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Liverpool suffer
Salah blow in chase
for Champions
League

Slot confirms Salah
unavailable for
Saturday as Reds
seek top-five finish in
Premier League | P12
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Iran leader says enemy ‘defeated’, Trump calls NATO allies ‘cowaf?ps"{
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Vinicius, Real Madrid must prove consistency in Atletico derby

BUSINESS e Stocks drop, as oil rises as Mideast war persists
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Civil defence
extinguishes
fire at company
warehouse

TDT | Manama

ahrain’s

Civ-
il Defence
success-
fully extin-
guished a fire that broke out
in a company warehouse
following a malicious Ira-
nian attack, officials said.

The operation involved

20 vehicles and 62 officers
and personnel, while rel-
evant authorities immedi-
ately began their on-site
investigations.
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King leads Eid pra
pute paid to servicemen

TDT | Manama

is Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa
yesterday performed

Eid Al Fitr prayers, paying trib-
ute to the Kingdom’s service-
men stationed at its borders
and praising their dedication in
safeguarding national security.
Eid Al Fitr marks the end of
the holy month of Ramadan and
is celebrated as a time of grati-
tude, charity and community.
Its timing _ is determined
by =« the sighting
of the cres-
‘cent moon in
‘accordance
with the Is-
lamic lunar cal-
endar.
Follow-
ing the Eid
sermon deliv-
ered by Shaikh Dr
Rashid bin

HMKING

Unity key as Eid marked amid
challenges, says Al Hajeri

TDT | Manama

Eid remains a time of joy
and gratitude despite the
challenges facing the King-
dom, said Shaikh Dr Rashid
bin Mohammed Al Hajeri in
his Eid sermon, underscoring
the importance of unity, cohe-
sion and standing firmly with
the Kingdom’s leadership.
The Chairman of the Sun-
ni Endowments Council also
described the recent attack

hammed Al Hajeri, Chairman of
the Sunni Endowments Coun-
cil, His Majesty exchanged Eid
greetings with attendees, ex-
pressing appreciation for their
kind sentiments.

The sermon opened with

on Bahrain by Iran as a fla-
grant violation of norms, laws
and sanctities that endangered
lives and spread fear among
civilians.

Shaikh Al Hajeri praised
Bahrain’s leadership for its
efforts and highlighted the
broad international support
reflected in a United Nations
Security Council resolution,
backed by 136 countries, con-
demning the attacks target-
ing Gulf Cooperation Coun-

praise to Allah Almighty and
prayers upon Prophet Moham-
med (peace be upon him), his
family and companions, and
highlighted values of gratitude,
compassion and solidarity.

His Majesty said: “Congratu-

India PM holds Eid call with HM
King, condemns energy attacks

TDT | Manama

India’s Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi yesterday reit-
erated the importance of en-
suring freedom of navigation
and keeping shipping lines
open and secure during a tele-
phonic conversation with His
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al
Khalifa.

Later, the Prime Minister, in a
post on X, highlighted the talks
as “fruitful,” while conveying
warm greetings on the occasion
of Eid Al Fitr to HM the King
and the people of Bahrain.

During the call, the leaders
discussed the current situation
in the West Asian region. Modi
condemned attacks on energy
and civilian infrastructure, un-
derscoring their adverse impact
on global food, fuel, and fertiliz-
er security.

PM Modi also reiterated the
importance of ensuring free-

dom of navigation and keeping
shipping lines open and secure,
highlighting the role of safe
maritime routes in protecting
global supply chains and en-
hancing regional stability.

The Prime Minister fur-

& =

A N,
ther thanked His Majesty for
his continued support for the
well-being of the Indian com-
munity in Bahrain, praising the
care and attention extended to
the expatriate community un-
der the King’s leadership.

cil states and Jordan and
calling for their immediate
cessation, as well as an end
to all forms of provocation or
threats against neighbouring
states.

He concluded with prayers
for the continued success of
His Majesty the King and His
Royal Highness the Crown
Prince and Prime Minister, as
well as for the Kingdom’s ser-
vicemen stationed in defence
of its security.

lations to the people of Bahrain
on the occasion of Eid Al Fitr.
May it return with continued
prosperity, blessings, and pro-
gress for the Kingdom, and with
honour and advancement for
the Arab and Islamic nations.”

vers

HM also wished everyone a
blessed Eid, expressing hope
that the coming days would in-
spire continued achievement
and contributions in service of
the nation.Further, His Maj-
esty extended his greetings to
personnel of the military and
security sectors, praising their
dedication, discipline and vig-
ilance in addressing regional
challenges and safeguarding the
Kingdom’s security and stabili-
ty. Attendees, in turn, conveyed
their sincere congratulations
and best wishes to His Majesty.

UAE

HM King also exchanged Eid
Al Fitr greetings with His High-
ness Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice Pres-
ident of the United Arab Emir-
ates, Prime Minister and Ruler
of Dubai. His Majesty the King
and His Highness wished the
two countries and their peoples,
as well as the Arab and Islamic
nations, continued progress and

prosperity.
HM visits Operations room

Separately, His Majesty the
King, Supreme Commander
of the Armed Forces, visited
a joint operations room in the
Kingdom yesterday.

US deploying more
Marines to MidEast

AFP | Washington, United
States

he United States is deploy-
ing additional Marines to
the Middle East, US media

Could ‘take out’
Iran’s Kharg Island
any time: White
House

reported yesterday, possibly

signaling a coming ground op-
eration three weeks into the

Washington, United
States

US-Israeli campaign against

Iran.

The reports came as Axios
said President Donald Trump’s
administration is mulling seiz-
ing Iran’s strategic Kharg Is-
land to pressure the Islamic
republic to reopen the Strait of
Hormuz -- a mission that could

fall to US Marines.

The Wall Street Journal
said Washington is deploy-
ing between 2,200 and 2,500
Marines from the Califor-

he United States could
“take out” Iran’s Kharg
island whenever it want-
ed, the White House said
Friday, after a report that
President Donald Trump’s
administration was con-
sidering plans to occupy or
blockade the oil hub.
Axios reported that
Trump was mulling an op-
eration to reopen the Strait
of Hormuz.

nia-based USS Boxer Amphib-

ious Ready Group and 11th

Marine Expeditionary Unit.

CNN meanwhile said thou-

sands of Marines and sailors
were expected to deploy to the
Middle East.
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Faith, unity mark Eid
celeprations across Banrain

Mosques witnessed
smooth organisation
and orderly movement
of worshippers,
reflecting the efforts of
authorities in ensuring
a safe and comfortable
environment for prayers.

TDT | Manama

id Al Fitr prayers were
Eheld across mosques and
prayer grounds here yes-
terday morning, in an atmos-
phere of faith, hope and opti-
mism despite the exceptional
circumstances facing the King-
dom amid the repercussions of
recent regional developments.
Worshippers gathered from
the early hours, filling mosques
and designated open areas in a
scene reflecting the communi-

ty’s commitment to observing

religious traditions and welcom-
ing Eid with a spirit of calm and
devotion.

The prayers coincided with
mild spring weather and light
rainfall, which many described
as a positive sign and a blessing,
adding a special atmosphere to

the occasion and reinforcing a
sense of hope and renewal.
During the prayers, worship-
pers raised their hands in sup-
plication, praying for the con-
tinued safety and stability of
Bahrain and its people, and for
the well-being and success of

His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa and His Royal High-
ness Prince Salman bin Hamad
Al Khalifa, Crown Prince and
Prime Minister.

They also prayed for peace
and stability across the region,
expressing confidence in Bah-

rain’s ability to overcome chal-
lenges through unity and soli-
darity.

Mosques witnessed smooth
organisation and orderly move-
ment of worshippers, reflecting
the efforts of authorities in en-
suring a safe and comfortable

environment for prayers.
Following the prayers, peo-
ple exchanged Eid greetings in

: scenes that embodied the spirit

of the occasion and the values of
compassion and social cohesion,
highlighting the strength and
resilience of Bahraini society.

Separately, the spirit of Eid
was also reflected in neigh-
bourhood gatherings across
the Kingdom, where families
opened their majlis to visitors in
a long-standing social tradition.

A widely shared remark by His
Royal Highness Prince Salman
bin Hamad Al Khalifa — “Bah-
rain is well, as long as its people
are its strength” — resonated
strongly among citizens as they
marked the first day of Eid with
hope and optimism.

Homes and majlis were filled

| with visitors of all ages, as fam-

ilies exchanged greetings and
children celebrated in festive
attire, while elders gathered to
share conversations and mem-
ories.

The scenes reflected
deep-rooted social bonds and
the enduring traditions that
define Bahraini society, with
gatherings serving as a space
to reinforce unity and together-
ness, particularly in challenging
times.

The prayers
coincided with
mild spring
weather and
light rainfall,
which many
described as a
positive sign
and a blessing,
adding a special
atmosphere to
the occasion
and reinforcing
a sense of hope
and renewal.

The celebrations underscored
that Eid Al Fitr remains a unify-
ing occasion, bringing together
communities and renewing val-
ues of compassion, connection

and resilience, even amid evolv-
ing circumstances.
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The security of the GCC countries is an indivisible and interconnected system, based on the Council’s charter and joint
defence frameworks, the US House Foreign Affairs Committee affirmed during a meeting with the ambassadors of the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and Jordan. The meeting, held under Bahrain’s presidency of the 46th GCC session, was
chaired by Shaikh Abdulla bin Rashid Al Khalifa, Bahrain's Ambassador to the United States. It was attended by several
members of Congress, including Representative Gregory Meeks, Ranking Member of the Committee; Representative
Mike Lawler, Chairman of the Subcommittee on the Middle East; Representative Brad Sherman, Ranking Member of the
Subcommittee; and Representatives Joe Wilson and Seth Moulton, members of the House Armed Services Committee.
Participants highlighted the importance of continued coordination with the United States and international partners to
address security challenges, protect critical facilities, and support regional and global stability.

TDT | Manama

he Bahrain Defence Force
(BDF) has intercepted and

BDF shoots down 141
missiles, 247 drones

force’s performance continues
to reinforce confidence that
the Kingdom’s skies remain
secure.

destroyed 141 ballistic mis-
siles and 242 drones targeting
the Kingdom since the start of
Iranian hostilities, the General
Command announced.

The BDF praised the excep-
tional vigilance and combat
readiness of its personnel,
commending their sustained
operational effectiveness in
safeguarding Bahrain. The

The General Command
urged all members of the pub-
lic to exercise the utmost cau-
tion for their personal safety.
Citizens and residents are ad-
vised to: Keep clear of affect-
ed areas and any suspicious
objects; refrain from filming
or photographing military op-
erations or debris sites; avoid
spreading unverified informa-

tion; and consult only official
and government media chan-
nels for updates, alerts, and
advisories.

The General Command fur-
ther emphasised that the use
of ballistic missiles and drones
to target civilian areas and
private property constitutes a
flagrant violation of interna-
tional humanitarian law and
the United Nations Charter.
These indiscriminate attacks
represent a direct threat to
regional peace and security.
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® 2,349 tonnes of meat
imported; 8,107 sheep
and 385 cattle brought in

® 777 laboratory tests
conducted, 112 import
permits issued in March

Strict checks
enforced; public urged
to use licensed abattoirs

TDT | Manama
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Inspections stepped up to ensure food safety during festive season
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= 8,107 sheep and 385 cattle, to

As part of intensified efforts, the King-

dom conducted 777 laboratory tests
between March 1 and 15, while 112

ahrain imported 2,349
tonnes of chilled and
frozen meat, along with

meet heightened demand dur-
ing Ramadan and Eid Al Fitr, a
senior official said.

The figures were revealed by
Asim Abdullatif Abdullah, Assis-
tant Undersecretary for Agricul-
ture and Animal Wealth at the

import permits were issued

Ministry of Municipalities Af-
fairs and Agriculture, during an
inspection visit to review food
safety measures.

As part of intensified efforts,
the Kingdom conducted 777 lab-
oratory tests between March 1
and 15, while 112 import permits
were issued, he said.

The official stressed that vet-
erinary quarantine facilities

Over 2,300 tonnes of
meat imported

play a key role in ensuring the
safety of meat imports and pro-
tecting food security and public
health.

