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His Majesty welcomes four new ambassadors to Kingdom
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa welcomed 

the four new ambassadors and 
praised the strong relations be-
tween the Kingdom of Bahrain 
and their countries, noting the 
progress achieved in various 
domains.

He received the credentials of 
newly appointed ambassadors to 
the Kingdom during a ceremony 
held at Sakhir Palace.

The ambassadors are H.E. 
Hadi Hachem, Ambassador of 
the Republic of Lebanon; Nasser 
Abdullah Hassan Al Nasser, Am-
bassador of the State of Qatar; 
H.E. Gines Jaime Gallaga, Am-
bassador of the Republic of the 
Philippines; and H.E. Stephanie 
Hallett, Ambassador of the US.

Success
His Majesty wished them suc-

cess in their diplomatic missions 
to further develop relations and 
cooperation with the Kingdom 
of Bahrain.

The ambassadors extended 
the greetings and wishes of their 
heads of state to HM the King 
and for further progress and 
prosperity to the Kingdom and 
its people.

They expressed appreciation 
for the strong relations their 
countries enjoy with Bahrain 
across all sectors.

Officials
Attending the ceremony were 

His Highness Shaikh Abdul-
lah bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the 
Personal Representative of His 

Majesty the King; His Highness 
Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, Representative of His 

Majesty the King for Humani-
tarian Work and Youth Affairs 
and National Security Advisor; 
H.E. Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed 
Al Khalifa, Minister of the Royal 
Court; H.E. Dr. Abdullatif bin 
Rashid Al Zayani, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs; and H.E. Ma-
jor General Khalifa bin Ahmed 
Al Fadhala, the Chief of Royal 
Protocol.

The ambassadors had earlier 
arrived separately at Sakhir Pal-
ace, where they were received 
by the Chief of Royal Protocol 
and accorded the customary for-
malities for such occasions.

HM the King receives the credentials of H.E. Lebanon Ambassador Hadi Hachem (top); H.E. US Ambassador Stephanie Hallett (left); H.E. Qatar Ambassador Nasser 
Abdullah Hassan Al Nasser (right); and H.E. Philippines Ambassador Gines Jaime Gallaga (bottom)

HM the King wished 
the new ambassadors 
success in their diplo-
matic missions to en-
hance srelations and 
cooperation with the 
Kingdom of Bahrain.

Economic pillars
Over half a million expatriates hold valid work permits in private sector

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

The Ministry of Labour 
says 505,998 expat work-
ers are employed in Bah-

rain’s private sector under valid 
work permits, according to a 
written reply to MP Mohammed 
Al Rifai.

The ministry said employers 
in the commercial sector use 
2,582 job titles for expat staff, 
while the domestic work sector 
uses 13.

A sector breakdown showed 
the largest share in wholesale 
and retail trade and the repair of 
motor vehicles and motorcycles, 
with 124,503 workers.

C o n st r u c t i o n  e m p l oye d 
118,666, followed by accom-
modation and food services on 
63,881.

Manufacturing accounted for 
54,022 expat workers, adminis-
trative and support services for 

40,104, and professional, scien-
tific and technical activities for 
26,441.

Activities
The ministry said 18,101 expat 

workers were employed in per-
sonal services and repair activi-
ties, and 17,815 in transport and 
storage. Real estate activities 
employed 9,199 workers, while 
education accounted for 7,573.

Financial and insurance ac-
tivities employed 6,413, and in-
formation and communications 
6,302.

Human health and social work 
activities employed 3,684 expat 
workers, the ministry said, while 
3,428 worked in water supply, 
sewerage and waste manage-
ment, and 3,038 in agriculture, 
fishing and forestry. Mining and 
quarrying employed 1,507 work-
ers, and arts, entertainment and 
recreation 1,170.

Electricity, gas, steam and air 

conditioning supply accounted 
for 151.

Tenure
On job tenure, the ministry 

said 152,106 expat workers in 
the commercial sector had re-
mained with the same employer 
for more than five years.

It also gave figures for expat 
workers whose permits had 
expired but who had not left 

Bahrain up to October 2025, 
saying 11,437 were classed as 
commercial workers and 5,748 
as domestic workers.

Where an employer applies 
for a permit to recruit an expat 
worker from outside Bahrain, 
the ministry said approval is de-
layed for 21 days.

During that period, the em-
ployer must advertise the va-
cancy in local newspapers for 

seven days and interview Bah-
raini candidates.

Advertisements 
The ministry said the news-

paper advertisements are pub-
lished in Arabic to reach Bah-
rainis seeking work.

It added that it works with 
training bodies on initiatives to 
keep training and skills-build-
ing in step with labour market 
needs, and that it contacts em-
ployers to promote the hiring of 
Bahraini jobseekers.

Where an employer agrees to 
hire Bahrainis and the post is 
suitable, the ministry said the 
vacancy is posted on the Na-
tional Employment Platform to 
allow jobseekers to apply, as it 
continues work with relevant 
bodies on measures aimed at 
giving Bahrainis priority in em-
ployment and supporting bal-
ance and sustainability in the 
labour market.

MP Mohammed Al Rifai

The Ministry of Labour 
continues to work 

with relevant bodies 
on measures aimed at 
giving Bahrainis prior-
ity in employment and 

supporting balance 
and sustainability in 
the labour market.

HM King to join 
Board of Peace
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa has 

accepted an invitation from 
the US President Donald 
Trump to join the Board of 
Peace, the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs has announced.

The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs said the Kingdom of 
Bahrain’s decision reflects 
its commitment to support 
the full implementation of 
President Trump’s 20-point 
peace plan for the Gaza 
Strip, considering the im-
portance of the plan for pro-
tecting the legitimate rights 
of the Palestinian people.

The ministry also ex-
pressed HM the King’s ap-
preciation for the US Presi-
dent’s efforts to achieve sus-
tainable peace in the region 
and the world.

It expressed hope the 
Board of Peace will achieve 
its goals of promoting coop-
eration, supporting stability, 
and achieving development 
and prosperity for all.

Bahrain condoles 
with Pakistan
TDT | Manama

The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs expressed the 

Kingdom of Bahrain’s sym-
pathy and solidarity with 
Pakistan following a fire at 
a shopping center in the 
southern city of Karachi, 
which resulted in multiple 
deaths, injuries, and missing 
persons.

It conveyed Bahrain’s 
sincere condolences to the 
government and people of 
Pakistan, as well as to the 
families and relatives of the 
victims.
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HM King hails growing Bahrain-Lebanon relations
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa praised 

the strong fraternal relations 
between Bahrain and Lebanon, 
noting that bilateral coopera-
tion continues to advance across 
various fields in ways that serve 
mutual interests.

HM the King was speaking 
as he received His Excellency 
Ahmed Mohammed Hajjar, Min-
ister of Interior and Municipali-
ties of Lebanon, at Sakhir Palace 
yesterday.

The meeting took place dur-
ing the minister’s official visit 
to the Kingdom, during which 
he conveyed the greetings and 
appreciation of Lebanese Pres-

ident General Joseph Aoun, 
along with his best wishes for 
Bahrain’s continued progress 
and prosperity.

Greetings
His Majesty welcomed the 

Lebanese minister and asked 
him to convey his greetings and 
best wishes to President Aoun 
and the brotherly Lebanese peo-
ple, wishing them continued de-
velopment and growth.

During the meeting, HM King 
Hamad highlighted that such 
visits reflect the shared com-
mitment to strengthening coor-
dination and joint action, par-
ticularly in the security sector, to 
achieve common benefit.

He reaffirmed Bahrain’s stead-
fast support for Lebanon, em-

phasising its commitment to 
preserving Lebanon’s security, 

stability, unity, sovereignty, and 
territorial integrity, as well as 

safeguarding the interests of its 
people.

Gratitude
For his part, the Lebanese 

Minister expressed his deep 
gratitude for the warm welcome 
and generous hospitality. 

He commended Bahrain’s 
supportive stance toward Leba-
non under the leadership of His 
Majesty, praising its efforts to 
maintain Lebanon’s unity and 
security. 

H.E. Hajjar also reiterated 
Lebanon’s desire to further 
strengthen bilateral relations 
with Bahrain across multiple 
sectors for the mutual benefit of 
both countries and their peoples.

Labour collaboration
LMRA hosts GCC-East Africa Symposium on responsible recruitment and anti-trafficking

TDT | Manama

The Labour Market Regu-
latory Authority (LMRA), 
in cooperation with the 

International Organisation for 
Migration (IOM) in the Kingdom 
of Bahrain, and in partnership 
with the Executive Bureau of 
the GCC Ministers of Labour and 
Social Affairs, organised a two-
day Symposium on Responsible 
Recruitment and Combatting 
Trafficking in Persons.

The event, titled Fostering 
Collaboration between the Gulf 
Cooperation Council and East 
and Horn of Africa, took place 
on January 18–19, bringing to-
gether stakeholders to enhance 
cooperation and address critical 
labour and human trafficking 
issues.

The symposium brought to-
gether more than 120 partici-
pants from GCC countries and 
the East and Horn of Africa, 
including government officials, 
recruitment agencies, private 
sector representatives, and tech-
nical and vocational education 
and training institutions.  

Cooperation
Through interactive sessions, 

panel discussions, and network-

ing activities, the symposium 
aimed to strengthen cross-re-
gional cooperation to promote 
ethical and responsible recruit-
ment practices, advance decent 
work, enhance skills mobility, 
and reinforce safeguards against 

trafficking in persons.
In his opening remarks, His 

Excellency Nibras Talib, Chief 
Executive Officer of the Labour 
Market Regulatory Authority 
and Chairman of the Nation-
al Committee for Combating 

Trafficking in Persons, empha-
sised the importance of shared 
responsibility across recruit-
ment corridors, noting: “This 
symposium reflects our collec-
tive commitment to promoting 
ethical and responsible recruit-

ment practices, strengthening 
the protection of workers’ rights, 
and enhancing cross-border co-
operation.

“Combating trafficking in per-
sons requires addressing risks 
across the entire recruitment 

and employment cycle, recog-
nizing that such practices often 
originate in countries of origin 
or transit. Strengthening coop-
eration between the GCC and the 
East and Horn of Africa is essen-
tial to improving recruitment 
systems, enhancing worker pro-
tection, and advancing decent 
work in line with international 
standards.”

Skills
Mohammed bin Hassan Al 

Obaidli, Director General of the 
Executive Bureau, affirmed that 
GCC countries attach great im-
portance to aligning labour mar-
ket needs with workforce skills.

This includes investing in 
training, adopting objective pro-
fessional standards, and linking 
wages to competency and skills.

He added that these measures 
contribute to human capital de-
velopment and support path-
ways toward sustainable eco-
nomic and social development.

“Responsible recruitment 
builds trust and resilience across 
labour markets. By aligning re-
gional efforts with internation-
al frameworks, we can support 
ethical recruitment practices,” 
said Aishath Ihma Shareef, IOM 
Chief of Mission in Bahrain.

HM the King with H.E. Ahmed Mohammed Hajjar

‘His Legacy and Biography’ 
exhibition inaugurated
TDT | Manama

His Highness Shaikh Mo-
hammed bin Salman bin 

Hamad Al Khalifa yesterday 
inaugurated the exhibition “His 
Legacy and Biography”, dedi-
cated to His Highness Shaikh 
Mohammed bin Isa bin Ali bin 
Khalifa Al Khalifa, held at the 
Bahrain National Museum.

HH Shaikh Mohammed bin 
Salman affirmed the impor-
tance of documenting the lives 
of important figures that have 
contributed to the Kingdom’s 
development, led by His Maj-
esty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa and supported by the 
directives of His Royal High-
ness Prince Salman bin Hamad 

Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister, noting that 
these contributions are deeply 
rooted in the Kingdom’s long-

standing legacy.
He hailed the designation of 

2026 as the “Year of Isa Al Ka-
beer”.

HH Shaikh Mohammed bin Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa at the event

Manama declared Young Arab 
Entrepreneurs Capital for 2026
TDT | Manama

His Highness Shaikh Nass-
er bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 

Representative of His Majes-
ty the King for Humanitarian 
Works and Youth Affairs, at-
tended a ceremony organised 
by the Capital Governorate to 
mark Manama being named 
the Arab Young Arab Entrepre-
neurs for 2026, a designation 
approved by the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organ-
ization (UNIDO).

The event was also attend-
ed by Her Excellency Rawan 
bint Najib Tawfiqi, Minister 
of Youth Affairs, alongside a 
number of Their Excellencies, 
Their Highnesses, officials, and 

representatives of regional and 
international bodies focused 
on entrepreneurship and youth 
empowerment.

HH Shaikh Nasser said that 
Manama’s selection reflects the 
wise vision of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.

HH Shaikh Nasser attends the ceremony

Participants from GCC countries and the East and Horn of Africa



KNOW WHAT

The proposal calls for 
focused training for 
government staff on 

practical AI use.
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Digital governance
Parliament backs wider use of AI and digitisation of routine government services

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Automation moved a step 
closer in government 
yesterday after Par-

liament approved a proposal 
urging ministries to expand ar-
tificial intelligence use and dig-
itise routine services, with MP 
Hassan Ebrahim saying current 
use is still limited and must be 
turned into working systems.

The proposal, put forward by 
MP Hassan Ebrahim with Dr 
Hisham Al Ashiri, Jaleela Ala-
wi, Dr Ali Al Nuaimi and First 
Deputy Speaker AbdulNabi Sal-
man, calls for wider take-up of 
AI across ministries and public 
bodies, with more services han-
dled through automated systems 
to speed up transactions, cut 
paperwork and lower running 
costs.

Speaking during the sitting, 
MP Ebrahim urged ministries 
to stop treating AI as a side pro-
ject and push it into day-to-day 
work. 

“We must press ahead to-
wards generalising the use of 
AI technologies across minis-
tries and government bodies, 
through automating services 

and improving institutional per-
formance,” he said.

He told MPs the case for AI 
was not limited to faster queues 
and quicker replies.

“Expanding the use of AI 

would speed up transactions, re-
duce administrative and finan-
cial burdens, raise government 
performance, and strengthen 
integrity, transparency and the 
fight against corruption,” he 
said, adding that it can offer 
“greater financial protection by 
reducing human intervention 
and limiting potential errors”.

Hassan Ebrahim said the 
next phase should be hands-on 
use, with clear checks on what 
changes on the ground.

Capabilities
“The capabilities are there to 

move strongly into AI, but cur-
rent use remains limited, so we 

must shift from theory to actual 
and experimental application, 
measure the impact, and set an 
ambitious plan to integrate it 

into government plans and strat-
egies in the near and medium 
term,” he said.

The proposal argues that AI 
tools can also support oversight 
by spotting odd patterns in fi-
nancial activity and backing in-
ternal checks of public accounts, 
while service performance can 
be tracked through analysis of 
complaints and queries from 
the public.

It also points to uses in pub-
lic safety and municipal work, 
including smart cameras and 
visual analysis to help monitor 
public spaces, and traffic sys-
tems that read vehicle flows and 
adjust signal timings.

Skills
Supporters say success de-

pends on skills at home.
The proposal calls for focused 

training for government staff on 
practical AI use, backing for spe-
cialist hiring, and closer work 
with national universities and 
research centres on applied pro-
jects that fit Bahrain’s needs.

It also urges adding AI fields to 
scholarship plans to help build a 
pipeline of younger talent able 
to develop and run these sys-
tems.

Image used for illustrative purposes only

“Expanding the 
use of AI can offer 
greater financial 

protection by 
reducing human 
intervention and 
limiting potential 

errors.” 
— MP HASSAN EBRAHIM

BD50 fine 
over fight 
upheld

• Row sparked by 
misunderstanding

• Argument 
developed into 
fistfight

Rehab Mohammad 
TDT | Manama

A misunderstanding be-
tween two individuals 

escalated into a physical 
altercation, ending with 
both being fined BD50 by 
the Court of First Instance, 
a ruling later upheld by the 
High Criminal Court of Ap-
peal and finally confirmed 
by the Court of Cassation.

The first appellant had 
challenged the fine imposed 
on him, but the court reject-
ed his appeal after estab-
lishing that the assault was 
mutual and did not result in 
injuries causing incapacity 
for more than 20 days.

The incident occurred 
when a dispute arose while 
the first defendant was 
inside his vehicle. The ar-
gument quickly developed 
into a fistfight, resulting in 
minor injuries to both par-
ties and their conviction by 
all levels of the courts.

Bahrainisation in primary 
healthcare hits 100% rate 
• 88% doctors in 
government hospitals 
are Bahrainis

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Health Minister, Her Ex-
cellency Jaleela bint Al 

Sayed, told MPs yesterday that 
the government is widening 
training and hiring routes for 
Bahraini doctors and nurses, 
citing full Bahrainisation across 
health centres and primary care 
and an estimated 88 per cent 
Bahraini share of doctors in 
government hospitals.

