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When they were 
brought here they 

were terrified 
by the sounds of 

aircraft, especially 
helicopters and for 

more than a year 
they would hide in 

a room inside their 
pens each time they 

heard planes go by 
KHALED AYASRA, A CARETAKER AL 

MA’WA FOR NATURE AND WILDLIFE 
SANCTUARY

Animals find haven in Jordan
• Most were rescued 
from Syria, where 
the conflict has 
raged since 2011

• Only one animal -- a 
bear called Lula -- was 
evacuated from Iraq.

Jerash, Jordan 

For more than a year after 
being moved to a Jorda-
nian wildlife reserve from 

war-hit Syria, two bears, Loz and 
Sukkar, would cower whenever 
planes flew by,  traumatised by 
past bombardments.

They are among dozens of an-
imals  that have been rescued 
from regional war zones, includ-
ing the Israeli-blockaded Gaza 
Strip, and brought to Jordan’s Al 
Ma’wa For Nature and Wildlife.

The sanctuary located in Jer-
ash province north of Amman 
was set up by the Princess Alia 
Foundation, named after the 
king’s sister, in cooperation with 
the international animal welfare 
organisation Four Paws.  

Sukkar (sugar in Arabic) and 
Loz (almond) are Asian black 
bears, now aged nine, who were 
trapped by war in the Magic 

World Zoo outside Syria’s sec-
ond city, Aleppo, before being 
rescued in the summer of 2017.

“When they were brought 
here they were terrified by the 
sounds of aircraft, especially 
helicopters and for more than a 
year they would hide in a room 
inside their pens each time they 
heard planes go by,” said caretak-
er Khaled Ayasra.

The black bears are among 
26 animals -- eight lions, 12 li-
onesses, two Bengal tigers and 
four bears -- who live in the 
sprawling 1.4-square-kilometre 
sanctuary in a wooded moun-

tainous region. Most were res-
cued from Syria, where the con-
flict has raged since 2011, as well 
as the conflict-riddled Gaza Strip 
where Israel has fought three 
wars since 2008 with the ter-
ritory’s Islamist rulers, Hamas. 

Only one animal -- a bear called 
Lula -- was evacuated from Iraq.

Martin Bauer, spokesman for 
the Vienna-based Four Paws, 
said most of the animals were 
in poor physical and psycho-
logical condition before being 
rescued and “often sensitive to 
loud noises”.

“They are usually emaciated, 
their teeth are in bad condition 

and... also suffer from psycho-
logical trauma,” he told AFP.

‘Aromatherapy’
Before they reach the sanctu-

ary, the animals are taken to the 
New Hope Centre, a veterinary 
clinic linked to the Jerash re-
serve, where they are provided 
with medical care and undergo 
rehabilitation.

Some are then sent back to 
their country of origin, while 
others are released into the wild 
or brought to the sanctuary to 
start a new life.

“In our sanctuaries the ani-
mals have the chance to recover 

from the hardships of their past 
and very often their natural in-
stincts come back after a while,” 
said Bauer.

He said proper food and med-
ical care is “extremely vital” for 
their well-being, but the  ani-
malsmust also be able to trust 
their carers and regain self-con-
fidence. Loz and Sukkar have 
made huge strides since coming 
to Jordan.

“They are happier and love 
to play and meet visitors,” said 
Ayasra.

Workers at the sanctuary use 
all sorts of means to help the an-
imals recuperate after years of 
hardship.

They are given a balanced diet, 
toys such as balls to play with 
and even an aromatherapy type 
of treatment -- natural herbs and 
spices placed in pails inside their 
pens -- to help them relax.

Bears eat 16 kilos (35 pounds) 
worth of fruit and vegetables 
daily, while the lions are given 
seven to 15 kilos of meat three 
times a week.

Sultan, the lion, and Sabreen, 
a lioness, are among the  ani-
mals who found a new lease on 
life at the Ma’wa, after their res-
cue by Four Paws in 2014 from a 
Gaza zoo following Israeli bom-
bardment.

At first, “Sultan was very, very 
nervous and would destroy 

everything he found inside his 
enclosure,” said Ayasra. “But 
now he has calmed down and 
likes to greet visitors.”