“All shipments must meet
strict requirements, including
official health certificates, certif-
icates of origin and approved ha-
lal certification, with additional
testing conducted upon arrival
before market distribution,” he
added.

He also underscored the min-
istry’s commitment to food safe-
ty, warning against unauthorised
slaughter and urging the pub-
lic to use licensed abattoirs to
safeguard public health and the
environment.

Man jailed for three years for smuggling tombak in onions

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

man in his forties has been
sentenced to three years

in prison for attempting to
smuggle tombak into Bahrain
by concealing it inside onions
imported from an Asian country.
The High Criminal Court
also ordered his deportation
after serving the sentence and
imposed a series of fines. The
defendant was fined BD3,985,
with an equivalent amount in
value-added tax. Additional

A customs officer
inspecting a shipment
of onions noticed
their unusually large
size and sent the load
through an X-ray scan-
ner.

fines of BD19,925 were imposed
on the value of the goods and
evasion of customs duties, an-
other BD19,925 in excise tax, and

a further BD19,925 fine.

The case began at the sea-
port when a customs officer in-
specting a shipment of onions
noticed their unusually large
size and sent the load through
an X-ray scanner. The scan re-
vealed irregular contents inside
the onions. Upon opening the
sacks and cutting the onions,
inspectors discovered they had
been packed with tombak, a
substance banned in Bahrain.

The search led to the seizure
0f 11,110 bags of tombak, weigh-
ing a total of 1,035 kilograms.

Authorities assessed the value
of the seized goods at around
BD19,925, after which the ma-
terial was secured and handed
over to the relevant customs
department.

A customs clearance agent
told the court that the defendant
had contacted him regarding
the onion shipment and asked
about the required paperwork
for import. The agent requested
the shipment documents and
customs authorisation, which
were subsequently provided af-
ter the fees were paid.

Grand Imam of Al Azhar condemns Iranian
aggression targeting Bahrain

TDT | Manama

is Royal Highness Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al

scribing them as treacherous
acts that have terrorised civil-
ians, caused damage to facili-

Khalifa, the Crown Prince
and Prime Minister, received
a letter from His Eminence
Dr. Ahmed Al Tayyeb, Grand
Imam of Al Azhar Al Sharif
and Chairman of the Muslim
Council of Elders.

His Eminence expressed his
sorrow and strong condemna-
tion of the continued hostile
Iranian aggression targeting
the Kingdom of Bahrain, de-

ties, and resulted in innocent
casualties.

His Eminence also con-
veyed to HRH his congratula-
tions on the occasion of Eid
Al Fitr, expressing his confi-
dence in the unity and resil-
ience of the people of Bahrain
and their steadfast support
for the leadership of His Maj-
esty King Hamad bin Isa Al
Khalifa.

Warning for Bahrain-Saudi travelers: Pregnant woman detained after taxi driver’s liquor smuggling attempt

Pradeep Puravankara

TDT | Manama

xpatriates traveling from
EBahrain to their home

countries via Dammam,
Saudi Arabia, are urged to exer-
cise extreme caution following
a distressing incident involving
a pregnant woman. The wom-
an, along with another passen-
ger, was recently detained by
the Saudi authorities due to a

taxi driver’s hidden smuggling
attempt The woman, who is
three months pregnant, had
decided to resign from her job
and return to Kerala due to the
current exceptional circum-
stances in the region. A private
travel agency in Bahrain had
arranged her visa, flight tickets
from Dammam, and a private
taxi to transport her across the
King Fahd Causeway.
Unbeknownst to the passen-

gers, the taxi driver had hidden
bottles of liquor in the vehicle.
During a routine inspection at
Saudi Customs, the contraband
was discovered. Since Saudi
Arabia maintains a zero-tol-
erance policy and strict legal
framework against alcohol and
drugs, the police immediately
took the driver, the pregnant
woman, and the fellow passen-
ger into custody. Upon learning
of the situation, prominent Bah-

rain-based social worker Fazal
Ul Haq intervened. Through
his timely coordination with
the relevant authorities, he was
able to prove the passengers’
innocence.

passengers were released

Following the investigation,
the passengers were released,
while the driver remains in cus-
tody facing legal proceedings.
Reports also indicate that the

vehicle used was a rental car
from Bahrain, which is now
likely to be confiscated by the
authorities.

The travel agency has since
arranged an alternative flight
for the woman to return home
via Dubai today. (21st March)

Social workers and commu-
nity leaders have advised the
expatriate community to re-
main vigilant. While it is nat-
ural for many to feel anxious

and seek a quick return home
given the current regional ten-
sions, travelers must ensure
they use verified transport
services.

"When traveling to countries
like Saudi Arabia, where laws
are extremely strict, one must
be aware of thorough inspec-
tions. Do not fall into such traps
by trusting unverified private
transport,” a spokesperson
commented.
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Rain, hail and thunderstorms

pring relief amid regional tensions

Bahrain experiences light to moderate rain as residents welcome respite

Forecasts warn of
continued unstable
weather across Kuwait,
Qatar, Oman, Saudi
Arabia, and the UAE

® Traffic authorities
urge drivers to maintain
safety amid wet roads
and gusty winds.

Regional
forecasts warn of
rain, thunderstorms
and strong winds
across Kuwait, Qatar,
Oman, Saudi Arabia,
and the UAE.

TDT | Manama

n contrast to a once-in-
ISOO—year heatwave in the

United States, countries in
the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCo), including Bahrain, expe-
rienced rain and thunderstorms,
bringing much-needed relief to
residents amid recent missile
tensions.

“cood omen”

Citizens and residents wel-
comed the weather, with many
describing it as a “good omen”
that combined the joy of Eid
with a refreshing seasonal touch.
The light rain in the early hours
of Eid al-Fitr, many told the Dai-
ly Tribune, added a distinctive
character to the celebrations.

The showers came along-
side mild spring temperatures
ranging between 20 and 25°C,
moderating the atmosphere and
giving the holiday a unique feel
this year.

The Meteorology Department
at the Ministry of Transport and
Communications reported that
today’s weather is expected to

Street scene in Bahrain following rain

be partly cloudy to cloudy at
times, with a chance of scattered
rain, while daytime and evening
conditions remain moderate,
suitable for holiday visits and
outdoor activities. Winds are
expected to be easterly to north-
easterly, moderate in speed and
occasionally active, with high

A screen grab of a Social media video
shows rain atMakkah

humidity levels, reflecting the
mild fluctuations experienced
across the Kingdom during this
period.

Exercise caution

Across Bahrain, light to mod-
erate rain, thunderstorms, and
hail were recorded in several
areas, accompanied by gusty

R s

A screen grab taken from a video posted
on social media shows rain at Masjid
Quba in Madinah

e 1H

winds. The General Directorate
of Traffic urged motorists to ex-
ercise caution, advising drivers
to maintain focus, follow lanes
and speed limits, keep safe dis-
tances, and avoid distractions.
Authorities emphasised road
safety under these conditions.

GCC

The weather pattern extended
to neighbouring Saudi Arabia,
where the National Center for
Meteorology (NCM) forecast var-
iable conditions across the King-
dom. Moderate to heavy rainfall
is expected in Riyadh, the East-
ern Province, Qassim, Makkah,
Madinah, Hail, and Najran, and
in the highlands of Asir, Jazan,
and Al-Baha, as well as parts of
the Northern Borders, Al-Jouf,

{ and Tabuk. Active winds caus-

ing dust are forecast in Tabuk,
Al-Jouf, the Northern Borders,
Hail, and Qassim, while fog may
form in the Eastern Province,
Northern Borders, Al-Jouf, and
the highlands of Asir, Al-Baha,
and Makkah. Unconfirmed re-

1 ports also suggested the forma-

tion of temporary desert water-
falls in parts of Saudi Arabia,
especially in mountainous and
wadi regions, following heavy
rainfall.

The UAE is experiencing
unstable weather during Eid
week, with rain, thunderstorms,
strong winds, and possible hail,
prompting warnings that out-
door activities could be disrupt-
ed.

Regional forecasts for other
GCCstates:

. Qatar: Official weath- |
er X/Twitter account warns of [

expected rain, thunderstorms,
rough seas, and strong winds.

. Oman and the UAE: |

Climate forecasters and social
media posts indicate expect-
ed heavy rain across parts of
the region in the coming days
as part of a broader unsettled
pattern.

. Kuwait: Weather ser-
vices forecast rain and thun-
derstorms in Kuwait City, with
possible flash flooding risks on
roads.

Authorities across the region
attribute the conditions to sea-
sonal atmospheric instability
and have issued alerts and safe-
ty advisories to residents, road
users, and visitors, ensuring
precautions are taken amid the
unsettled weather during the
seasonal transition.

Civil Defence
rescues eight,
extinguishes fire in
Amwaj residential
building

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s Civil Defence
rescued eight people
and extinguished a fire in
a multi-storey residential
building in Amwaj, author-
ities said.

A 15-year-old girl suffer-
ing from smoke inhalation
was transported to the hos-
pital by the National Am-
bulance. Investigations are
ongoing to determine the
cause of the fire.

Large waterfalls cascade across the
Arabian desert following heavy rains,
forming temporary streams and
flood surges in areas such as Al-Ula.
The phenomenon, seen, highlights
the dramatic impact of rare desert
storms on the arid landscape. Source:
yourweather.co.uk

Court orders tenant company to
pay BD8,700 and vacate shop

Mohammed Dar- The court also defaulted on part
TDT | Manama interest on each rent a? a Mpay}-1
missed monthly ~ ™Mments from Mare
Manamacourt 2024 to February
payment from
has ordered a s 2026. The lease
t February 2024 until :
enant company to il was undisputed,
vacate its premises and no payments
and pay BD8,700 in were shown.

unpaid rent, after finding that
rent had not been paid for over
two consecutive months.

The court also awarded 1%
annual interest on each missed
monthly payment from Febru-
ary 2024 until full settlement,
BD100 in lawyers’ fees, and
BD5 for translation costs, while
dismissing claims against the
second and third defendants.

Four landlords had filed the
case seeking to end the tenan-
cy, recover arrears, and regain
the property. The court noted
that the tenant rented the site
for BD350 a month but had

Under Bahraini law, land-

lords may request eviction if
rent remains unpaid for two
consecutive months. The court
ruled that the legal criteria
for ending the lease were met,
ordering the tenant company
to vacate the shop.

The court clarified that the
second and third defendants
were not liable, as the lease
was solely between the land-
lords and the company. It also
refused to impose the contract
registration fee on the ten-
ant, citing the Property Rent
Law.

Judges ready for English cases,
execution still in the works

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

ahrain’s Supreme Judicial
Council has been training
judicial personnel to handle
cases in English, the Ministry
of Justice, Islamic Affairs and
Wagqf said, though executing
English-language judgments
without Arabic translation re-
mains a step for the future.
The ministry’s statement
came in response to a question
from Shura Council member
Dalal Al Zayed, who asked
whether steps would be taken
to establish a specialised judi-
cial body and a dedicated route
for enforcing judgments issued

in English.

Arabic remains the official
language of Bahrain’s courts,
the ministry said, citing De-
cree-Law No. 27 of 2021, which
allows parties to select another
language before filing a case
if agreed in writing. It also

referred to Decision No. 28
of 2023, governing the use of
English before courts and the
Bahrain Chamber for Dispute
Resolution, including the types
of disputes, terms of the agree-
ment, and rules on translation
and witness testimony.

The ministry said the Su-
preme Judicial Council, in co-
ordination with the Judicial
and Legal Studies Institute, has
prepared judicial personnel—
particularly those proficient in
English—for commercial dis-
putes and contract cases. The
training is part of the “Judges
of the Future” programme, de-
signed to equip judges for legal
and technical developments.

Bahraini courts have already
issued judgments in English, in-
cluding rulings from the Court
of Cassation, demonstrating the
system’s readiness and building
trust domestically and interna-
tionally.

Regarding enforcement, the
ministry said that carrying
out English-language judg-
ments without Arabic transla-
tion is part of future planning
and will depend on practical
needs. Currently, such rulings
are executed under the Civil
and Commercial Implementa-
tion Law (Decree-Law No. 22
of 2021), with no special pro-
visions for English-language
judgments.
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Stocks drop, as oil rises
as Mideast war persists

Key figures at around 1630 GMT

@ Brent crude, the
benchmark international
oil contract, rose 1.2%

on Friday to nearly
$110per barrel.

