
Bangladesh T20 tour to Pakistan 
confirmed after India ceasefire

AFP | Karachi

Pakistan has confirmed that 
Bangladesh will go ahead 

with a Twenty20 tour after it 
was put in jeopardy following 
cross-border conflict with In-
dia earlier this month.

Bangladesh were scheduled 
to play five T20 internationals 
from May 25, but will instead 
play three matches from a date 
yet to be confirmed.

Earlier this month India 
and Pakistan clashed for four 
days -- their worst conflict in 
decades -- before a ceasefire 
agreement.

Pakistan was also forced 

to reschedule its Twenty20 
league -- the Pakistan Super 
League (PSL) -- after a ten-day 
break.

The Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) said negotiations with 
their Bangladesh counterparts 
were successful, after some 
touring players had raised se-
curity concerns.

“PCB chairman Mohsin Naq-
vi... convinced them of full 
security and the series now 
comprises three T20Is instead 
of five,” a board press release 
said.

All three T20Is will be 
played in Lahore, likely after 
the PSL final on May 25.

Bangladesh’s Mehidy Hasan Miraz (2R) celebrates after the dismissal of the 
Zimbabwe’s Wessly Madhevere (L) 
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Bahrain gears up for Saudi showdown
National team begins crucial training camp ahead of pivotal World Cup qualifier against Gulf rivals

• Bahrain begins 
domestic camp on 28 
May in Bahrain Bay

• Match set for 
June 5 at Bahrain 
National Stadium

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s national team will 
begin a domestic training 
camp on 28 May ahead of 

their decisive 2026 FIFA World 
Cup qualifier against Saudi Ara-
bia on 5 June at Bahrain National 
Stadium.

The five-night camp will be 
held at the Wyndham Hotel in 
Bahrain Bay, providing head 
coach Dragan Talajic and his 
players a final opportunity to 
prepare for a match that could 
prove pivotal in Group C of the 
AFC Third Round Qualifiers.

Speaking to TDT, Bahrain 
midfielder Mehdi Humaidan re-
mained upbeat about the team’s 
qualification chances: “The 
group is still wide open, and in 
football, anything can happen. 
We’ve shown what we’re capa-
ble of — beating Saudi on our 
way to the Gulf Cup title gave 
us real belief. Now it’s about car-
rying that momentum into this 
decisive stage.”

Tight Group, High Stakes
Japan lead the six-team group, 

already qualified with 20 un-
beaten points and an impressive 
+22 goal difference. Australia 
hold second with 13 points, fol-
lowed by Saudi Arabia in third 

with 10. Bahrain sit fifth with six 
points from six matches, just be-
hind Indonesia in fourth, while 
China remain bottom with six 
points.

Only the top two sides in the 
group will secure automatic 
qualification for the 2026 tour-
nament in the United States, 
Canada and Mexico. Third and 
fourth-placed teams will enter 

additional play-off rounds.
Victory in Riffa would move 

Bahrain closer to their Gulf 
neighbours and keep hopes of 
qualifying for their first-ever 
World Cup alive.

Mixed Form for Both Sides
Bahrain opened their third-

round campaign with a shock 1-0 
win over Australia in September 

but have struggled for consisten-
cy since, managing just two 5 in 
8 matches.

The rest of Bahrain’s qualify-
ing campaign has been a roller-
coaster. The 0-0 draw away to 
Saudi Arabia on October 15 was 
followed by a narrow 1-0 home 
defeat to China on November 
14. Just days later, they fought 
to a highly entertaining 2-2 draw 

against Australia on November 
19. The new year brought tough-
er challenges, including a 2-0 
loss away to group leaders Ja-
pan on March 20. Most notably, 
on March 25, Bahrain suffered 
a 1-0 defeat to Indonesia — a 
fixture charged with extra ten-
sion given the bitter rivalry and 
fiery exchanges between Bah-
raini and Indonesian fans in the  
qualifiers.

