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During my four 
years of tenure 
here, I have had the 
privileged to enjoy 
immense support 
from the embassy, 
the Bahraini 
government, and 
individuals as well. I 
would like to thank 
Ambassador Alok 
Kumar Sinha for his 
sincere efforts
OM PRAKASH

INDIAN EMBASSY SECOND SECRETARY 
(COMMERCE)

KCA, in association with International Quizzing Association, Q Factory and STEP, will hold a World Quiz Championship on 1st June 2019 from 1.30pm to 6 pm at KCA 
VKL Auditorium. Sevi Mathunni, President KCA, Abraham John, Varghese Karakkal, Varghese Joseph, General Secretary-KCA, and Aneesh Nirmalan, IQA and Step 
Academy were present  at the press meet

Bahrain, India bilateral trade, investment soar
• Bilateral trade 
between Bahrain and 
India is estimated to 
have jumped 40 per cent

TDT | Manama

Mohammed Zafran

Investment and trade be-
tween India and Bahrain 
have sky-rocketed in the past 

few years, a top Indian embassy 
official has said. 

According to the outgoing 
Second Secretary (Commerce) 
Om Prakash, the bilateral trade 
between Bahrain and India is 
estimated to have jumped 40 per 
cent in about a year. 

Om Prakash has been reas-
signed by the Indian government 
to the Embassy Cairo, Egypt and 
is set to leave Bahrain today. 

On the substantial jump wit-
nessed in Bahrain-India bilateral 
trade, Om Prakash said, “Such 
dramatic increases are also ev-
ident in bilateral investments, 
which is encouraging.” 

Thanks to constant support 
from all sides, “Trade between 
India and Bahrain is increasing 
constantly and substantially,” 

Om Prakash told Tribune.  
In the period from April 2018 

to February 2019, the increase 
in bilateral trade between In-
dia and Bahrain was 40pc. 
The increase, according to Om 
Prakash,  in the year-ago period 
was 35pc. “The year before that 
had also recorded a significant 
increase,” he said adding: The 
current increase was mainly due 
to an increase in the trade of 

engineering items.” 
“Four years ago this was not 

the case,” Om Prakash said. 
“Such items were not traded 
much.”

Since March 2015, the flow of 
investment from Bahrain to In-
dia has more than tripled, while 
that from India to Bahrain has 
zoomed to around 1.7 billion US 
dollars. 

“As per the Ministry of In-

dustry, Commerce and Tourism, 
India is one of the top investors 
in Bahrain,” he said adding: “In-
dians comprise of the largest 
number of foreign investors in 
the country.”

The outgoing Second Secre-
tary also pointed out that in re-
cent years participation in busi-

ness meets by both sides has 
“improved substantially.”

When asked about his expe-
rience in Bahrain, Om Prakash 
said, “During my four years of 
tenure here, I have had the priv-
ileged to enjoy immense support 
from the embassy, the Bahraini 
government, and individuals as 

well.”  “I would like to thank 
Ambassador Alok Kumar Sinha 
for his sincere efforts. 

“All credit for the improve-
ments goes to him.

“He has made sure to give his 
full support to every single per-
son at the embassy as well as to 
the public,” Om Prakash said.

Indian Embassy, Bahrain

World Quiz Championship
TDT | Manama 

The International Quizzing 
Association (IQA) is intro-

ducing the World Quiz Champi-
onship (WQC) 2019 for the first 
time in Bahrain. 

The event will be held in as-
sociation with Q Factory, Kerala 
Catholic Association (KCA) and 
S.T.E.P. Academy. 

WQC 2019 will be conducted 
at the VKL Auditorium, Kerala 
Catholic Association (KCA) on 1 
June 2019 from 1.30 pm to 6.00 
pm. 

The last date of registration 
is 28th May and for registration 
contact +97336939596. Registra-
tion fee is BD3. 

There is no age or qualifica-
tion bounds set to take part in 
any of the events. 

The same set of questions 
will be given to the participants 
across all the venues in the 
world. 

In Kerala, World Quiz Cham-
pionship is conducted under the 
guidance of district collectors. 

The participants get a chance 
to directly represent the country 
in an official World Champion-
ship, by completing the test. 