Speaking during the parlia-
mentary sitting in reply to re-
marks by MP Abdulnabi Salman, 
H.E. Al Sayed said the Ministry 
of Health was putting its weight 
behind Bahraini staff to keep 
the health system sustainable.

“We focus on investing in na-
tional cadres to ensure the sus-
tainability of the health system 

through the hands of the people 
of this country,” she said.

She said the current legis-
lative term had delivered a 
change in frontline staffing.

“The Bahrainisation of jobs 
in health centres and prima-
ry healthcare facilities has 
reached 100 per cent, and Bah-
raini doctors now account for 
around 88 per cent of doctors 
in government hospitals,” she 
told the chamber.

Al Sayed said the work was 
being driven through coop-

eration between Parliament, 
the government and executive 
bodies, and that initiatives 
launched since the start of the 
term were aimed at widening 
job routes for Bahrainis.

She pointed to a sharp rise in 
training places, from 83 doctors 
targeted for residency train-
ing in 2023, supported by the 
Labour Fund (Tamkeen), to 
more than 700 training and job 
opportunities across 2024 and 
2025 through residency and 
fellowship programmes. The 
push also covered nursing.

H.E. Jaleela bin Al Sayed Abdulnabi Salman, first deputy 
speaker 

BD1,000 cap for witness evidence in civil cases approved
Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

A proposal to expand the use 
of witness testimony in 

lower-value civil disputes was 
approved by Parliament yes-
terday, lifting the ceiling from 
BD500 to BD1,000.

The change amends the Law 
of Evidence in Civil and Com-
mercial Matters issued by Leg-
islative Decree No. 14 of 1996.

Articles 61 and 62 were re-
placed so that, in non-commer-
cial cases, witness testimony 

can be used to prove the exist-
ence or ending of a legal trans-
action up to 1,000 dinars.

H.E. Nawaf Al Maawda MP Mohammed Al Refai
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Supply freedom
MPs approve urgent move to end monopoly in essential medicine distribution

• Prioritising citizens’ 
health and ensuring 
market stability

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Parliament approved an 
urgent recommendation 
yesterday calling for fast 

steps to end monopoly control 
over the supply and marketing 
of essential, life-saving medi-
cines and to widen sourcing to 
strengthen national pharmaceu-
tical security.

The proposal was put forward 
by MP Abdulwahid Abdulaziz 
Qarata, who said MPs were fol-
lowing the pressures linked to 
keeping key medicines available 
in the local market.

He warned that giving a sole 
agency or supply route for some 
medicines to one source can 
put continuity of treatment at 
risk, expose patients to harm, 
and create choke points in the 
medicines market that affect the 
buying power of both citizens 
and the state.

Recommendation
In its text, the recommenda-

tion cited Article 68(a) of the 
Constitution and Articles 127 
and 128 of the Council of Rep-
resentatives’ rules of procedure, 
which allow MPs to submit writ-
ten recommendations to the 

Government on matters of pub-
lic concern.

It described the file as having 
direct implications for citizens’ 
health and for market stability, 
and asked that it be placed on 
the chamber’s agenda for de-
bate and a vote at the earliest 

opportunity.
The proposal said depend-

ence on a single supplier can 
lead to shortages or interrup-
tions if supply is disrupted for 
technical, logistical or commer-
cial reasons, with knock-on ef-
fects across the Kingdom.

It also argued that limited 
competition can lead to unfair 
pricing practices and higher 
costs for patients, while add-
ing pressure to public health 
spending.

Emergencies
MPs said the issue takes on 

extra weight during crises and 
emergencies, when access to 
key medicines becomes a matter 
of national security.

The proposal also said mo-
nopoly models can conflict with 
fair-competition principles and 
international agreements aimed 
at ensuring access to healthcare.

The recommendation was 
submitted by Abdulwahid Qara-
ta alongside Bader Al Tameemi, 
Hassan Ebrahim, Mohammed 
Al Rifai and Jameel Mulla Has-
san.

Image used for illustrative purposes only

“Giving a sole agency 
or supply route for 

some medicines 
to one source can 
put continuity of 

treatment at risk, 
expose patients to 
harm, and create 

choke points in the 
medicines market.” 

— MP ABDULWAHID QARATA 

Health staffing row 
over vacant clinic 
rooms and idle doctors
Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

Vacant clinic rooms and 
trained doctors without 

posts dominated a parliamen-
tary exchange yesterday, as 
MP Jaleela Alawi pressed the 
Health Ministry on staffing 
gaps, promotion routes and 
how it works out consultant 
numbers.

Alawi said the ministry’s 
reply to her parliamentary 
question on consultant and 
non-consultant doctors in 
public hospitals and health 
centres left out key detail 
needed to judge staffing needs.

“Of course every point in the 
question was deliberate and 
had a purpose and meaning,” 
she told the Council of Repre-
sentatives. “We want answers 
because we want to know the 
real situation, as the ministry 
did not address many of the 
details.”

Promotions
She said the reply did not 

show the latest promotions 
doctors had received or the 
career ceiling for each post, 
and that it relied on general 
remarks about increasing con-
sultant numbers without ex-
plaining how current doctors 
would be moved to consultant 
grade, or what the ministry’s 
staffing need was.

“A parliamentary question 
is a tool through which we 
extract the remedy and lay 
the groundwork for effective 
treatment, and the Ministry of 

Health’s reply was not, unfor-
tunately, satisfactory,” she said.

Alawi pointed to dentistry 
and family medicine as exam-
ples.

Figures
She said the ministry ’s 

figures showed a mismatch 
between the number of den-
tists and the number of dental 
rooms, and asked if there was 
a plan to staff each room with 
two to three dentists.

The lawmaker also referred 
to dentists trained through 
Tamkeen placements who had 
worked in health centres for 
four years and, she said, helped 
cut appointment waits from 
six months to two weeks.

She also questioned a split in 
training routes.

Benefits
Some trainees, she said, 

were ministry employees with 
full employment benefits, in-
cluding pension cover, while 
others were on the Tamkeen 
scheme with different grades 
and pay.

MP Jaleela Alawi

Parliament approves expat ID cards linked to residency length
Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

Parliament approved yester-
day an amendment tying ex-

pat ID card validity to the length 
of legal residency, pushing it 
through despite a recommenda-
tion from Parliament’s Foreign 
Affairs, Defence and National 
Security Committee to reject the 
proposal in principle.

MPs also voted down a mo-
tion to postpone the discussion, 
keeping the bill on the day’s 
agenda before approving it at 
the sitting.

The change amends Article 
3 of Law No. 46 of 2006 on the 
ID Card by adding a paragraph 
stating that, “in all cases”, a 
non-Bahraini’s ID card must not 
remain valid beyond the period 
of residence in Bahrain.

Justice Minister, His Excel-

lency Nawaf Al Maawda, told 
MPs that fees were not fixed, 
saying they were “always under 
review”, and adding that the ID 
card fee “will be reviewed” to 
ensure it covers the real cost.

He urged MPs to distinguish 
between carrying an ID card and 
holding a valid residence per-
mit, warning that anyone dealing 
with a person whose residency 
has expired faces consequences, 

and that banks and institutions 
are held to account through La-

bour Market Regulatory Author-
ity procedures.

“Has any harm fallen on em-
ployers from carrying the card?” 
he asked.

Second deputy speaker Ahmed 
Qarata backed the bill’s aims 
but said the discussion exposed 
confusion over which body is 
responsible for deactivating an 
expat’s ID card once residency 
ends.

He said there was “a lack of 
clarity” in the replies of relevant 
agencies, pointing to differing 
roles cited for the Central Bank 
of Bahrain, the Information and 
eGovernment Authority, and the 
Labour Market Regulatory Au-
thority (LMRA).

Qarata also questioned claims 
that linking ID validity to resi-
dency would drive up operating 
costs, saying: “Issuing an ID card 
for a month or a year does not 
seem to create extra costs,” and 
calling for a clearer explanation.

MP Jalal Kadhem said the 
measure was needed to close 
what he described as a legal gap 
created when an expatriate is 
issued an ID card valid for five 
years while the residence permit 
may be limited to two years.

He argued that aligning the 
validity periods would strength-
en labour-market discipline, pre-
vent ID cards from being used 
after residency expires, and gen-
erate additional revenue without 
placing any financial burden on 
citizens.

He cited an expatriate popu-
lation of about 850,000 and esti-
mated the resulting lost income 
at around BD8.5 million. 

Kadhem also criticised what 
he described as the state absorb-
ing a BD4 loss per card, noting 
that the fee charged is BD10 
while the actual operating cost 
is BD14.

MP Jalal Kadhem H.E. Nawaf Al Maawda Ahmed Qarata

“Anyone dealing with a person whose residency 
has expired faces consequences, and that 
banks and institutions are held to account 

through Labour Market Regulatory Authority 
procedures.” 

 — H.E. NAWAF AL MAAWDA, JUSTICE MINISTER 

Push to expand housing for vulnerable women
Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

Parliament approved by ma-
jority vote a proposal calling 

for an increase in the number 
of housing units allocated to 
women classified under Cate-
gory Five of the national hous-
ing system, including divorced, 
abandoned, widowed and un-
married women, during debate 
on a report submitted by the 
Public Utilities and Environ-
ment Committee.

The proposal relates to Ar-

ticle 4 of Decision No. 909 of 
2015 on the housing system 
and was submitted by several 
MPs, seeking to address what 
was described as a growing gap 
between existing housing al-
locations and the real needs of 
vulnerable women lacking fam-
ily support.

Support
MP Basma Abdulkarim Mubar-

ak said the proposal reflects the 
reality faced by many women 
living without family backing or 
secure accommodation.

She told MPs that divorced, 
widowed and unmarried wom-
en often endure daily psycho-
logical and social pressure due 
to housing insecurity, which 
she said threatens dignity and 
personal safety.

The lawmaker stressed that 
housing should be viewed as a 
form of protection and stabil-
ity rather than a social luxury, 
warning that delays in providing 
accommodation for this cate-
gory create a hidden social risk 
that does not always appear in 
official reports.MP Basma Abdulkarim Mubarak 

Court dismisses pre-sale 
utility charges claim
Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

A Bahraini man who bought 
a laundry business two 

years ago has been cleared of 
a BD6,652 claim for electricity 
and water charges after the 
High Civil Court ruled the case 
was not accepted against him 
and that the claim itself was 
too old to be heard.

The claim related to charges 
linked to the laundry premises 

for October 2016 to July 2017, 
years before the man took over 
the business.

A social centre that owns the 
building sued both the former 
laundry owner and the current 
owner, seeking payment said 
to cover use of the unit, includ-
ing water costs.

The court ruled the new 
owner cannot pursue claims, 
as the agreement’s rights and 
obligations apply only to orig-
inal parties.
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A house that refuses to leave
Beit Al Qusair stands out as last surviving family home in Manama’s old streets

Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

In the heart of Manama, Beit 
Al Qusair stands quietly as 
the city moves on around it.

Towers have risen, old streets 
have shifted, and neighbour-
ing homes have vanished. This 
house did not.

It remains the last surviving 
home of the family in the area, 
holding its ground with a calm 
certainty that modern concrete 
cannot imitate.

It is not preserved as a monu-
ment but lived with as memory, 
habit, and meaning.

History
The house carries time in lay-

ers.
One section was built around 

150 years ago, the other nearly 
90 years later, each reflecting 
a different chapter of Bahrain’s 
past.

Both were constructed using 
traditional Bahraini techniques, 
with wooden doors and win-
dows crafted from materials no 
longer used today.

Inside, the house breathes 
gently through its original fea-
tures, including a ceiling fan 
that has turned for more than a 
century, circling above conversa-
tions that have long since passed.

Majlis
For generations, Beit Al Qusair 

was known for its open doors. 
Separate majlis spaces for men 
and women formed the social 
heart of the house, shaping daily 

life within its walls.
In earlier years, the men’s ma-

jlis welcomed visitors every sin-

gle day, offering a place to talk, 
listen, and belong.

Today, the tradition continues 

more quietly, with gatherings 
held twice a week on Mondays 
and Thursdays, steady rather 

than fading.

Ramadan
Ramadan brought a different 

rhythm.
The majlis once filled every 

evening with guests arriving for 
iftar, turning the house into a 
shared table for the community.

That same authenticity later 
drew television producers, who 
used the house as a filming loca-
tion for Ramadan programmes, 
relying on its real atmosphere to 
tell Bahraini stories without sets 
or staging.

Family
Permanent living in the house 

ended after the Covid pandemic, 
when the last brother moved 
elsewhere.

Yet the house never became 
empty. It remained a meeting 
point, drawing brothers, sisters, 
sons, and daughters together 
week after week.

Today, the family gathers once 
a week, fewer days perhaps, but 
with the same emotional weight.

In a special interview with The 
Daily Tribune, a family member 
reflected on the commercial life 
that once flowed through the 
house. His father was a trader 
who imported the first Marconi 
radio sets into Bahrain and dis-
tributed them locally.

He later worked in marine 
engines and agricultural water 
pumps, using boats to move 
goods and passengers from large 
ships to the local port.

The family also traded bicy-
cles and motorcycles, importing 
and re-exporting them across 
the Gulf, linking the house to a 
wider regional economy.

Beit Al Qusair does not seek 
attention.

It simply remains, doing what 
it has always done, holding peo-
ple together long after the city 
around it has changed.

Modern walls rise but Beit Al Qusair stands to carry memory within

KNOW WHAT

Beit Al Qusair quietly 
endures, preserving 
human connection 
and memory as the 

surrounding city trans-
forms around it.

MPs push for 
youth centre 
in Janabiya
• Population 
on the rise

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Janabiya could get a youth 
centre under an urgent re-

quest submitted to Parliament, 
with the sponsors asking that 
it be raised in Parliament and 
sent to the Government after 
approval. 

The proposal was filed un-
der Article 68 of the Constitu-
tion and Article 128 of Parlia-
ment’s rules of procedure.

It is signed by MP Munir Se-
roor, MP Lulwa Al Rumaihi 
and MP Hamad Al Doy, along 
with Hassan Ebrahim and Ali 
Al Nuaimi.

In an accompanying mem-
orandum, the sponsors point 
to a rise in Janabiya’s popula-
tion linked to building growth 
and an influx of residents from 
across Bahrain.

They place particular weight 
on South Janabiya, where per-
mits for apartment buildings 
have added to the area’s head-
count.

They argue that the area still 

lacks a dedicated youth centre, 
despite what they describe as 
a growing youth cohort and a 
range of talents.

A centre, they say, would 
offer a place to build life and 
work skills, encourage volun-
teering and responsibility, and 
give young people structured 
activities.

The memorandum adds that 
regular participation in youth 
programmes can build con-
fidence, help prepare young 
people for future leadership 
roles, and support social ties 
by strengthening identity and 
a sense of belonging.

MP Munir Seroor

Remote litigation 
service activated
• Part of government 
effort to boost service 
development

Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

As part of ongoing govern-
ment efforts to enhance 

service quality and reengineer 
procedures, the Ministry of 
Justice, Islamic Affairs and 
Endowments has announced 
the activation of the remote 
litigation service, with imple-
mentation beginning at the 
High Commercial Courts and 
the Urgent Matters Court as 
the first phase of the project.

The Ministry explained that 
the remote litigation service 
allows litigants to attend court 
hearings remotely on an op-
tional basis, offering greater 
flexibility in choosing how to 
participate in judicial sessions.

It noted that the service con-
tributes to faster and smoother 
procedures by reducing the 
time and effort associated with 
physical court attendance, 
while enabling case follow-up 
from any location.

This, in turn, enhances judi-
cial efficiency and accelerates 
the resolution of cases.

The Ministry added that the 
service provides an integrated 
digital management system 

for court hearings, including 
the electronic display and ex-
change of documents during 
sessions, as well as live lis-
tening to pleadings from all 
parties, ensuring continuity of 
judicial procedures with effi-
ciency and effectiveness.

It further emphasized that 
electronic hearings are con-
ducted under the full super-
vision of the competent judge, 
ensuring compliance with le-
gal procedures, safeguarding 
the rights of all litigants, and 
upholding the principles of 
justice and transparency.

The Ministry stressed that 
the remote litigation service 
strengthens access to justice 
by offering a flexible solution 
suitable for various segments 
of society and by facilitating 
litigation procedures for busi-
ness owners, companies, and 
individuals.

KNOW WHAT

The system also pro-
vides a secure login 

mechanism through the 
upgraded Electronic 

Key (2.0).

Two jailed for drug 
trafficking through 
‘dead drop’ method
• 15 years each 
for defendants 

Rehab Mohammad 
TDT | Manama

The High Criminal Court 
sentenced the first and 

second defendants to 15 years 
in prison each, fined them 
BD5,000 each, ordered their 
deportation upon completion 
of the sentence, and confiscat-
ed the seized items.

