
Israeli army chief warns of ‘prolonged campaign’ in Iran
AFP | Jerusalem

Israel’s military chief Eyal 
Zamir warned yesterday that 

his country should be “ready for 
a prolonged campaign” against 
Iran, as the longtime foes ex-
changed fire for the eighth day.

“We have embarked on the 
most complex campaign in our 
history to remove a threat of 
such magnitude, against such 
an enemy. We must be ready for 
a prolonged campaign,” Zam-
ir said in a video statement to 
Israelis.

Israel  launched attacks 
against Iran last Friday which 
have combined targeted as-
sassinations of key military 
personnel with strikes on 
Iran’s nuclear and missile  
facilities.

Zamir said the Israeli mili-
tary had prepared for “years” 
for the campaign against Iran, 
even while Israeli troops contin-
ue their devastating campaign 
against the Palestinian militant 
group Hamas in Gaza.

The Iranian “operation was 
made possible thanks to the 
convergence of operational and 

strategic conditions, some of 
which were temporary,” Zamir 
said, adding that “history would 
not forgive us if we failed to 

act now” against an “existential 
threat” to Israel.

Analysts say Iran was severely 
weakened by Israeli strikes on 

allied militant groups Hamas 
in Gaza and Hezbollah in Leb-
anon since 2023, while Israel 
damaged Tehran’s air defences 

in tit-for-tat exchanges between 
the countries last year.

Zamir hailed “extraordinary 
results” from fighter jet pilots 
flying missions “at the greatest 
range and intensity in the (air) 
force’s history”.

He also said that Israelis 
needed to brace for more dif-
ficulties, as the country comes 
under daily attack from Iranian 
ballistic missiles.

“Although we have made sig-
nificant achievements, difficult 
days still lie ahead. We must 
remain alert and united until 
the mission is complete,” he  
added.

Iranian foreign minister says Israel 
attack ‘betrayal’ of diplomacy with US
AFP | Geneva

Iran’s foreign minister yester-
day condemned the Israeli at-

tacks against the Islamic republic 
as a “betrayal” of diplomatic ef-
forts with the US, saying Tehran 
and Washington had been due to 
craft a “promising agreement” on 
the Iranian nuclear programme.

“We were attacked in the midst 
of an ongoing diplomatic pro-
cess,” Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi told the UN Human 
Rights Council in Geneva ahead 
of a crunch meeting with Euro-
pean foreign ministers.

Araghchi, making his first trip 
abroad since the strikes began, 
denounced Israel’s attack as an 
“outrageous act of aggression”.

US Special Envoy Steve Witkoff 
had planned to meet Araghchi in 
Oman on June 15 but the meeting 
was cancelled after Israel began 
the strikes days before.

“We were supposed to meet 
with the Americans on 15 June 

to craft a very promising agree-
ment for peaceful resolution of 
the issues fabricated over our 
peaceful nuclear programme,” 
said Araghchi.

“It was a betrayal of diploma-
cy and unprecedented blow to 

the foundations of international 
law,” he said.

Israel began its campaign 
yesterday saying the opera-
tion was aimed at halting Teh-
ran from obtaining an atomic 
bomb, an ambition Iran denies  

having.
Araghchi described the attacks 

by Israel as an “unjust war im-
posed on my people” that had 
killed “hundreds”.

Pointing to the risk of radiation 
after strikes on atomic plants, he 
said: “Attacks on nuclear facili-
ties are grave war crimes.”

UK MPs vote in favour of 
assisted dying bill in historic step

AFP | London

Britain’s parliament took a 
historic step towards al-

lowing euthanasia yesterday 
when MPs backed contentious 
legislation that would intro-
duce assisted dying for termi-
nally ill people.

Lawmakers in the lower 
House of Commons chamber 
voted 314 in favour to 291 to 
send the proposal to the up-
per House of Lords for further 
scrutiny following four hours 
of emotional debate.

The outcome sparked cel-
ebrations among supporters 
gathered outside parliament 
who say legalised euthanasia 
will give people with an incur-
able illness dignity and choice 
at the end of their lives.

But opponents attending a 
neighbouring counter-protest 
said they feared vulnerable 
people could be coerced into 
dying and urged lawmakers to 
focus on improving palliative 
care instead.

The Terminally Ill Adults 
(End of Life) Bill would al-
low assisted suicide in Eng-
land and Wales for adults who 

have been given less than six 
months to live.

They would have to be able 
to administer the life-end-
ing substance themselves, 
and any patient’s wish to die 
would have to be signed off 
by two doctors and a panel of  
experts.

A change in the law would 
see Britain emulate several 
other countries in Europe and 
elsewhere that allow some 
form of assisted dying, includ-
ing Belgium and the Nether-
lands.

Labour MP Kim Leadbeat-
er, who proposed the legisla-
tion, told yesterday’s so-called 
third reading debate that a law 
change would “offer a compas-
sionate and safe choice” for 
terminally ill people.

She said maintaining the 
status quo would mean more 
“heartbreaking stories” of 
“pain and trauma, suicide at-
tempts, PTSD, lonely trips to 
Switzerland, (and) police in-
vestigations”.