‘Natural habitat’
Al Ma’wa CEO Marek Trela, a 

Polish veterinary surgeon, said 
the sanctuary aims to “give a 
better life to animals who have 
suffered in different ways”.

The wildlife reserve “is very 
similar to their natural habitat” 
and helps them to thrive as they 
return to an uncrowded, natural 
environment, he said.

“If they like to see people they 
can... if they don’t want to they 
hide in the forest and they live 
their own life. That is what we 
are trying to give them after the 
hard time they had,” said Trela.

“The most important thing is 
to let them live their own life... 
to live the way they like,” said 
Trela, a former vice president 
of the World Arabian Horse Or-
ganization.

Although it is not a zoo, vis-
itors can tour the reserve and 
spend some time with the ani-
mals for an entrance fee of five 
dinars (around $7).

Over the past five years, Four 
Paws has rescued nearly 100 an-
imals from Gaza, Syria and Iraq, 
including 43 who were brought 
out of the Palestinian territory 
in April.

Marek Trela, a Polish veterinary 
surgeon and CEO of Al Ma’wa For 
Nature and Wildlife sanctuary

Animal in an enclosure on April 10, 2019, at the sanctuary in Jerash, some 50 kilometres north of the Jordanian capital
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Turkey orders 
arrest of 249 
foreign ministry 
staff
Istanbul, Turkey

Turkish authorities yes-
terday ordered the ar-

rest of 249 past and present 
foreign ministry personnel 
suspected of ties to the 
group blamed for a failed 
2016 coup, the prosecutor’s 
office said. 

At least 78 have already 
been detained, the office in 
the capital Ankara said. 

The latest crackdown is 
part of a probe in 42 cities 
into alleged irregularities 
in the foreign ministry en-
trance exam in favour of 
members of a movement 
led by US-based Muslim 
preacher Fethullah Gulen. 

The suspects joined the 
foreign ministry between 
2010 and 2013, according to 
the prosecutor’s office.

12 suspected 
jihadists killed 
in Egypt raids: 
ministry
Cairo, Egypt 

Twelve suspected jihad-
ists were killed Monday 

in police raids near Cairo, 
Egypt’s interior ministry 
said, a day after a bomb blast 
injured 17 people including 
tourists near the Giza pyr-
amids.

Security forces “carried 
out a raid against an apart-
ment in the 6th of October 
district used for making 
explosive devices... These 
forces were shot at and re-
sponded, which left seven 
dead among the group,” 
which has ties to the Mus-
lim Brotherhood, the minis-
try said in a statement.

In another such raid in 
Cairo’s Al-Shorouk neigh-
bourhood against the mili-
tant Hasm group, an armed 
affiliate of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, the ministry 
said five suspected jihadists 
were killed in an exchange 
of fire.

Weapons and ammuni-
tion were seized in the two 
apartments, the interior 
ministry said.

Beijing denounces 
US warship sail-by 
in South China Sea
Beijing, China 

China on Monday de-
nounced a US warship 

sail-by near disputed is-
lands in the South China 
Sea as a violation of its  
sovereignty.

The People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA) organised air 
and naval forces to warn 
the USS Preble to leave, said 
a PLA spokesman, after it 
entered waters near Chi-
na-claimed Scarborough 
Shoal on Monday morning.

“The relevant actions 
from the US side endanger 
the safety of both Chinese 
and American ships and 
personnel, and undermine 
China’s sovereignty and 
safety,” said Li Huamin, 
spokesman of the PLA’s 
Southern Theatre Com-
mand.

Sinking feeling
Philippine cities facing ‘slow-motion disaster’

Manila, Philippines

When Mary Ann San 
Jose moved to Sitio 
Pariahan more than 

two decades ago, she could walk 
to the local chapel. Today, reach-
ing it requires a swim. 

The main culprit is cata-
strophic subsidence caused by 
groundwater being pumped out 
from below, often via unregu-
lated wells for homes, factories, 
and farms catering to a booming 
population and growing econ-
omy.

The steady sinking of coastal 
towns and islets like Pariahan 
in the northern Philippines has 
caused Manila Bay’s brackish 
water to pour inland and dis-
place thousands, posing a great-
er threat than rising sea levels 
due to climate change.  

