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HISTORY
The first American novel, Wil-
liam Hill Brown’s “The Power of 
Sympathy” is published by Isaiah 
Thomas

Jawaharlal Neh-
ru’s Congress Par-
ty wins India’s first 

general election

Battle of Khe Sanh begins at the Khe 
Sanh Air Base, one of the most publicized 
and controversial battles of the Vietnam 
War

Fears of a possible US recession cause a Black 
Monday for global stock markets, European 

stocks suffer their worst result since 9/11, 
and Asian stocks drop as much as 15%
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Geopolitical shocks 
can - and must - be 

an opportunity for Eu-
rope. The seismic shift 
underway makes it both 
possible & necessary to 
build a new European 
independence. From se-
curity to the economy. 
rom defence to democ-
racy.Europe is gathering 
speed 

@vonderleyen

We prefer science to 
conspiracy theo-

ries, rule of law to rule of 
force, dialogue to threats. 
Nous préférons la science 
au complotisme, l’État de 
droit à la loi du plus fort, 
le dialogue aux menaces.

@EmmanuelMacron

The presence of mem-
bers of the family of 

His Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan during the UAE’s 
Year of Family lends spe-
cial significance to the 
visit. It reflects the en-
during bonds of trust and 
people-to-people ties 
between India and the 
UAE and reinforces con-
fidence in a bright future 
for our Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u The European Union 
yesterday  proposed banning the 
export of more drone and missile tech 
to Iran after a deadly crackdown on 
protesters, European Commission head 
Ursula von der Leyen said. “Europe 
stands in full solidarity with the brave 
women and men of Iran who are 
risking their lives to demand freedom 
for themselves and future generations,” 
von der Leyen wrote on X. “Today, we are 
proposing to ban additional exports of 
critical drone and missile technologies.” 
Von der Leyen said the EU was also readying 
other sanctions on those responsible for the 
“continued and brutal repression” of protests that rocked the Islamic Republic. 
The protests constituted the biggest challenge to the Iranian leadership in years.

u Actor and comedian Russell Brand appeared before a UK court 
Tuesday facing two new charges of rape and sexual assault. The two new charges 
against Brand, 50, were brought in December 2025 and relate to two alleged 
incidents with separate women in London in 2009. In May last year, he had 

already pleaded not guilty to two counts of rape, two 
counts of sexual assault and one count of indecent 
assault for alleged incidents involving four different 
women between 1999 and 2005. Appearing remotely 
via video-link wearing a partially buttoned pale blue 
shirt, Brand, the ex-husband of popstar Katy Perry, only 

spoke to confirm his name and his date of birth. He was granted conditional bail 
and is due to appear again in Southwark Crown Court in south London on February 
17 for a pre-trial hearing.

u California Governor Gavin Newsom urged 
Europeans yesterday to stop playing nice with US 
President Donald Trump over Greenland, “develop 
a backbone” and “punch him in the face”. In blunt 
remarks to reporters at the World Economic Forum 
in Davos, Switzerland, the prominent Democratic 
politician called Trump “weak” and said the European 
Union should “push back very aggressively” against 
the US leader. “He’s good at exploiting weaknesses, 
but he backs down when he’s punched in the face,” 
Newsom said. “You can’t play all sides. Enough of 
the niceties,” he added. “Stop trying to appease him. 
Fight fire with fire.” He called Trump’s bid to take over 
Greenland “madness” but said the US president would 
not try to seize it “militarily”. “This whole excursion 
in Greenland is absurd and people need to recognise 
what they’re up against and stand tall and firm, develop a backbone and speak 
with one unified voice. Punch him in the face,” Newsom said.
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The UNRWA compound was a 
prison during the time of the 

Ottoman Empire, and later 
became property of the Jor-
danian government, which 

subsequently transferred it 
to UNRWA.

KNOW WHAT

Israel begins demolitions 
at UNRWA headquarters

The compound has been empty of UNRWA staff since January 2025

• Roland Friedrich, 
the agency’s director in 
the West Bank, called 
the move political

• Israel has 
repeatedly accused 
UNRWA of providing 
cover for Hamas

• The Saudi 
foreign ministry 
voiced its “strongest 
condemnation” and 
expressed support 
for the UN agency.