Saudi Arabia, under the guid-
ance of former Morocco and Ivo-
ry Coast coach Hervé Renard, 
have shown inconsistent form 
this campaign. In the qualifiers, 
the Saudis have managed just 
two wins from eight matches, 
alongside two losses and four 
draws. Despite this patchy re-
cord, they currently sit in a 
promising third place in the 
group, which secures them a 
spot in the playoff round.

A Historic Rivalry
The upcoming fixture reig-

nites a fierce Gulf rivalry be-
tween Bahrain and Saudi Arabia. 

Bahrain famously ended Saudi 
Arabia’s 2010 World Cup hopes 
with a dramatic 2-2 draw in Ri-
yadh, advancing on away goals. 
They also secured a memorable 
1-0 win over the Green Falcons 
in the 2019 Gulf Cup final to 
claim their first major region-
al title. More recently, Bahrain 
continued their dominance by 
defeating Saudi Arabia en route 
to lifting the Gulf Cup again at 
the start of 2025.

Despite these memorable mo-
ments, Bahrain have generally 
struggled against their more dec-
orated neighbours. Saudi Arabia, 
who impressed at the last World 
Cup in Qatar, famously defeated 
the eventual champions, Argen-
tina, in the group stage—a match 
that will be remembered for its 
stunning upset.

What’s Next
Following the match against 

Saudi Arabia, Bahrain will face 
China away in their last qualifi-
ers on June 10.

A home win on 5 June could 
reignite Bahrain’s campaign — 
and rekindle memories of past 
upsets.

The group is still wide 
open, and in football, 
anything can happen. 

We’ve shown what we’re 
capable of — beating 
Saudi on our way to 

the Gulf Cup title gave 
us real belief. Now it’s 

about carrying that 
momentum into this 

decisive stage
MEHDI HUMAIDAN

Mehdi Humaidan on the move during Bahrain’s goalless draw against Saudi Arabia in Jeddah
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Bahrain ended Sau-
di’s 2010 World Cup 
dreams with away 

goals

KNOW WHAT

Leicester charged over alleged financial breaches
AFP | London

Relegated Premier League 
club Leicester have been 

charged with alleged financial 
breaches during their Cham-
pionship campaign in 2023-24.

The Foxes are accused of 
breaking Football League fi-
nancial rules, with the case 
referred to an independent 
commission by the Premier  
League.

Leicester, who will be back 
in the Championship next term 
following their relegation from 
the top-flight this season, could 
be handed a points deduction if 
they are found guilty.

A Premier League spokesman 
said: “Following an Arbitration 
Tribunal’s decision concern-
ing jurisdiction, Leicester City 
FC has now been referred to 
an independent Commission 
for alleged breaches of the EFL 
Championship Profit and Sus-

tainability Rules for Season 
2023/24, and the club’s obliga-
tion to provide full, complete 
and prompt assistance to the 
Premier League in response to 
the League’s enquiries.”

The Football League added 

in a statement: “The EFL com-
menced an investigation into 
this reporting period following 
the March 2024 submissions 
and as is permitted in accord-
ance with EFL Regulations, ju-
risdiction for that passed to the 

Premier League at the conclu-
sion of the 2023/24 season on 
the Club’s promotion.

“We will now await the out-
come of the Premier League 
proceedings.”

Leicester success-
fully argued against 

Premier League juris-
diction for 2022/23 

charges while in 
Championship - but 

now face new allega-
tions covering their 
promotion-winning 

season

KNOW WHAT

Fans arrive at the stadium ahead of a match at Leicester City’s King Power 
Stadium (file photo)

England bowler Cook to make Test debut against Zimbabwe
AFP | London

Sam Cook will make his Eng-
land debut in this week’s 

Test against Zimbabwe, while 
fellow fast bowler Josh Tongue 
features for the first time in two  

years.
Cook’s place in the England 

team at Trent Bridge on Thurs-
day is a reward for a sustained 
spell as one of county cricket’s 
most consistent wicket-takers 
with Essex.

The 27-year-old’s 227 County 
Championship wickets are the 
most by any seamer over the last 
five years.

Cook’s 321 first-class wickets 
have come at an average of only 
19.85.


