l l y

C O V I D - 1 : 9  C o u n t r i e s  w o r s t  a f f e c t e d

Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson sought to 
avoid a second lockdown last 
autumn, arguing that most 
of those dying were over 80, 
according to his former aide-
turned bitter foe Dominic 
Cummings. In a BBC interview 
airing on Tuesday, the mastermind of 
Johnson’s anti-EU Brexit campaign said his 
former boss “put his own political interests 
ahead of people’s lives”. In the latest of 
a series of attacks on the government 
following his resignation as chief Downing 
Street advisor in November, Cummings 
shared WhatsApp messages apparently from 
Johnson. In one message shown by Cummings to the BBC, the prime minister 
allegedly wrote in October that most people were dying from the virus at an age 
above the average life expectancy.

u Two armed 
men, including one 
who wielded a knife, 
attacked Mali’s interim 
president Assimi Goita 
yesterday in the great 

mosque in the capital Bamako, a journalist saw. The attack took place during 
prayers for the Islamic festival of Eid al-Adha. Goita has since been taken from the 
scene, according to the journalist, who said it was not immediately clear whether 
he had been wounded. Religious Affairs Minister Mamadou Kone told AFP that a 
man had “tried to kill the president with a knife” but was apprehended.

u A 
confidante 
of deposed 
Myanmar 
leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi 
and stalwart democracy campaigner died 
Tuesday after becoming infected with Covid-19 in prison, authorities said. Nyan 
Win, a veteran senior member and former spokesperson of the National League 
for Democracy (NLD) party -- led by Suu Kyi -- was 78. He had 
been arrested after the February 1 coup removed the NLD 
from power and was held in Yangon’s notorious Insein prison 
on charges of sedition.

u A man in China has 
died after contracting 
a rare infectious disease 
from primates, known as 
the Monkey B virus, Chinese 
health officials revealed in a report Saturday. 
The victim, a 53-year-old veterinarian based in Beijing, was the first documented 
human case of the virus in China. According to the Chinese Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention, the man worked in a research institute that specialized 
in nonhuman primate breeding and dissected two dead monkeys in March. He 
experienced nausea, vomiting and fever a month later, and died May 27. His blood 
and saliva samples were sent to the center in April, where researchers found 
evidence of the Monkey B virus. Two of his close contacts, a male doctor and a 
female nurse, tested negative for the virus, officials said.

Stabbing 
attempt on 
Mali interim 
president

Confidante 
of Myanmar’s 
Suu Kyi dies after 
contracting Covid 

in junta jail

China 
reports its 
first death 
of a human 
from rare 
Monkey B 

virus

UK PM 
resisted 2nd 
lockdown as 
‘most dying over 

80’: ex-aide

With an established correlate, 
drugmakers could test blood 

samples from a smaller number 
of trial participants who receive 
an experimental vaccine to see 

whether they produced that 
benchmark level of protective 

antibodies.

KNOW
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Reuters | Jamarat, 
Saudi Arabia

Re s t r i c t i o n s 
aimed at curb-
ing the spread 

of COVID-19 during 
the Hajj in Saudi Ara-

bia have also reduced the 
risk of the deadly crowd 

crushes that have marred 
the pilgrimage’s symbolic 

stoning of the devil in past 
years, worshippers said yes-

terday. 
Before the pandemic, the annu-

al Hajj rite typically drew more 
than two million faithful from 

around the world, with crowding 
regularly leading to dangerous 
incidents, most recently a 2015 
stampede that killed hundreds.

But only a limited number of 
mask-clad pilgrims hurled peb-
bles at a wall in a symbolic renun-
ciation of the devil - historically 
the Hajj’s riskiest ceremony - dur-
ing Tuesday’s Eid al-Adha (Feast 
of Sacrifice).

For the second year running 
Saudi Arabia has banned wor-
shippers from abroad and has 
allowed only 60,000 citizens and 
residents to participate in the 
Hajj.

“In the past it was overly 

crowded and people were jos-
tling and scrambling at Jamarat 
and some were hurt,” said Mo-
hammed Salehi, a Syrian living in 
Saudi Arabia, referring to the site 
of the stoning ceremony.

“Now the place is very spa-
cious.”

Some pilgrims shaved their 
heads after casting stones.

In a speech marking Eid al-
Adha, King Salman lauded meas-
ures taken by the kingdom to en-
sure a safe Hajj “in the shadow of 
this pandemic” including deploy-
ing technology to allow physical 
distancing.