• UNRWA’s Friedrich 
said the UN rejected 
the Israeli claim and 
insisted that the 
compound “remains 
United Nations property

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israeli bulldozers began dem-
olitions at the headquarters 
of the UN agency for Pales-

tinian refugees in east Jerusalem 
on Tuesday, in what the organi-
sation called an “unprecedented 
attack”.

UNRWA spokesman Jonathan 
Fowler said in a statement to AFP 
that Israeli forces “stormed into” 
the compound shortly after 7:00 
am (0500 GMT) and ejected secu-
rity guards from the site, before 
bulldozers entered and began 
demolishing buildings.

“This is an unprecedented 

attack against UNRWA and its 
premises. And it also constitutes 
a serious violation of internation-
al law and the privileges and im-
munities of the United Nations,” 
Fowler said.

“What happens today to UNR-
WA can happen tomorrow to any 
other international organisation 
or diplomatic mission around the 
world,” he added.

Roland Friedrich, the agency’s 
director in the West Bank, called 
the move political.

Friedrich told AFP “it seems 
the intent is to seize the land for 
settlement construction as has 
openly been stated by Israeli offi-
cials for many years in the media 
and elsewhere”.

The Ramallah-based Pales-
tinian Authority condemned 
the demolitions, warning of 
the “gravity of this deliberate 
escalation against UNRWA” and 
calling the move “an attempt to 
undermine the international pro-
tection system for Palestinian 
refugees”.

AFP photos showed heavy ma-
chinery demolishing structures 
at the compound, as an Israeli 
flag fluttered overhead.

An AFP photographer reported 
that far-right National Security 
Minister Itamar Ben Gvir briefly 
visited the site.

“This is a historic day, a day of 
celebration and a very important 
day for governance in Jerusa-
lem,” Ben Gvir was quoted as 
saying in a statement.

Israel has repeatedly accused 
UNRWA of providing cover for 
Hamas, claiming that some of 
its employees took part in the 
group’s October 7, 2023 attack 
on Israel, which sparked the war 
in Gaza.

A series of investigations, in-
cluding one led by France’s for-
mer foreign minister Catherine 
Colonna, found some “neutrali-
ty-related issues” at UNRWA but 
stressed Israel had not provided 
conclusive evidence for its head-
line allegation.

‘No immunity’
An Israeli foreign ministry 

statement defended the demoli-
tions and said “the State of Israel 
owns the Jerusalem compound”.

The compound in Israeli-an-
nexed east Jerusalem has been 
empty of UNRWA staff since Jan-
uary 2025, when a law banning 
its operations took effect after a 
months-long battle over its work 
in the Gaza Strip.

“UNRWA-Hamas had already 
ceased its operations at this site 
and no longer had any UN per-
sonnel or UN activity there,” the 
foreign ministry said.

“The compound does not enjoy 
any immunity and the seizure 
of this compound by Israeli au-
thorities was carried out in ac-
cordance with both Israeli and 
international law,” it said.

UNRWA’s Friedrich said the 
UN rejected the Israeli claim and 
insisted that the compound “re-
mains United Nations property 
and is protected by the privi-
leges and immunities of the UN, 
regardless of whether it is cur-
rently in use”.

Although the UNRWA ban ap-
plies in east Jerusalem because 
of its annexation by Israel, the 
agency still operates in the occu-
pied West Bank and Gaza.

UNRWA chief Philippe Lazza-
rini also denounced the dem-
olitions on X, saying it was yet 
another attempt by “Israeli au-

thorities to erase the Palestine 
Refugee identity”.

As the UN agency created 
specifically for the hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians dis-
placed from their homes during 
the creation of Israel in 1948, 
UNRWA provides refugee status 
registration, as well as health and 
education services for Palestini-
an refugees.

Along with refugee status, 
which is passed on through gen-
erations, comes the right of re-
turn, which Israel contests, and 
is one of the most contentious 
issues for a lasting peace between 
Israelis and Palestinians.

