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LIFE IS TRYING THINGS TO SEE IF

News in brief

4 Climate-changing C02 "

emissions are set to surge by

the second-biggest amount ..'

in history this year as the 5 J
|

global economy recovers
from the Covid-19 pandemic,
the IEA warned yesterday,
days before a major climate

summit. The International Energy c02 emiSSionS
Agency estimated in its annual Global Energy

Review that C02 emissions will increase set to Sllrge, IEA
by almost five percent this year to 33 warn

hillion tonnes, largely reversing the decline

registered last year as the pandemic idled swathes of the global economy. “Global
carbon emissions are set to jump by 1.5 billion tonnes this year -- driven by the
resurgence of coal use in the power sector,” the IEA’s Executive Director, Fatih
Birol, was quoted as saying in a Statement.

4 Russia will soon have more than 120,000 troops on
Ukraine’s border, Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba said on

Russia will soon Tuesday, calling for
new Western economic

{‘ave overlllio,qoq sanctions on Moscow.
bro':lps on Ukraine's Kyiv, Washington and
orders, Kyiv says NATO have been alarmed

by the large build-up of
Russian troops near Ukraine and in Crimea, the peninsula that Moscow annexed
from Ukraine in 2014. Western officials say the concentration of forces is now
larger than during that annexation.

4 The United States will press all nations to reduce reliance
on coal, Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Monday, in

et
iy USs vows to

challenge to >
China as he lead on climate,

vowed greater us pressworldto =
leadership. Blinken ' reduce coal use
kicked off a week

of intense climate diplomacy by President Joe Biden, who has invited 40 world
leaders to a virtual summit Thursday and Friday aimed at raising the world’s
ambitions on climate.

& Abomb was found in British-  Bomb found near
ruled Northern Ireland near the hom? of qu'therl'l Ireland
home of a part-time police officer, in police officer

what the British government described on

Tuesday as attempted murder. The Police Service of Northern Ireland said the
bomb had been found on Monday near the family home of the officer in Dungiven,
a town near the city of Londonderry. A security alert remained in place in the area
as police investigated the circumstances.

4 Russia declared two Bulgarian

Russia expels diplomats ‘persona non grata’ yesterday
two Bu|garian and ordered them to leave the country in response
diplomats in spy to Sofia’s expulsion of two Russian diplomats

row last month for suspected espionage. The action
followed Russia’s decision to kick out diplomats
from the United States, Czech Republic and Poland in a flurry of expulsions within
the past five days in retaliation for the barring of its own staff, reflecting a sharp
deterioration in its relations with the West

Country Total cases  Total
deaths

1 UsA 132476828 561573
2 India 15414,886 | 180,980 1429945’666
3 Brazil 13977713 375,049
4 France 5296222 101,180
5  Russia 4718854 106,307 3,047,074
6 UK 4390783 127,274 —
7 Turkey 4323596 36,267
8 Italy 3878994 117,243
9  Spain 3428354 77102 New cases
10 Germany 3171524 80,946
11 Argentina 2714475 59,476 +253,061
12 Poland 270451 62134  New deaths
13  Colombia 2,667,136 68,748
14 Mexico 2306010 22466 T4,128

Figures as of closing

Middle East

Country | Total New | Total
Deaths | recovered

Active
cases

egyot 200486 |

Saudi 407,010 +1,070

Arabia

UAE 500,860 +1,903 1,559 483 180 :

Kuwait 258,497 145 241696 15,345
Oman 182693 +1263 1909 162656 18128
Qatar 197,476 336 BN 1 '7.21','6'51'3 '''''

Us regulators
probe potentially
driverless Tesla

crash
AFP News

wo US transportation

regulators said Monday
they will investigate a fatal
car crash involving a Tesla
that apparently had no one
behind the wheel.

The vehicle was speeding
when it hit a tree late Satur-
day night in Spring, Texas,
near Houston. It caught fire,
destroying the car entirely
and killing two men, police
said.