The incident dates back to 
6:30 a.m., when a police of-
ficer, after completing his shift, 
was heading to his residence in 
the Ras Rumman area.

He noticed the two defend-
ants acting suspiciously, ap-
pearing to distribute narcot-
ics using the so-called “dead 
drop” method.

One of them was placing an 
object while the other was us-
ing his mobile phone as if re-
cording the location, prompt-
ing the officer to stop them.

Location
The officer identified him-

self, seized their phones, and 
found photos on one device 
marked with arrows pointing 
to the photographed location.

Upon searching them, he 

discovered 24 small wraps 
in their pockets containing a 
crystalline substance believed 
to be shabu. The defendants 
and the seized items were then 
handed over to the Gudaibi-
ya Police Station and the An-
ti-Narcotics Directorate.

A captain from the Anti-Nar-
cotics Directorate later took 
custody of the defendants and 
transferred them to their resi-
dence, as they had been caught 
in flagrante delicto.

A search of their home un-
covered a dark-colored sub-
stance, a bag containing a crys-
talline material suspected to be 
shabu, and two sensitive scales 
found in their bedroom.

Network
Investigations revealed that 

the defendants were part of an 
organized criminal network 
involved in importing narcot-
ics and psychotropic substanc-
es for financial gain, operating 
through the “dead drop” distri-
bution method.

Their role was identified as 
key distributors responsible 
for receiving smuggled quan-
tities, storing, dividing, and 
promoting them in coordina-
tion with others, in return for 
payment.

The seized substances in-
cluded hashish and shabu.
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Trump has threatened 
to hit six EU countries 

-- including power-
houses France and 

Germany -- with tariffs 
for not going along 
with his demand to 
get Greenland.

KNOW WHAT

NBB recognises excellence and 
dedication @ First Townhall of 2026

Manama

The National Bank of Bah-
rain (NBB) held its first 
Townhall of 2026, bring-

ing together employees for an 
engaging session led by Group 
Chief Executive Officer, Usman 
Ahmed, who shared key busi-
ness updates and strategic pri-
orities for the new year. 

The event also featured the 
presentation of the Group CEO 
Awards, recognising team mem-
bers for exemplifying NBB’s core 
Values, operational Excellence, 
and outstanding customer ser-
vice. A Long Service Awards cer-
emony was also held to honour 
employees for their enduring 
commitment and contribu-
tions to the Bank’s continued  
success.

EU parliament to freeze approval 
of US trade deal: lawmakers

The parliament was planning a vote in the coming weeks on removing tariffs

• The warning shot 
from the European 
Parliament comes as the 
27-nation bloc weighs 
how hard to hit back

AFP | Strasbourg, France

EU lawmakers have agreed 
to hold off ratifying a key 

trade deal with the Unit-
ed States following Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s tariff 
threats over Greenland, the 
main political groups said  
yesterday. 

The warning shot from the 
European Parliament comes as 
the 27-nation bloc weighs how 
hard to hit back if Trump fol-
lows through against Washing-
ton’s long-standing allies.

The parliament was planning 

a vote in the coming weeks on 
removing tariffs on US industrial 
goods as part of the agreement.

A delay does not sink the deal, 
agreed in July with Trump after 
months of intense wrangling 
that saw Washington slap 15 
percent tariffs on EU goods.

But by suspending approv-
al it does send a strong mes-
sage of discontent to the White 
House that EU lawmakers ar-
gued would unnerve American 
businesses.

“It is an extremely powerful 

lever -- I don’t think companies 
would agree to give up the Eu-
ropean market,” Valerie Hayer, 
president of the centrist Renew 
group, told journalists.

EU leaders are set to hold an 
emergency summit in Brussels 
Thursday evening over the US 
threats against Denmark’s au-
tonomous territory Greenland.

The bloc is weighing different 
responses if Trump does not 
back down, including putting 
last year’s trade deal on hold and 
hitting the United States with 

93 billion euros ($108 billion) 
in tariffs.

The package of retaliatory 
tariffs was agreed at the height 
of the EU-US trade standoff last 
year, but was ultimately sus-
pended until February 6 to avoid 
all-out trade war.

Beyond that, French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron is 
pushing to unleash the bloc’s 
potent anti-coercion trade 
instrument to use in case 
Trump makes good on his t 
hreats.

European Parliament President Roberta Metsola arrives prior to the presentation of the programme of the Cypriot 
presidency of the Council of the European Union during a plenary session at the European Parliament in Strasbourg, 
eastern France

Global tourism 
hit new record 
level in 2025: UN

AFP | Madrid, Spain

Global tourism hit a new 
record level in 2025 with 

1.52 billion international tour-
ist arrivals recorded world-
wide, driven by strong increas-
es in Asia and Africa, UN Tour-
ism said yesterday. 

“Demand for travel re-
mained high throughout 2025, 
despite high inflation in tour-
ism services and uncertainty 
from geopolitical tensions,” 
the secretary general of the 
Madrid-based body, Shaikha 
Alnuwais, said in a statement.

“We expect this positive 
trend to continue into 2026 
as global economy is expected 
to remain steady and destina-
tions still lagging behind pre 
pandemic levels fully recover.”

The number of international 

tourist arrivals last year was 
4.0 percent higher than the 
1.4 billion recorded in 2024, 
reaching its highest level in the 
post-pandemic era and a new 
record, UN Tourism said.

Africa saw an 8.0 percent 
rise in arrivals in 2025 to 81 
million, with Morocco and 
Tunisia posting particulary 
strong results.

International arrivals grew 
by 6.0 percent in Asia and 
Pacific to reach 331 million 
in 2025, some 91 percent of 
pre-pandemic levels.

Europe, the world’s most 
popular destination region, 
recorded 793 million inter-
national arrivals in 2025, a 
4.0 percent increase over the 
previous year and 6.0 percent 
above 2019, the year before the 
pandemic paralysed travel.

 Tourists looking at the iconic Chocolate Hills on Bohol Island in Central 
Visayas province in the Philippines.
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The United States 
has long banned 

Huawei and sought 
to convince allies to 

follow suit over fears 
its products could be 

used to monitor com-
munications.

KNOW WHAT

Macron says no G7 meeting 
‘scheduled’ this week

Trump has “no plans to travel to Paris at this time”

• European 
countries 
are weighing 
countermeasures

• Trump is 
demanding to seize 

the Arctic island

AFP | Davos, Switzerland

French President Emma-
nuel Macron said yester-
day that there was no G7 

summit scheduled this week, af-
ter US President Donald Trump 
revealed a message proposing a 
meeting on Ukraine and Green-
land.

“No meeting is scheduled. The 
French presidency is willing to 
hold one,” Macron told AFP in 
brief remarks after he delivered 
a speech to the World Economic 
Forum in Davos, Switzerland.

Trump posted the “private 
message” from the French lead-
er suggesting a G7 meeting in 
Paris on his Truth Social net-
work earlier on Tuesday.

A White House official told 
AFP that Trump has “no plans to 

travel to Paris at this time”. The 
US president is set to arrive in 
Davos on Wednesday and leave 
on Thursday.

It came as European countries 
are weighing countermeasures 
after Trump threatened to im-
pose tariffs on eight of them in 
an attempt to pressure the Eu-
ropean Union over Greenland.

“My friend, we are totally in 
line on Syria. We can do great 
things on Iran. I do not under-
stand what you are doing on 
Greenland,” Macron said in his 
message.

Trump is demanding to seize 
the Arctic island, a sovereign 

territory of Denmark, from the 
United States’s Nordic NATO ally.

“I can set up a G7 meeting af-
ter Davos in Paris on Thursday 
afternoon,” Macron wrote, re-
ferring to this week’s gathering 
of global elites in Switzerland.

“I can invite the Ukrainians, 
the Danish, the Syrians and the 
Russians in the margins” of the 
meeting, he added.

The G7 comprises Britain, 
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan and the United States. The 
27-nation EU also participates.

Asked by AFP whether Rus-
sia had received any invita-
tion for the proposed meeting, 

Kremlin spokesman Dmit-
ry Peskov replied: “No, it has 
 not.”

Trump’s relations with Ma-
cron hit a new low on Monday 
when the US president threat-
ened 200-percent tariffs on 
French wine over France’s in-
tention to decline an invitation 
to join his “Board of Peace” 
aimed at resolving international 
conflicts -- where a permanent 
spot will cost $1 billion, accord-
ing to Trump.

“Tariff threats to influence our 
foreign policy are unacceptable 
and ineffective,” a source close 
to Macron told AFP on Tuesday.

World stocks sink, gold hits high on escalating trade war fears
AFP | London, United Kingdom

World stock markets lost 
ground yesterday, while 

precious metals hit fresh peaks 
on fears of a US-EU trade war 
fuelled by Donald Trump’s tariff 
threat over opposition to his am-
bitions to grab Greenland, which 
has stoked volatility.

Wall Street opened sharply 
lower as the tech heavy Nasdaq 
gave up 1.7% minutes into the 
session while the Dow and the 
broader based S&P 500 shed 
1.4% as traders began the week’s 
US trading, following Monday’s 
Martin Luther King holiday.

Europe’s main markets also 
lost north of 1% during the day’s 
trading while, earlier, Tokyo suf-
fered a similar fate even though 
Asia overall closed mixed.

Gold, seen as a safe-haven in-
vestment, notched yet another 
record high, closing in on the 
$4,740 an ounce mark. Silver 
also peaked, touching $95.51 an 
ounce.

Key bond yields jumped on the 
heightened trade fears with the 
US 10-year Treasury note jump-
ing around seven basis points to 
4.29% while Japanese long-dat-
ed bond yields reached record 

highs. Kathleen Brooks, research 
director at XTB, noted that banks 
and US tech “are at risk from EU 
tariffs” in response to Trump’s 
tariff blitz and warned this 
would hurt US blue chips.

Tesla, Amazon and Nvid-
ia were all showing losses of 
around 2.5% in early New York 
trading.

“Overall, this is a manmade 
crisis, and the continued sell 

off on Tuesday suggests that US 
threats to Greenland and their 
effects on financial markets 
could have further to go if the 
situation does not deescalate 
soon,” Brooks opined.

“The US dollar is not serving 
as a safe haven because it seems 
to be entirely US-driven and rais-
es fears about US policy and Eu-
ropean exposure to US assets,” 
noted Neil Wilson, investor 

strategist at Saxo UK.
After a bright start to the year 

fuelled by fresh hopes for the 
artificial intelligence sector, in-
vestors have taken fright since 
Trump ramped up his Greenland 
demands, on grounds of US “na-
tional security”.

After European capitals 
pushed back, Trump on Saturday 
said he would impose 10% levies 

on eight countries -- including 
Denmark, France, Germany and 
Britain -- from February 1, lifting 
them to 25% on June 1.

‘Mistake’
The move has raised questions 

about the outlook for last year’s 
US-EU trade deal, the ratification 
of which was frozen on Monday 
by the European Union parlia-

ment;
EU chief Ursula von der Leyen 

warned the United States that 
hitting allied European nations 
with punitive tariffs over Green-
land would be a “mistake”.

“The proposed additional tar-
iffs are a mistake especially be-
tween long-standing allies,” von 
der Leyen told Tuesday’s Davos 
gathering in Switzerland.

“The European Union and the 
United States have agreed to a 
trade deal last July. And in pol-
itics as in business -- a deal is a 
deal. And when friends shake 
hands, it must mean something,” 
she added.

US Treasury chief Scott Bes-
sent on Monday said that any 
retaliatory EU tariffs would be 
“unwise”.

Trump, meanwhile, ramped 
up his rhetoric against France 
on Tuesday, warning he would 
impose 200-percent tariffs on 
French wine and champagne 
because it was declining his invi-
tation to join a “Board of Peace”.

That body was originally con-
ceived to oversee the rebuilding 
of Gaza but its charter gives it a 
much broader, global remit, with 
Trump in charge.

Key figures at around 1445 GMT
New York - Dow:    1.3% at 48,706.18 points

New York - S&P 500:    1.4% at 6,844.07

Nasdaq Composite:    1.7% at 23,107.33

London - FTSE 100:    1.0% at 10,090.00 points

Frankfurt - DAX:    1.2% at 24,647.76

Paris - CAC 40:    1.0% at 8,025.30

Tokyo - Nikkei 225:    1.1% at 52,991.10 (close)

Hang Seng Index:    0.3% at 26,487.51 (close)

Shanghai - Composite:  n at 4,113.65 (close)

Euro/dollar:   at $1.1729 from $1.1641 on Monday

Pound/dollar:   at $1.3449 from $1.3428

Dollar/yen:    at 157.89 yen from 158.09 yen

Euro/pound:   at 87.19 pence from 86.71 pence

Brent North Sea Crude:   0.4% at $64.36 per barrel

West Texas Intermediate:   0.4% at $59.86 per barrel An electronic quotation board displays 10-year government bonds, an index of 
long-term interest rates on the Tokyo bond market, in Tokyo

Eyeing China, EU moves to ban ‘high-risk’ 
foreign suppliers from telecoms networks

AFP | Brussels, Belgium

The EU executive on Tues-
day proposed banning 

third-country companies from 
European mobile networks if 
they are deemed a security risk, 
in a move seen as targeting Chi-
na.

The European Commission 
did not name any country or 
company as a target but Brussels 
has previously sought to restrict 
Chinese suppliers in the sensi-
tive field.

The step builds on actions tak-
en in 2023 when the EU execu-

tive urged states to exclude Hua-
wei and ZTE from their mobile 
networks due to security risks.

The European Union has tak-
en an increasingly tough line 
on trade issues with China, but 
there are often security concerns 
-- often raised by Washington.

The EU will evaluate which 
states or suppliers to ban and, 
once identified, telecoms pro-
viders will have three years to 
phase them out from their net-
works.

Brussels has taken the new 
step after the 2023 measures 
failed to yield enough change 

across the 27-country bloc.
Current rules give national 

authorities powers to issue re-
strictions but less than half of EU 
states have used them to restrict 
or exclude high-risk vendors.

Brussels unveiled the proposal 
as part of plans to revise its cy-
bersecurity rules in a bid to bol-
ster Europe’s defences against a 
surge in cyber attacks.

Revamping telecoms
The commission will also un-

veil its proposal on Wednesday 
for a Digital Networks Act to 
overhaul Europe’s telecoms net-

works.
The EU wants to bolster its 

competitiveness and boost in-
vestment but critics say that is 
difficult when key sectors in-
cluding telecoms and defence 
are fragmented with different 
national rules which make it 
difficult to scale up.

The bigger question is where 
the money will come from, as 
Brussels says Europe needs 200 
billion euros ($232 billion) to 
modernise the telecoms net-
work.

In a win for tech giants, a draft 
document seen by AFP made no 

mention of “fair share” pay-
ments from the world’s biggest 
web companies for the large 
amounts of bandwidth they use.

Despite being a fervent wish 
of telecoms firms, the idea was 
deeply unpopular.

It became even more unlikely 
after the EU-US tariff deal last 
year, which the White House 
said included an EU promise not 
to adopt fees.

The EU executive will also 
give member states until 2035 
to move off copper telecommu-
nications networks, according to 
the draft document.
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HISTORY
The first American novel, Wil-
liam Hill Brown’s “The Power of 
Sympathy” is published by Isaiah 
Thomas

Jawaharlal Neh-
ru’s Congress Par-
ty wins India’s first 

general election

Battle of Khe Sanh begins at the Khe 
Sanh Air Base, one of the most publicized 
and controversial battles of the Vietnam 
War

Fears of a possible US recession cause a Black 
Monday for global stock markets, European 

stocks suffer their worst result since 9/11, 
and Asian stocks drop as much as 15%
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Geopolitical shocks 
can - and must - be 

an opportunity for Eu-
rope. The seismic shift 
underway makes it both 
possible & necessary to 
build a new European 
independence. From se-
curity to the economy. 
rom defence to democ-
racy.Europe is gathering 
speed 

@vonderleyen

We prefer science to 
conspiracy theo-

ries, rule of law to rule of 
force, dialogue to threats. 
Nous préférons la science 
au complotisme, l’État de 
droit à la loi du plus fort, 
le dialogue aux menaces.