“It is truly a matter of our 
pride to represent Bahrain on 
this world map of World Quiz 
Championships,” said Aneesh 
Nirmalan, Proctor of World Quiz 
Championship 2019. 

Sevi Mathunni, President of 
KCA, said that it’s a pride mo-
ment to host this event along 
with the KCA’s 50th-anniversary 
celebrations.

Court upholds 
twin brothers’ 
prison terms 
TDT | Manama 

The Supreme Court of Ap-
peal yesterday upheld the 

sentences awarded to Bahraini 
twin brothers for peddling 
Hashish. 

The brothers were each giv-
en jail terms of 15 years and a 
fine of BD5,000.  

The suspects were nabbed 
by the police following a tip-
off.

Police also secured a search 
warrant from the public pros-
ecution, as several previous 
attempts to catch the suspects 
went awry as the undercover 
agents failed to convince the 
duo to sell them drugs. 

“When we arrived, one of 
the twins (the second defend-
ant) tried to flee after serious 
resistance. 

“He had a piece of hashish 
with him. 

“Three pieces of hashish 
each weighing three kilo-
grammes were found from his 
car,” One of the police officers 
who took part in the raid told 
prosecutors.

Police officers also retrieved 
BD14,980 in cash from the sus-
pect’s room. 

When we asked about the 
hashish, he said, “My brother 
stored them in my car.”

Regarding the money found 
from his room, he said, “I 
didn’t know it was there,” the 
police officer told the court. 

Investigators later found 
the suspect as having another 
apartment, in which his wife 
was staying. 

More than BD41,000 in cash 
was found from there during a 
search operation. 

The suspects claimed the 
money was from their prawn 
business.

Death sentence upheld for cop killer 
TDT | Manama 

The Court of Cassation yes-
terday upheld a capital con-

viction issued for a cop-killer. 
The Court dismissed the 

man’s appeal, which was also his 
second and final allowed against 
the verdict, as he exhausted 
another previously.  The High 
Court of Appeals rejected his 
first appeal. 

The man was found guilty of 
killing an on-duty policeman in 
Diraz on 18 June 2017 using an 
Improvised Explosive Device 
(IED).

The accused was among a 
group of four who targeted a 
police patrol vehicle stationed 
at the entrance of the village. 

Policeman, Abdulsamad Ab-
dulla, was killed in the explo-
sion, which also left two others 
with life-threatening injuries. 

Three partners of the death 
row convict were sentenced to 
life-in-prison by the High Crim-
inal Court. 

Suspects were fined BD1,000 
each. The Court also ordered 
them to pay  BD2,301 for dam-
aging police vehicle. 

The Court also stripped their 
Bahraini citizenships.

The suspects were nabbed a 
month after the blast. 

Investigators found that the 
accused were functioning under 
the direction of the wanted indi-
vidual currently a refuge in Iran. 

The masterminds in Iran 
were also convicted of sever-
al terror-related crimes in the 
Kingdom.

The attack caused the death of on-duty 
policeman Abdulsamad Abdullah

A picture of the police patrol vehicle which was targeted by the defendants
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KNOW WHAT

Hundreds protest strict 
Alabama abortion law
• Alabama passed a 
law that prohibits all 
abortions -- even in 
cases of incest and rape

• Trump described 
himself as “strongly 
Pro-Life, with the three 
exceptions - Rape, 
Incest and protecting 
the Life of the mother.” 

Montgomery, United States

Around 400 people took to 
the streets in the capital 
city of the southern US 

state of Alabama on Sunday to 
rally against the nation’s most 
restrictive bans on abortions in 
decades.

Women’s reproductive rights 
defenders gathered in Mont-
gomery, as well as in Birming-
ham, Anniston and Huntsville 
where hundreds more were 
estimated to have joined in de-
nouncing the “Alabama Human 
Life Protection Act,” or HB314, 
which virtually outlaws termi-
nations of pregnancy.

Protesters in Montgomery 
held up signs reading “her body, 
her choice” and “we are not ova-
ry-acting.” There we no coun-
ter-demonstrators.

Several other women were 
dressed as characters forced to 
bear children in the dystopian 
novel and television series “The 
Handmaid’s Tale.” 