With the coronavirus the main 

concern, authorities have re-
stricted access to pilgrims aged 18 
to 65, who have either been fully 
vaccinated or have recovered for 
the virus and do not suffer from 
chronic diseases.

This year, face-masked pilgrims 
clad in white robes signifying a 
state of purity walked in small 
groups, each at their own pace 
and socially distanced.
“They had pre-packed 
stones for us,” said Paki-
stani pilgrim Urooj Qasmi. 
“I’m not scared. Everything 
is very clean and well or-
ganised.”

W o r -
shippers will 
return to Ja-
marat over the next 
two days before continu-
ing onto Mecca to pray at the 
Grand Mosque at the end of Hajj, 
a once-in-a-lifetime duty for 
every able-bodied Muslim who 
can afford it.

Pilgrims stone the devil with ‘pre-packed’ pebbles  

A pilgrim casts 
stones at a pillar 
symbolizing Satan 
during the annual 
Haj pilgrimage

 pilgrims hold stones 
before casting 
them at a pillar 
symbolizing Satan

Suicide attack in Iraq’s 
Sadr City kills at least 35, 
wounds dozens

Reuters | Baghdad

A suicide bomber killed at least 35 people and wounded doz-
ens in a crowded market in the Sadr City neighbourhood 

of Baghdad on Monday, the eve of the Eid al-Adha festival, 
security and hospital sources said.

More than 60 people were wounded, a police source said.
Islamic State claimed responsibility for the attack, the 

group’s Nasheer news agency said on Telegram. It said one 
of its militants blew up his explosive vest among the crowds.

Hospital sources said the death toll could rise as some of the 
wounded were in critical condition.

Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi held an urgent meeting 
with top security commanders to discuss the attack, the pre-
mier’s office said in a brief statement.

President Barham Salih posted a tweet saying: “With an 
awful crime they target civilians in Sadr city on the eve of Eid 
... We will not rest before terrorism is cut off by its roots.”

In April, the Sunni Muslim militant group Islamic State 
claimed responsibility for a car bomb attack on a market in 
Sadr City, Baghdad’s main Shi’ite Muslim neighbourhood, that 
killed four people and wounded 20.

Islamic State also claimed responsibility for a bomb attack 
last January that killed more than 30 in the crowded Tayaran 
Square market in central Baghdad - Iraq’s first big suicide 
bombing for three years.

Large bomb attacks were once an almost daily occurrence 
in the Iraqi capital but have dwindled since an Islamic State 
invasion of northern and western Iraq was defeated in 2017.

Iraqi security forces inspect the site of an explosion in Sadr City district of 
Baghdad, Iraq

Subway passengers trapped 
waist-high in floodwaters as 
Chinese river banks burst

Reuters | Beijing

Heavy rain pounded the central 
Chinese province of Henan 

yesterday, bursting the banks of 
major rivers, flooding the streets 
of a dozen cities and trapping 
subway passengers waist-high in 
floodwaters.

Henan, a populous province 
double the size of Austria, has 
been hit by storms since the week-
end in an unusually active rainy 
season.

No deaths or casualties have 
been reported, but the daily lives 
of the province’s 94 million people 
have been upended by transport 
closures.

In Zhengzhou, the capital of 
Henan on the banks of the Yel-
low River, more than 200 mm of 
rain fell in one hour on Tuesday, 
forcing the city to stop all subway 
train services.

Dramatic video shared on social 
media showed commuters waist-
deep in murky floodwaters on a 
subway train and an underground 
station turned into a large, churn-
ing pool.

Henan is a major logistics hub 

but train services were suspended, 
while many highways were closed 
and flights delayed or cancelled.

In Ruzhou, a city southwest 
of Zhengzhou, streets have been 
turned into torrents, sweep-
ing away cars and other ve-
hicles, footage on social media  
showed.

A rising Yi River also threatened 
to hit the Longmen Grottoes, a 
UNESCO World Heritage site fea-
turing millennium-old Buddhist 
statues etched into limestone cliffs 
near the city of Luoyang.

Like the Longmen Grottoes, the 
Shaolin Temple in Dengfeng city, 
famous in the West for its martial 
arts, has been temporarily shut.

Also in Dengfeng, an aluminium 
alloy plant exploded on Tuesday 
as water from a river surged into 
the factory.

At least 31 large and medi-
um-sized reservoirs in the prov-
ince have exceeded their warning 
levels.

From Saturday to Tuesday, 3,535 
weather stations in Henan saw 
rainfall exceed 50 mm, of which 
1,614 registered levels above 100 
mm and 151 above 250 mm.