@EmmanuelMacron

The presence of mem-
bers of the family of 

His Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan during the UAE’s 
Year of Family lends spe-
cial significance to the 
visit. It reflects the en-
during bonds of trust and 
people-to-people ties 
between India and the 
UAE and reinforces con-
fidence in a bright future 
for our Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
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News in brief 
 u The European Union 
yesterday  proposed banning the 
export of more drone and missile tech 
to Iran after a deadly crackdown on 
protesters, European Commission head 
Ursula von der Leyen said. “Europe 
stands in full solidarity with the brave 
women and men of Iran who are 
risking their lives to demand freedom 
for themselves and future generations,” 
von der Leyen wrote on X. “Today, we are 
proposing to ban additional exports of 
critical drone and missile technologies.” 
Von der Leyen said the EU was also readying 
other sanctions on those responsible for the 
“continued and brutal repression” of protests that rocked the Islamic Republic. 
The protests constituted the biggest challenge to the Iranian leadership in years.

u Actor and comedian Russell Brand appeared before a UK court 
Tuesday facing two new charges of rape and sexual assault. The two new charges 
against Brand, 50, were brought in December 2025 and relate to two alleged 
incidents with separate women in London in 2009. In May last year, he had 

already pleaded not guilty to two counts of rape, two 
counts of sexual assault and one count of indecent 
assault for alleged incidents involving four different 
women between 1999 and 2005. Appearing remotely 
via video-link wearing a partially buttoned pale blue 
shirt, Brand, the ex-husband of popstar Katy Perry, only 

spoke to confirm his name and his date of birth. He was granted conditional bail 
and is due to appear again in Southwark Crown Court in south London on February 
17 for a pre-trial hearing.

u California Governor Gavin Newsom urged 
Europeans yesterday to stop playing nice with US 
President Donald Trump over Greenland, “develop 
a backbone” and “punch him in the face”. In blunt 
remarks to reporters at the World Economic Forum 
in Davos, Switzerland, the prominent Democratic 
politician called Trump “weak” and said the European 
Union should “push back very aggressively” against 
the US leader. “He’s good at exploiting weaknesses, 
but he backs down when he’s punched in the face,” 
Newsom said. “You can’t play all sides. Enough of 
the niceties,” he added. “Stop trying to appease him. 
Fight fire with fire.” He called Trump’s bid to take over 
Greenland “madness” but said the US president would 
not try to seize it “militarily”. “This whole excursion 
in Greenland is absurd and people need to recognise 
what they’re up against and stand tall and firm, develop a backbone and speak 
with one unified voice. Punch him in the face,” Newsom said.
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Israel begins demolitions 
at UNRWA headquarters

The compound has been empty of UNRWA staff since January 2025

• Roland Friedrich, 
the agency’s director in 
the West Bank, called 
the move political

• Israel has 
repeatedly accused 
UNRWA of providing 
cover for Hamas

• The Saudi 
foreign ministry 
voiced its “strongest 
condemnation” and 
expressed support 
for the UN agency.

• UNRWA’s Friedrich 
said the UN rejected 
the Israeli claim and 
insisted that the 
compound “remains 
United Nations property

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israeli bulldozers began dem-
olitions at the headquarters 
of the UN agency for Pales-

tinian refugees in east Jerusalem 
on Tuesday, in what the organi-
sation called an “unprecedented 
attack”.

UNRWA spokesman Jonathan 
Fowler said in a statement to AFP 
that Israeli forces “stormed into” 
the compound shortly after 7:00 
am (0500 GMT) and ejected secu-
rity guards from the site, before 
bulldozers entered and began 
demolishing buildings.

“This is an unprecedented 

attack against UNRWA and its 
premises. And it also constitutes 
a serious violation of internation-
al law and the privileges and im-
munities of the United Nations,” 
Fowler said.

“What happens today to UNR-
WA can happen tomorrow to any 
other international organisation 
or diplomatic mission around the 
world,” he added.

Roland Friedrich, the agency’s 
director in the West Bank, called 
the move political.

Friedrich told AFP “it seems 
the intent is to seize the land for 
settlement construction as has 
openly been stated by Israeli offi-
cials for many years in the media 
and elsewhere”.

The Ramallah-based Pales-
tinian Authority condemned 
the demolitions, warning of 
the “gravity of this deliberate 
escalation against UNRWA” and 
calling the move “an attempt to 
undermine the international pro-
tection system for Palestinian 
refugees”.

AFP photos showed heavy ma-
chinery demolishing structures 
at the compound, as an Israeli 
flag fluttered overhead.

An AFP photographer reported 
that far-right National Security 
Minister Itamar Ben Gvir briefly 
visited the site.

“This is a historic day, a day of 
celebration and a very important 
day for governance in Jerusa-
lem,” Ben Gvir was quoted as 
saying in a statement.

Israel has repeatedly accused 
UNRWA of providing cover for 
Hamas, claiming that some of 
its employees took part in the 
group’s October 7, 2023 attack 
on Israel, which sparked the war 
in Gaza.

A series of investigations, in-
cluding one led by France’s for-
mer foreign minister Catherine 
Colonna, found some “neutrali-
ty-related issues” at UNRWA but 
stressed Israel had not provided 
conclusive evidence for its head-
line allegation.

‘No immunity’
An Israeli foreign ministry 

statement defended the demoli-
tions and said “the State of Israel 
owns the Jerusalem compound”.

The compound in Israeli-an-
nexed east Jerusalem has been 
empty of UNRWA staff since Jan-
uary 2025, when a law banning 
its operations took effect after a 
months-long battle over its work 
in the Gaza Strip.

“UNRWA-Hamas had already 
ceased its operations at this site 
and no longer had any UN per-
sonnel or UN activity there,” the 
foreign ministry said.

“The compound does not enjoy 
any immunity and the seizure 
of this compound by Israeli au-
thorities was carried out in ac-
cordance with both Israeli and 
international law,” it said.

UNRWA’s Friedrich said the 
UN rejected the Israeli claim and 
insisted that the compound “re-
mains United Nations property 
and is protected by the privi-
leges and immunities of the UN, 
regardless of whether it is cur-
rently in use”.

Although the UNRWA ban ap-
plies in east Jerusalem because 
of its annexation by Israel, the 
agency still operates in the occu-
pied West Bank and Gaza.

UNRWA chief Philippe Lazza-
rini also denounced the dem-
olitions on X, saying it was yet 
another attempt by “Israeli au-

thorities to erase the Palestine 
Refugee identity”.

As the UN agency created 
specifically for the hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians dis-
placed from their homes during 
the creation of Israel in 1948, 
UNRWA provides refugee status 
registration, as well as health and 
education services for Palestini-
an refugees.

Along with refugee status, 
which is passed on through gen-
erations, comes the right of re-
turn, which Israel contests, and 
is one of the most contentious 
issues for a lasting peace between 
Israelis and Palestinians.

Months after the war in Gaza 
began in October 2023, Israeli 
authorities declared UN chief 
Antonio Guterres and Lazzarini 
personae non gratae in Israel.

Jordan’s foreign ministry 
“strongly condemned” the dem-
olition, calling it “a blatant viola-
tion of international law”.

The Saudi foreign ministry also 
voiced its “strongest condemna-
tion” and expressed support for 
the UN agency.

Machinery demolishing a structure inside the headquarters of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) in the Sheikh Jarrah neighbourhood of Israeli-
annexed east Jerusalem

UK approves plans for Chinese 
mega-embassy in London

AFP | London, United Kingdom

The UK government yes-
terday gave China the 

green light to build a “me-
ga-embassy” in the heart of 
London eight years after Bei-
jing bought the site, triggering 
fresh anger from residents and 
rights groups.

The 20,000-square-metre 
(235,000-square-foot) site is 
set to become the largest em-
bassy complex in the UK by 
area, and one of the largest in 
the centre of a Western capital.

But it could still face le-
gal challenges and residents 
vowed Tuesday to act.

Housing minister Steve 
Reed’s decision to grant plan-
ning permission came after 
several delays over national 
security concerns.

There have also been pro-
tests by activists who fear the 

sprawling site could be used to 
spy on and harass dissidents.

Reed said the decision was 
now final, barring a successful 
challenge in court.

A government spokesper-
son said intelligence agencies 
had helped to develop a “range 
of measures... to manage any 
risks”.

“Following extensive ne-
gotiations in recent months, 
the Chinese government has 
agreed to consolidate its seven 
current sites in London into 
one site, bringing clear secu-
rity advantages,” the spokes-
person said.

Security minister Dan Jarvis 
said China would continue to 
pose national security threats.

But he said after “detailed 
consideration of all possible 
risks around this new embas-
sy... I am assured that the UK’s 
national security is protected”

Hong Kong former veteran labour activist Christopher Mung Siu-tat (L) and 
Hong Kong activist Chloe Cheung (R) listen to others as they take part in 
a press conference concerning the decision on the new Chinese embassy, 
outside the Houses of Parliament in central London

UAE president accepts US 
invitation to join ‘Board of Peace’

A permanent seat costs $1.0 billion

• Charter does 
not seem to limit its 
role to the Strip

• If not paid, member 
countries will serve no 
longer than three years

AFP | Dubai, United Arab Emir-
ates

The UAE’s president has 
accepted an invitation to 
join US President Donald 

Trump’s “Board of Peace”, the 
foreign ministry said yesterday, 
the body meant to oversee post-
war reconstruction in Gaza.

The positive response comes 
amid controversy over the body, 
with Washington asking various 

leaders to sit 

on the Trump-chaired board on 
which a permanent seat costs 
$1.0 billion.

Although originally meant to 
oversee Gaza’s rebuilding, its 
charter does not seem to limit its 
role to the Strip, and appears to 
want to rival the United Nations.

“Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, President of the 

United Arab Emirates, has ac-
cepted the invitation from the 
United States to join the Board 
of Peace,” the ministry said in a 
statement.

The board’s charter, seen by 
AFP, says that member countries 
will serve no longer than three 
years, subject to renewal by the 
chairman.

However, the three-year 

restriction does not apply if 
they “contribute more than USD 
$1,000,000,000 in cash funds to 
the Board of Peace within the 
first year of the Charter’s entry 
into force”.

Emirati  Foreign 
Minis-
ter 

Abdullah bin Zayed said “the 
UAE’s decision reflects the im-
portance of fully implementing 
President Donald J Trump’s 
20-point peace plan for Gaza, 
which is critical for the realiza-
tion of the legitimate rights of 
the Palestinian people”.

The UAE also has a state min-
ister, Reem Al Hashimy, sitting 
on a subcommittee of the board.

The board is a key phase two 
element of a US-backed peace 
plan to end the war in Gaza, 
which came into force on Octo-
ber 10 last year.

China confirms invited to join Trump’s ‘Board of Peace’
AFP | Beijing, China

Beijing confirmed yester-
day that China had been 

invited to join US President 
Donald Trump’s “Board of 
Peace”.“China has received 
the United States’ invitation,” 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Guo Jiakun told a regular news 

briefing, without specifying 
whether Beijing would accept 
the invitation.

Guo said China-US relations 
had achieved overall stability 
in the past year, despite a trade 
war that saw both countries 
impose tit-for-tat tariffs on 
each others’ products.

“Over the past year, Chi-
na-US relations have experi-
enced ups and downs, but have 
maintained overall dynamic 
stability,” Guo told reporters.

“Cooperation between Chi-
na and the US benefits both 
sides, while confrontation 
harms both,” he added.

Heavy snow in US 
strands drivers in 
100-vehicle crash
Washington, United States

Law enforcement offi-
cials said Monday they 

were working to clear roads 
after a 100-vehicle crash oc-
curred on snow-blanketed 
roads in the northern state 
of Michigan.

Michigan State Police 
said numerous injuries 
were reported in the crash, 
with none "believed to be 
fatal," after big rig trucks 
and vehicles collided on 
the I-196 corridor, causing 
many vehicles to run off the 
road in "multiple slide offs."

The Monday morning 
incident included 30-40 
semi-trucks, piled up and 
blocking the typically busy 
interstate road, which re-
mained closed hours later.

Officials urged motorists 
to slow down in "treacher-
ous" conditions Monday, 
with a winter storm con-
tinuing to dump snow on 
the region and tempera-
tures expected to fall to -8 
degrees Fahrehnheit (-22 
degrees Celsius) including 
wind chill.

Displaced Palestinians live amongst the rubble and debris of homes and businesses destroyed by the Israeli military in over two years of military strikes on the Gaza Strip enclave, in Jabalia refugee camp, 
in the northern Gaza Strip

US warns against EU tariff 
'bazooka' over Greenland
AFP | Davos, Switzerland

The US trade envoy yes-
terday warned European 

nations against using its tariff 
"bazooka" in response to Pres-
ident Donald Trump's threat 
to acquire Greenland, saying it 
would "not be wise".

French President Emmanuel 
Macron in particular has urged 
use of the EU's anti-coercion 
instrument (ACI) after Trump 
threatened tariffs of up to 25 
percent on eight European 
countries.

"Every country is going to do 
what's in their national inter-
ests," US Trade Representative 
Jamieson Greer told a 

small group of journalists at the 
Davos summit.

"And those have natural con-
sequences," he said, adding that 
deploying the ACI "would not 
be wise" -- echoing comments 
from US Secretary Treasury 
Scott Bessent at Davos on Mon-
day.

The EU has never deployed 
the instrument, aimed at dis-
suading countries from exert-
ing geopolitical pressure on the 
bloc.

But even as some officials 
push for talks to de-escalate a 
crisis that has dominated the 
Davos summit so far, others 

are urging the EU 

to stand up to "blackmail" over 
the autonomous Danish ter-
ritory.

Asked about the US response 
if the EU deems Greenland 
"non-negotiable", Greer said 
"If that's the case, then so be it."

"What I've found is that 
when countries follow my ad-
vice, they tend to do OK. When 
they don't crazy things hap-
pen," he added.

Separately, US Commerce 
Secretary Howard Lutnick told 
European countries "to keep 
the pressure and temperature 
low" with regards to threats of 
retaliatory tariffs.

UN report 
declares global 
state of ‘water 
bankruptcy’
AFP | Paris, France

The world is entering 
an era of “global water 

bankruptcy” with rivers, 
lakes and aquifers deplet-
ing faster than nature can 
replenish them, a United 
Nations research institute 
said yesterday. 

It argues that decades of 
overuse, pollution, environ-
mental destruction and cli-
mate pressure had pushed 
many water systems so be-
yond the point of recovery 
that a new classification 
was required.

“Water stress and water 
crisis are no longer suffi-
cient descriptions of the 
world’s new water reali-
ties,” read a new report by 
the UN University Institute 
for Water, Environment 
and Health (UNU-INWEH).

T h e s e  t e r m s  w e r e 
“framed as alerts about a 
future that could still be 
avoided” when the world 
had already moved into a 
“new phase”, it said.
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The first American novel, Wil-
liam Hill Brown’s “The Power of 
Sympathy” is published by Isaiah 
Thomas

Jawaharlal Neh-
ru’s Congress Par-
ty wins India’s first 

general election

Battle of Khe Sanh begins at the Khe 
Sanh Air Base, one of the most publicized 
and controversial battles of the Vietnam 
War

Fears of a possible US recession cause a Black 
Monday for global stock markets, European 

stocks suffer their worst result since 9/11, 
and Asian stocks drop as much as 15%
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Geopolitical shocks 
can - and must - be 

an opportunity for Eu-
rope. The seismic shift 
underway makes it both 
possible & necessary to 
build a new European 
independence. From se-
curity to the economy. 
rom defence to democ-
racy.Europe is gathering 
speed 

@vonderleyen

We prefer science to 
conspiracy theo-

ries, rule of law to rule of 
force, dialogue to threats. 
Nous préférons la science 
au complotisme, l’État de 
droit à la loi du plus fort, 
le dialogue aux menaces.

@EmmanuelMacron

The presence of mem-
bers of the family of 

His Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan during the UAE’s 
Year of Family lends spe-
cial significance to the 
visit. It reflects the en-
during bonds of trust and 
people-to-people ties 
between India and the 
UAE and reinforces con-
fidence in a bright future 
for our Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership.

