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Putin warns new missiles could 
target ‘decision-making centres’

Moscow, Russia

President Vladimir Putin 
yesterday said Russia 
would have to deploy mis-

siles targeting “decision-making 
centres” if Washington sends 
missiles to Europe.

The announcement comes af-
ter the US said it would withdraw 
from a key Cold War-era arms 
treaty over what it said were 
Russian violations, prompting a 
mirror move from Moscow. 

“Russia does not intend to be 
the first to deploy such missiles 
in Europe,” Putin said during 
an annual state of the nation 
address. 

“If (the US) develops and de-
ploys them in Europe... this will 
dramatically exacerbate the in-
ternational security situation, 
creating serious threats to Rus-
sia,” he said.

“I’m saying this clearly and 
openly, Russia will be forced 
to deploy weapons that can be 
used... against the decision-mak-
ing centres that are behind the 
missiles systems which threaten 
us.”

He earlier accused Washing-
ton of using “far-fetched accu-
sations” to withdraw from the 
Intermediate-Range Nuclear 
Forces (INF) agreement.

Putin said he understood con-

cerns about the bilateral deal, 
namely that other countries 
could continue to develop weap-
ons that are banned for the US 
and Russia. 

“The current state of affairs of 
course raises questions,” he told 
the audience of lawmakers and 
celebrities.

“Our American partners 
should have been honest... and 
not use far-fetched accusations 
against Russia to justify their 
unilateral withdrawal from the 
treaty,” he added.

The United States has repeat-
edly accused Russia of violating 
the INF by developing banned 
weapons and this month Presi-

dent Donald Trump said Wash-
ington was starting a process to 
withdraw from the treaty.

In a tit-for-tat move, Putin 
said Moscow was also leaving 
the treaty and beginning work 
on new types of weapons that 
would breach the agreement.

Many analysts say aban-
doning the treaty effective-
ly signalled the start of a new  
arms race.

The INF deal was signed in 
1987 by then US president Ron-
ald Reagan and Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev and re-
solved a crisis over Soviet nu-
clear-tipped ballistic missiles 
targeting Western capitals.

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
delivers his annual state of the nation 
address in Moscow

Statues depicting US President Donald Trump and Russia’s Vladimir Putin as evil clowns parade on the first day of 
the 135th Nice Carnival which runs until March 2 with the theme “King of Cinema,” in Nice, French Riviera. Nice is 
celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Victorine Studios, the Mecca of the film industry on the Côte d’Azur, which 
since 1919 has welcomed many French and foreign renowned directors. The Nice Carnival is 6 carnival parades, by day 
or by night, made up of 17 floats and more than 1000 dancers and musicians from all over the world.
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Indian court orders tycoon to 
pay debt or go to jail
New Delhi, India

India’s top court told billion-
aire tycoon Anil Ambani yes-

terday he must pay his debts to 
Sweden’s Ericsson or go to jail, 
the latest twist in a saga that 
forced his telecom company 
to file for bankruptcy.

Ambani’s debt-laden Reli-
ance Communications is some 
$4 billion dollars in debt after 
a brutal telecom price war that 
pitched him against his broth-
er Mukesh -- India’s richest 
man -- and gripped the coun-
try’s business community.

Judges found Anil Ambani, 
59, had refused to pay tele-
com giant Ericsson 5.5 billion 
rupees ($77 million) as previ-
ously ordered by the Supreme 
Court.

They ruled the billionaire 
will be jailed for three months 
if 4.5 billion rupees are not 
stumped up within four weeks.

Ambani’s firm said it will 
comply with the ruling and 
pay the debt. Some 1.0 billion 
rupees have already been de-
posited with the court, which 

said the sum will be handed to 
Ericsson.

Earlier this year, Reliance 
Communications said it had 
decided to start insolvency 
proceedings after failing to 
sell assets to pay back lenders.

The dispute started when 
Ericsson sought to recoup 
16 billion rupees from Reli-
ance Communications. They 
reached a settlement last May, 
but the Indian company failed 
to meet the payment deadlines.

Anil Ambani

Trump signs ‘Space Force’ directive
Washington, United States 

President Donald Trump 
signed an order Tuesday 

outlining his vision for a new 
“Space Force” that could one 
day become a separate military 
branch on an equal footing to 
the Army and Navy.

Trump wants to create a space 
force to protect satellites, tackle 
vulnerabilities in space and as-
sert US dominance in orbit.

“We have to be prepared,” 
Trump told reporters after sign-
ing the directive.

“My administration has made 
the creation of a space force a 
national security issue.”

Space Force would be the 
sixth branch of the military 
alongside the Navy, Marine 
Corps, Army, Air Force and 
Coast Guard.

The order calls for Congress 
to draft legislation that would 
establish Space Force as a 
branch that falls under the Air 
Force, similar to how the Navy 
oversees the Marine Corps.

Defense Department spokes-
man Charlie Summers said the 

Pentagon would submit its legis-
lative proposal within the com-
ing weeks.