Harris County police offi-
cial Mark Herman told local
media the initial investiga-
tion found no one was in the
driver’s seat of the vehicle.
One of the victims was dis-
covered in the passenger
chair, and the other in the
back seat.

J&J Covid vaccine
manufacturing
halted at plant that

ruined doses
AFP News

he Us Food and Drug

Administration re-
quested that production
of the Johnson & Johnson
coronavirus vaccine be
halted at a factory that pre-
viously reportedly ruined
about 15 million doses of
the shot.

The pharmaceutical gi-
ant told AFP at the end of
March it had identified a
batch of doses at a plant in
Baltimore run by Emergent
BioSolutions “that did not
meet quality standards,” but
did not confirm the specific
number affected.

The New York Times lat-
er reported the batch con-
sisted of about 15 million
doses.

IATA head Walsh
hits out at
expensive PCR tests
for travel

Reuters | London

he head of global airline

industry body TIATA has
hit out at the high cost of
COVID-19 testing, accusing
providers of profiteering
from travel, and calling for
the industry to challenge
whether PCR tests are nec-
essary.

European airlines are
counting on a travel re-
bound this summer after
months of COVID-19 restric-
tions left them struggling
with minimal revenues and
huge new debts taken on to
survive the pandemic.

But any demand for PCR
tests that can cost more than
the short flights themselves
threatens the recovery.

“We're clearly seeing ev-
idence of profiteering by
people who have jumped
on the testing bandwagon,”
Willie Walsh, IATA’s new
director general, said at a
virtual industry conference
yesterday.

His death was
announced the day
after he was declared
the winner of a
presidential election

® Deby - who often
joined soldiers on
the battlefront in his
military fatigues -
visited troops on the
frontline on Monday

Reuters

had’s President Idriss
‘ Deby, who ruled his coun-

try for more than 30 years
and was an important Western
ally in the fight against Islamist
militants in Africa, has been killed
on the frontline against rebels in
the north.

Deby’s son, Mahamat Kaka,
was named interim president by
a transitional council of military
officers, spokesman Azem Ber-
mendao Agouna said in a broad-
cast on state television.

Deby, 68, came to power in a
rebellion in 1990 and was one
of Africa’s longest-ruling lead-
ers, surviving numerous coup at-
tempts and rebellions.

His death was announced the
day after he was declared the win-
ner of a presidential election that

Chad President |
on frontl

Deby had joined the army in
the 1970s when Chad was going
through a long-running civil war.

YOU

KNOW WHAT

He received military training in
France and returned to Chad in
1978, throwing his support behind
President Hisstne Habr@ and

eventually becoming commander
in chief of the armed forces.

would have given him a sixth of his repressive rule, boycotted

term in office. Most of the opposi- the vote.
tion, which had long complained

Deby - who often joined sol-

India to waive import duty on COVID-19 vac

The government has

decided to open vaccinations

for all adults from May 1.

Reuters | New Delhi

India will waive its 10% customs duty
on imported COVID-19 vaccines, a
senior government official told Reuters
yesterday, as it tries to boost supplies to

counter a dramatic surge in coro-
virus cases.

Imports of Russia’s Sput-
nik V vaccine are due
to arrive soon
and the gov-
ernment has
also urged
Pfizer,

Moderna and Johnson and Johnson to
sell their products to India.

The official, who declined to be named,
also said the government was consider-
ing allowing private entities to import
approved vaccines for sale on the open
market without government interven-
tion. They could also be given the free-
dom to set pricing, he added.

The Indian government currently reg-
ulates the sale and purchase of all cOv-
ID-19 shots in the country.

A finance ministry spokesman did not
immediately respond to an email seek-

ing comment outside business

hours.
Other South Asian
countries, including Ne-
pal and Pakistan, as well
as Latin American na-
tions such as Argentina
and Brazil levy vaccine

na-

import tariffs rangi
20%.
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