@narendramodi
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News in brief 
 u The European Union 
yesterday  proposed banning the 
export of more drone and missile tech 
to Iran after a deadly crackdown on 
protesters, European Commission head 
Ursula von der Leyen said. “Europe 
stands in full solidarity with the brave 
women and men of Iran who are 
risking their lives to demand freedom 
for themselves and future generations,” 
von der Leyen wrote on X. “Today, we are 
proposing to ban additional exports of 
critical drone and missile technologies.” 
Von der Leyen said the EU was also readying 
other sanctions on those responsible for the 
“continued and brutal repression” of protests that rocked the Islamic Republic. 
The protests constituted the biggest challenge to the Iranian leadership in years.

u Actor and comedian Russell Brand appeared before a UK court 
Tuesday facing two new charges of rape and sexual assault. The two new charges 
against Brand, 50, were brought in December 2025 and relate to two alleged 
incidents with separate women in London in 2009. In May last year, he had 

already pleaded not guilty to two counts of rape, two 
counts of sexual assault and one count of indecent 
assault for alleged incidents involving four different 
women between 1999 and 2005. Appearing remotely 
via video-link wearing a partially buttoned pale blue 
shirt, Brand, the ex-husband of popstar Katy Perry, only 

spoke to confirm his name and his date of birth. He was granted conditional bail 
and is due to appear again in Southwark Crown Court in south London on February 
17 for a pre-trial hearing.

u California Governor Gavin Newsom urged 
Europeans yesterday to stop playing nice with US 
President Donald Trump over Greenland, “develop 
a backbone” and “punch him in the face”. In blunt 
remarks to reporters at the World Economic Forum 
in Davos, Switzerland, the prominent Democratic 
politician called Trump “weak” and said the European 
Union should “push back very aggressively” against 
the US leader. “He’s good at exploiting weaknesses, 
but he backs down when he’s punched in the face,” 
Newsom said. “You can’t play all sides. Enough of 
the niceties,” he added. “Stop trying to appease him. 
Fight fire with fire.” He called Trump’s bid to take over 
Greenland “madness” but said the US president would 
not try to seize it “militarily”. “This whole excursion 
in Greenland is absurd and people need to recognise 
what they’re up against and stand tall and firm, develop a backbone and speak 
with one unified voice. Punch him in the face,” Newsom said.
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Israel begins demolitions 
at UNRWA headquarters

The compound has been empty of UNRWA staff since January 2025

• Roland Friedrich, 
the agency’s director in 
the West Bank, called 
the move political

• Israel has 
repeatedly accused 
UNRWA of providing 
cover for Hamas

• The Saudi 
foreign ministry 
voiced its “strongest 
condemnation” and 
expressed support 
for the UN agency.

• UNRWA’s Friedrich 
said the UN rejected 
the Israeli claim and 
insisted that the 
compound “remains 
United Nations property

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israeli bulldozers began dem-
olitions at the headquarters 
of the UN agency for Pales-

tinian refugees in east Jerusalem 
on Tuesday, in what the organi-
sation called an “unprecedented 
attack”.

UNRWA spokesman Jonathan 
Fowler said in a statement to AFP 
that Israeli forces “stormed into” 
the compound shortly after 7:00 
am (0500 GMT) and ejected secu-
rity guards from the site, before 
bulldozers entered and began 
demolishing buildings.

“This is an unprecedented 

attack against UNRWA and its 
premises. And it also constitutes 
a serious violation of internation-
al law and the privileges and im-
munities of the United Nations,” 
Fowler said.

“What happens today to UNR-
WA can happen tomorrow to any 
other international organisation 
or diplomatic mission around the 
world,” he added.

Roland Friedrich, the agency’s 
director in the West Bank, called 
the move political.

Friedrich told AFP “it seems 
the intent is to seize the land for 
settlement construction as has 
openly been stated by Israeli offi-
cials for many years in the media 
and elsewhere”.

The Ramallah-based Pales-
tinian Authority condemned 
the demolitions, warning of 
the “gravity of this deliberate 
escalation against UNRWA” and 
calling the move “an attempt to 
undermine the international pro-
tection system for Palestinian 
refugees”.

AFP photos showed heavy ma-
chinery demolishing structures 
at the compound, as an Israeli 
flag fluttered overhead.

An AFP photographer reported 
that far-right National Security 
Minister Itamar Ben Gvir briefly 
visited the site.

“This is a historic day, a day of 
celebration and a very important 
day for governance in Jerusa-
lem,” Ben Gvir was quoted as 
saying in a statement.

Israel has repeatedly accused 
UNRWA of providing cover for 
Hamas, claiming that some of 
its employees took part in the 
group’s October 7, 2023 attack 
on Israel, which sparked the war 
in Gaza.

A series of investigations, in-
cluding one led by France’s for-
mer foreign minister Catherine 
Colonna, found some “neutrali-
ty-related issues” at UNRWA but 
stressed Israel had not provided 
conclusive evidence for its head-
line allegation.

‘No immunity’
An Israeli foreign ministry 

statement defended the demoli-
tions and said “the State of Israel 
owns the Jerusalem compound”.

The compound in Israeli-an-
nexed east Jerusalem has been 
empty of UNRWA staff since Jan-
uary 2025, when a law banning 
its operations took effect after a 
months-long battle over its work 
in the Gaza Strip.

“UNRWA-Hamas had already 
ceased its operations at this site 
and no longer had any UN per-
sonnel or UN activity there,” the 
foreign ministry said.

“The compound does not enjoy 
any immunity and the seizure 
of this compound by Israeli au-
thorities was carried out in ac-
cordance with both Israeli and 
international law,” it said.

UNRWA’s Friedrich said the 
UN rejected the Israeli claim and 
insisted that the compound “re-
mains United Nations property 
and is protected by the privi-
leges and immunities of the UN, 
regardless of whether it is cur-
rently in use”.

Although the UNRWA ban ap-
plies in east Jerusalem because 
of its annexation by Israel, the 
agency still operates in the occu-
pied West Bank and Gaza.

UNRWA chief Philippe Lazza-
rini also denounced the dem-
olitions on X, saying it was yet 
another attempt by “Israeli au-

thorities to erase the Palestine 
Refugee identity”.

As the UN agency created 
specifically for the hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians dis-
placed from their homes during 
the creation of Israel in 1948, 
UNRWA provides refugee status 
registration, as well as health and 
education services for Palestini-
an refugees.

Along with refugee status, 
which is passed on through gen-
erations, comes the right of re-
turn, which Israel contests, and 
is one of the most contentious 
issues for a lasting peace between 
Israelis and Palestinians.

Months after the war in Gaza 
began in October 2023, Israeli 
authorities declared UN chief 
Antonio Guterres and Lazzarini 
personae non gratae in Israel.

Jordan’s foreign ministry 
“strongly condemned” the dem-
olition, calling it “a blatant viola-
tion of international law”.

The Saudi foreign ministry also 
voiced its “strongest condemna-
tion” and expressed support for 
the UN agency.

Machinery demolishing a structure inside the headquarters of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) in the Sheikh Jarrah neighbourhood of Israeli-
annexed east Jerusalem

UK approves plans for Chinese 
mega-embassy in London

AFP | London, United Kingdom

The UK government yes-
terday gave China the 

green light to build a “me-
ga-embassy” in the heart of 
London eight years after Bei-
jing bought the site, triggering 
fresh anger from residents and 
rights groups.

The 20,000-square-metre 
(235,000-square-foot) site is 
set to become the largest em-
bassy complex in the UK by 
area, and one of the largest in 
the centre of a Western capital.

But it could still face le-
gal challenges and residents 
vowed Tuesday to act.

Housing minister Steve 
Reed’s decision to grant plan-
ning permission came after 
several delays over national 
security concerns.

There have also been pro-
tests by activists who fear the 

sprawling site could be used to 
spy on and harass dissidents.

Reed said the decision was 
now final, barring a successful 
challenge in court.

A government spokesper-
son said intelligence agencies 
had helped to develop a “range 
of measures... to manage any 
risks”.

“Following extensive ne-
gotiations in recent months, 
the Chinese government has 
agreed to consolidate its seven 
current sites in London into 
one site, bringing clear secu-
rity advantages,” the spokes-
person said.

Security minister Dan Jarvis 
said China would continue to 
pose national security threats.

But he said after “detailed 
consideration of all possible 
risks around this new embas-
sy... I am assured that the UK’s 
national security is protected”

Hong Kong former veteran labour activist Christopher Mung Siu-tat (L) and 
Hong Kong activist Chloe Cheung (R) listen to others as they take part in 
a press conference concerning the decision on the new Chinese embassy, 
outside the Houses of Parliament in central London

UAE president accepts US 
invitation to join ‘Board of Peace’

A permanent seat costs $1.0 billion

• Charter does 
not seem to limit its 
role to the Strip

• If not paid, member 
countries will serve no 
longer than three years

AFP | Dubai, United Arab Emir-
ates

The UAE’s president has 
accepted an invitation to 
join US President Donald 

Trump’s “Board of Peace”, the 
foreign ministry said yesterday, 
the body meant to oversee post-
war reconstruction in Gaza.

The positive response comes 
amid controversy over the body, 
with Washington asking various 

leaders to sit 

on the Trump-chaired board on 
which a permanent seat costs 
$1.0 billion.

Although originally meant to 
oversee Gaza’s rebuilding, its 
charter does not seem to limit its 
role to the Strip, and appears to 
want to rival the United Nations.

“Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, President of the 

United Arab Emirates, has ac-
cepted the invitation from the 
United States to join the Board 
of Peace,” the ministry said in a 
statement.

The board’s charter, seen by 
AFP, says that member countries 
will serve no longer than three 
years, subject to renewal by the 
chairman.

However, the three-year 

restriction does not apply if 
they “contribute more than USD 
$1,000,000,000 in cash funds to 
the Board of Peace within the 
first year of the Charter’s entry 
into force”.

Emirati  Foreign 
Minis-
ter 

Abdullah bin Zayed said “the 
UAE’s decision reflects the im-
portance of fully implementing 
President Donald J Trump’s 
20-point peace plan for Gaza, 
which is critical for the realiza-
tion of the legitimate rights of 
the Palestinian people”.

The UAE also has a state min-
ister, Reem Al Hashimy, sitting 
on a subcommittee of the board.

The board is a key phase two 
element of a US-backed peace 
plan to end the war in Gaza, 
which came into force on Octo-
ber 10 last year.

China confirms invited to join Trump’s ‘Board of Peace’
AFP | Beijing, China

Beijing confirmed yester-
day that China had been 

invited to join US President 
Donald Trump’s “Board of 
Peace”.“China has received 
the United States’ invitation,” 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Guo Jiakun told a regular news 

briefing, without specifying 
whether Beijing would accept 
the invitation.

Guo said China-US relations 
had achieved overall stability 
in the past year, despite a trade 
war that saw both countries 
impose tit-for-tat tariffs on 
each others’ products.

“Over the past year, Chi-
na-US relations have experi-
enced ups and downs, but have 
maintained overall dynamic 
stability,” Guo told reporters.

“Cooperation between Chi-
na and the US benefits both 
sides, while confrontation 
harms both,” he added.

Heavy snow in US 
strands drivers in 
100-vehicle crash
Washington, United States

Law enforcement offi-
cials said Monday they 

were working to clear roads 
after a 100-vehicle crash oc-
curred on snow-blanketed 
roads in the northern state 
of Michigan.

Michigan State Police 
said numerous injuries 
were reported in the crash, 
with none "believed to be 
fatal," after big rig trucks 
and vehicles collided on 
the I-196 corridor, causing 
many vehicles to run off the 
road in "multiple slide offs."

The Monday morning 
incident included 30-40 
semi-trucks, piled up and 
blocking the typically busy 
interstate road, which re-
mained closed hours later.

Officials urged motorists 
to slow down in "treacher-
ous" conditions Monday, 
with a winter storm con-
tinuing to dump snow on 
the region and tempera-
tures expected to fall to -8 
degrees Fahrehnheit (-22 
degrees Celsius) including 
wind chill.

Displaced Palestinians live amongst the rubble and debris of homes and businesses destroyed by the Israeli military in over two years of military strikes on the Gaza Strip enclave, in Jabalia refugee camp, 
in the northern Gaza Strip

US warns against EU tariff 
'bazooka' over Greenland
AFP | Davos, Switzerland

The US trade envoy yes-
terday warned European 

nations against using its tariff 
"bazooka" in response to Pres-
ident Donald Trump's threat 
to acquire Greenland, saying it 
would "not be wise".

French President Emmanuel 
Macron in particular has urged 
use of the EU's anti-coercion 
instrument (ACI) after Trump 
threatened tariffs of up to 25 
percent on eight European 
countries.

"Every country is going to do 
what's in their national inter-
ests," US Trade Representative 
Jamieson Greer told a 

small group of journalists at the 
Davos summit.

"And those have natural con-
sequences," he said, adding that 
deploying the ACI "would not 
be wise" -- echoing comments 
from US Secretary Treasury 
Scott Bessent at Davos on Mon-
day.

The EU has never deployed 
the instrument, aimed at dis-
suading countries from exert-
ing geopolitical pressure on the 
bloc.

But even as some officials 
push for talks to de-escalate a 
crisis that has dominated the 
Davos summit so far, others 

are urging the EU 

to stand up to "blackmail" over 
the autonomous Danish ter-
ritory.

Asked about the US response 
if the EU deems Greenland 
"non-negotiable", Greer said 
"If that's the case, then so be it."

"What I've found is that 
when countries follow my ad-
vice, they tend to do OK. When 
they don't crazy things hap-
pen," he added.

Separately, US Commerce 
Secretary Howard Lutnick told 
European countries "to keep 
the pressure and temperature 
low" with regards to threats of 
retaliatory tariffs.

UN report 
declares global 
state of ‘water 
bankruptcy’
AFP | Paris, France

The world is entering 
an era of “global water 

bankruptcy” with rivers, 
lakes and aquifers deplet-
ing faster than nature can 
replenish them, a United 
Nations research institute 
said yesterday. 

It argues that decades of 
overuse, pollution, environ-
mental destruction and cli-
mate pressure had pushed 
many water systems so be-
yond the point of recovery 
that a new classification 
was required.

“Water stress and water 
crisis are no longer suffi-
cient descriptions of the 
world’s new water reali-
ties,” read a new report by 
the UN University Institute 
for Water, Environment 
and Health (UNU-INWEH).

T h e s e  t e r m s  w e r e 
“framed as alerts about a 
future that could still be 
avoided” when the world 
had already moved into a 
“new phase”, it said.
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NMS Bahrain hosts The Lions Club Essay and Painting competition 2026

Manama

New Millennium School , 
Bahrain, in coordination 

with the Lions Club of Riffa, 
successfully conducted the An-
nual Walk-in Essay and Painting 
Competition 2026 on Saturday, 
17th January 2026, at its cam-
pus. 

The event witnessed an over-
whelming response with the 

participation of hundreds of 
students from various schools 
across the Kingdom of Bahrain, 
reflecting the immense enthusi-
asm and creative spirit among 
young learners.

The competition was organ-
ized in three age-group cate-
gories:

·       Group A: 8 to 10 years
·       Group B: 10 to 12 years
·       Group C: 12 to 15 years

The topics  for  the  Es-
say and Painting Compe-
tition centered around the 
theme ‘ Creating a Peaceful 
World Ahead in the Digital  
Era’.The event commenced 
with registrations   followed 
by the Essay Competition  and 
the Painting Competition. 
The campus was filled with 
an atmosphere of creativity, 
excitement, and positive en-

ergy as students showcased 
their artistic and literary tal-
ents using words and colours 
to express their thoughts and  
emotions.

The first three winners in 
each category will be award-
ed trophies and certificates in 
recognition of their excellence. 
In addition, the school with 
the highest number of student 
entries will also be specially 

recognized, promoting great-
er participation and collab-
oration among educational  
institutions.

Principal, Dr Arun Kuumar 
Sharma, congratulated the Li-
ons Club of Riffa and its coordi-
nators. He stated that platforms 
like these play a vital role in 
nurturing creativity, confidence, 
and expression in children. The 
Essay and Painting Competi-

tion not only enhances stu-
dents’ artistic and literary skills 
but also instills values such as 
peace, harmony, and thoughtful  
communication.

Chairman Dr Ravi Pillai and 
Managing Director Mrs Geetha 
Pillai extended their apprecia-
tion to the Lions Club of Riffa 
and applauded the participants 
for their enthusiastic involve-
ment.

Al Noor International School hosts grand Al Noor Inter-School Math Olympiad 2025-2026
Manama

Al Noor International 
School, Bahrain, suc-
cessful ly  conducted 

the Inter-School Math Olym-
piad 2025–26, a prestigious 
academic event that brought 
together young mathemat-
ical talents from across the  
island. The Olympiad was organ-
ized with great enthusiasm and 
meticulous planning, witnessing 
the participation of seven reput-
ed schools from Bahrain, each 
represented by three skilled con-
testants.

The event aimed to foster 
logical reasoning, analytical 
thinking, and a spirit of healthy 
competition among students. 
Participants demonstrated ex-
ceptional mathematical apti-

tude, confidence, and teamwork 
throughout the competition.

Participating Schools and 
Contestants

The following schools par-
ticipated in the Al Noor In-
ter-School Math Olympiad:

1. Al Mahd School
Participants: Shahlaa Fouad E. 

Jamat Poor, Aysha Saad Ali Yusuf 
Saad, Yousif Saad Ali Yousif Saad 
Alumairi Alhajri

2. Al Noor International-
School

Participants: Hamza Boulky 

Hasan, Hariprathap Bakthiku-
maran, Ahmed Abdulrahim

3. Al Wisam School
P a r t i c i p a n t s :  Z a i n a 

Maitham Fadhel Ahmed, Sha-
had Ali A. Ali, Jood Nabeel  
M. Yusuf

4. British School of Bah-

rain
Participants: Peter Elias El 

Eter, Bishara Rami Bishara 
Stephan, Sayed Yousif Adnan

5. Capital School
Participants: Marc Ghosn, 

Yassin Mountasser Abdulaziz 
Ali, Jana Mohamed Ahmed 

Mahmoud
6. Noor Al Diyar School
Participants: Mohammed 

Yusuf  Ahmed Mohammed 
Alzayani, Mohammed Ikhlas 
Moin, Sahil Anwar Sheikh

7. S t .  C h r i s t o p h e r ’s 
School

Participants: Sonya Jing Lee, 
Nitya Varun Pancholi, Aritro 
Ghosh

Winners
After a closely contested fi-

nal round, the results were an-
nounced as follows: St. Christo-
pher’s School secured the First 
Position, followed by British 
School of Bahrain in Second 
Position, while Al Noor Inter-
national School achieved the 
Third Position.