AFP | London, United Kingdom

Stocks fell while oil prices
pushed higher yesterday at
the end of a turbulent week in
which attacks on Gulf energy
infrastructure rattled global
markets and sparked fears of
an energy shock.

Oil prices have soared follow-
ing the US-Israeli war on Iran
begun on February 28 but have
slid back from peaks which saw
Brent crude briefly close in on
the $120 mark on Thursday, up
from $60 pre-conflict.

Brent crude, the benchmark
international oil contract,
rose 1.2% on Friday to nearly
$110 per barrel. The main US
contract, West Texas Interme-
diate, rose 1.9 percent to over
$97 per barrel.

Brent spiked higher on Thurs-
day after Tehran struck a num-
ber of energy sites around the
Gulf in retaliation for Israel’s
attack on its South Pars field.

The attacks raised the spec-
tre that the world may have
to do without the 20% of oil
and liquefied natural gas (LNG)
that normally transit through

Brent North Sea Crude: 1.2% at $109.96 per barrel
West Texas Intermediate: 1.9 % at $97.32 per barrel
New York - Dow: v 0.5% at 45,796.12 points
New York - S&P 500: v 0.8% at 6,554.83

Nasdaq Composite: v 1.2% at 21,836.18

London - FTSE 100: v 1.4% at 9,918.33 (close)
Paris - CAC 40: v 1.8% at 7,665.62 (close)
Frankfurt - DAX: v 2.0% at 22,380.19 (close)
Hang Seng Index: ¥ 0.9% at 25,277.32 (close)
Shanghai - Composite: ¥ 1.2% at 3,957.05 (close)

Tokyo - Nikkei 225: Closed for a holiday

New York - Dow: v 0.4% at 46,021.43 (close)
Euro/dollar: v at $1.1560 from $1.1583 on Thursday
Pound/dollar: v at $1.3324 from $1.3425

Dollar/yen: at 159.22 yen from 157.65 yen
Euro/pound: at 86.77 pence from 86.23 pence

the Strait of Hormuz -- which
Iran has effectively shut since
the start of the war -- for much
longer.

Energy infrastructure con-
tinued to be targeted: Kuwait
reported a fire at its Mina
Al-Ahmadi refinery, a day after
a direct hit on Qatar’s Ras Laf-
fan facility -- the world’s largest
LNG hub.

Iran’s supreme leader Aya-
tollah Mojtaba Khamenei re-
mained defiant on Friday, saying
that Iranians had dealt a “diz-
zying blow” to the country’s
enemies.

US President Donald Trump
sought to calm markets on

Thursday by saying Israeli forc-
es would not target any more of
Tehran’s energy infrastructure,
while Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu indicated
the end of the fighting could
be close.

“Some calm has descended
on markets after a brutal week,
but fears remain elevated about
how economies will respond to
an inflation shock sparked by
rampant energy prices,” said
Susannah Streeter, chief invest-
ment strategist at Wealth Club.

For Kathleen Brooks, XTB re-
search director, “the bond mar-
ket is leading the sell off today,
even though gains for the oil

price are moderate compared to
Thursday, and European stock
markets are stabilizing.

“The bond sell-off is a prob-
lem for the global economy, par-
ticularly the UK

After the BoE flagged in-
flation risks, UK 10-year bond
yields surged to the highest level
since the 2008 global financial
crisis.

“Us Treasury yields climbed
to their highest level since mid-
2025, with investors increas-
ingly pricing in a more hawkish
Federal Reserve amid concerns
that the conflict could sustain
inflationary pressures,” said an-
alyst Axel Rudolph at investing
and trading platform I1G.

While the US Federal Reserve
and European Central Bank
both held interest rates steady
this week, they voiced concern
about the impact of rising en-
ergy costs.

Rising bond yields and the
prospect of higher interest rates
weighed on equity markets.

Wall Street stocks were lower
in early afternoon trading. The
Nasdaq was down 1.2%, with
tech firms sensitive to interest
rates.

European markets ended the
day lower, with London’s FTSE
100 sliding below the 10,000
level for the first time since ear-
ly January as bond concerns
mounted.

The dollar firmed against its
main rivals.

BAAA condemns Iranian attacks,
pledges support for national security

TDT | Manama

he Bahrain Accountants

and Auditors Associa-
tion (BAAA) has strongly con-
demned the recent Iranian
aggression targeting Bah-
rain, which struck civilian,
economic, and infrastruc-
ture facilities in violation of
international law and state
sovereignty.

In a statement, the associa-
tion commended the leader-
ship of His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa and the
efforts of His Royal Highness
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al

Khalifa, the Crown Prince and
Prime Minister, as well as the
Bahrain Defence Force and
Ministry of Interior security
agencies, for safeguarding the
Kingdom and countering the
attacks.

The BAAA affirmed its full
support for measures taken by
authorities to protect national
security and ensure the safe-
ty of citizens and residents,
expressing confidence in the
ability of state institutions to
mitigate the impact of such
attacks while maintaining sta-

bility.

Trump gets approval for
gold coin in his likeness

New York, United States

n advisory commission

hand-picked by Presi-
dent Donald Trump has ap-
proved the design of a com-
memorative gold coin featur-
ing his image, officials said
Thursday, in a move
slammed by Democratic
opponents.

The US Commission of Fine
Arts declined to comment
when asked by AFP after sev-
eral media outlets showed the
proposed design in reporting
on the approval.

The coin is supposed to
mark the 250th anniversary
of the founding of the United
States.

One side of it shows a glar-
ing Trump standing with his
fists bunched on a desk, and
the other features an eagle

perched with wings spread on
what appears to be a bell.

The coin does not have
a monetary value and its
sale price has not been dis-
closed, but similar com-
memorative coins sold by
the US Mint can cost over
$1,000.

"We are thrilled to prepare
coins that represent the en-
during spirit of our country
and democracy, and there is
no profile more emblematic
for the front of such coins than
that of our serving president,”
US Treasurer Brandon Beach
said in a statement.

Beach noted that the de-
sign would differ from Trump
images being planned for
two other coins, a $1 piece
that would be in circula-
tion, and a one-ounce gold
one.

AFP | London, United Kingdom

I Iere are five ways that

experts say commodi-
ties could begin moving again
through the Strait of Hormuz,
a crucial trade route currently
blocked by Iranian forces in the
Middle East war.

us-led military action

The most-talked-about op-
tion is for the US and willing
allies to secure the 167-kilo-
metre (104-mile) long passage
militarily.

There are currently two US
carrier strike groups -- naval
formations built around an air-
craft carrier -- in the region,
the “bare minimum number of
warships” required for an escort
mission, Nick Childs, senior fel-
low at the 1ISS, told a seminar
convened by the London-based
defence think-tank.

Britain, France, Germa-
ny, Italy, the Netherlands and
Japan on Thursday said they
were ready “to contribute to
appropriate efforts to en-
sure safe passage through the
strait.”

Butitremains a daunting mis-
sion.

“This is not just a maritime
issue, and escort ships will
not solve the problem alone...
it would need a whole wrap
around it, of air capability,
maritime capability, crewed,
uncrewed, long-range strike,
short-strike, et cetera,” a UK de-
fence official said in a briefing
on Wednesday.

“It’s a significant military

Countries importing gas
via the Strait of Hormuz

In % of LNG* exports passing through the strait in the first quarter 2025

Other Asia
16.9

Taiwan
9.8

Europe
13.5

Source: US Energy Information Adminstration  “Liquified natural gas

challenge... This must be a mul-
tinational solution,” the official
added. “We’re not anywhere
near that at the moment.”

Diplomatic off-ramp

A purely diplomatic solution
remains on the table and is the
preferred route for many global
leaders.

Several governments are in
bilateral talks with Tehran over
an “emerging IRGC registration

AFP@

and vetting system”, said Rich-
ard Meade, editor-in-chief of
maritime intelligence jour-
nal Lloyd’s List -- a refer-
ence to Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards.

The proposed system would
create an Iranian-approved
“safe corridor” for ships to use,
Meade told an online briefing
on Thursday.

“We know that several gov-
ernments -- including China,

Drifting and moored
mines are equipped
with a charge that
explodes on contact
with the hull

How can Hormuz shipping blockage bhe solved?

Explosive charge
attached to hull

Detonates by sensing
acoustic, magnetic or water
pressure variations caused
by a ship passing.above

but (also) India, Pakistan, Iraq,
Malaysia -- they’re all in direct
talks with Tehran, coordinating
vessel transits,” he said.

At least nine ships have al-
ready used this corridor, which
routes ships close to Iran’s Lar-
ak Island for visual checks by
Iranian authorities, he added.

While this offers some move-
ment, Meade warned that “ne-
gotiated safe passage... is unlike-
ly to dramatically increase the

trickle of tonnage”.

Take the chance

Another option is for ship-
owners to risk crossing the
strait without dealing with Iran.

“Greek owners and opera-
tors have, typically, a higher
risk appetite” and continue to
move tankers through the route,
Bridget Dyken, an analyst at
analysis group Lloyd’s List In-
telligence, told the briefing.

Her colleague Cichen Shen
added there was evidence of
a potential Chinese exit plan
where tankers pay a “7.5 percent
of hull value” insurance rate for
72 hours of coverage to transit
the strait.

Muddle through

Iran could continue to main-
tain a partial opening of the
strait in the medium term, with
opaque rules for transiting,
Richard Luckyn-Malone of in-
telligence consultancy Hermin-
ius told the Marine Insurance
London industry conference
on Friday.

“Strategic ambiguity is ab-
solutely fundamental to what
they do, and it would very
much serve Iran’s purposes
if this was where we sat,” he
said.

But he questioned whether
“the world is actually going to
sit still and accept the idea of
the straits being ambiguously
open for months and months.”

Wait it out

Iran’s Parliament Speaker
Mohammad-Bagher Ghalibaf
warned on Tuesday that “the
Strait of Hormuz won’t return
to its pre-war status”.

“Even in the best-case sce-
nario, going back to a ful-
ly reopened status is several
months away,” Luckyn-Malone
said.

“There’s unexploded ord-
nance floating around. There
may be minefields... and there’s
going to be nervous security
forces on either side.”
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BOBBY KNIGHT

Drone attack causes fire
at Kuwait oil refinery

AFP | Washington

rone attacks hit Kuwait’s

Mina Al-Ahmadi oil refin-
ery yesterday, causing several
fires but no casualties, state
media said, citing the national
oil company.

“The Mina Al-Ahmadi re-
finery... was subjected early
today to several hostile drone
attacks, causing fires in some
of its units,” the official Kuwait
News Agency said, adding that
“several refinery units were
shut down”.

The Kuwaiti army later
said that the fire was brought
under control without any
casualties.

“Two drones targeted one
of the units in a refinery of the
Kuwait Petroleum Corpora-
tion, resulting in a fire that was
brought under control by the
specialised teams, without any
injuries,” it said on X.

Iran’s military
threatened to hunt
down US and Israeli
officials and army
commanders even
while they were on
holiday or visiting
entertainment centres

@ Israel’s military
said it was launching
strikes in Iran’s Noor
region on the shores
of the Caspian Sea,

a day after carrying
out its first strikes
against Iranian
targets in the body
of water bordered
by five nations

The United States
and Israel struck 16
Iranian cargo vessels
in port towns on the
Gulf in attacks that
burnt the vessels,
local media reported

Israel say 2,000
targets struck
in Lebanon in
Mideast war

AFP | Jerusalem

srael’s military said yes-

terday that it had struck
over 2,000 targets in Leba-
non since Hezbollah joined
the Middle East war on
Iran’s side.

Lebanon was drawn into
the war on March 2 when
Tehran-backed Hezbollah
launched rockets at Israel
to avenge the killing of the
Islamic republic’s supreme
leader.

“So far, over 2,000 terror
targets have been targeted,
including approximately
120 Hezbollah command
posts, over 100 weapons
storage facilities, and over
than 130 missile launchers,”
the Israeli military said.

Iran has stepped up attacks
on Gulf energy infrastructure
in recent days, hitting refiner-
ies and the world’s biggest gas
hub in Qatar, as Tehran retali-
ated over Israeli strikes on its
South Pars gas field.