One of them, who gave her 
name only as Amanda, accused 

Alabama’s legislators of “trying 
to imprison women and doc-
tors.”

“Wearing the ‘Handmaid’s 
Tale’ outfit is sending a message 
that you’re trying to turn us into 
slaves, reproductive slaves,” the 
40-year-old-lawyer told AFP.

“They’re trying to fill pris-
ons, more private prisons so 
that women will do hard labor 
after they get convicted of these 
‘crimes’ of abortion.”

Last week, Alabama passed a 
law that prohibits all abortions 
-- even in cases of incest and 
rape -- unless there is a risk of 
death for the mother.

“Our call center’s been get-
ting hundreds and hundreds of 
phone calls from concerned citi-
zens asking us what this means,” 
said Barbara Ann Luttrell, direc-
tor of communications and mar-
keting for Planned Parenthood 

Southeast.
Planned Parenthood is not 

currently providing abortion 
services in Alabama. “We’ll be 
having abortion services up and 
running again as soon as possi-
ble,” she said.

The Alabama law is likely to 
be blocked in state courts before 
its November launch date but 
Republican Governor Kay Ivey 
acknowledged when she signed 
it that it was part of as a wider 
Republican offensive to get the 
issue relitigated on the national 
stage. 

 Republican offensive
Conservative activists hope 

to get a Supreme Court deci-
sion against the landmark 1973 
ruling Roe v Wade that said un-
duly restrictive state regulation 
of abortion is unconstitutional.

Conservatives are counting on 

support at the highest court in 
the land, where liberal justices 
are in a minority after the arrival 
of two conservative members 
appointed by President Donald 
Trump.

Trump appeared to suggest 
Alabama lawmakers had gone 
too far in a series of tweets late 
Saturday in which he described 
himself as “strongly Pro-Life, 
with the three exceptions - 
Rape, Incest and protecting the 
Life of the mother.” 

He urged the anti-abortion 
side to “stick together and Win 
for Life” when it comes to vot-
ing in 2020. 

Pro-Choice protester holds a sign reading “We will not go back” before the 
March For Reproductive Freedom rally in Montgomery, Alabama,

Kentucky and Mis-
sissippi have banned 
abortions as soon as 
a fetus’s heartbeat is 
detectable, or around 

the sixth week of 
pregnancy. Similar 
measures are being 
adopted in Georgia, 
Ohio, Missouri and 

Tennessee. 

US ambassador 
visits Tibet
Beijing, China

The US ambassador to 
China is making the 

first trip to Tibet by an 
American envoy in four 
years after obtaining rare 
access to the restricted re-
gion, his embassy said yes-
terday. 

The visit by Ambassador 
Terry Branstad comes two 
months after the US State 
Department said Beijing 
had “systematically” imped-
ed access to Tibetan areas 
for US diplomats, journalists 
and tourists.

Branstad was scheduled 
to visit Qinghai province 
and the neighbouring Tibet 
Autonomous Region from 
Sunday until this Saturday, 
an embassy spokesperson 
said in an email. 

Prison riot in Tajikistan 
leaves 32 dead

Dushanbe, Tajikistan

A riot at a prison in Tajik-
istan has left 32 people 

dead, including 24 members 
of the Islamic State militant 
group and three guards, au-
thorities said yesterday. 

Five of the inmates and the 
three guards were killed by IS 
prisoners during the riot that 
erupted on Sunday evening, 
the justice ministry said in a 
statement. The prison in Vakh-
dat, 17 kilometres (11 miles) 
east of the capital Dushanbe, 
holds 1,500 inmates.

It said the prisoners first 
stabbed to death three guards, 

and then five other inmates 
“in order to intimidate” the 
others.

They then took other prison-
ers hostage before opening fire 
on the jail’s medical facilities.

“Following a reprisal opera-
tion, 24 members of this group 
were killed and 25 others ar-
rested. The hostages were 
freed” and calm restored to 
the prison, the statement said.  

Among the leaders of the 
riot, the Tajik authorities 
identified the 20-year-old son 
of the former head of Tajik 
special forces who became a 
member of the IS leadership 
in Syria, where he was killed 
in September 2017.