Bahrain Kuwait Insurance Co. and Takaful International Conduct Project 
Management Team-Building Exercise in Collaboration with BIBF

Manama

Ba h ra i n  Ku wa i t  I n s u r-
ance Co. and Takaful In-

ternational, in collaboration 
with the Bahrain Institute of 
Banking and Finance (BIBF), 
recently conducted a Project 
Management team-building 
exercise as part of their on-
going employee development  
initiatives.

The one-day exercise brought 
together 32 employees from 
various organisational levels, 
including senior management, 
and was designed to strengthen 
teamwork, collaboration, and 
the practical application of pro-
ject management principles in 
an interactive learning environ-
ment. In line with Bahrain Ku-
wait Insurance Co. and Takaful 
International’s corporate so-
cial responsibility objectives, 
the exercise also supported 
children in need and orphans, 
reinforcing the organisations’ 
dedication to creating positive 
social impact alongside profes-

sional development.
Mrs. Aysha Al Mahmeed, 

Senior Manager – Human Re-
sources at Bahrain Kuwait In-
surance Co., said: “This exercise 
provided our employees with a 
valuable opportunity to apply 
project management concepts 
in a practical, simulation-based 
setting, while benefiting from 
BIBF’s expertise in delivering 
applied training programmes. 
At the same time, it allowed us 
to contribute meaningfully to 
the community.”

Dr. Ahmed Al Shaikh, Chief 
Executive Officer of the Bah-
rain Institute of Banking and 
Finance (BIBF), added: “This 
initiative reflects Bahrain Ku-
wait Insurance Co. and Takaful 
International’s commitment 
to developing human capital 
through applied learning pro-
grammes that combine profes-
sional capability building with 
social responsibility, while 
strengthening teamwork and 
collaboration within organisa-
tions.”
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IYCC Bahrain Announces New National Leadership for 2026-27

The Friends Association of Thiruvalla (FAT) organized a grand Christmas and New Year celebration in Bahrain, marked by festive spirit and cultural performances. The event was presided over by President Robi George. The keynote address and 
Christmas message were delivered by Father Jacob Thomas Karaikkal. General Secretary Anil Palayil welcomed the attendees, and Program General Convener James Philip extended the vote of thanks. Patrons and leaders including Sreekumar 
Padiyara, Binu Biju, and Jobin Cherian offered felicitations. A highlight of the event was the distribution of prizes to cultural program participants by Advisory Board members, including Biju Thomas and Saji Cherian. The celebration, coordinated by 
Vice President Blessen Mathew and other officials, saw enthusiastic participation from members and their families, strengthening community bonds.

His Excellency Wael bin Nasser Al Mubarak, Minister of Municipalities Affairs and Agriculture, officially inaugurated 
the renovated Abu Ghazal Park in the Capital Governorate. Spanning 5,642 square meters, the renovation is part of 
the Ministry’s initiative to upgrade public facilities and enhance urban greenery. The park now features state-of-
the-art playgrounds, modern fitness equipment, a refurbished fountain, and an updated lighting system. To boost 
environmental appeal, the Ministry increased the number of trees and expanded green cover. During the ceremony, the 
Minister emphasized that the project aims to provide high-quality communal spaces that foster a healthy lifestyle for 
residents.

The Indian Youth Cultural Congress (IYCC) Bahrain has elected its new national office bearers for the 2026-27 term 
during a meeting held in Salmaniya. Richie Kalathureth was unanimously elected as President, alongside Salim 
Abuthalib as General Secretary and Shafeeq Saifuddin as Treasurer. The new executive team includes Vice Presidents 
Stephy Mannikkarott and Shafi Wayanad, Joint Secretaries Ranjith Mahe and Sharath Sashi Kannur, and Assistant 
Treasurer Sandeep Sasindran. Additionally, Ranjith Perambra, Jameel Kannur, Anoob Thankachan, Mohammed Ashiq, 
and Alan K. Isaac were appointed as Conveners for various departments. Shabeer Mukkan and Sunil Vilayappally will 
serve as Internal Auditors. The election proceedings were overseen by Shibin Thomas, Ranjith Mahe, and Benzi Ganiyud.

The Fraternity of Ernakulam District (FED) has acquired a wheelchair for the use of its members and their families. The 
equipment was donated by Ladies Wing member Manju and her husband Vinu to mark their daughter Vaiga’s fourth 
birthday. The handover ceremony, held at the BMC Hall, was presided over by President Stevenson Mendes. Secretary 
Sunil Babu and Ladies Wing Secretary Jishna Ranjith officially accepted the donation. Organization officials noted that 
the wheelchair would be a significant help for elderly parents and others with mobility needs visiting Bahrain. FED 
leaders Claudy Joshi and Carlin Christopher also spoke at the event, highlighting the importance of such community-
focused welfare initiatives.

Bahrain’s Minister of Interior, HH Shaikh Rashid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, hosted Lebanese Minister of Interior and Municipalities, Ahmed Hajjar, to discuss enhancing security coordination. During the meeting at the Police Fort, Shaikh Rashid 
reaffirmed Bahrain’s support for Lebanon’s sovereignty and stability. The discussions focused on strengthening joint Arab security efforts and improving performance to face regional challenges. Both ministers emphasized the importance of 
exchanging expertise and developing modern mechanisms for cooperation. Minister Hajjar praised the strong bilateral ties and expressed his keenness to modernize joint security initiatives.

Field Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed 
Al Khalifa, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Bahrain Defence Force (BDF), held 
a meeting with the newly appointed 
German Ambassador, His Excellency 
Henning Georg Simon. The Commander-
in-Chief welcomed the Ambassador and 
discussed key initiatives to enhance 
bilateral relations and joint coordination 
between Bahrain and the Federal 
Republic of Germany. The talks focused 
on strengthening the friendly ties and 
exploring further cooperation across 
various sectors. Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Ahmed Al Khalifa wished the Ambassador 
success in his new diplomatic duties, 
emphasizing the Kingdom’s commitment 
to its partnership with Germany.



ABU NIMAT ALLAH HAIR DRESSING SA-
LON has a vacancy for the occupation of 
BARBER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39200496 or manshad079@
gmail.com
Oasis Delmon Steel Fabrication & Trading 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
PLUMBER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36646766 or DAIREX1@HOT-
MAIL.COM
ANAM SHAHNAZ TAILORING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36550247 or KINGKHAN.SHAH2022@
GMAIL.COM
CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of DRIVER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33888886 or HAMAD@
SPECTRUMOILFIELD.COM
Golden Diyar construction has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17530670 or HWBAHRAIN@
GMAIL.COM
Fuji Electric Co Ltd- Foreign Branch has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17564569 or dhanya.anup@fu-
jielectric.com
SHADAB MENS SALOON W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33627526 or SALMAN.MINHAS005@
GMAIL.COM
Al Helli Supermarket B.S.C Closed has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17877209 or HANAN@ALHELLI.COM
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17400407 or proffice@
almoayyedcg.com
ALRIFAH TRADING CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33918096 or alrifahtrading@gmail.com
Infinity Ships services has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39395775 or Infini-
tiservicesbh@GMAIL.COM
NASSER ABD MOHAMMED B.S.C(CLOSED) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of RIG-
GER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17700888 or admin@nasserco.net
PUNJAB FRESH MEAT PLACE W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38763378 or BAHGOOD@YAHOO.COM
Golden Diyar construction has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17530670 or HWBAHRAIN@
GMAIL.COM
AZAAN LAUNDRY  W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(LAUNDRY), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33899083 or AZANSHAKEELBHATTI@
GMAIL.COM
SCOOP SWEET MANUFACTURE OF ICE 
CREAM PRODUCTS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MAKER(ICE-CREAM), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33564868 or scoopsweet.bh@gmail.com
THE ARABIAN HORSE FOR EQUESTRIAN 
AND VETERINARY SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
SALES), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39467460 or HORSE@BATELCO.
COM.BH
AL ADEL INTEGRATED CONTRACTING  
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33831714 or ADEL-
FATHY1095@GMAIL.COM
ABDULNABI GHULOOM AUTO ELECTRI-
CAL WORKSH has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of AUTOMOBILE ELECTRICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17341211 or angcest@gmail.com
ROYAL BAHRAIN HOSPITAL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17532010 or hussain.alali@royalbhrn.com
EWAN ALBAHRAIN FOR CONSTRUCTION 
& RENOVATION CO. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17255525 or admin@ewanal-

bahrain.com
SILVER CITY CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38826888 or SILVERCITYCON-
TRACTING@GMAIL.COM
GARAGE GOLDEN SAND LINE has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN(CARS ENGINES), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36638117 or 
ALIALMAHARI08@GMAIL.COM
ALMARZOOK BAKERY COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SU-
PERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 77003755 or ANIL.R.NATH@
GMAIL.COM
OG MANI SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PACKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32289514 
or OGMMANILLL@GMAIL.COM
HASIM MARKET has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 66655327 or 
AQEEL603@GMAIL.COM
KHALSNY FOR GOVERNMENT AND PRI-
VATE TRANSACTIONS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of RECEPTION CLERK, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36059040 or BMPMC2015@GMAIL.COM
SHY SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39108419 or 
MURADKHOKAN8801@GMAIL.COM
GULF ART FOR FURNITURE AND FUR-
NISHINGS has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35195825 or ES-
SAALHOMAIDI1994@GMAIL.COM
ELIAS FLOWRS has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17676064 or ELIS-
FLOWERS@HOTMAIL.COM
National Readymix Co WLL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRIVER(HEAVY VE-
HICLE), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17786665 or pro@nccbahrain.com
PRISM INTERNATIONAL SOLUTIONS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALES EXCUTIVE, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33910047 or INFO@
PRISMWLL.COM
BATSCO CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17783886 
or hr@batsco.net
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER-CLEANING-(HAND & CHEMICAL SOLU-
TIONS), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17268111 or hrd1@macbh.com
al enma house for security services W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SECU-
RITY GUARD, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36633319 or admin@enmabh.com
CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of DRIVER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33888886 or HAMAD@
SPECTRUMOILFIELD.COM
PACIFIC COAST CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33500126 or consultancybah-
rain1@gmail.com
ABDUL SALAM INTERIOR DECORATION  
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(PAINT FINISHER), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33877297 or 
QNAEEMSHAHZAD9@GMAIL.COM
BANT ALDERA GYPSON CARVINS CON-
STRCUTION has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of PAINTER(BUILDING DECOR), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17791783 or alijmaa16@gmail.com
IKRA CAFTERERIA has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DISH WASHER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33680869 or AL12NID@GMAIL.COM
MSS BUSINESS SOLUTION W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CONSULTANT 
ADMIN AFFAIRS, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17270764 or HICPAK@
GMAIL.COM
ALMALLAS RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35917512 
or ANABI67M@GMAIL.COM
FORTY TWO SERVICES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE WORKER 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33726663 or DOCUMENTBHA9@
GMAIL.COM
BU MARIAM Contracting has a vacancy for 

the occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33273016 or ASHFOQRAZA29@
GMAIL.COM
ALMEZAN TRANSLATION W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TRANSLATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33360666 or ALQANOOON@GMAIL.COM
MAMA LOVE BOUTIQUE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39236679 or mamaloveboutique@yahoo.
com
ABU HASHIM REPAIR OF ELECTRONIC 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35563190 or UMAR04372@
GMAIL.COM
ATTAA KHAN MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66602131 or 
FKHANKHAN314@GMAIL.COM
EAST RIDGE CLEANING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39841074 or 
AZIZJUMA961@GMAIL.COM
KHANDAKER SUPER MARKET W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
SALES), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35434910 or ALI.BH8712@GMAIL.
COM
KASHI BALWAN SERVICES  W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33264595 or MUHAMMADNADEEM-
TARIQ6@GMAIL.COM
AL ANJOM AL ZAHERA FOR CLENING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33795726 or SAMINAYASMEEN.BH@
GMAIL.COM
AERO COOL W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 38825111 or 
mohammed.fateel.94@gmail.com
red mountain restaurant has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38818851 or ALI.2011@LIVE.COM
CITY GLASSES  W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of GLAZIER(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17874492 or cityyaser@yahoo.com
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COMPANY 
W.L.L CLEANTEC has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36636640 
or HANANKHALAF84@GMAIL.COM
MEDIA SOLUTIONS ADVERTISING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
PAINTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17217003 or VINEETH@MEDI-
ASOLUTIONS.COM.BH
ALSULTAN BAKERY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17404270 
or ALIALALAWI2008@YAHOO.COM
ALSAWARI CARPENTRY WORKSHOP 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17280050 or ALSAWARRY@
HOTMAIL.COM
AL HAFAZ CONSULTANCY COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39930364 or 
NOORNEWS31@GMAIL.COM
kadi international trading co wll has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17784640 or SHEHANSHAJAHAN123@
GMAIL.COM
HELEN AVENUE CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MASON(-
GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39550042 or AA22AA99@
HOTMAIL.COM
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MECHANI-
CAL HELPER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.
com.bh
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
Mayonco International Trading Co.W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39978899 or ACCOUNTS@
MAYONCO.COM
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy 

for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
AERO COOL W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 38825111 or 
mohammed.fateel.94@gmail.com
RAHAF MANPOWER has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECRETARY, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 66667299 or 
RAHAF.MANPOWER@GMAIL.COM
ABDAR FOR LADIES TAILORING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TAILOR(LA-
DIES), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39848486 or MAJ111222@HOT-
MAIL.COM
COYOTE MARKETING CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33768106 or AQIB.1221989@GMAIL.
COM
MUNASABAT AND SAYQ WEB OPERATION 
AND DELIVERY has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33243003 or AD-
MIN@SAYQ.APP
SITARA GENERAL TRADING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39937733 or hajinaik77@gmail.com
LAGOONA BEACH RESORT&SPA has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ROOM ATTEN-
DANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17660383 or INTERMILAN_1984@
HOTMAIL.COM
LAGOONA BEACH RESORT&SPA has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17660383 or INTERMILAN_1984@HOT-
MAIL.COM
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17345051 or info@magicshinebh.com
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17345051 or info@magicshinebh.com
Manama Packaging Industry W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MACHINE 
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17675246 or MFIAKRAM@
GMAIL.COM
LAGOONA BEACH RESORT&SPA has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17660383 or INTERMILAN_1984@HOT-
MAIL.COM
LAGOONA BEACH RESORT&SPA has a 
vacancy for the occupation of KITCHEN 
AIDE, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17660383 or INTERMILAN_1984@
HOTMAIL.COM
DESI SHERAZ MANAGEMENT CONSUL-
TANCY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 37034219 or 
SHERAZSALEEM613@GMAIL.COM
ALMETRED CARPENTRY WORKSHOP has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CARPEN-
TER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39578681 or FRONTLINE.CONST01@
GMAIL.COM
GATEAU TRADING  W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33018641 
or mksraniya@gmail.com
GREY WILD SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33751947 or ZAKIRKASHMIRI.ZK512@
GMAIL.COM
Ansar Gallery W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BUTCHER (ANIMALS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17140000 or PR@AG-BH.COM
YASMEEN HABIB CARGO HANDLING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33145634 or BESTGUIDELINE53@
GMAIL.COM
ALDAAYSI DISTRIBUTION CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17783399 or hr@aldaaysiholding.com
DEXOOM W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33007661 or 
IJAZAROOMA@GMAIL.COM
GOLDEN STAR AUTO SPARE PARTS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34102814 or ABWMAJDSLH@GMAIL.COM