A resident wearing a rain cover stands on a flooded road in Zhengzhou, Henan 
province, China

Global quest underway to 
speed COVID-19 vaccine 
trials

Reuters | Chicago

Scientists are working on a 
benchmark for COVID-19 

vaccine efficacy that would 
allow drugmakers to conduct 
smaller, speedier human tri-
als to get them to market and 
address a huge global vaccine 
shortage.

Researchers are trying to de-
termine just what level of COV-
ID-19 antibodies a vaccine must 
produce to provide protection 
against the illness. Regulators 
already use such benchmarks 
- known as correlates of pro-
tection - to evaluate flu vac-
cines without requiring large, 
lengthy clinical trials.

“You could use it to predict 
efficacy from a vaccine, which 
will be more important as we 
are less able to conduct pla-
cebo-controlled trials,” said 
Stanley Plotkin, inventor of the 
Rubella vaccine and an expert 
on correlates of protection.

“The information is flow-
ing in,” he said. “By the end of 
this year, I think there will be 
enough data to convince every-
one.”An established bench-
mark for COVID-19 would al-
low drugmakers to conduct 

vaccine trials in just a few 
thousand people, about one-
tenth the size of the studies 
conducted to gain authoriza-
tion for currently widely-used 
coronavirus shots, researchers 
and drugmakers told Reuters.

Researchers at Oxford Uni-
versity late last month pro-
posed a potential correlate 
of protection based on anti-
bodies found in people who 
had received the AstraZeneca 
vaccine. The work awaits peer 
reviewed by other scientists.

Vials labelled “Moderna, Johnson & Johnson, Pfizer-BioNTech coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19) vaccine” are seen in this illustration picture

‘We lost’: Some US veterans say 
blood spilled in Afghan was wasted
Reuters | Gardem Grove, Cali-
fornia

Jason Lilley was a special 
operations forces Marine 

Raider who fought in multiple 
battles in Iraq and Afghanistan 
during America’s longest war.

As Lilley, 41, reflects on Pres-
ident Joe Biden’s decision to 
end America’s military mission 
in Afghanistan on Aug. 31, he 
expresses love for his country, 
but disgust at its politicians and 
dismay at the blood and money 
squandered. Comrades were 
killed and maimed in wars he 
says were unwinnable, making 
him rethink his country and 
his life.

“A hundred percent we lost 
the war,” Lilley said. “The 
whole point was to get rid of the 
Taliban and we didn’t do that. 
The Taliban will take over.”

Biden says that the Afghan 
people must decide their own 
future and that America should 
not have to sacrifice another 
generation in an unwinnable 
war.

Al Qaeda’s 9/11 attacks on 
America triggered a nearly 20-
year conflict that led to more 
than 3,500 U.S. and allied mili-
tary deaths, the deaths of more 
than 47,000 Afghan civilians, 
the killing of at least 66,000 
Afghan troops, and over 2.7 mil-
lion Afghans fleeing the county, 
according to the nonpartisan 
Costs of War project at Brown 
University.

“Was it worth it? It’s a big ass 
question,” said Lilley, who was 
on the front lines of America’s 
Global War on Terror in Iraq 
and Afghanistan for almost 16 
years.

He said he deployed believing 
troops were there to defeat the 
enemy, stimulate the econo-
my and uplift Afghanistan as a 
whole. They failed, he said.

“I don’t think one life was 
worth it on both sides,” Lilley 
said as he described his service 
and his perspective in an in-
terview at his home in Garden 
Grove, southeast of Los Ange-
les.

Lilley is not alone in reflect-
ing on the U.S. withdrawal after 
nearly 20 years of war. Many 
Americans are. The perspec-
tives of Lilley and other veter-
ans can help inform the country 
about the costs of entering war 
and the lessons to be learned 
from Afghanistan.

Lilley’s opinions are his own 
and some veterans differ, just as 
Americans generally have dif-
ferent estimations about a war 
that improved women’s rights 
and led in 2011 to U.S. Navy 
SEALS killing al Qaeda leader 
Osama bin Laden in Pakistan.

Lilley and other Marines who 
served in Afghanistan and who 
spoke to Reuters compared it 
with the conflict in Vietnam. 
They say both wars had no clear 
objective, multiple US presi-
dents in charge, and a fierce and 
non-uniformed enemy.

A U.S special forces veteran Jason Lilley is shown during his deployment in 
Farah, Afghanistan in 2009.