Representative picture

Indonesian court 
sentences French 
drug smuggler to 
death

Mataram, Indonesia

An Indonesian court 
yesterday sentenced 

Frenchman Felix Dorfin to 
death for drug smuggling, 
in a surprise verdict after 
prosecutors asked for a 20-
year jail term.

Dorfin, 35, was arrest-
ed in September carrying 
the suitcase filled with 
about three kilograms (6.6 
pounds) including ecstasy 
and amphetamines at the 
airport in Lombok, a holiday 
island next to Bali where 
foreigners are routinely ar-
rested on drugs charges. 

“After finding Felix Dor-
fin legally and convincingly 
guilty of importing narcot-
ics... (he) is sentenced to the 
death penalty,” presiding 
judge Isnurul Syamsul Arif 
told the court.

He cited Dorfin’s in-
volvement in an interna-
tional drug syndicate and 
the amount of drugs in his 
possession as aggravating 
factors.

“The defendant’s actions 
could potentially do damage 
to the younger generation,” 
Arif added.

Frenchman Felix Dorfin (L) arrives 
at a court in Mataram on the 
resort island of Lombok

Pakistan cricketer 
Asif Ali’s daughter 
dies after cancer 
treatment
Leeds, United Kingdom 

Pakistan batsman Asif Ali 
is expected to leave the 

tour of England following 
the death of his daughter, 
who had been having treat-
ment for cancer in the Unit-
ed States.

Islamabad United, the 
team Asif plays for in the 
Pakistan Super League, 
confirmed the death of 
18-month-old Noor Fatima 
in a statement issued late 
Sunday.

Islamabad United, the 
team Asif plays for in the 
Pakistan Super League, 
confirmed the child’s death 
in a statement issued late 
Sunday. 

State Bank of India, Retail Branch, Kingdom of Bahrain
Position : Dy. Money Laundering Reporting Officer (DMLRO)

State Bank of India, the largest commercial bank in India, with its presence across the globe and a leading 
financial institution in Bahrain is looking at recruitment of a DMLRO for its Retail Branch in the Kingdom of 
Bahrain.

Eligibility
Age  :  Maximum 40 years
Nationality : Any
Qualification: 
(a) A bachelor level degree from a University or higher or a relevant professional qualification. 
    And,
(b) Relevant certification(s) which include but not limited to:
• Certified Anti-Money Laundering Specialist Examination (ACAMS); and/ or
• Diploma in Anti-Money Laundering offered by the International Compliance Association; and/ or
• International Diploma in Financial Crime Prevention offered by International Compliance Association; and/ or
• International Advanced Certificate in Compliance and Financial Crime offered by the International Compliance       

Association.
(c) Excellent communication skills (both spoken & written) in English.
(d) Knowledge of Arabic would be a plus.
(e) Proficiency & Skills in Computers is essential.

Experience : Candidate must have a minimum of 2 years experience in the banking industry of which at least 1 
year experience in an anti-money laundering or anti-money laundering related role.

No. of vacancies : 1
Interested candidates may forward their application along with copies of the requisite  qualifications & experience.

(in the standard format available at our website  www.sbi-bh.com) 
with details of present employer, current salary drawn and expected salary etc. to 

The Chief Executive Officer, State Bank of India, Retail Branch, PO Box No. 10763, 
Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain

All applications have to be sent only in hard copy form. E-mails would not be accepted.
Last date of application : 30th May, 2019

Sudan talks to 
resume
Khartoum, Sudan

Sudan’s army rulers and 
protesters resume talks 

Monday to finalise the 
makeup of a new ruling 
body after overnight negoti-
ations remained deadlocked 
following a “dispute” over 
who should lead it.

The two sides launched 
a round of new talks Sun-
day evening over the form 
of the sovereign council to 
rule Sudan for a three-year 
transitional period follow-
ing last month’s ouster of 
longtime autocrat Omar al-
Bashir.

The military council that 
replaced him has faced 
international pressure to 
install a civilian-led admin-
istration -- a key demand of 
thousands of demonstra-
tors who have spent weeks 
camped outside Khartoum’s 
army headquarters. Hours 
of overnight meetings into 
the early hours of Monday 
ended without agreement, 
but the ruling military 
council announced the talks 
would resume. 