With the new directive, 
“Trump is posturing the Unit-
ed States to compete, deter, and 
win in a complex multi-domain 
environment characterized by 

great power competition,” Sum-
mers said in a statement.

The Air Force said a space 
force would work “to ensure 
unfettered access to, and free-
dom to operate in space, and to 
provide vital capabilities to joint 
and coalition forces.”

But the creation of Space 
Force is by no means a done 
deal, as it must be vetted and 
approved by Congress. 

Lawmakers and defense offi-
cials have reacted with skepti-
cism, wary of the cost and added 
bureaucracy.

US President Donald Trump shows his signature on the Space Policy Directive-4 (SPD-4) at the White House in 
Washington, DC.

Statue of US sailor kissing nurse 
vandalized with ‘#MeToo’
Washington, United State

A statue depicting the fa-
mous scene of a sailor 

kissing a woman in New York’s 
Times Square as people cel-
ebrate the end of World War 
II has been vandalized with 
red spray paint spelling out 
#MeToo.

The graffiti covers the an-
kle-to-knee area of the left leg 
of the woman being kissed, 
said police in Sarasota, Florida 
where the statue is on loan to 
the city.

The vandalism is believed to 
have been committed Monday, 
a day after the death of the sail-
or in the iconic photo, George 
Mendonsa, at the age of 95.

In that image, taken by pho-
tographer Alfred Eisenstaedt 
for Life magazine, Mendonsa 
is seen ecstatically bending 
over and kissing a woman in a 
white nurse’s uniform.

Eisenstaedt has described 
watching the sailor running 

along the street and grabbing 
any girl in sight.

The #MeToo arose to defend 
victims of sexual assault, har-
assment and abuse.

Sarasota police said there 
is no surveillance video from 
the area of the vandalism and 
or known witnesses. They 
estimated damage as costing 
$1,000 to fix.

Picture courtesy of BBC

Trump nominates 
successor to head of 
Russia probe
Washington, United States

The Trump administra-
tion announced Tues-

day it was nominating a suc-
cessor to deputy attorney 
general Rod Rosenstein, a 
move that confirms the de-
parture of the Justice De-
partment official who until 
recently oversaw the Russia 
probe. Rosenstein will be 
replaced by Jeffrey Rosen, 
the current deputy secre-
tary of the Department of 
Transportation, President 
Donald Trump’s spokes-
woman Sarah Sanders said. 
The decision is subject to 
confirmation in the Senate.

US media had previous-
ly reported Rosenstein 
planned to resign mid-
March. His departure was 
widely expected following 
the confirmation of new 
Attorney General Bill Barr 
last week.
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This handout photo from Rainbow Beach Towing shows a vehicle at Rainbow Beach swamped by waves in a large swell created by Cyclone Oma. Cyclone Oma 
intensified to a damaging category three storm, Australia’s Bureau of Meteorology said on February 20, warning that it could bring severe weather to the 
continent after hitting the Pacific Islands.
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Britain to strip IS 
teen of citizenship

London, United Kingdom

Britain will strip citizen-
ship from a UK teenager 
who joined the Islamic 

State group in Syria but now 
wants to return home with her 
newborn baby, a lawyer for her 
family said Tuesday.

Shamima Begum’s fate has 
stirred controversy since she 
and two friends fled London 
to join the terror network four 
years ago when she was aged 
just 15.

The case points to a dilemma 
facing many European coun-
tries, divided over whether to 
allow jihadists and IS sympa-
thisers home to face prosecu-
tion or barring them over secu-
rity concerns as the so-called 
“caliphate” crumbles. 

A lawyer for her family, 
Tasnime Akunjee, said on 
Twitter that they were “very 
disappointed with the Home 
Office’s intention to have an 
order made depriving Sham-
ima of her citizenship,” and 
that they were considering “all 
legal avenues”.

ITV News reported that the 
Home Office has sent a letter 
to Begum’s mother, received 
Tuesday, notifying the family 
of the decision which it said 
the teen had the right to ap-
peal. Britain’s Home Office re-
portedly believes that Begum, 
who is of Bangladeshi heritage, 
is entitled to claim citizenship 
there.  

“In order to protect this 

country, (the home secre-
tary) has the power to deprive 
someone of their British cit-
izenship where it would not 
render them stateless,” the 
Press Association reported the 
Home Office as saying, adding 
it would not comment on indi-
vidual cases. 

Begum is currently in a ref-
ugee camp in northeast Syria 
where she fled to escape fight-
ing in the east of the country 
along with hundreds of other 
people with links to IS. 

At the weekend she gave 
birth to her third child, and 
appealed to British author-
ities to show “compassion” 
by allowing her to raise the 
baby in Britain -- while ex-
pressing no regret over having  
joined IS.

She has previously given 
birth to two other children 
after marrying in Syria. Both 
children have died, apparently 
from illness and malnutrition.

“I’m afraid he might even 
die in this camp,” Begum said 
of her newborn. “I feel a lot 
of people should have sympa-
thy for me, for everything I’ve 
been through,” she told Sky 
News, adding that “I didn’t 
know what I was getting into 
when I left”.