“It was so beautiful here be-
fore... Children were playing 
in the streets,” San Jose said, 
adding: “Now we always need 
to use a boat.”

Most of the former residents 
have scattered to other parts 
of the region. Just a handful of 
families remain in Pariahan, 
which had its own elementary 
school, a basketball court and a 
chapel before the water flowed 
in. 

These days just the flooded 
chapel, a cluster of shacks on 
bamboo stilts where San Jose 
lives with her family, and a 
few homes on a bump of land 
remain. The children that live 
there commute 20 minutes by 
boat to a school inland and most 
of the residents eke out a living 
by fishing.  

The provinces of Pampanga 
and Bulacan -- where Pariahan 
is located -- have sunk between 
four and six centimetres (1.5-2.4 
inches) annually since 2003, ac-
cording to satellite monitoring.

“It’s really a disaster that 
is already happening... It’s a 
slow-onset disaster,” explained 
Narod Eco, who is part of a 
group of scientists tracking the 
problem.

Threat to lives
By comparison, the UN es-

timates average sea level rise 
globally is about three millime-
tres per year.

The creeping bay waters put 
people and property at risk, 

while the threat is amplified by 
high-tides and flooding brought 
by the roughly 20 storms that 
pound the archipelago every 
year.

Some areas have raised roads 
in an effort to keep up with the 
sinking, creating odd scenes 
where the street surface is at the 
height of door knobs on roadside 
buildings.

At least 5,000 people have 
been forced out of the most-
ly rural coastal areas north of 
Manila in recent decades as the 
bay water has moved further 
inland, regional disaster officials  
said.

The sinking is very likely per-
manent because the ground in 
the hardest hit areas is mostly 
clay, which sticks together after 
the water is pulled out.

The fate of towns such as Pa-
riahan provides a preview of the 
problems that may await some 
of the capital’s 13 million people.

Sections of Manila along the 
shore of the bay are sinking too, 
with excess groundwater pump-
ing being the most likely cause, 
Eco, the researcher, told AFP. 
The subsidence there though is 
at a slower rate than the north-
ern coastal communities, po-
tentially due to less pumping or 
differences in the soil, he added.

A moratorium on new wells in 
the greater Manila area has been 
in place since 2004. But enforc-
ing that ban as well as shuttering 
existing illegal wells, falls to the 
National Water Resource Board 

and its roughly 100 staffers who 
are responsible for policing the 
whole country.  

“We have insufficient man-
power resources,” the board’s 
director Sevillo David said. “It’s 

a very big challenge for us, but 
I think we are doing the best 
we can.” 

Things will get worse
The demand for water has 

soared as Manila’s population 
has nearly doubled since 1985, 
and the size of the nation’s econ-
omy has expanded roughly ten-
fold over the same period.

This explosive growth has 
created a ravenous demand for 
water, especially in the agricul-
ture and manufacturing indus-
tries to the north of the capital.

“The sinking is a very serious 
threat to people, their liveli-
hoods and cultures,” said Joseph 
Estadilla, a spokesman for alli-
ance seeking to protect Manila 
Bay coastal communities. 

“This is only going to get 
worse in the near future,” he 
insisted.

Manila and its surroundings 
are among several major cities, 
especially in Asia, under threat 
as the land collapses beneath 
them, though the causes for this 
vary. 

Cities such as Jakarta -- which 
is sinking 25 centimetres (0.8 
feet) each year -- Bangkok and 
Shanghai risk being inundat-
ed within decades as a mixture 
of poor planning, more violent 
storms and higher tides wreak 
havoc.

In Jakarta, a city of 10 million 
people that sits on a confluence 
of 13 rivers, half the population 
lacks access to piped water, so 
many dig illegal wells to extract 
groundwater.

Yet in Pariahan the residents 
who remain are doing what they 
can to stay in a place they call 
home.

The chapel in Sitio Pariahan, Bulacan, located amid encroaching bay waters

A woman carrying a baby though floodwaters in Mabalacat, Pampanga

Residents using an artesian well pump in Sitio Pariahan, Bulacan

An abandoned structure amid encroaching bay waters in Sitio Pariahan, Bulacan