In Kuwait, an army state-
ment said air defenses were
“responding to hostile mis-
sile and drone threats”, while
the UAE state media reported
“incoming missile and drone
threats from Iran”.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
said in a statement carried by
the Tasnim news agency that
they had targeted US forces in
the UAE’s Al-Dhafra air base
as well as sites in Israel with
missiles and drones.

Saudi Arabia’s defense minis-
try said that its forces had “in-
tercepted and destroyed” more
than adozen dronesin the coun-
try’s east and another in the
north.

L N

Mourners bid farewell to the bodies of Iran’s slain intelligence minister Esmail Khatib and his family during their funeral after yesterday noon prayers in Tehran
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Iran leader says enemy ‘defeated’

Khamenei claims Iran is defeating US and Israel in Nowruz message

AFP | Tehran

tollah Mojtaba Khamenei

yesterday said Iran was de-
feating the enemies of the Is-
lamic republic and had struck
a “dizzying blow” in the war
against the US and Israel, in a
defiant written message to the
nation for the Persian New Year,
Nowruz.

The long statement, published
on his Telegram channel and offi-
cial Iranian media, was the latest
such message from Khamenei
after he succeeded his father Ali
Khamenei who was killed in an
airstrike at the start of the war
on February 28.

But almost two weeks into his
tenure, the younger Khamenei
has yet to issue a video or even
audio message to Iranians, with
state media and officials allud-
ing to him being wounded in the
strike that killed his father.

“At the moment, due to the par-
ticular unity that has been creat-

Iran’s supreme leader Aya-

ed between you our compatriots
-- despite all the differences in
religious, intellectual, cultural
and political origins -- the enemy
has been defeated,” said Khame-
nei.

He described the current war
against Israel and the United
States as the third war that the
Islamic republic has experienced
over the last 12 months, after
the June 2025 12-day conflict
with Israel but also nationwide
protests at the start of this year
which Tehran blamed on Israel
and the US.

By showing unity and resolve,
Iranians had “dealt him (the en-
emy) a dizzying blow so that he
now starts uttering contradictory
words and nonsense,” Khamenei
said in the message which was
also read out on Iranian state
television.

He said Israel and the United
States had the “illusion” that if
Ali Khamenei and other military
leaders were killed, they would
create “fear and despair” and

Boys walk past damaged cars parked in a neighbourhood following a strike in
Rehovot on the outskirts of Tel Aviv
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KNOW WHAT

Despite leading
Iran during a major
conflict, Mojtaba
Khamenei has yet to
deliver a public audio
or video address,
fuelling speculation
he was wounded in
the strike that killed
his father

“realise the dream of dominating
Iran and then dividing it”.

Ali Khamenei and over a dozen
top security and other officials
have been killed in the conflict
so far.

Mojtaba Khamenei also said

Iran and its allied forces in the
region were “in no way” behind
attacks on Oman and Turkey
during the war, instead blaming
“deception by the Zionist enemy”
in reference to Israel.

He accused Israel, which Iran
does not recognise, of “using
false-flag tactics to create divi-
sion between the Islamic Re-
public and its neighbours” and
warned “such actions may also
occur in other countries”.

Khamenei described the 12-
day war as a “serious miscalcula-
tion” on the part of Israel, which
he said had wanted to “over-
throw the Islamic system” in
Iran.

Mojtaba Khamenei predicted
that Iranian’s “unity will certain-
ly become stronger and more sol-
id, and your enemies will become
humble and less powerful” in the
coming year.

Attack on the holy sites

Meanwhile, Israel accused
Tehran of an “attack on the holy

sites” of Jerusalem, after a blast
blew a crater in the Old CIty a
few hundred metres from the
Al-Agsa Mosque, the Western
Wall and the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre.

And in Iran, the Israeli army
targeted a northern region
around the Caspian Sea, a pop-
ular holiday destination that
has so far been largely spared
attacks.

In Jerusalem’s Old City, a blast
was caused “Iranian missile frag-
ments”, the Israeli military wrote
on X, and drew an angry response
from Israel’s foreign ministry.

“The Iranian attack on the holy
sites sacred to all three religions
reveals the madness of the Ira-
nian regime, which claims to be
religious,” the foreign ministry
wrote on X, calling it an “Iranian
gift” for the Muslim holiday of
Eid al-Fitr.

On Thursday Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
indicated that an end to the fight-
ing could be close.

AFP | Colombo

Sri Lanka refused permis-
sion to the United States to
station two of its warplanes at
a civilian airport in the island’s
south in early March, President
Anura Kumara Dissanayake
said yesterday.

The request was turned down
to maintain Sri Lanka’s neutral-
ity and ensure its territory was
not used for any military pur-
pose that could help or hinder
either side, he told parliament.

The Indian Ocean nation was
drawn into the consequences of

Sri Lanka refused ground
access to US warplanes

the war when US forces torpe-
doed an Iranian frigate off its
coast in March.

“They wanted to bring two
warplanes armed with eight
anti-ship missiles from a base
in Djibouti to Mattala Interna-
tional Airport from March 4 to
8, and we said ‘no’,” Dissanay-
ake said.

He said the United States
made the request on February
26. Iran made a similar request
on the same day for three of its
warships, returning from India
after a naval exercise, to make
a port call.

“We were still considering
the Iranian request to bring the
three ships to Colombo from
March 9 to 13. Had we said ‘yes’
to Iran, we would have had to
say ‘yes’ to the US too,” he said.

“But we didn’t. We are stead-
fastly maintaining our posi-
tion of neutrality,” he added,
drawing applause from the
225-member legislature.

The US torpedoed one of the
Iranian ships, IRIS Dena, just
off the island’s southern coast
on March 4, killing at least 84
sailors. Sri Lanka’s navy res-
cued 32 survivors.
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An Israeli self-propelled howitzer artillery gun fires rounds towards southern Lebanon from a position in the upper Galilee in northern Israel near the border

Trump calls NATO allies ‘cowards’

AFP | Washington

S President Donald Trump
Uyesterday branded NATO al-
lies “cowards” for not heeding
his demand for military assis-
tance against Iran to control the
Strait of Hormuz shipping route.

Trump has recently veered
between saying that Wash-
ington needs no help to se-
cure the vital waterway for oil
tankers, and then lashing out
at other countries for failing to
help.

“Without the U.S.A., NATOIS A
PAPER TIGER!” Trump posted on
his Truth Social network.

“They didn’t want to join the
fight to stop a Nuclear Powered
Iran. Now that fight is Militarily
WON, with very little danger for
them, they complain about the

UusS President Donald Trump carries a football as he departs at the end of a
ceremony

high oil prices they are forced to
pay, but don’t want to help open
the Strait of Hormuz, a simple
military maneuver that is the
single reason for the high oil
prices.

“So easy for them to do, with so
little risk. COWARDS, and we will
REMEMBER!”

The 79-year-old Republican, a
long-term skeptic of the Western
military alliance, has launched a
series of diatribes against NATO
in recent days.

On Thursday, six major in-
ternational powers, including
Britain, France, Germany and
Japan said they were ready to
“contribute to appropriate ef-
forts” to secure the Strait of
Hormuz.

But they have not formally
committed to any mission to

Hezbollah
denies UAE
accusations of
having network
in country

AFP | Beirut

ezbollah denied yester-

day that it has a presence
inside the United Arab Emir-
ates, after Emirati authorities
announced they had arrested
at least five members of a “ter-
rorist network” linked to Hez-
bollah and its backer, Iran..

Earlier this week Hezbollah
issued similar denials that it
maintained a presence in Ku-
wait, after Kuwaiti authorities
announced the discovery of
two alleged cells linked to the
group, arresting a combined
26 people.

In a statement, the Leba-
nese militant group said it
“denies the fabricated accu-
sations made against it by the
security authorities in the
United Arab Emirates”.

work in the crucial waterway
-- while other allies such as Ger-
many and Italy have ruled out
doing anything before a truce in
the Middle East war.

None of the countries Trump
has called on to help was consult-
ed before the US-Israeli mission
started.

An effective Iranian blockade
has paralyzed commercial ship-
ping through the crucial mari-
time chokepoint, which in peace-
time sees a fifth of global crude
oiland liquefied natural gas pass
through it.

Global oil prices have spiked as
aresult of the war, which erupted
on February 28 when the United
States and Israel began bombing
Iran, leading Tehran to retali-
ate with strikes across the Gulf
region.

French foreign minister calls on
Iran to make ‘major concessions’

AFP | Paris

rench Foreign Minister

Jean-Noel Barrot said yes-
terday on a visit to Israel that
Iran must make major conces-
sions as part of any long-term
political solution following the
Middle East war.

“Whatever the outcome of
the ongoing military operations,
it must be complemented by a
political solution that produc-
es lasting results,” Barrot told
journalists in Tel Aviv.

“In this regard, the Iranian
regime must be prepared to
make major concessions -- a
radical change of stance.”

Barrot repeated a European
call for a moratorium on strikes
against energy infrastructure
after an Israeli bombardment
of Iran’s key gasfield pushed up
energy prices.

France’s top diplomat, who
visited Beirut on Thursday, ex-
pressed France’s “reservations”
about Israel’s ground opera-

Whatever the outcome
of the ongoing military
operations, it must
be complemented by
a political solution
that produces lasting
results. In this regard,
the Iranian regime
must be prepared
to make major
concessions -- a radical
change of stance

JEAN-NOEL BARROT

tions to fight Iran-backed Hez-
bollah in Lebanon.

He called on Israel to seize
an “historic opportunity”
and hold direct talks with
the Lebanese authorities, af-
ter French President Emma-
nuel Macron agreed to host
negotiations.

“The Lebanese government
has signalled its unprecedent-
ed openness to direct talks at
the highest level with Israel,”
he said.

Israel’s Foreign Minister
Gideon Saar said he had dis-
cussed with Barrot the “scope
of attacks on Israel from Leba-
nese territory”.

“Unfortunately, the Lebanese
government and its army are
not taking any meaningful ac-
tion against Hezbollah, neither
militarily nor in other aspects,”
Saar wrote on X.

He also called on the EU to
list Hezbollah “in its entirety
as a terrorist organisation, not
only its military wing, as sever-
al European countries already
did”.

Barrot said that regional sta-
bility in the Middle East also
depended on the implemen-
tation of US President Donald
Trump’s peace plan for Gaza
that halted two years of war in
October.

Tehran palace complex
damaged by explosions: report

AFP | Tehran

hockwaves from airstrikes

on Tehran damaged sev-
eral historic buildings in the
Saadabad Palace complex, one
of the Iranian capital’s most
visited sites, state news agen-
cies reported yesterday.

Saadabad Palace is a large
former royal complex in north-
ern Tehran that includes an
extensive park with separate
buildings that have been turned
into museums dedicated to the
country’s cultural history.

Photos and videos published
by the IRNA and ISNA agen-
cies showed debris, including
shattered windows and piec-
es of ceiling, scattered across
the floor of the Green Pal-
ace, one of the most visited
pavilions.

It was built under the Pahlavi
dynasty deposed in the 1979
revolution that led to the cre-
ation of the current Islamic
republic.

At least two other buildings

were damaged “by the shock-
waves from the explosions”,
according to IRNA.

The Israeli army announced
yesterday morning that it
had carried out new strikes
on infrastructure belonging
to the Iranian authorities in
Tehran.

The Saadabad Palace com-
plex also houses residences
of the Iranian president and
the provincial governor, while
facilities belonging to the Rev-
olutionary Guards and the ju-
diciary are located nearby.

The UN’s cultural agency
UNESCO told AFP earlier this
week that four out of Iran’s 29
World Heritage sites had been
damaged during the ongoing
war, which was sparked by
Us-Israeli attacks on February
28.

These include the Golestan
Palace, a building in the his-
toric heart of Tehran that was
damaged by an explosion at the
nearby Arag Square.
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‘ N Tarmest wishes for

a blessed #EidAl-
Fitr. May it bring renewed
hope, compassion, and

peace. Eid Mubarak
@unwomenchief
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id al-Fitr Mubarak.
May this special day
bring peace, hope, and
prosperity to all those ob-
serving Eid al-Fitr. May
the spirit of kindness and
generosity that accompa-
nies this Eid prevail.
@KGeorgieva

High energy prices are
one of the biggest

challenges for the com-
petitiveness of the Euro-
pean Union. We must be-
come more autonomous
by using our clean home-
grown sources of energy.
We need to take immedi-
ate action to protect our
citizens.