ARAFAH CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39800990 or ABUHATAM2001@
HOTMAIL.COM
AMIR ZAID ELECTRONICS AND HOUSE 
HOLD EQUIPMENT CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77020330 or FREEWTS@GMAIL.COM
MANGROVE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ROOM ATTENDANT, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39633019 or PASHA@KCBAHRAIN.COM
SPEEDY ADVICE SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER-CLEANING-(HAND & CHEMICAL SOLU-
TIONS), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33422370 or AWAISCH3333@
HOTMAIL.COM
GLOBAL COMPOSITES TECHNOLOGIES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39321308 or SAJEEV.SURYA@GMAIL.
COM
BIZNEX CONSULTANCY   W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PUBLIC 
RELATIONS OFFICER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36521883 or DOC-
BAHRAIN1@GMAIL.COM
AMAD BAEED ELECTRICAL W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17456590 or HR@
AMADBAEED.COM
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17345051 or info@magicshinebh.com
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17345051 or info@magicshinebh.com
CHAUDHARY SHAHZAD CONTRACTING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33897183 or 
CHSHAHZADANJAM4@GMAIL.COM
DEVES GATE CAR WASH MANUAL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CAR WASH-
ER/CLEANER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39464585 or YKHAL-
FAN@GMAIL.COM
SANA REPAIRING AND MAINTENANCE 
OF SHIPS has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39262606 or 
MMOURAD@BATELCO.COM.BH
SEVEN HILLS SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39697979 
or hr@7hills-group.com
NOUR ALTAQWA CLEANING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36873285 
or BASSAALNAIMAT@GMAIL.COM
ASIAN FLAVOURS RESTAURANTS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WAIT-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17253030 or MOTOROX17@GMAIL.COM
MR. CLEAR LAUNDRY W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(LAUN-
DRY), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66301366 or RAJENDRAKUMAR-
NAIR@YAHOO.COM
ARIZ RESTAURANTS COMPANY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33783358 or ARIZRESTAURANT7@
GMAIL.COM
BUN AND CRUNCH W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CASHIER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33892588 or 
WALEED123921@GMAIL.COM
BUN AND CRUNCH W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CHEF, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33892588 or 
WALEED123921@GMAIL.COM
HELEN AVENUE DOCUMENT CLEARANCE 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39550042 or 
AA22AA99@HOTMAIL.COM
METHU INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of DEC-
ORATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34444913 or SAJBONWLL@
GMAIL.COM
MUHAMMAD ZUBAIR FOR OTHER INFOR-
MATION SERVICE BAHRAINI PARTNER-
SHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for the 

occupation of SALES EXECUTIVE REPRE-
SENTATIVE, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35933065 or MUHMMAD-
ZUBAIR844@GMAIL.COM
INOSOL FACADES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ALUMINIUM TECHNI-
CIAN (GENERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39799151 or INOSOLF@
GMAIL.COM
LECCE BEAUTY SALON W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17723444 or MRAZA_314@YAHOO.COM
HELEN AVENUE CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MASON 
ASST, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39550042 or AA22AA99@HOT-
MAIL.COM
SAUDI GEOPHYSICAL CONSULTING 
OFFICE COMPANY BRANCH OF A FOR-
EIGN COMPANY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33326575 or PUBLICRELATION@SAUDI-
GEOPHYSICAL.COM
ALHAMALA AUTO PARTS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33852522 or ALHAMALAAUTOPARTS@
GMAIL.COM
CALI BARBAR SHOP. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33861261 
or HK652977@GMAIL.COM
CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of DRIVER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33888886 or HAMAD@
SPECTRUMOILFIELD.COM
malik sky construction has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33446911 or DJAVAID@HOTMAIL.
COM
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of STEEL FAB-
RICATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17674319 or DUAIJMALKHAL-
IFA@ASRY.NET
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of FITTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17674319 or DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17674319 or DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.
NET
KARKALA CARGO HANDLING CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER/PACKER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 34501443 or MOON-
LANDBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of FITTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17674319 or DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET
EATCO Food Transportation W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66706012 or abdul@eatco.me
KARKALA CARGO HANDLING CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER/PACKER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 34501443 or MOON-
LANDBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
REDDET SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of FITTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66673674 
or AHMAD.BKSERVICES@GMAIL.COM
BSB FIXED MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33770118 or bsb-
services.bh@gmail.com
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of STEEL FAB-
RICATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17674319 or DUAIJMALKHAL-
IFA@ASRY.NET
MASOOD KHAN CONSTRUCTION CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 32119631 or ABDULRAH-
MAN110511@GMAIL.COM
AUTOFIX AUTO MOBILE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER (CAR 
MECHANICAL WORKSHOP), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 35150746 or 
MALIKAHSAN273@GMAIL.COM
NEW ISLAND CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39287383 or account@nicbh.com
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THUMP SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38914200 
or DEVANTKL@GMAIL.COM
SALKO MANAGEMENT W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 13105727 
or PKDSALEEM06@GMAIL.COM
MAHBEER COMPUTER SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TECH-
NICIAN(COMPUTER), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34018910 or TAB-
MECHANICAL@GAMIL.COM
KOREAN BAKERY W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MANAGER (PROJECT), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17587666 or FAISAL@ALIREZA.BH
SHAZI SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of REPAIRMAN (GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33419041 or SSAKADAR77@
GMAIL.COM
MIRACLE LAND CONTRACTOR W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CONSTRUC-
TION WORKER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39696047 or HASAN@
MIRACLEGROUPS.COM
Celluloid co wll has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 16010160 or all-
seasonjewellers@gmail.com
SURFACES FURNISHING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17178301 or yusufkooheji@carpetlandme.com
LUKY G SOHAN SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FITTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34342088 or LAKI.BH.IND@GMAIL.COM
PANORAMA CONTRACTING & ENGINEER-
ING SERVI has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17729935 or 
AHMED@PANORAMABH.COM
PAN ARAB COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17514166 
or info@panarabco.net
SAUDI GEOPHYSICAL CONSULTING 
OFFICE COMPANY BRANCH OF A FOR-
EIGN COMPANY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TRADE / VOCATIONAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33326575 or PUBLICRELATION@SAUDI-
GEOPHYSICAL.COM
THE TUNNEL ZIVA HYDE M LOUNGE WITH 
SHEESHA W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CASHIER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33383940 or MAD-
HAVANKANNAN727@GMAIL.COM
DELMON INTERNATIONAL HOTEL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PLUMBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17224000 or HR@DELMONHOTEL.COM
TRANS BAHRAIN GRAIN & SPICES CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39696047 or SERVICES@
MIRACLEGROUPS.COM
VOLTAMP ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WORKER(ELECTRICIAN/WIRE-
MAN), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 32152428 or voltampelectri-
cal2018@gmail.com
Veolia Energy Gulf W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ELECTRICAL SUPER-
VISOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 16639400 or MOHAMED.ELFAY-
OUMY@VEOLIA.COM
NIKAPOL EXPRESS CARGO W L L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIV-
ER(HEAVY VEHICLE), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 13112414 or ops.
team@nikapol-express.com
LAS TUNAS TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34620626 
or lastunastradingbh@GMAIL.COM
SALMA BEAUTY SALOON has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34211668 or SALMASALOON@GMAIL.
COM
TASHYEED HOSPITALITY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ROOM ATTEN-
DANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17729935 or mannai.hr@mannai-
trading.com
AFAQ RIAZ SCRAP METAL GOODS RE-EX-
PORT CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38715532 

or RRANG266@GMAIL.COM
EYELINER AND LIPSTICK SALOON CO 
WLL has a vacancy for the occupation of 
BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38168555 or KARIMAHAMA-
DI.SALOON@GMAIL.COM
RUDRAKSH SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33015010 or INFO28TRAVEL@GMAIL.
COM
STAR DAR AL HIKMA GARAGE WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MECHANIC, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17280049 or TAHIRHAMEED57@HOT-
MAIL.COM
RUDRAKSH SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY 
/ FARRASH, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33015010 or INFO28TRAV-
EL@GMAIL.COM
RASHID REPAIRING WORKSHOP W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 35109067 or RASHIDNAZEER336@
GMAIL.COM
ABU NASIR STYLISH SALOON W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33801352 or aleemasghar577@gmail.com
ISA ALAMDAR E. ZAINAL / JABAL AL-
NOOR-9608 has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SEAMAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17675062 or ZAINAL.
ESSA@GMAIL.COM
CARAVAN JUICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34664669 or CARAVANJUICES@OUT-
LOOK.COM
BOLDBEAM EVENTS CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33768106 or AQIB.1221989@GMAIL.
COM
SAHIL MUMTAZ FACILITIES CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33070461 or MIF-
TIKHAR087@GMAIL.COM
AL REHMANI BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36311262 or 
YASEENANMOL3145@GMAIL.COM
SAHAB GEE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33243186 or AD-
NANJATT1414@GMAIL.COM
BOUTIQUE 1994  & MORE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39401094 
or 1994BOUTIQUE.BH@GMAIL.COM
Planet Donut and Bakery W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17715021 or HELLO@WOOHOLDINGS.
COM
ALJO SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33015010 or INFO28TRAVEL@GMAIL.
COM
First Choice Cleaning Services Co. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36491411 or choicefirst82@
gmail.com
MEGAN REAL ESTATE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALES AGENT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33400113 
or KA2MR1910@GMAIL.COM
MILEAGE AUTO SPARE PARTS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CAR 
WASHER/CLEANER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39407232 or THEMA-
LIKBH@GMAIL.COM
NEON PRINTING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PRINTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33075013 or LOL-
WAALTHANI445@GMAIL.COM
CHOUDHARY NAWAZ SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66997355 
or HAFIZSAHIB1Y@GMAIL.COM
ON POINT CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of PIPEFITTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36390606 or INFO@ONPOINTBH.COM
GOLDEN TOUCH CLEANING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17345150 or raihan@gtcbah.com

THE M SUITE has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of ROOM ATTENDANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39444614 
or IMAGINATION-WORLD@LIVE.COM
WOOD CREATIVE CARPENTRY & WELDING 
WORK has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CARPENTER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36527730 or MONAZO-
WAYED@GMAIL.COM
SALOON WAQAS BHAI W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35957974 
or SWAQASBHAI@GMAIL.COM
HORIZON  FLASH SERVICES CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(PRESS MACHINE), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35350765 or 
SAQLAIN00723@GMAIL.COM
ALRAYES express contracting has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES AGENT, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 77902525 or ABDULLA.ALRAYES@
GMAIL.COM
MUHAMMAD UMAR 94 PACKAGING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER/PACKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35611842 or MIR-
ZADXB281@GMAIL.COM
THINK TANK CARGO HANDLING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 34557624 or ADNAN-
RASHEED9087@GMAIL.COM
SATYAM W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33317271 or 
INFO@SATYAMBH.COM
LA BELLA BEAUTY SALON has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36464632 or SAJIDAAALSHAXANI@
GMAIL.COM
SIL VER ROSE SPA BEAUTY SALON has 
a vacancy for the occupation of BEAUTI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39383833 or A_ALYOUSHA@
HOTMAIL.COM
SWG SOUQ W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COMPUTER TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33345787 or CYBER415@GMAIL.COM
BU HAROON DECORATION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36828500 or alha-
ram8089@gmail.com
ALSHOALA RECRUITMENT SERVICES CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CO-ORDINATOR(MANPOWER RECRUIT-
ING), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17720061 or a.alshoala@gmail.
com
Al Ameen Transport has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MECHANIC, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17722778 or 
ALAMEEN1@BATELCO.COM.BH
ARADOUS GENTS SALOON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17325121 
or NOORALMAHMEED84@GMAIL.COM
THE MARK HOTEL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASSEUR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17712303 
or CORP@DADABAI.COM
MEN CARE SALON W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASSEUR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34240108 
or M.A@GLOBALCAPITEUSCONSULTING.
COM
ZIA  ELECTRIC. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39450463 or PALACE.ELECTRONICS@
GMAIL.COM
Javed Airconditioners Parts WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
SALES), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17002839 or JAVEDSARDAR248@
YAHOO.COM
NATHRY MODHAPI & ALMANDI 
RESTAURNT CO WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39063200 or 
WALEED200@LIVE.COM
ADEL KADHEM HASAN ALFARSANI has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LIVESTOCK 
FARMER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39331838 or ELFARSANI-2007@
HOTMAIL.COM
FRESH TO HOME W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(FISH CUT-
TING), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 32080171 or JERRYFAITH111@
GMAIL.COM

MUHAMMAD NAVEED KHAN MANAG-
MENT CONSULTANCY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35981541 or ZAIDCONSULTANCY613@
GMAIL.COM
DUST BUNNY CARGO HANDLING CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER-PACKER-(BOXES-HAND-), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33768106 or AQIB.1221989@GMAIL.COM
Oriental Pearl Cafeteria has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CASHIER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33923239 or 
FATIMA_ALSELAITI@HOTMAIL.COM
HAWAZEN W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33830738 or NISHAD.
TV@GMAIL.COM
CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of DRIVER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33888886 or HAMAD@
SPECTRUMOILFIELD.COM
STAR GROUP COMPANY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17300013 or ahmed@star-
groupbh.com
ABSAR ALUMINIUM WORKSHOP W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of ALU-
MINIUM TECHNICIAN (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77082553 
or MD.AFSAR.7639@GMAIL.COM
SPACEMAKER MANUFACTURERS OF 
PORTABLE CABINS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of FOREMAN(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17728144 or Employment@
hasanmansouri.com
B F G INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39651165 or Taghrid.wanous@BFGINTER-
NATIONAL.COM
KARAK MKSHAT 2 has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 34392729 or 
HH2142285@GMAIL.COM
SWAR SUPPLY MANPOWER has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17001271 
or swar.supplymanpower@GMAIL.COM
Almoayyed Air Conditioning W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of FITTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
DELMON INTERNATIONAL HOTEL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CASHIER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17224000 or HR@DELMONHOTEL.COM
INTERIOR SOLUTIONS COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CARPEN-
TER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17832022 or hamida.alhubail@
havelockone.com
WAIZ MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38099089 or DI-
RECTOR@COLOSSIANGROUP.COM
PREEMINENCE PROPERTIES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36880843 or 
E.BRA5058@YAHOO.COM
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER-CLEANING-(HAND & CHEMICAL SOLU-
TIONS), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17268111 or hrd1@macbh.com
AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17737000 
or h.s.m1111@gmail.com
BAIT ALZAEER RESTAURANT. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FOOD 
SERVICE WORKER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 36355565 or ALZAY-
ER.84@GMAIL.COM
LUCKY 9 CONSRTUCTION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33242404 or 
LUCKY9CONT@GMAIL.COM
ZUTOI W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39246745 or zutoi.
bah@gmail.com
EUROVIA W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-

cupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34235875 
or KAMRANANAKBAR298@GMAIL.COM
ANTONIO INTERIORS AND TRADING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 37592227 or fabulfath@hot-
mail.com
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17674319 or DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of FITTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17674319 or DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET
ALBISHARA  LAUNDRY has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of LAUNDERER/
PRESSER(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34059598 or 
BUABDULAZIZFRIHAT@GMAIL.COM
GREEN WELDING WORKSHOP has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WELDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66359633 or ABDULLAEBRAHIMHASAN@
GMAIL.COM
MODERN MECHANICAL ELECTRICAL & 
TRANSPORT CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17708888 
or lmra@mmetc.com
HONESTY CONTRACTING & TRADING 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of PLUMBER FOREMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17773898 
or honestycontracting@gmail.com
YAADGAAR KASHMIRI RESTAURANT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WAITER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33847561 or KHAN1FOREV-
ER840@GMAIL.COM
HEALTHY CALORIE RESTAURANT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BAKER(-
GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33358885 or info@harvard.
com.bh
we build construction has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ELECTRICAL AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33400455 or saheeh7777@
GMAIL.COM
RARE BEAUTY LOUNGE. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
63006500 or SHAIMA.2220@HOTMAIL.
COM
WHITE PEARL LAUNDRY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(LAUNDRY), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33262217 or hassanbashir69@yahoo.com
MISTER MACHINE B.S.C c has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY / 
FARRASH, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17705050 or mustafa@mis-
ter-machine.com
al shahar alkareem vegetables & fruits has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39863040 or A.HUSSIN@HOT-
MAIL.COM
DESI SHERAZ MANAGEMENT CONSUL-
TANCY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 37034219 or 
SHERAZSALEEM613@GMAIL.COM
BEN EID TOWERS CLEANING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17250078 or KEHF-2011@HOTMAIL.COM
MATREX Z CAR ACCESSORIES has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 66714466 or AHMEDALSHAIBI03@
GMAIL.COM
Aqua Global Logistics W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33112395 
or mgr.coIrrrp8@aquaiglloballoipigistics.
com
BEHARI GENERAL TRADING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33599768 or BT4WLL@GMAIL.COM
Holz Carpentry has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CARPENTER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33315552 or 
HOLZCARPENTRY@GMAIL.COM
Glass Tech Industries B.S.C closed has a 
vacancy for the occupation of GLAZIER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39697800 or mannaigr@mannaigroup.net
SHINY BUBBLES LAUNDRY has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of LAUNDERER/
PRESSER(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39311103 or 

