
Zverev battles into Halle 
semis, joined by Medvedev

AFP | Halle

Home favourite Alexan-
der Zverev shrugged off 

a mystery illness at Halle yes-
terday to battle past Italian 
Fabio Cobolli and progress to 
the last four of the Wimbledon 
warm-up.

The German second seed 
felled Cobolli 6-4, 7-6 (8/6) 
and will next face Daniil 
Medvedev, after the Russian 
third seed beat American Alex 
Michelsen 6-4, 6-3 in his quar-
ter-final.

In a rematch of a third-
round meeting at Roland Gar-
ros three weeks ago, Zverev 
again produced an impressive 
serving performance.

He crucially rallied from 
0-40 down in the second and 
fourth games of first set.

A finalist in Stuttgart last 
week Zvervev will be hoping 
to go one better on the grass 
of Halle after being a losing 
finalist at the tournament in 
2016 and 2017.

It wasn’t all plain sailing as 
he had to take an unscheduled 
break at 1-1 and deuce in the 
first set.

“I felt fine before the match, 
and then out of nowhere I felt 
really, really bad and felt ill,” 
recounted Zverev.

“I went to throw up, and 
then 15 minutes later I felt 
okay again. So I don’t know 
what it was. I’ve never experi-
enced that before, to be honest. 
Hopefully I will be fine the 
next couple of hours, when the 
adrenalin settles. After that, 
I think it was a pretty good 
match.”
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I went to throw up, 
and then 15 minutes 

later I felt okay again. 
So I don’t know what 

it was. I’ve never 
experienced that 

before, to be honest. 
Hopefully I will be 

fine the next couple 
of hours, when the 

adrenalin settles. After 
that, I think it was a 
pretty good match
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Alexander Zverev in action

Australia drop struggling Labuschagne for first West Indies Test
AFP | Sydney

Australia yesterday dropped 
Marnus Labuschagne for 

the opening match of their 
three-Test tour of the West In-
dies after a poor run of form 
while Steve Smith is out injured.

Teenager Sam Konstas and 
Josh Inglis come into the start-
ing XI for the opening match in 
Barbados starting on Wednes-
day.

Labuschagne opened the bat-
ting in the World Test Champi-
onship final loss to South Africa 
last week but managed scores of 

only 17 and 22 on a challenging 
Lord’s pitch.

His last hundred for Aus-
tralia in Test matches was in 
July 2023, against England at 
Manchester. Since then, Labus-
chagne has averaged 24.7 with 
the bat, in 16 matches.

“Marnus at his best can be a 
really important member of this 
team,” chair of selectors George 
Bailey said.

“He understands his output 
hasn’t been at the level we, or 
he, expects. We will continue 
working with him on the areas 

of his game we feel he needs 
to rediscover. We continue to 
value his skill and expect him 
to work through the challenge 
positively.”

Smith injured his finger while 
fielding in the slips at Lord’s. 
He left the field and did not re-
turn, watching South Africa’s 
winning run chase from the pa-
vilion.

“Steve needs more time for 
the wound to heal so we’ll give 
him another week’s rest and as-
sess his functionality after that,” 
Bailey said.Marnus Labuschagne in action

Ton-up Jaiswal makes England toil 
in first Test as India take control
AFP | London

India’s  Yashasvi  Jaiswal 
marked his first Test innings 

in England with a superb centu-
ry and captain Shubman Gill hit 
an unbeaten fifty as the tourists 
took control of the series opener 
at Headingley yesterday.

India dominated the bulk of 
the morning’s play after being 
sent into bat, only to lose two 
wickets in quick succession as 
they ended the session on 92-2.

By tea on the first day of the 
opening Test in a five-match 
series, India were firmly back in 
control on 215-2, with 23-year-
old opener Jaiswal 100 not out.

Gill, in his first innings as 
skipper since succeeding the 
retired Rohit Sharma, was also 
in fine form on 58 not out.

The pair had so far shared an 
unbroken partnership of 123 
in 25.2 overs, with India going 
through the second session 

without losing a wicket.
England captain Ben Stokes’ 

decision to bowl, which may 
have been influenced by the fact 
the last six Tests at Headingley 

have all been won by the team 
batting second, meant England 
did not have to face India’s star 
paceman Jasprit Bumrah at the 
start of the match.

It also gave England a chance 
to strike an early blow against an 
India top order without experi-
enced batsmen Rohit and Virat 
Kohli after the pair retired from 
Test cricket within days of each 
other last month.

Yashasvi Jaiswal plays a shot

Bangladesh edge ahead in Galle Test
Bangladesh lead Sri Lanka by 187 runs with seven wickets in hand after day four

• Bangladesh finish 
day four at 177-3

• Shadman Islam 
scored 76

• Sri Lanka 
dismissed for 485

AFP | Galle

Bangladesh edged ahead 
of Sri Lanka on day four 
of the first Test in Galle 

yesterday, extending their lead 
to 187 runs with seven wickets 
in hand.

The visitors finished at 177-3 
after a strong partnership of 68 
between opener Shadman Is-
lam and skipper Najmul Hossain 
Shanto.

All-rounder Milan Rathnay-
ake dismissed Shadman for 76 
but veteran campaigner Mush-
fiqur Rahim, fresh off a first-in-
nings century, joined his captain 
to steady the innings.

The duo built an unbroken 49-
run partnership for the fourth 

wicket to put their side in the 
driver’s seat heading into the 
final day.

Bangladesh off-spinner Nay-

eem Hasan earlier took five 
wickets to halt Sri Lanka’s 
first-innings charge, with the 
visitors dismissed for 485 after 

lunch to trail by 10 runs.
Nayeem was well supported 

by Hasan Mahmud, who fin-
ished with 3-74.

Sri Lanka looked set for a use-
ful lead after the first session, 
reaching 465-6 with Kamindu 
Mendis and Rathnayake stitch-
ing together a gritty 84-run 
stand for the seventh wicket.

However, Sri Lanka then sur-
rendered the momentum with 
a lower-order collapse, losing 
their last four wickets for 15 
runs.

Rathnayake had shown com-
mendable defiance for his 39 but 
was undone by an inside edge 
onto the stumps off Mahmud.

Kamindu followed in the next 
over with Sri Lanka’s score un-
changed, falling to Nayeem’s 
off-spin as the ball kicked off 
the surface and caught the 
left-hander by surprise.

His composed 87 included 
eight fours and a six but he fell 
with a third hundred against 
Bangladesh within sight.

Nayeem said he “really en-
joyed” Kamindu’s wicket.

“Very happy with that ball that 
got him,” he said.

Nayeem also removed debu-
tant Tharindu Rathnayake for 
a duck with another sharp off-
break that went through the gate 

as Sri Lanka lost three wickets 
for just one run in 10 deliveries.

He then bowled Asitha Fer-
nando (4) to close out Sri Lanka’s 
innings.

The last Test draw at the Galle 
cricket ground was between the 
same two sides in 2013.

“I think the game is open for 
both sides,” Kamindu said.

“If we are able to get three 
wickets early, then we are up for 
a challenge.”

Bangladesh’s Shadman Islam (L) watches the ball after playing a shot

Nayeem Hasan trig-
gered Sri Lanka’s 

collapse with three 
wickets in 10 balls, in-
cluding Kamindu Men-
dis who fell 13 short of 
what would have been 
his third Test century 
against Bangladesh

KNOW WHAT

Jaiswal became only 
the third Indian 

opener to score a 
century on Test debut 

in England, joining 
the elite company of 

Sunil Gavaskar and KL 
Rahul
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