@eucopresident

s the war in the Mid-
dle East continues,
energy prices keep being
under pressure. Today at
EUCO I presented a plan
to bring immediate relief
where possible and struc-
tural changes where need-
ed. We will act on all four
components of electricity
prices
@vonderleyen

Disclaimer: (Views expressed
by columnists are personal and
need not necessarily reflect our

editorial stances)
/\
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Israel says struck Syrian army
camps after Druze ‘attacked’

AFP | Jerusalem

srael’s military said yes-
terday it had struck Syrian

army camps in response to
what it called attacks against the
Druze community in the south-
ern Sweida province, with the
Syrian foreign ministry calling
it “an outrageous assault”.

The Israeli strikes came as
war roiled the Middle East after
the US and Israel attacked Iran
on February 28 sparking a war
that has engulfed much of the
region.

The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights (SOHR) reported
on Thursday that clashes broke
out between government forces
backed by tribal fighters against
Druze factions in Sweida prov-
ince, leaving at least four Druze
fighters dead.

The shelling later hit residen-
tial neighbourhoods in the city
of Sweida, sowing panic and fear
among residents, the Observa-
tory said.

“Overnight, the IDF struck a
headquarters and weapons at
Syrian regime military camps
in southern Syria,” the Israeli
military said.

“This was in response to yes-
terday’s events, in which Druze
civilians were attacked in the
(Sweida) area. The IDF will not
allow harm to come to Druze in
Syria and will continue to act for
their protection.”

The Syrian foreign ministry
denounced it as “an outrageous
assault on Syria’s sovereignty

——
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Israel has conducted
hundreds of strikes
in Syria since Assad’s

fall in 2024, expanding
operations even into

the UN-monitored
demilitarised zone on
the Golan Heights

that it had drawn up “a list
of suspects from the (Minis-
tries of ) Defence and Interi-
or, Druze factions, and civil-
ians -- including Bedouins and

“ tribes -- for serious crimes and

. violations”.

Lorries carrying army tanks drive along a road near the border with Lebanon in the Upper Galilee in northern Israel

and territorial integrity” and
called the Israeli justification
“flimsy pretexts and fabricated
excuses”.

The attack, it said, “consti-
tutes an extension of the es-
calation policy pursued by the
Israeli occupation, and a con-
tinuation of the policy of inter-
ference in internal affairs with
the aim of undermining security
and stability”.

Israeli Defence Minister Is-
rael Katz said in a statement
that “we will not allow the Syr-

ian regime to exploit our war
against Iran and Hezbollah to
harm the Druze. If necessary,
we will strike with even greater
force”.

Clashes erupted last July in
southern Syria between Dru-
ze fighters and Sunni Bedouin
tribes.

The Syrian authorities said
their forces intervened to stop
the clashes, but witnesses and
monitors accused them of siding
with the Bedouin.

Israel bombed Syria during

the violence, saying it was acting
to defend the minority group.

The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said the fight-
ing left more than 2,000 people
dead, including 789 Druze civil-
ians who were “summarily ex-
ecuted by defence and interior
ministry personnel”.

An official fact-finding com-
mittee the government later
formed said on Tuesday it had
documented the killing of 1,760
people.

The committee announced

After the overthrow of Syria’s
longtime ruler Bashar al-Assad
in December 2024, Israel moved
its forces into the UN-patrolled
demilitarised zone on the Ts-
raeli-annexed Golan Heights,
and has carried out hundreds of
strikes in Syria as well as regular
incursions.

Syrian President Ahmed al-
Sharaa said yesterday that he
was working “to keep Syria away
from any conflict,” saying that
his government is on good terms
“with all neighbouring states
regionally, as well as interna-
tionally”.

Mideast war
forces NATO
to shift Iraq
mission to

Europe
AFP | Brussels

ATO’s mission in Iraq
Nhas been fully relocated
to Europe because of the
Middle East war, the alli-
ance said, with the last staff
from a non-combat force of
several hundred leaving the
country yesterday.

The mission was in an
Iraqi military base in Bagh-
dad’s Green Zone near the
US embassy, which has been
targeted several times since
the start of the US-Israeli
war with Iran three weeks
ago.

A statement from the alli-
ance’s European command
said: “NATO Mission Iraq
has adjusted its posture,
safely relocating all its per-
sonnel from the Middle East
to Europe.”

NATO’s mission in Iraq
provides assistance, advice
and training to the Iraqi
security forces involved in
counter-jihadist operations,
aiming in particular to pre-
vent any resurgence of the
Islamic State (IS) militant
group.

The mission will contin-
ue to operate from NATO’s
regional command in the
Italian city of Naples, the
alliance said.

General Alexus Grynke-
wich, Supreme Allied Com-
mander Europe, offered
thanks to the Iraqi govern-
ment and allies “who assist-
ed in the safe relocation of
NATO personnel from Iraq.”

Action star Chuck
Norris dead at 86: family

Actor Chuck Norris speaks with the med
AFP | Los Angeles

huck Norris, the US mar-

tial artist and Hollywood
action star most famous for his
role in “Walker, Texas Ranger,”
has died, his family said yester-
day. He was 86.

“It is with heavy hearts that
our family shares the sudden
passing of our beloved Chuck
Norris yesterday morning,” the
family said in a statement on
Instagram.

“To the world, he was a mar-
tial artist, actor, and a symbol
of strength. To us, he was a de-
voted husband, a loving father
and grandfather, an incredible
brother, and the heart of our
family.”

US media reported Thurs-
day that Norris had been hos-
pitalized for an undisclosed

L.

ia during a press meet (file photo)

condition while on the island
of Kauai, several days after he
celebrated his 86th birthday
with a video of him boxing
on social media and saying “I
don’t age. I level up.”

In the statement, the family
said it would like to keep the
details of his passing private,
adding “please know that he
was surrounded by his family
and was at peace.

The martial arts expert
turned actor starred in a slew
of action films since his acting
debut with a cameo in a 1968
Dean Martin film“The Wreck-
ing Crew.”

Four years later, his epic
fight with the kung-fu super-
star Bruce Lee in “The Way
of The Dragon” helped turn
Norris into an icon on big and
small screen alike.

NASA returns moon rocket to pad eyelng April 1 launch

AFP | Cape Canaveral

ASA on Thursday began
Nreturning its towering SLS
rocket and Orion spacecraft to
its Florida launch pad ahead of a
planned flyby of the Moon, after
completing necessary repairs.

Artemis engineers began the
maneuver, which can take up
to 12 hours, at 8:00 pm eastern,
after which the US space agency
will begin final preparations
before its next launch window
opens on April 1.

The immense orange and
white Space Launch System
rocket and the Orion vessel

NASA’s Artemis Il SLS rocket and Orion

spacecraft, secured to the mobile

launcher, stands vertical inside the Vehicle Assembly building

were to be slowly wheeled out
of the Vehicle Assembly Build-
ing at the Kennedy Space Center
in Florida, and painstakingly
moved four miles (6.5 kilome-
ters) to Launch Pad 39B.

If the tests are satisfactory,
three Americans and one Ca-
nadian will head to the Moon as
soon as early April to fly around
Earth’s satellite.

The mission, to last about 10
days, would be a huge step to-
wards Americans once again
setting foot on the lunar sur-
face, a goal announced by Pres-
ident Donald Trump in his first
term.

North Korean leader, daughter try out new tank

AFP | Seoul

orth Korean leader Kim

Jong Un and daughter Ju
Ae tried out the country’s new
battle tank in large-scale mili-
tary drills, state media reported
yesterday, in the latest sign that
she was being groomed as his
heir.

Photos released by state me-
dia showed a chuffed-look-
ing Kim sitting on top of the
moving tank in his trademark
leather jacket as the teenage
Ju Ae’s head popped out of a
hatch during the exercises on
Thursday.

The drills at the Pyongyang
Training Base No. 60 involved
armoured units firing anti-tank
missiles while rear sub-units

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and his daughter Kim Ju Ae boardlng a tank

targeted simulated enemy the way for infantry and tanks,
drones and helicopters, clearing the Korean Central News Agen-

cy said.

According to KCNA, the tank
possesses advanced mobility,
firepower, and defensive sys-
tems, including protection
against missiles and drones.

“Watching with great pleas-
ure the tanks violently make a
charge, shaking the earth, he
(Kim) expressed satisfaction
that the majestic scene of tanks
imposingly advancing forward
represents the inherent brav-
ery and pluck of our army,” the
agency reported.

The drill comes amid height-
ened regional tensions, follow-
ing recent North Korean mis-
sile tests and just-concluded
springtime military exercises
by South Korea and the United
States.
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VACANCIES
AVAILABLE

MAG WOODWORKS W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of PAINTER(FURNITURE),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17466778 or ameera@modernabrasives.net

RUBY STAR MARKET W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39462260 or
AHUJAIRI@HOTMAIL.COM

ABUOBAID CONTRACTING & TRADING
GROUP has a vacancy for the occupation
of SHEET METAL WORKERS (GENERAL),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17700204 or abuobaidgroup@gmail.com

WHITE FALCON PRIVATE SECURITY SER-
VICES Co. W.LL has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 66626168 or
TDAINEH@GMAIL.COM

BAUSKA SUPPORT SERVICE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE WORKER
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 36880843 or E.BRA5058@YAHOO.
COM

PROJECTS ACCESS SCAFFOLDING & FORM-
WORK CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SCAFFOLDER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17737891 or jose@
projectsaccess.net

FALAZEEN HOUSE has a vacancy for the
occupation of CHEF, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33122769 or ahmed.
ghani289@gmail.com

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation
of STEEL FABRICATOR, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.LLL. has a vacancy for the occupation
of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of
FOREMAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation
of FITTER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net

BABA AIR TOURISM & TRAVELS W.LL has
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 34451249 or AMJADALBUROOJ@
GMAIL.COM

Farsana Construction S P C has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39829689 or FARSANABAHRAIN@
GMAIL.COM

Wyndham Garden W.L.L. has a vacancy for
the occupation of CAPTAIN(RESTAURANT),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
66316666 or mannai.hr@mannaitrading.com

INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COMPANY
W.L.L CLEANTEC has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36636640 or
HANANKHALAF84@GMAIL.COM

Manama Packaging Industry W.L.L. has a
vacancy for the occupation of EXECUTIVE
EMPLOVYEE, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17675246 or MFIAKRAM@GMAIL.
COM

AL SAFSIF GENTS HAIR SALOON W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of COLLEC-
TOR(DEBTS), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33337576 or ACC.MYC@GMAIL.COM

Tie Up International Trading & Services. W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39808668 or TIEUPWLL@GMAIL.
CoM

DREAM WAY SERVICES CO. Bahraini Partner-
ship Company has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17660141 or CLEAR-
VIEWBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM

MOHAMED ASKAR ABDULLA SHAREEA AL-
ANZI. has a vacancy for the occupation of
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 38914200 or ASKARABDULLABH@
GMAIL.COM

CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of STORE CLERK, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33888886 or HAMAD@
SPECTRUMOILFIELD.COM

RAJAB ALKHAIR FOR PHONES W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39460682 or alsammak99@hotmail.com

MAGIC KARAK - BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation
of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36960999 or HASH2H2@
GMAIL.COM

CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33888886 or HAMAD@SPECTRU-
MOILFIELD.COM

Arkan Itihad Development Co. W.L.L. has a
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER(FOOD
DISTRIBUTION), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 13300444 or HROFFICER@AIMS-
BAHRAIN.COM

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of
FOREMAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation
of CRANE OPERATOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.LLL. has a vacancy for the occupation
of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net

ALSALEEM TRUCKING AND CARGO HAN-
DLING CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33967781 or
QASIMCARGOHANDLING222@GMAIL.COM

ATZAVY MINIMART W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36826969 or AB-
DULLAHHASEEB6969@GMAIL.COM

STAR DAR AL HIKMA GARAGE WLL has a
vacancy for the occupation of MECHANIC,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17280049 or TAHIRHAMEED57@HOTMAIL.
COM

ALNAHHAM ORGANIZATION has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39796269 or MOHD.H.NA1981@GMAIL.COM

ITALIAINTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES COW.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of DECORA-
TOR, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 66671415 or MEERAIZEM@GMAIL.COM

Alhunainiya Oasis markets has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36455266 or
buahmed182@gmail.com

ZARTCO TRADIING W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR (SITE),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39833499 or ALIDURAZI@HOTMAIL.COM

AL KUDS CARGO has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of STORE LABOURER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33133301 or
ALQUDSCARGO@GMAIL.COM

DS SMART FACILITIES SUPPORT SERVICES
CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 35458472 or SAJJAD.AKHTAR49@
HOTMAIL.COM

CLEANING LEADERS W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33347766 or
PERWAIZ_I@HOTMAIL.COM

RAJPOT BAKERY has a vacancy for the
occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39888023 or
CHSHAFIQ581@GMAIL.COM

AL NAJM AL ABYAD REAL ESTATE W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 36555561 or ALNAJIM19486@
GMAIL.COM

VISSION CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for
the occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
39300177 or TAHAHAJ@GMAIL.COM

SITRA TEA STATION W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of CHEF, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 36914499 or Y60092@
HOTMAIL.COM

AHMED MOHAMMED JASSIM CONSTRUC-
TION CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CARPENTER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17784584 or HR@
AMJASSIM.COM

COURIERX W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified ap-

plicants can contact 38870666 or HAMAD@
COURIERX.COM

CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33888886 or HAMAD@SPECTRU-
MOILFIELD.COM

First Choice Cleaning Services Co. W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
36491411 or choicefirst82@gmail.com

M | CONTRACTING has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 32184242 or M.L.75@HOTMAIL.COM

KAFLAN CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33316767 or kaflanconstrution@gmail.
com

SHUHDI FOR SELLING ANIMAL FOOD has a
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33020130 or DAYANFASHIONBH@GMAIL.
COM

ARROW EXPRESS W.L.L. has a vacancy for
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36819991 or
ARROWEXPRESS.BH@GMAIL.COM

WAKHRA SWAG SALON W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36526651 or RO-
MEQ587@GMAIL.COM

DARMAN CARGO COMPANY WLL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of HEAVY VEHICLE
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33328694 or DARMAN.CARGO@YA-
H00.COM

SMALCO CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33040002 or smalco.bh@hotmail.com

RAMEE PALACE HOTEL W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECURITY MAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17811688 or hrs.bh@rameehotels.com

Orange Flower For Landscaping And Flowers
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(AGRICULTURAL), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 37738111 or ORANGE-
FLOWER.BH@GMAIL.COM

red guif contracting has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17251216 or abuali792008@Gmail.
com

ACRE CONTRACTING has a vacancy for the
occupation of GARDENER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17703071 or
MALKHALIFA@GMAIL.COM

TRIPOLITRADING W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36975293 or
SULTANAHMED.6202@GMAIL.COM

AMWELL MIDDLE EAST W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17730871 or
amwellmd@amwellme.co

Single Point for Aluminium Co. has a vacancy
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17620672 or
SHUBBAR60@HOTMAIL.COM

Al Rayah For Safety Items WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17822228 or RASHEED@SECURICORE.BH

STREAMLINE PUBLICITY AND ADVERTIS-
ING W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKER(SALES), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 35116872 or CHAUDHRY-
CONTRACTING83@GMAIL.COM

RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MACHINIST,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.com.bh

Mechanical Contracting & Services Compa-
ny W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
FOREMAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM

Mechanical Contracting & Services Compa-
ny W.LLL has a vacancy for the occupation
of WELDER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM

Mechanical Contracting & Services Compa-
ny W.LLL has a vacancy for the occupation
of RIGGER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.
COM

NEW AL ABDULLAH METAL TREATMENT
WORKSHOP has a vacancy for the occupation

of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33312401 or NADIA.
MOHAMMED3399@GMAIL.COM

HAVANA IRONING has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER(LAUNDRY), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33335051 or
MOHD2008@GMAIL.COM

ALWARDI TRANSPORT CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of COMPUTER
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17730626 or TURKI_ALWARDI@
HOTMAIL.COM

WHOLE MARKET W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33275464 or NOU-
SHAD@ALKAPPYS.COM

17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.com.bh

AKHALIK14321@GMAIL.COM

SUNLIGHT INTERIORS & EXHIBITIONS w.l
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER/PACKER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17785961 or ACCOUNTS@SUN-
LIGHTINTEX.COM

barbeer Green Contracting - Bahraini Partner-
ship Co. has a vacancy for the occupation of
CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 34384278 or barbeer-
green9876@gmail.com

LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of RETAIL TRADE
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.
com

MARALA ADVERTISING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39202314 or MUHAM-
MADNADEEMAWAN58@GMAIL.COM

ORANGE TOWER SUPPORT SERVICES W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33875634 or ORANGETOWRBAH-
RAIN@GMAIL.COM

SAMRAN YOUSAF CLEANING COMPANY
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER(METAL CLEANING), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 34103460 or
SAMRANGORAYA213@GMAIL.COM

LANDMARK FITNESS W L L has a vacancy for
the occupation of SPORTS TRAINER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33184197 or
sadeq.abdulnabi@arg.bh

dubai garage has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WORKER (CAR MECHANICAL WORK-
SHOP), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33456667 or Dubaigarage@hotmail.com

EBROOK CONSTRACTION has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION).GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33305789 or AM2PM@GMAIL.
CoM

Farsana Construction S P C has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39829689 or FARSANABAHRAIN@
GMAIL.COM

CORE PLUS CONSULTANTS W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 36941285 or UMER.FAROOQ.CH@
OUTLOOK.COM

AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com

plafixx Dry Mix Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of TECHNICIAN WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
77281111 or INFO@PLAFIXX.COM

CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33888886 or HAMAD@SPECTRU-
MOILFIELD.COM

AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COMPA-
NY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of
FOREMAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net

CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33888886 or HAMAD@SPECTRU-
MOILFIELD.COM

RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MECHANICAL
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.com.bh

NESTO SUPERMARKET & DEPARTMENT
STORE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17227206 or GEEPASBAH-
RAIN@GMAIL.COM

ALSULAITI TRADING & MARINE SERVICES
AGEN WLL has a vacancy for the occupation
of SHIPS MASTER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17731779 or JABER@SU-
LAITIMARINE.COM

AWATAR CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has avacan-
cy for the occupation of FOREMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 35571303 or
MUSTAFASALAH198610@GMAIL.COM

THE MUSE LADIES SALON & SPA has a va-
cancy for the occupation of HAIR DRESSER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17721 or  AMMAR@HOUSEMEONLINE.
COM

JETHRO TRADING COMPANY W.LL. has a
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17245770 or SAMDAVIDJOY@YAHOO.
COM

JANNUSAN PHARMACY W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 66611400 or SAT-
VIKN17N@GMAIL.COM

ALNOOR INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL has a
vacancy for the occupation of TEACHER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17736773 or roonlasc@batelco.com.bh

KAFLAN CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33316767 or kaflanconstrution@gmail.
com

ZENON CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39719998 or AHMED304@HOTMAIL.
com

THOMAS COMBINED SERVICES W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
37240118 or AFNNT@HOTMAIL.COM

CORNER 91 FURNITURE WORKSHOP has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(SALES), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17262249 or MOHMMED_AL-
JALOOT@ICLOUD.COM

DAY TO DAY DISCOUNT CENTER has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(SALES),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
66634444 or JISHNA@DAYTODAYBH.COM
VIBRANT SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17008217 or
JALALEBRAHIM@GMAIL.COM

CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33888886 or HAMAD@SPECTRU-
MOILFIELD.COM

AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com

ANGEL MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY has a
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE WORK-
ER HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 38307899 or AZIZKHAEE85@GMAIL.
COM

MURSHAD GENTS SALOON CO WLL has
a vacancy for the occupation of BARBER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33147980 or ARIFMEHMOOD09@GMAIL.
COM

NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L) has
a vacancy for the occupation of PIPEFITTER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17725522 or yousif@aanass.net

AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com

SURPRISES TRADING CENTRE W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of CASHIER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17227206 or geepabahain@gmail.com

Delta Security Services Co. W.LL. has a
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17262725 or hr@delta-ss.me

HASSAN RASHED A.RAHMAN ALMUTAWH
| JALAAB ALKHAIR-10145 has a vacancy for
the occupation of SEAMAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 66666180 or HAS-
SANALMUTAWEH@GMAIL.COM

SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of RIGGER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17674319 or
DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET

SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L has ava-
cancy for the occupation of RIGGER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17674319 or
DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET

SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of STEEL FAB-
RICATOR, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17674319 or DUAIUMALKHALIFA@
ASRY.NET

SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L has ava-
cancy for the occupation of RIGGER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17674319 or
DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET

ALMAHMOOD PEAPLS B.S.C CLOSED has
a vacancy for the occupation of JEWELRY
GOLDSMITH (GENERAL), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39437171 or ALMAH-
MOODPEARLS@GMAIL.COM

MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER-CLEAN-
ING-(HAND & CHEMICAL SOLUTIONS),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17268111 or hrd1@machh.com

ARGAN TREE BEAUTY W.LL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of ADMINISTRATIVE
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 35386658 or HHASAN@ARG-
GANTREE.COM

NORDIC PALACE & SPA W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably ~qualified
applicants can contact 17111101 or govt@
nordichh.com

RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.com.bh

FUTURE STEPS COMPANY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES REPRE-
SENTATIVE, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 37114484 or 0.ALRUQAIMI@GMAIL.COM

RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact

AL AMEEN GENTS SALOON W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 37143214 or

AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com

Fuji Electric Co Ltd- Foreign Branch has a
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17564569 or dhanya.anup@fujielectric.com

AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy
for the occupation of FOREMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17265555 or
adeel.hameed@al-aali.com

AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com

AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy
for the occupation of FOREMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17265555 or
adeel.hameed@al-aali.com

Delta Security Services Co. W.LL. has a
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17262725 or hr@delta-ss.me

SAMARKANDI RESTAURANT FOR BUKHARI
RICE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of WAITER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 37454646 or INFO@3BROTRAVEL.COM

INTEGRATED FACILITY MANAGEMENT W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com

AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com

AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy for
the occupation of RIGGER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17265555 or adeel.
hameed@al-aali.com

ALNAEEM GRILLS has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WAITER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17240025 or JASSIMPAL-
ACE@YAHO00.COM

barbeer Green Contracting - Bahraini Partner-
ship Co. has a vacancy for the occupation of
CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 34384278 or barbeer-
green9876@gmail.com
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EBRAHIM MAHDI JASIM SHEHAB&KHADIJA
ISA AHMED ALQASSAB has a vacancy for
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39939909 or
ABUAHMEDSHEHAB@GMAIL.COM

ANWAR ALHADI BAKERY has a vacancy for
the occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33703444 or
OMHADI13@GMAIL.COM

ARAB SHIPBUILDING & REPAIR YARD CO. )
ASRY has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORK SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17674319 or duaijmalkhal-
ifa@ASRY.NET

LA-TEA TOWN CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER(JUICE), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33677322 or
SHAADBINNAZAR@GMAIL.COM

ABU LOOMI BAKER has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of BREAD BAKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39858326 or ABUY-
OUSIFAMA@GMAIL.COM

naib global it consultancy has a vacancy for
the occupation of CONSULTANT, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17531534 or
hr@naibit.com

AREENA CONTRACTOR GROUP CO. W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of DRIV-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
17245222 or HR@AREENAGROUP.COM

AREENA CONTRACTOR GROUP CO. W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17245222 or HR@AREEN-
AGROUP.COM

AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com

BHATTI CARGO SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER/PACK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
33426988 or JAMSHEDIQBAL845@GMAIL.COM

BAHARSHAH CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 35445369 or DS-
GDHD@GMAIL.COM

VOY BOUTIQUE has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of TAILOR, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33999749 or HKB20BH@GMAIL.COM

LARA FASHION W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 36776010 or SUMON-
MD001234@GMAIL.COM

MOHAMMED UMER SHAIKH SERVICES W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 34228420 or DIMESNIONAL.STONES@
GMAIL.COM

SADIQ PUR CARGO SERVICES W.L.L has ava-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 38337233 or
AMNANABIL30@GMAIL.COM