However, in an interview 
with the BBC on Monday, she 
compared the Manchester 
Arena bombing to military 
strikes on IS strongholds, call-
ing the terror attack “retali-
ation”.

A video grab taken from CCTV, received from the Metropolitan Police Service 
(MPS) on February 23, 2015, shows shows (L-R) British teenagers Amira 
Abase, Kadiza Sultana and Shamima Begum at Gatwick Airport, south of 
London (file)
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Venezuela on alert
Suspends links with Curacao to block aid

Caracas, Venezuela

Venezuela’s military said 
Tuesday it was on alert 
at its frontiers following 

threats by US President Don-
ald Trump and suspended air 
and sea links with the island of 
Curacao ahead of a planned aid 
shipment.

Opposition leader and self-de-
clared interim president Juan 
Guaido has vowed to bring aid 
in from various points Saturday 
“one way or another” despite 
military efforts to block it.

But commanders doubled 
down on their allegiance to 
President Nicolas Maduro after 
Trump urged them to abandon 
him.

“The armed forces will re-
main deployed and on alert 
along the borders... to avoid 
any violations of territorial in-
tegrity,” said Defense Minister 
Vladimir Padrino.

R e g i o n a l  c o m m a n d e r 
Vladimir Quintero later con-
firmed media reports that Ven-
ezuela had ordered the suspen-
sion of air and sea links with 
Curacao and the nearby Neth-
erlands Antilles islands of Aruba 
and Bonaire.

Aid is being stored in Colom-
bia near the Venezuelan border 
and Guaido aims also to bring 
in consignments via Brazil and 
Curacao, wh9ich is off the coast 
of Venezuela.

A Brazilian presidential 
spokesman said the country was 
cooperating with the United 
States to supply aid to Vene-
zuela but would leave it to Ven-
ezuelans to take the goods over 
the border.

Maduro says the aid plan is a 
smokescreen for a US invasion. 
He blames US sanctions and 
“economic war” for Venezue-
la’s crisis.

 ‘No safe harbor’
Guaido, the 35-year-old lead-

er of the Venezuelan legislature, 
has appealed to military leaders 
to switch allegiance to him and 
let the aid through.

He has offered military com-
manders an amnesty if they 

abandon Maduro.
But the military high com-

mand has so far maintained its 
public backing for Maduro -- 
seen as key to keeping him in 
power.

“We reiterate unrestrictedly 
our obedience, subordination 
and loyalty” to Maduro, Padri-
no said.

Guaido posted a series of 
tweets calling by name on senior 

military leaders commanding 
border posts to abandon Ma-
duro.

He has branded Maduro il-
legitimate, saying the elections 
that returned the socialist lead-
er to power last year were fixed.

The United States and some 
50 other countries back Guaido 
as interim president.

Trump has refused to rule out 
US military action in Venezuela. 
He raised the pressure on Mon-
day, issuing a warning to the 
Venezuelan military.

He told them that if they con-
tinue to support Maduro, “you 
will find no safe harbor, no easy 
exit and no way out. You will 
lose everything.”

Padrino rejected Trump’s 
threat, branding the US presi-
dent “arrogant.”

If foreign powers try to help 
install a new government by 
force, they will have to do so 
“over our dead bodies,” Padrino 
said.

Venezuela’s deputy military 
attache at the UN announced 
Tuesday he was siding with 
Guaido.

“I declare myself to be in total 
and absolute disobedience to 

the illegally constituted govern-
ment of Mr. Nicolas Maduro,” 
Colonel Pedro Jose Chirinos 
said in a video posted on social 
media. 

Since Guaido declared him-
self interim president on Jan-
uary 23, he has received the 
support of an army colonel and 
an air force general, neither of 
whom actually have any troops 
under their command, a retired 
air force major general and a 
number of lower-level officers.

 ‘Pack of lies’ 
Despite sitting on the world’s 

biggest oil reserves, Venezuela 
is gripped by an economic and 
humanitarian crisis, with acute 
shortages of food and medicine.

It has suffered four years of 
recession marked by hyperin-
flation that the International 
Monetary Fund says will reach 
a mind-boggling 10 million per-
cent this year.

An estimated 2.3 million Ven-
ezuelans have left the country 
since 2015.

Guaido says 300,000 people 
face death without the aid but 
Maduro denies there is a hu-
manitarian crisis.

Venezuelan Defense Minister Vladimir Padrino (R) gestures surrounded by military men as he delivers a speech in Caracas

Shipments of food and 
medicine for Venezue-

lans suffering in the 
country’s economic crisis 

have become a focus 
of the power struggle 
between Maduro and 

Guaido.

An airplane silhouettes against the Super Moon in Nuremberg, southern 
Germany. Supermoons occur when the Moon’s orbit brings it to the closest 
point to Earth while the Moon is full. The Moon is 221,734 miles from Earth 
during the super snow moon, according to EarthSky, its closest full moon to 
Earth in 2019. The average distance between Earth and the Moon is 238,855 
miles.
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