Months after the war in Gaza 
began in October 2023, Israeli 
authorities declared UN chief 
Antonio Guterres and Lazzarini 
personae non gratae in Israel.

Jordan’s foreign ministry 
“strongly condemned” the dem-
olition, calling it “a blatant viola-
tion of international law”.

The Saudi foreign ministry also 
voiced its “strongest condemna-
tion” and expressed support for 
the UN agency.

Machinery demolishing a structure inside the headquarters of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) in the Sheikh Jarrah neighbourhood of Israeli-
annexed east Jerusalem

UK approves plans for Chinese 
mega-embassy in London

AFP | London, United Kingdom

The UK government yes-
terday gave China the 

green light to build a “me-
ga-embassy” in the heart of 
London eight years after Bei-
jing bought the site, triggering 
fresh anger from residents and 
rights groups.

The 20,000-square-metre 
(235,000-square-foot) site is 
set to become the largest em-
bassy complex in the UK by 
area, and one of the largest in 
the centre of a Western capital.

But it could still face le-
gal challenges and residents 
vowed Tuesday to act.

Housing minister Steve 
Reed’s decision to grant plan-
ning permission came after 
several delays over national 
security concerns.

There have also been pro-
tests by activists who fear the 

sprawling site could be used to 
spy on and harass dissidents.

Reed said the decision was 
now final, barring a successful 
challenge in court.

A government spokesper-
son said intelligence agencies 
had helped to develop a “range 
of measures... to manage any 
risks”.

“Following extensive ne-
gotiations in recent months, 
the Chinese government has 
agreed to consolidate its seven 
current sites in London into 
one site, bringing clear secu-
rity advantages,” the spokes-
person said.

Security minister Dan Jarvis 
said China would continue to 
pose national security threats.

But he said after “detailed 
consideration of all possible 
risks around this new embas-
sy... I am assured that the UK’s 
national security is protected”

Hong Kong former veteran labour activist Christopher Mung Siu-tat (L) and 
Hong Kong activist Chloe Cheung (R) listen to others as they take part in 
a press conference concerning the decision on the new Chinese embassy, 
outside the Houses of Parliament in central London

UAE president accepts US 
invitation to join ‘Board of Peace’

A permanent seat costs $1.0 billion

• Charter does 
not seem to limit its 
role to the Strip

• If not paid, member 
countries will serve no 
longer than three years

AFP | Dubai, United Arab Emir-
ates

The UAE’s president has 
accepted an invitation to 
join US President Donald 

Trump’s “Board of Peace”, the 
foreign ministry said yesterday, 
the body meant to oversee post-
war reconstruction in Gaza.

The positive response comes 
amid controversy over the body, 
with Washington asking various 

leaders to sit 

on the Trump-chaired board on 
which a permanent seat costs 
$1.0 billion.

Although originally meant to 
oversee Gaza’s rebuilding, its 
charter does not seem to limit its 
role to the Strip, and appears to 
want to rival the United Nations.

“Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, President of the 

United Arab Emirates, has ac-
cepted the invitation from the 
United States to join the Board 
of Peace,” the ministry said in a 
statement.

The board’s charter, seen by 
AFP, says that member countries 
will serve no longer than three 
years, subject to renewal by the 
chairman.

However, the three-year 

restriction does not apply if 
they “contribute more than USD 
$1,000,000,000 in cash funds to 
the Board of Peace within the 
first year of the Charter’s entry 
into force”.

Emirati  Foreign 
Minis-
ter 

Abdullah bin Zayed said “the 
UAE’s decision reflects the im-
portance of fully implementing 
President Donald J Trump’s 
20-point peace plan for Gaza, 
which is critical for the realiza-
tion of the legitimate rights of 
the Palestinian people”.

The UAE also has a state min-
ister, Reem Al Hashimy, sitting 
on a subcommittee of the board.

The board is a key phase two 
element of a US-backed peace 
plan to end the war in Gaza, 
which came into force on Octo-
ber 10 last year.

China confirms invited to join Trump’s ‘Board of Peace’
AFP | Beijing, China

Beijing confirmed yester-
day that China had been 

invited to join US President 
Donald Trump’s “Board of 
Peace”.“China has received 
the United States’ invitation,” 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Guo Jiakun told a regular news 

briefing, without specifying 
whether Beijing would accept 
the invitation.