UMAIR ALI COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of CARPENTER(DECOR),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
36539352 or UMAIRAMGAD9340@GMAIL.COM

BSB INDUSTRIAL CLEANING SERVICES
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation of
CLEANER(MACHINERY), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33848877 or RIZWAN.
SIDHU@YAHO00.COM

AL JADAYEL SWEET WATER & BEVRAGES
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36639399 or YSUBAIE@GMAIL.COM
KINGDOM ASPHALT COMPANY W L L has
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17466776 or ABDULLA@KINGDOM.BH

AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com

ZAM ZAM BUKHARI RESTAURANT has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(SALES),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39888023 or chshafiq581@gmail.com

FM BUILDING EQUIPMENT HIRING AND RE-
PAIRING has a vacancy for the occupation
of TECHNICIAN(MAINTENANCE), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33667545 or
RAZA4070@GMAIL.COM

EXCELLENT HETHERO CONTRACTING W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of STEEL
FABRICATOR, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17311146 or BIGBOSSVIP911@
GMAIL.COM

YASEEN AUTO SERVICES has a vacancy for
the occupation of CAR WASHER (GARAGE),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17553661 or ALIESSA68@GMAIL.COM

BALANCE HEALTH FOOD CO W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY /
FARRASH, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17003381 or BALANCEHEALTHBAH-
RAIN@GMAIL.COM

Uco Engineering W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of CARPENTER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17731717 or hr@bak-
group.net

ZHONGDEKANG CHINESE ALTERNATIVE
MEDICINE CENTER W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of ASSISTANT SERVICES TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact
32078866 or MELISSAQIAN552@GMAIL.COM

Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17749697 or se-
cure.me@live.com

ALWARDI TRANSPORT CO. W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17730626 or TURKI_
ALWARDI@HOTMAIL.COM

BMART MARKETING AND PROMOTION W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of PRO-
MOTER(COMMERCIAL), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33297332 or MASH-
FARE@YAH00.COM

G4S Secure Solutions Bahrain W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17714409 or mohamed.husain@
bh.gds.com

GUANGZHOU RESTAURANT MANAGEMENT
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation of
CHEF, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 35696988 or LULIYAN@GZ-BOHALCOM

Bu Ali Spice Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of COOK(PARTIES), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17240030 or hr@
bualigroup.bh

KINGDOM ASPHALT COMPANY W L L has
a vacancy for the occupation of ASPHALT
SPREADING-MACHINE OPERATOR, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17466776 or
ABDULLA@KINGDOM.BH

RANWA STONE CONSTRACTION has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 36361228 or ALI-
JMAAT6@GMAIL.COM

ZUHAN ELECTRONICS REPAIRING W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(SALES), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33221685 or MUHMMADSAL-
EEM0961@GMAIL.COM

ADNAN MAINTENANCE SERVICES CO BAH-
RAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
33282098 or KASAD2845@GMAIL.COM

Aqua Global Logistics W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39581236 or mgr.colrrrpOq88@aquaigllobal-
loipigistics.com

AL MAHABA ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENTS EST
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39816922 or ALMAHABA.
EST@GMAIL.COM

ALWARDI TRANSPORT CO. WLL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17730626 or TURKI_ALWARDI@HOTMAIL.COM

SANGLA HILL SERVICES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
37004845 or YASINALI.BH786@GMAIL.COM

Green and Red Contracting co.w.l| has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 37394031 or Nnafeesadil@
gmail.com

DAMIR AIR CONDITIONER REPAIR & SER-
VICES has a vacancy for the occupation of
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 39860099 or DAMIR.GROUPS@
GMAIL.COM

BAPCO REFINING B.S.C CLOSED has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of ELECTRICAL TECH-
NICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17704040 or recruitment@bapco.net

ALl EBRAHIM A.  ABDULSALAM (195446)
has a vacancy for the occupation of MAINTE-
NANCE CLERK, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33656333 or HGOOD8908@
GMAIL.OCM

Spurs face survival showdown,
Chelsea need top-four surge

AFP | London

elegation-haunted Tot-
tenham face a crunch

clash against fellow |

strugglers Nottingham Forest
as the fight for Premier League
survival reaches boiling point.

With leaders Arsenal and sec- |

ond-placed Manchester City
meeting in the League Cup final
on Sunday, the focus in the top
flight switches to the congested
race to qualify for the Champi-
ons League.

Here are three talking points
ahead of the weekend’s action:

Tottenham set for Forest
“final’

Tottenham defender Pedro
Porro admits Sunday’s show-
down with Nottingham For-
est will feel like a final as both
teams try to haul themselves out
of the relegation mire.

Igor Tudor’s crisis-torn
side are just one point above
fourth-bottom Forest, leaving
them with no margin for error
when Vitor Pereira’s men arrive
in north London.

Tottenham will slump into
the relegation zone if they lose
to Forest and third-bottom West
Ham win at Aston Villa on Sun-
day.

With only eight games left to
avoid the humiliation of playing
in the second tier for the first
time since 1977-78, Tottenham
can take heart from producing
their best display for weeks in a
3-2 win over Atletico Madrid on
Wednesday.

It wasn’t enough to save their
Champions League campaign
as they bowed out 7-5 on ag-
gregate, but Porro saw signs in
the Atletico game -- and last
weekend’s draw at Liverpool
-- that Tottenham have redis-
covered some rhythm just in
time.

“It gives you confidence for
what’s going to be like a final
on Sunday. We’ve had some bad

matches in the Premier League
to be honest, but the last one
against Liverpool, we came out
with a draw so we’re picking
up some good feelings again,”
Porro said.

“It’s tough, it’s not easy be-
cause nobody wants to be in this
position at this point.”

Tottenham’s current 12-game
winless run in the league is their
worst since 1935, while Forest
haven’t won in their last seven
top-flight matches.

Chelsea chase Champions
League return

Eliminated from the Champi-
ons League in chastening fash-
ion by Paris Saint-Germain this
week, Chelsea cannot afford to
lick their wounds for long as
they aim to secure a place in
next season’s tournament.

The Blues were crushed 8-2
on aggregate in the last 16 after
ameek 3-0 second-leg defeat in
a toxic atmosphere at Stamford
Bridge on Tuesday.

Tottenham’s players attend a training session (file photo)

Frustrated fans sang the
name of former owner Roman
Abramovich and jeered Liam
Rosenior’s decision to take
off Cole Palmer and Joao Pe-
dro, before many flooded to
the exits long before the final
whistle was greeted with more
boos.

Rosenior’s side are sixth in
the Premier League, winning
only one of their last five league
matches ahead of a difficult as-
signment at Everton on Satur-
day.

Chelsea need to bounce back
to keep pace with fourth-placed
Aston Villa, currently three
points ahead of them, and fifth-
placed Liverpool, who are one
point above the Blues.

At present, only the top four
are guaranteed to qualify for
the Champions League, but fifth
place is also likely to end up
making the competition based
on ‘European Performance
Spots’ to be awarded by UEFA.

Slot urges Liverpool to stay
focused

Revitalised by their demoli-
tion of Galatasaray in the Cham-
pions League, Liverpool travel
to Brighton on Saturday with
Arne Slot insisting they must
maintain the standards of that
4-0 rout.

Pressure has been mounting
on Slot following Liverpool’s
dismal title defence and a Eu-
ropean exit would have raised
the scrutiny on the Reds boss
even higher.

Liverpool’s dynamic display
at Anfield gave Slot a little
breathing space, but he knows
they must not lose focus in the
battle to qualify for next sea-
son’s Champions League.

“We have to try to find con-
sistency,” he said.

“We have had alot of setbacks
this season, a lot of times where
we have created chance after
chance without doing justice to
how we performed.”

Arsenal must prove they are winners
in League Cup final, says Arteta

AFP | London

ikel Arteta said Sunday’s

League Cup final against
Manchester City would be a
defining moment for Arsenal
as they seek to shed their tag of
“nearly men”.

The Gunners are on course
for an unprecedented quadru-
ple, nine points clear of sec-
ond-placed City in the Pre-
mier League and with favour-
able quarter-final draws in the
Champions League and FA Cup.

But after three consecutive
second-placed finishes in the
Premier League, Arteta ac-
knowledged his side have to
prove they can get over the line.

“It’s going to be one of the de-
fining moments because at the
end of the day it is about wheth-
er you win the trophy or not,”
the Spaniard said yesterday.

“That is the most important
thing once you get to the final.

“But in order to be there you
have to do a lot of things. There
are a lot of things the team has
done so far, but we need to prove
that point, that’s clear, and it has
to be done on the pitch.”

Arteta has transformed Ar-
senal’s fortunes since leaving

his job as Pep Guardiola’s assis-
tant at City to take charge at the
Emirates in 2019.

But he has won just one major
trophy during his reign -- lead-
ing his team to FA Cup glory
in 2020 at an empty Wembley
during coronavirus restrictions.

Guardiola said in his own
pre-match press conference his
relationship with Arteta had
changed over time, but played
down talk of any friction now

Arsenal’s English midfielder #10 Eberechi Eze (R) celebrates with teammates

they are title rivals.

The Arsenal boss said he is
forever grateful for the oppor-
tunity he had to learn alongside
Guardiola early in his coaching
career.

“The fact we are never togeth-
er and can never spend time
together is important in our re-
lationship, but it is not the most
important,” said Arteta.

“How I feel about him and the
time we had together and what

MIKEL ARTETA

he did for me, the inspiration
he’s been... that is never going
to change.”

Arteta hopes captain Martin
Odegaard and Jurrien Timber
will be fit enough for the Wem-
bley final after missing the 2-0
win over Bayer Leverkusen in
midweek due to injury.

And he refused to confirm
who would start in goal.

Guardiola said James Trafford
will keep his place for City in-
stead of number one Gianluigi
Donnarumma after starting all
his side’s domestic cup games
this season.

Kepa Arrizabalaga has played
most of Arsenal’s cup games,
but plays second fiddle to David
Raya in the Premier League and
Champions League.
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Vinicius, Real Madrid must prove

consistency in Atletico derby

Madrid struggle
with week-to-week
consistency

® Champions League
wins lift morale

Mbappe fitness
and role uncertain

Barcelona hold
four-point lead

AFP | Madrid

eal Madrid have a host of
R})rilliant players, includ-

ing winger Vinicius Jun-
ior, butboth he and the team as a
whole must prove they can play
consistently on Sunday against
Atletico Madrid in a La Liga der-
by clash.

Alvaro Arbeloa’s side dis-
patched Manchester City in the
Champions League last 16 with
two victories after entering the
tie as underdogs, and it could be
a turning point for their whole
season.

Under Xabi Alonso and then
Arbeloa from January, Real Ma-
drid have struggled to perform
in a reliable fashion week-to-
week.

French superstar Kylian
Mbappe, who returned from a
knee sprain on Tuesday against
City as a substitute, pointed it
out a few weeks ago.

“We have to be consistent,
that’s a problem we have to
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Real Madrid’s Brazilian forward #07 Vinicius Junior (R) runs in on goal as Manchester City’s Italian goalkeeper #25 Gianluigi

Donnarumma (L) looks on

solve, we can’t be good one day
and then the next day not, that’s
not what a champion team does,”
Mbappe said after Benfica rout-
ed Madrid in January in Lisbon.

Since then Arbeloa’s side
have moved up a gear, mostly
in Mbappe’s absence, with their
best outing of the season coming
in the 3-0 home win over Pep
Guardiola’s shellshocked Man
City last week.

In the return Vinicius Junior
netted twice as Los Blancos tri-
umphed 2-1in Manchester, with
the forward returning Arbeloa’s

faith in him.

The 25-year-old has upset
Madrid’s own fans at times this
season, becoming a lightning
rod for criticism, but they are
behind him now after a superb
start to 2026.

Madrid host rivals Atletico on
Sunday at the Santiago Bern-
abeu, aiming to stay in touch
with champions Barcelona, who
currently hold a four-point lead.

Hansi Flick’s side, who cruised
to a 7-2 win over Newecastle
in the Champions League on
Wednesday, host Rayo Vallecano

earlier on Sunday.

If Madrid can build on their
performances against City by
beating Diego Simeone’s Ro-
jiblancos, it will give them a
platform to build on after the
upcoming international break.