But Vicky Foxcroft, also of 
Labour, said the proposal did 
not include adequate safe-
guards for disabled people.

CHEERFULNESS IS THE BEST 
PROMOTER OF HEALTH AND IS AS 
FRIENDLY TO THE MIND AS TO THE 
BODY
JOSEPH ADDISON
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On #WorldRefugeeD-
ay, we recognize the 

millions of people forced 
to flee war, persecution & 
disaster. Becoming a refu-
gee is never a choice. But 
how we respond is. Let’s 
choose solidarity. Let’s 
choose courage. Let ’s 
choose humanity.

@antonioguterres

No one chooses to be 
a refugee. In Chad, 

I met Sudanese families 
fleeing unimaginable vio-
lence — and communities 
that welcomed them with 
grace. This #WorldRefu-
geeDay, solidarity means 
standing with refugees — 
and with those who open 
their doors and hearts.

@AminaJMohammed

Clean energy, digital 
connectivity & AI. 

Railway, roads & agricul-
ture. We are bringing Eu-
ropean private capital and 
know-how. Our “Scaling 
up Renewables in Afri-
ca” campaign is picking 
up speed in Rome today. 
Because a strong African 
economy benefits us all.

@vonderleyen

The act of vandalism 
committed at RAF 

Brize Norton is disgrace-
ful. Our Armed Forces 
represent the very best of 
Britain and put their lives 
on the line for us every 
day. It is our responsibil-
ity to support those who 
defend us.

@Keir_Starmer

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u One of South 
Korea’s largest 
megachurches said 

yesterday its YouTube worship service 
was briefly hacked during a live broadcast 
to display the North Korean flag, with a 
government agency saying it was checking 
the details. The incident occurred early 
Wednesday morning, when the livestream 
of the service by the Onnuri Church was 

abruptly filled with the North Korean flag, accompanied by what appeared to be 
Pyongyang’s propaganda music. The flag was displayed for about 20 seconds, a 
church official told AFP, adding that the incident had been reported to the police.

 u American R&B singer 
Chris Brown yesterday 
pleaded not guilty in a UK 
court to a charge stemming from an 
alleged London nightclub brawl in 2023. 
Brown, 36, in a navy blue three-piece suit 
and tie and wearing glasses, stood in the 
dock as the charge was put to him, replying: 
“Not guilty, ma’am.” The singer, who is on £5 
million ($6.7 million) bail, made no comment 
as he arrived earlier to find a large group of 
photographers gathered outside the central London court.

 u The Philippine Navy seized 
an illegal drug shipment worth 
10 billion pesos ($175 million) 

yesterday in one of the country’s biggest 
narcotics hauls on record, officials 
said. A pair of naval gunboats intercepted 
a fishing vessel carrying 1.5 tonnes of 
methamphetamine hydrochloride off the 
coast of main island Luzon just before 
dawn, Commodore Edward de Sagon told 
a press conference. Four people, including 
one foreigner, were arrested in the joint 

operation with the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency, according to de Sagon..

N. Korea flag disrupts S. Korea 
church livestream in ‘hacking incident’

Philippine Navy seizes 
$175 million meth haul at sea

US singer Chris Brown pleads 
not guilty in UK assault case

Campaigners for a change in the law on assisted dying celebrate outside The 
Palace of Westminster

1788 1854 1948 1990
US Constitution comes 
into effect when New 
Hampshire is the 9th 
state to ratify it

First Victoria Cross won 
during the bombardment of 
Bomarsund in the Aland Islands 
during the Crimean War

Lord Mountbatten resigns 
as Governor General of 
India (formerly the last 
Viceroy)

7.7 Manjil-Rudbar Earthquake 
with hundreds of aftershocks 
hits Iran; killing about 50,000

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

US steps up sanctions as 
Mideast attacks flare

United States issues new sanctions targeting Iran’s defense industry and Huthi rebels

• Sanctions target 
defense industry 
machinery

• Aim to disrupt missile, 
drone programs

AFP | Washington

The United States issued 
new Iran-related sanc-
tions yesterday, taking 

aim at the procurement of ma-
chinery for the country’s defense 
industry at a time when war is 
flaring in the Middle East.

The US Treasury Department 
said it was targeting an indi-
vidual and eight entities over 
their roles in the sourcing and 
transshipment of “sensitive 
machinery for Iran’s defence  
industry.”

“The United States remains 
resolved to disrupt any effort by 
Iran to procure the sensitive, du-
al-use technology, components, 
and machinery that underpin 
the regime’s ballistic missile, un-
manned aerial vehicle, and asym-
metric weapons programs,” said 
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent 
in a statement.

He added that  Treasury 
would continue to target Iran’s 
ability to make and proliferate 
such weapons, “which threat-
en regional stability and global  
security.”

The action comes as conflict 
is heating up in the Middle East. 
Iran has been firing daily missile 
salvos at Israel for the past week, 
since a wide-ranging Israeli at-

tack on the Islamic Republic’s 
nuclear installations and military 
bases triggered war.