Guo said China-US relations 
had achieved overall stability 
in the past year, despite a trade 
war that saw both countries 
impose tit-for-tat tariffs on 
each others’ products.

“Over the past year, Chi-
na-US relations have experi-
enced ups and downs, but have 
maintained overall dynamic 
stability,” Guo told reporters.

“Cooperation between Chi-
na and the US benefits both 
sides, while confrontation 
harms both,” he added.

Heavy snow in US 
strands drivers in 
100-vehicle crash
Washington, United States

Law enforcement offi-
cials said Monday they 

were working to clear roads 
after a 100-vehicle crash oc-
curred on snow-blanketed 
roads in the northern state 
of Michigan.

Michigan State Police 
said numerous injuries 
were reported in the crash, 
with none "believed to be 
fatal," after big rig trucks 
and vehicles collided on 
the I-196 corridor, causing 
many vehicles to run off the 
road in "multiple slide offs."

The Monday morning 
incident included 30-40 
semi-trucks, piled up and 
blocking the typically busy 
interstate road, which re-
mained closed hours later.

Officials urged motorists 
to slow down in "treacher-
ous" conditions Monday, 
with a winter storm con-
tinuing to dump snow on 
the region and tempera-
tures expected to fall to -8 
degrees Fahrehnheit (-22 
degrees Celsius) including 
wind chill.

Displaced Palestinians live amongst the rubble and debris of homes and businesses destroyed by the Israeli military in over two years of military strikes on the Gaza Strip enclave, in Jabalia refugee camp, 
in the northern Gaza Strip

US warns against EU tariff 
'bazooka' over Greenland
AFP | Davos, Switzerland

The US trade envoy yes-
terday warned European 

nations against using its tariff 
"bazooka" in response to Pres-
ident Donald Trump's threat 
to acquire Greenland, saying it 
would "not be wise".

French President Emmanuel 
Macron in particular has urged 
use of the EU's anti-coercion 
instrument (ACI) after Trump 
threatened tariffs of up to 25 
percent on eight European 
countries.

"Every country is going to do 
what's in their national inter-
ests," US Trade Representative 
Jamieson Greer told a 

small group of journalists at the 
Davos summit.

"And those have natural con-
sequences," he said, adding that 
deploying the ACI "would not 
be wise" -- echoing comments 
from US Secretary Treasury 
Scott Bessent at Davos on Mon-
day.

The EU has never deployed 
the instrument, aimed at dis-
suading countries from exert-
ing geopolitical pressure on the 
bloc.

But even as some officials 
push for talks to de-escalate a 
crisis that has dominated the 
Davos summit so far, others 

are urging the EU 

to stand up to "blackmail" over 
the autonomous Danish ter-
ritory.

Asked about the US response 
if the EU deems Greenland 
"non-negotiable", Greer said 
"If that's the case, then so be it."

"What I've found is that 
when countries follow my ad-
vice, they tend to do OK. When 
they don't crazy things hap-
pen," he added.

Separately, US Commerce 
Secretary Howard Lutnick told 
European countries "to keep 
the pressure and temperature 
low" with regards to threats of 
retaliatory tariffs.

UN report 
declares global 
state of ‘water 
bankruptcy’
AFP | Paris, France

The world is entering 
an era of “global water 

bankruptcy” with rivers, 
lakes and aquifers deplet-
ing faster than nature can 
replenish them, a United 
Nations research institute 
said yesterday. 

It argues that decades of 
overuse, pollution, environ-
mental destruction and cli-
mate pressure had pushed 
many water systems so be-
yond the point of recovery 
that a new classification 
was required.

“Water stress and water 
crisis are no longer suffi-
cient descriptions of the 
world’s new water reali-
ties,” read a new report by 
the UN University Institute 
for Water, Environment 
and Health (UNU-INWEH).

T h e s e  t e r m s  w e r e 
“framed as alerts about a 
future that could still be 
avoided” when the world 
had already moved into a 
“new phase”, it said.