Los Blancos face a stern test
against Bayern Munich in the
Champions League quarter-fi-
nals and will be well positioned
in the Spanish title race, pro-
vided they emerge triumphant
against Atletico.

After a run of six goals in five
games, Vinicius’s scoring slowed

YOU

KNOW WHAT

Vinicius used his
brace against
Manchester City as
aresponse to last
season’s Ballon d’Or
taunts, turning fan
mockery into motiva-
tion during Madrid’s
crucial resurgence

down, failing to find the net in
the next four matches, until his
brace against City, assuaging
fears his form was dipping again.

During a run of 16 games in
the first half of the season Vin-
icius was frustrated in front of
goal and it contributed towards
Alonso’s early exit.

Arbeloa is also yet to prove
that the Brazilian and Mbappe
can line up together without
weakening Madrid as a whole,
despite their supreme individual
quality.

Against City, Madrid shone
as a unit, with Brahim Diaz
and Arda Guler contributing in
terms of work-rate and press-
ing, aspects of the game which
Mbappe in particular shuns.

Mbappe and Vinicius may
even face each other next week
when France take on Brazil in an
international friendly, but before

of the last 20 meetings
between Real Madrid and
Atletico ended in draws

then Arbeloa could pair them in
attack against Atletico.

Vinicius’s goals and celebra-
tions against Man City were an
answer to the Premier League
team’s fans mocking him with a
banner last season, referring to
Rodri beating the Brazilian to
the Ballon d’Or.

“Football is good for that, it al-
ways gives you another chance,”
said Vinicius.

Madrid have their own second
chance this season, with the past
fortnight defibrillating a cam-
paign that seemed to be faltering
again after back-to-back league
defeats by Osasuna and Getafe.

The Atletico clash may be
made easier by Simeone’s side’s
focus being firmly on the cup
competitions.

Third in La Liga, and 13 points
clear of fifth place Real Betis, a
top-four spot is virtually guar-
anteed.

Atletico will face Barcelona
in the Champions League quar-
ter-finals and Real Sociedad in
the Copa del Rey final, which are
their main chances of silverware
this season.

Forest survive shoot-out to reach
Europa League quarters, Villa advance

AFP | London

ottingham Forest reached

the Europa League quar-
ter-finals after Midtjylland
missed all three of their pen-
alties in the last-16 second-leg
shoot-out, while John McGinn
inspired Aston Villa’s 2-0 win
against Lille on Thursday.

Vitor Pereira’s Forest won 2-1
after extra-time at the MCH Are-
nain Denmark to level the tie at
2-2 on aggregate.

That set up the farcical shoot-
out as Midtjylland’s Cho Gue-
sung and Aral Simsir both hit
the post before Edward Chilufya
slipped and blazed over in the
shoot-out.

Morgan Gibbs-White, Ibra-
him Sangare and Neco Williams
converted Forest’s three kicks
to extend the club’s first Euro-
pean campaign since 1995-96,
when they reached the UEFA
Cup quarter-finals.

The Premier League strug-
glers will play Porto in the quar-
ter-finals after the Portuguese
outfit beat Stuttgart 2-0.

William Carvalho and Victor
Froholdt netted to clinch Por-
to’s 4-1 aggregate victory, with
Stuttgart’s Nikolas Nartey sent
off in the closing stages.

Admitting he needed his play-
ers to be “fresh mentally and
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French striker #09 Olivier Giroud

and physically”, Pereira prior-
itised Sunday’s vital clash with
relegation rivals Tottenham as
he made nine changes from last
weekend’s 0-0 draw against Ful-
ham.

Forest’s understudies rose to
the challenge and took the lead
in the 41st minute.

Climbing to meet Niko-
la Milenkovic’s flick, Nicolas
Dominguez craned his neck to
loop a header over Elias Olafs-

son from six yards.

Midtjylland were breached
again in the 52nd minute when
Ryan Yates lashed home from 25
yards before Martin Erlic’s 69th
minute reply for the hosts.

“It’s important, the energy
and spirit is different when we
win,” Pereira said.

“I don’t have any doubt that
we have the quality. We will
compete for our targets.”

At Villa Park, Unai Emery’s

side, defending a 1-0 first-leg
lead, went ahead in the 54th
minute with a perfectly execut-
ed route one move.

Emiliano Martinez launched
amammoth kick towards Jadon
Sancho and his pass across the
Lille penalty area was tucked
away with aplomb by McGinn.

It was the Scotland midfield-
er’s first goal since January 3 af-
ter two months on the sidelines
with a knee injury.

Celta stun Lyon

Leon Bailey’s 86th-minute
tap-in from Ollie Watkins’ pass
ensured Villa advanced to a Eu-
ropean quarter-final for a third
successive season.

Villa’s dismal run of two
wins from 10 Premier League
games, including Sunday’s 3-1
defeat at Manchester United,
has put their bid to qualify
for the Champions League in

jeopardy.

Yet they have thrived in con-
tinental action and Emery re-
mains in contention for a fifth
Europa League crown after win-
ning three times with Sevilla
and once with Villarreal, while
also reaching the 2019 final with
Arsenal.

Villa’s quarter-final oppo-
nents will be either Roma or
Bologna.

Wembanyama lifts playoft-
bound Spurs, Doncic and
James fuel Lakers

AFP | Los Angeles

Victor Wembanyama’s
game-winner lifted the
San Antonio Spurs to a 101-
100 triumph over Phoenix and
into the NBA playoffs Thurs-
day as the Los Angeles Lak-
ers kept up their postseason
push with an eighth straight
victory.

Luka Doncic scored 60
points and 41-year-old LeB-
ron James hit another NBA

milestone in style with a

19-point, 15-rebound, 10-assist
triple-double in the Lakers’
134-126 victory over the Heat
in Miami.

The Lakers’ surge has seen
them climb from sixth to third
in the Western Conference,
where second-placed San An-
tonio have now joined reign-
ing champions Oklahoma City
with their first playoff berth
since 2019.
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Liverpool suffer Salah blow in

chase for Champions League

Slot confirms Salah unavailable for Saturday as Reds seek top-five finish in Premier League

Mohamed Salah out
with muscle injury

® Will miss Liverpool’s
trip to Brighton

No timeframe
given for recovery

AFP | London

ohamed Salah will
miss Liverpool’s trip to
Brighton on Saturday

with a muscle injury -- a major
blow for manager Arne Slot as he
hunts a Champions League place
next season.

The Egypt forward was forced
off at Anfield on Wednesday af-
ter scoring in Liverpool’s 4-0
victory against Galatasary,
which sealed their place in
the quarter-finals of this year’s
Champions League.

In-form Salah, 33, has scored
in three of his past four starts
after an uncharacteristic lean
spell.

“It’s unusual,” Slot said at his
pre-match press conference yes-
terday. “As aresult of that I think
you can expect the outcome. So,
(he’s) not available for tomor-
row.”

Slot gave no timeframe for Sa-

Liverpool’s Egyptian forward #11 Mohamed Salah (C) is greeted by Liverpool’s coach Arne Slot (L) after being substituted

lah’s recovery.

“The good thing for Liverpool
and for us is that we go to an in-
ternational break,” he said.“The
bad thing for Egypt is that he
can’t go there.

“We are hoping also with what
Mo has shown in the past that
he can recover faster than other
players might in similar situ-
ations because he takes such
good care of his body. History

has shown that he can be earlier
back than some others.

“But it’s only two weeks until
we go again so let’s hope in that
period of time he can be back.”

Salah, who is rarely absent

Despite his reputation
for durability, Salah’s
rare injury comes just
as he rediscovered
form, scoring in three
of his last four match-
es after a mid-season
slump

through injury, is firmly back
in the fold at Anfield after a
dramatic fallout with Slot ear-
lier in the season, when he was
dropped for several games.

Despite his recent good form,
the Egypt forward has scored
just five Premier League goals
this season, compared with 29
in Liverpool’s title-winning cam-
paign in 2024/25.

Slot, whose team dropped val-
uable points in a 1-1 draw against
Tottenham last week, admitted
his side were not sharp enough
in attack.

“We’re struggling to score
goals,” said the Dutchman. “Not
that we don’t score them, but

ARNE SLOT

with all the chances we create,
it’s unbelievable that we don’t
score, especially looking at the
quality we have up front and
throughout the whole team.”

Liverpool are fifth in the Pre-
mier League, two points behind
fourth-placed Aston Villa, with
the top five teams almost cer-
tain to qualify for next season’s
Champions League.

Slot’s men face Manchester
City in the FA Cup quarter-fi-
nals on April 4 and will meet
defending champions Paris
Saint-Germain in the last eight
of the Champions League.

Swiatek stunned at Miami
Open by 50th-ranked Linette

Iga Swiatek of Poland returns a shot against Magda Linette of Poland

AFP | Miami

I ga Swiatek crashed out of the
Miami Open second round
Thursday as 50th-ranked fel-
low Pole Magda Linette fought
back for a 1-6, 7-5, 6-3 victory
over the six-time Grand Slam
champion.

Reigning Wimbledon cham-
pion Swiatek, who won the
Miami Open in 2022, suffered
her first opening loss at a tour-
nament since the 2021 WTA
Finals.

It’s just the latest disappoint-
ment for Swiatek, who was
eliminated in the quarter-fi-
nals at the Australian Open
and in the WTA 1000 events in
Doha and Indian Wells.

Although she was seeded

second in the elite combined
ATP and WTA hardcourt tour-
nament in Miami, Swiatek
dropped this week to third in
the world as Indian Wells fi-
nalist Elena Rybakina moved
up behind top-ranked Aryna
Sabalenka.

Swiatek’s compatriot
Linette had to dig deep after
Swiatek -- who won their last
encounter 6-1, 6-1 -- raced
through the opening set in 33
minutes.

But she stuck to her guns
and Swiatek double-faulted to
give Linette two break points
in the 12th game of the second
set, Linette forcing a third set
with a return winner.

Kane credits Kompany’s Bayern
‘evolution’ as treble beckons

AFP | Munich

arry Kane praised coach

Vincent Kompany’s role in
Bayern Munich’s evolution this
campaign as a history-making
season beckons for the German
giants.

Nine points clear of Borus-
sia Dortmund atop the table,
defending champions Bayern
host Union Berlin on Saturday

heading towards another Bun- |

desliga title.

With a German Cup semi-fi-
nal against Leverkusen and
Champions League quarter-fi-
nals versus Real Madrid in April,
Bayern could win a third treble
-- something no other European
men’s team has achieved.

Speaking after Bayern once
thumped Atalanta for a second
time on Wednesday, the Eng-
land captain pointed out how
early the former Manchester
City captain is in his develop-
ment, despite winning the Bun-
desliga title last season.

“In the way we play, we’ve
learned and evolved over the
last 12 months. I think a lot of
people forgot it was Kompany’s
first year last year,” Kane told
reporters at the Allianz Arena

Bayern Munich’s English forward #09 Harry Kane celebrates scoring (file photo)

late on Wednesday.

“We were still learning the
way he wanted to play, we were
still learning different ideas
from him. I think we’ve really
honed in on his ideas now, and
for sure we’re a better team this

year than we were last year.”
Long derided for a lack of
silverware, Kane said he was
relishing the pressure and the
spotlight big stage beckoned.
“Now it’s about proving it on
the big stage. We’ve had a fan-

tastic campaign in all compe-
titions so far, but as we know
and as we spoke about before,
April and May is when it really
counts.

“So we have to be at our high-
est level in those moments.”

With 93 goals in 26 league
games, Bayern are just eight
short of the all-time single Bun-
desliga season record of 101,
which they set in 1971-72.

Kane has 30 goals and is 12
short of breaking Robert Le-
wandowski’s single-season re-
cord, set in 2020-21.

Michael Olise is also on track
for a spot in the record books.
The one-time Crystal Palace
winger has 17 assists this cam-
paign -- five short of beating
Thomas Mueller’s all-time re-
cord.

With just two losses in 41
games in all competitions this
campaign, Bayern have been
cruising but the Bavarian giants
have not had it all their own way.

Against Union Berlin this
Saturday, Bayern will be with-
out the injured Musiala, Neuer
and Davies along with Nicolas
Jackson, Jonathan Tah and Luis
Diaz, all of whom are suspend-
ed.
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