The Treasury’s latest targets 
included Iranian firm Towse 
Sanaye Nim Resanaye Tarashe 
and Hong Kong-based Unico 
Shipping Co, whose vessel was 
carrying machinery for a desig-
nated company.

In a separate statement, the 
Treasury Department said it 
imposed sanctions directed at 
Yemen’s Iran-backed Huthi 
rebels as well -- on four indi-
viduals, 12 entities and two ves-
sels that imported oil and other 
illicit goods in support of the  
group.

“The Houthis rely on a series 
of front companies and trusted 
facilitators to clandestinely gen-
erate revenue, procure weapons 
components, and advance their 
reign of terror in partnership 
with the Iranian regime,” said 
US Deputy Treasury Secretary 
Michael Faulkender.

He said the latest move was the 
department’s “most significant to 
date against the group.”

In a separate statement, State 
Department spokesperson Tam-
my Bruce added that Washington 
seeks to deprive the Huthis of 
“resources they need to carry out 
their reckless and destabilizing 
actions.”

Iran missiles injure 19 in Haifa
Israeli hospital reports 19 wounded as Iran continues daily missile salvos

• Iranian missiles 
hit port city

• Al-Jarina 
mosque struck

• Israel accuses 
Iran of war crimes

AFP | Jerusalem

Missiles fired from Iran 
yesterday left at least 
19 people injured in the 

northern Israeli port of Haifa, a 
local hospital said, on the second 
week of war between the arch 
foes.

Iran has been firing daily mis-
sile salvos at Israel for the past 
week, since a wide-ranging Is-
raeli attack on the Islamic Re-
public’s nuclear installations and 
military bases triggered war.

At least one projectile ap-
peared to evade Israel’s air de-
fences, slamming into an area 
by the docks of Haifa where it 
damaged a building and blew 
out windows, littering the near-

by ground with rubble, images 
showed.

A spokesman for the city’s 
Rambam hospital said 19 people 
had been injured, with one in a 
serious condition.

Earlier, Israel’s Magen David 
Adom rescue service reported 
two people had been injured by 
falling shrapnel after the attack 
but did not specify the location.

Israeli President Isaac Herzog 
said in a statement that Haifa’s 
Al-Jarina mosque “was struck 
by an Iranian missile, injuring 
Muslim clerics and worshippers 
at prayer”.

Foreign Minister Gideon Saar 
later shared a similar message 
on social media, adding that 
“the Iranian regime is targeting 
Muslim, Christian and Jewish 
civilians, as well as civilian sites. 
These are war crimes.”

A military official said that “ap-
proximately 20 missiles were 
launched towards Israel” in the 
latest Iranian salvo.

Around 20 minutes after the 
air raid sirens were activated, 
the army released a statement 
saying people were allowed to 
leave bomb shelters.

Earlier yesterday, sirens rang 

out in parts of the country fol-
lowing another Iranian missile 
launch.

Footages showed police oper-
ating in the southern Israeli city 
of Beersheba, alongside emer-
gency response teams and bomb 
disposal expert.

Security forces there inspect-
ed a crater near residential 
buildings, where the wreckage 
of charred cars lay below the 
mangled metal of destroyed bal-
conies.

The Soroka Hospital in the city 
was struck on Thursday, injuring 
40 people.

Israel, saying Iran was on the 
verge of developing nuclear 
weapons, launched a massive 
wave of strikes on June 13, trig-
gering an immediate retaliation 
from Tehran. Residential areas 
in both countries have suffered, 
while Israel and Iran have traded 
accusations of targeting civilians.

At least 25 people have been 
killed in Israel by Iranian missile 
strikes, according to authorities.

Iran said on Sunday that Is-
raeli strikes had killed at least 
224 people, including military 
commanders, nuclear scientists 
and civilians.

We have embarked 
on the most complex 

campaign in our history 
to remove a threat of 

such magnitude, against 
such an enemy. We must 
be ready for a prolonged 

campaign
EYAL ZAMIR

An Iranian missile 
struck Haifa’s Al-Jarina 

mosque, reportedly 
injuring Muslim clerics 

and worshippers 
at prayer, leading 

Israel to condemn the 
targeting of civilian 

sites as war crimes

KNOW WHAT

Israeli first responders enter a building that was hit by an Iranian strike in Haifa 
Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu visits the site of the Weizmann Institute of Science, which was hit by an Iranian 
missile barrage, in the central city of Rehovot

Heavily damaged building of the Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) after it was hit a few days earlier in an 
Israeli strike, in Tehran

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi addressing the 59th session of the UN 
Human Rights Council in Geneva 

We were supposed 
to meet with the 

Americans on 15 June to 
craft a very promising 

agreement for peaceful 
resolution of the 

issues fabricated over 
our peaceful nuclear 
programme. It was a 

betrayal of diplomacy 
and unprecedented blow 

to the foundations of 
international law

ABBAS ARAGHCHI

The new US sanctions 
specifically targeted 

Hong Kong-based Unico 
Shipping Co., whose 

vessel was found 
carrying sensitive 

machinery intended for 
Iran’s defense industry

KNOW WHAT