AMEENA3ALI@GMAIL.COM
AWAL GULF MANUFACTURING CO.  (UN-
DER REORGANIZATION) B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TECH-
NICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17738333 or khalid@awalgulf.
com.bh
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER (CAR MECHANICAL WORK-
SHOP), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
BEN EID TOWERS CLEANING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17250078 or KEHF-2011@HOTMAIL.COM
BEN EID TOWERS CLEANING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17250078 
or KEHF-2011@HOTMAIL.COM
NOSHAI COMBINED FACILITIES SUPPORT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE WORKER HELPER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 34489050 or 
UMAIRGULZAR581@GMAIL.COM
NOSHAI COMBINED FACILITIES SUPPORT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE WORKER HELPER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 34489050 or 
UMAIRGULZAR581@GMAIL.COM
JUMBO GOLDSMITHS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of JEWELRY GOLDSMITH 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33262245 or shamsclearing@
yahoo.com
BEN EID TOWERS CLEANING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17250078 
or KEHF-2011@HOTMAIL.COM
CHICKET W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of KITCHEN WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35114403 
or DPASIF@YAHOO.COM
RAJPOT TOYS has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39888023 or 
CHSHAFIQ581@GMAIL.COM
FOOD WORLD W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DATA ENTRY OPERATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66677333 or FOODWORD.WLL@GMAIL.
COM
HADEEL ALREEF CAFETERIA has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of FOOD SERVICE 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39411622 or SM_77S@HOT-
MAIL.COM
GOAL MART W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALES WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38141004 
or JAHANZAIB-RIAZ@OUTLOOK.COM
ASSIRA GENERAL TRADING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34170035 or ADILLINE00@GMAIL.COM
EMERALD RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(FALAFEL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33889759 or HUSSAINALBANAY1982@
GMAIL.COM
SHOAID GLASS AND ALUMINIUM W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of ALU-
MINIUM TECHNICIAN (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34024107 
or SHAIDRAHIM96@GMAIL.COM
ARGAN DAY SPA has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MASSEUR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39818998 or HUS-
SAIN1897@GMAIL.COM
CODESLOOK IT CONSULTATION W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
SALES), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33240566 or WAQASLILLAH@
GMAIL.COM
ARGAN DAY SPA has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MASSEUR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39818998 or HUS-
SAIN1897@GMAIL.COM
PARSAN INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33153139 or SAMIULLAH5896@GMAIL.
COM
ALNOORAIN BAKERY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BREAD BAKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39456969 or UMZAAL1975@GMAIL.COM

  VACANCIES AVAILABLE 
  CONTINUED
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Harris leads Pistons past Celtics 
in thriller; Thunder bounce back

AFP | Los Angeles

Tobias Harris scored 25 
points as the Detroit Pis-

tons held off the Boston Celtics 
to score a 104-103 victory in 
their top-of-the-table East-
ern Conference showdown on 
Monday.

Harris was one of four De-
troit players to finish in double 
figures, with Jalen Duren add-
ing 18 points and point guard 
Cade Cunningham scoring 16 
points with 14 assists.

The win sees Detroit ex-
tend their lead at the top of 
the Eastern Conference to 
31-10, 5.5 games ahead of sec-
ond-placed Boston, who fell to 
26-16 with the defeat.

Jaylen Brown led the Celt-
ics scoring with 32 points and 
almost snatched victory in the 
final seconds, his attempted 
buzzer-beater bouncing off 

the rim as Detroit clung on for 
a one-point victory.

“We wanted this game,” 
Harris said afterwards. “Obvi-
ously, two of the best teams in 
the East; our group is always 
up for the challenge. It’s a heck 
of a win for us.”

The Pistons-Celtics show-
down was one of a packed slate 
of fixtures as the NBA marked 
the Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
holiday in the United States.

Elsewhere in the East-
ern Conference on Monday, 
the third-placed New York 
Knicks slumped to their fourth 
straight loss with a surpris-
ing 114-97 defeat to the Dallas 
Mavericks at Madison Square 
Garden.

Max Christie led the Mavs’ 
scoring with 26 points, 24 of 
them coming from outside the 
arc, with Naji Marshall scoring 
19 and Cooper Flagg 18.
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Man Utd greats tell Martinez to ‘grow up’ as feud rumbles on
AFP | London

Manchester United defend-
er Lisandro Martinez has 

been told to “grow up” by Old 
Trafford greats Paul Scholes and 
Nicky Butt after his scathing 
response to their criticism.

Martinez challenged Scholes 
to come to his house to speak to 
him after the former England 
midfielder and his ex-United 
team-mate Butt had mocked the 
Argentine’s height.

Scholes and Butt made fun 
of the diminutive centre-back’s 
chances of winning his duels 
with towering Manchester City 
striker Erling Haaland during 
Saturday’s derby.

The pair had joked that 
Haaland would pick up Mar-
tinez and “run with him”.

But Martinez had the last 
laugh with a commanding dis-

play in United’s 2-0 win, fol-
lowed by his stinging response 
to the criticism from Scholes 
and Butt.

The former United duo ad-
dress Martinez’s comments in 

the latest episode of their pod-
cast The Good, The Bad and The 
Football on Monday.

Scholes praised Martinez’s 
performance but said he still has 
some doubts about the 28-year-

old.
“It fuels people,” he said of 

criticism. “I think we have to 
take a bit of the credit for Mar-
tinez’s performance on Satur-
day.

“He’s had one brilliant game, 
but when you start talking and 
shouting your mouth off, this 
game has a habit of coming and 
biting you back.

“I haven’t changed my opin-
ion yet. I’m still not sure you 
can win a league with him. He’s 
got to do it over a period of time. 
What he did on Saturday, bril-
liant, but you’ve got to do it over 
a period of time.”

Scholes claimed he had ex-
changed messages with Mar-
tinez on social media and 
given the player his phone 
number but had “not heard  
anything”.

Manchester United defender Lisandro Martinez in action (file photo)

‘I never felt like a world-class 
coach’, says Jurgen Klopp
• Klopp says he 
never viewed himself 
as elite coach

• Aims to support 
coaches in new role

• Values performance 
over results

AFP | Leipzig

Despite leaving Liverpool 
as one of the most high-
ly regarded coaches in 

world football in 2024, Jurgen 
Klopp said he never thought of 
himself as amongst the game’s 
best.

“I never considered myself a 
world-class coach,” Klopp told 
AFP and other media in an inter-
view in Leipzig, “because I still 
had so many questions when I 
finished.”

“I was like ‘how can I be 
world-class with these ques-
tions still?’”

After starting out at Mainz, 
where he took the club to the 
top flight for the first time, 
Klopp moved to Borussia Dort-
mund, where he won two Bun-
desliga titles and reached the 
2013 Champions League final.

After signing with Liverpool 
in 2015, Klopp’s Reds won every 
trophy on offer, including the 
Champions League and Premier 
League.

In his new role as Red Bull’s 
global head of football, where 
he oversees a multi-club struc-
ture with teams including RB 
Leipzig, New York Red Bulls 
and Paris FC, Klopp said that he 
wants to help coaches answer 
those questions.

“My role with the coaches is 
to be the guy I never had. I sat in 
my office very, very, very often, 
very, very, very alone.

“A lot of people gave me ad-
vice and have great ideas... It’s 
great to have ideas, but it’s really 
not that easy to make the final 
decision.

“I want to be in moments 
when I know they are alone, or 
feel alone. I want to be there.”

Klopp oversaw the firing of 
then-Leipzig coach Marco Rose, 
a long-time friend, in 2025 and 
said that being on the other side 

felt odd.
“Grave-digger of the coaches 

-- that’s a title I never wanted 
to win!”

 ‘I never watch the goals back’ 
From taking Mainz to the 

Bundesliga to breaking Liver-
pool’s Premier League drought, 
Klopp improved clubs and play-
ers wherever he went.

Often taking over with teams 
at a low ebb, the coach would try 
and put things in perspective.

“How did I start a game? I 
would say ‘the worst news is you 
can lose it’ -- so let’s try and win 
it... Do not try to avoid defeat 
-- try to win.”

The coach said he told his 
players: “Giving your all doesn’t 
mean you will get anything, 
but it’s your only chance to get 
something. That’s pretty much 
how you do it.

“We gave everything -- and 
sometimes we got something.”

Klopp said that media and 
fans were too focused on results.

“I never watch the goals back, 
because I want to understand 
the game to the left and the right 
of the result.

“I want to understand why 
it happened... Results are the 
result of the performance. So we 
worked on the performance and 
the results came later.”

The 58-year-old said that he 

“didn’t take any pride” out of 
trophy ceremonies and parades.

“I love being a part of it, not in 
the middle of it. You might see 
pictures where someone gave 
me a trophy and I’d take it, but 
I didn’t need to touch it.

“For me, it was the journey 
that I loved. That gave me much 
more than the moment (of win-
ning).”

 ‘You know if Jurgen Klopp is in 
the room’ 

Klopp retains cult-like status 
at his former clubs, with fans 
remembering the German for 

his sideline antics and everyman 
appeal as much as his successes.

RB Leipzig sporting director 
Marcel Schaefer told AFP that 
Klopp has brought the same 
presence into his new role, even 
if he is no longer on the sideline.

“He has something that is 
unique. He has a god-given tal-
ent which everyone knows from 
his coaching jobs.

“He can catch people in five 
to 10 minutes.”

Schaefer said that Klopp plays 
an important role in player re-
cruitment by “talking to fami-
lies, talking to players about our 
vision, about our project.

“You know if Jurgen Klopp is 
in the room.”

Since stepping down at An-
field, Klopp has been linked to 
an array of high-profile coach-
ing jobs, but said that a return 
to the dugout is unlikely.

“I don’t expect to change my 
mind, but I don’t know.

“We’re building a house right 
now and my missus wanted to 
have a really big trophy room. 
There was another small room 
and I said ‘this is enough, be-
cause we know how many tro-
phies we have, we will not add 
any’.

“It might sound arrogant, but 
I know I can coach a football 
team. But I don’t need to do it 
until my last day.”

German football coach and global head of Football at Red Bull, Jurgen Klopp (L) speaks with Paris FC’s French President 
Pierre Ferracci (C) next to French representative of the Agache family holding company, Antoine Arnault (R) ahead of the 
French L1 football match between Paris FC and FC Metz at the Stade Jean-Bouin in Paris (file photo)

My role with the 
coaches is to be the guy 
I never had. I sat in my 
office very, very, very 
often, very, very, very 
alone. A lot of people 
gave me advice and 

have great ideas... It’s 
great to have ideas, 

but it’s really not that 
easy to make the final 

decision. I want to be in 
moments when I know 
they are alone, or feel 

alone. I want to be there
JURGEN KLOPP

Djokovic jokes that he wants 
slice of Alcaraz’s winnings

AFP | Melbourne

Carlos Alcaraz’s new-look 
serve at the Australian 

Open has been compared 
to Novak Djokovic and the 
Serbian great says he is ex-
pecting a slice of the Spanish 
superstar’s winnings.

World number one Alcaraz 
has at times struggled with 
precision and a lack of con-
sistency in his serving tech-
nique and has mixed it up 
for the opening Grand Slam 
of the year.

Eagled-eyed fans noticed 
that his more compact action 
now bears a striking resem-
blance to Djokovic, who was 
asked about it after coasting 
into the second round at Mel-
bourne Park.

“As soon as I saw it, I sent 
him a message. I said, ‘we 
have to speak about the cop-
yrights’,” the 24-time major 
winner joked.

“Then when I saw him 
here, I told him we have to 
talk about a percentage of his  
winnings.

“Every ace I expect, you 
know, a tribute to me. Every 

ace that he makes here. Let’s 
see if he’s going to stick to the 
agreement.”

Asked about his new serve 
ahead of the tournament, Al-
caraz said he was flattered by 
the comparison to Djokovic, he 
insisted it was a coincidence.

“No. I didn’t think about, or I 
wasn’t thinking about making 
the same serve as Djokovic,” he 
told reporters. “But at the end, 
I can even see the similarities.”

Spain’s Carlos Alcaraz and Serbia’s Novak Djokovic (L) hug at the net after a 
match (file photo)

As soon as I saw it, I 
sent him a message. I 

said, ‘we have to speak 
about the copyrights’. 
Then when I saw him 

here, I told him we 
have to talk about 
a percentage of his 
winnings. Every ace 

I expect, you know, a 
tribute to me. Every 

ace that he makes here. 
Let’s see if he’s going to 
stick to the agreement

NOVAK DJOKOVIC

Tobias Harris (left) celebrates with teammates



Man City’s Foden to play 
through pain of broken hand
AFP | London

Manchester City forward 
Phil Foden is set to face 

Bodo/Glimt yesterday despite 
suffering a broken hand as 
Pep Guardiola looks to erase 
the bitter taste of defeat in the 
Manchester derby.

Foden was forced off at half-
time against Manchester Unit-
ed on Saturday after landing 
awkwardly on his arm.

But the England star’s hand 
injury won’t stop him playing 
in City’s Champions League 
group phase tie in Norway.

“He has, a little bit, broken 
his bones but he has protection 
and he is fine for tomorrow,” 
Guardiola told reporters on 
Monday.

Guardiola dismissed sugges-
tions that City striker Erling 
Haaland, who has not scored 
from open play in his last seven 
matches, could be rested on his 
return to his homeland.

“He said to me he slept un-
believably, so he is fit,” said 
Guardiola of Haaland, who has 
netted 39 times for club and 

country this season.
City’s winless run in the Pre-

mier League extended to four 
matches after their 2-0 loss at 
Old Trafford, allowing Arsenal 
to increase their lead at the top 
to seven points.

Guardiola has postponed an 
inquest into the damaging loss 
to focus on City’s bid to se-
cure a place in the Champions 
League last 16.

City are currently fourth, 
with the top eight automat-
ically advancing to the last 
16, while the teams finishing 
ninth to 24th go into the play-
off round.

Osaka steals show at Australian 
Open as Sinner strolls through

Sinner launches three-peat bid while Monfils says emotional Melbourne farewell

• Jannik Sinner wins 
after opponent retires

• Gael Monfils loses 
epic first-round match

• Naomi Osaka 
makes dramatic 
fashion entrance

AFP | Melbourne

Jannik Sinner barely broke 
sweat in launching his 
quest to win a third Aus-

tralian Open in a row yesterday 
as Naomi Osaka stole the show 
with a bold fashion statement.

Popular Frenchman Gael 
Monfils meanwhile bid farewell 
to Melbourne Park with an epic 
defeat and thanks for “an amaz-
ing ride”.

The Italian Sinner strolled 
into round two when French 
opponent Hugo Gaston retired 
on Rod Laver Arena with the 
second seed in full control at 
6-2, 6-1.

Gaston slumped to his chair 
and shook his head as his Aus-
tralian Open ended in distress.

Two-time reigning champion 
Sinner said it was not how he 
wanted to win, but was pleased 
with his night’s work.

“I knew from the beginning 
that I had to play a very high 
level and was trying to be as ag-
gressive as possible, which I’ve 
done,” he said.

Should he win three titles in a 
row in Melbourne, Sinner would 
join Novak Djokovic as the only 
men in the Open era to do so.

Great entertainer Monfils was 
bundled out in the first round in 
a brave goodbye to a tournament 

he has lit up so many times down 
the years.

The 39-year-old, one of the 
most colourful and popular play-
ers in men’s tennis, battled all 
the way but Australian qualifier 
Dane Sweeny prevailed 6-7 (3/7), 
7-5, 6-4, 7-5 in an epic lasting 
nearly four hours.

There was an on-court pres-
entation and standing ovation af-
terwards for Monfils, who said: 
“Somehow it is the finish line, 
but thank you so much for an 
amazing ride.”

Monfils, who has won 13 ATP 
titles in a career stretching back 
to 2004, said in October that this 
year would be his last in tennis.

Italian fifth seed Lorenzo Mu-
setti moved on when his Belgian 
opponent Raphael Collignon re-
tired in the fourth set.

Ben Shelton, the eighth seed 
and a semi-finalist last year, saw 
off France’s Ugo Humbert, 6-3, 
7-6 (7/2), 7-6 (7/5).

But Brazilian 19-year-old Joao 
Fonseca, touted on the eve of the 
tournament by Roger Federer as 
a star of the future, was dumped 
out by Eliot Spizzirri at the first 
hurdle.

The American defied the 
crowd of chanting Brazilian fans 
to win 6-4, 2-6, 6-1, 6-2.

 Fashion statement 
Ahead of the final match on 

day three on Rod Laver Arena, 
former world number one Osaka 
emerged holding a white um-
brella and wearing a matching 
wide-brimmed hat and veil.

The 28-year-old from Japan 
is well known for her on-court 
fashion statements.

She wore her latest outfit as 
she came out for her night match 
at centre court against Croatia’s 
Antonia Ruzic.

She waved regally to the 
crowd and the four-time Grand 
Slam champion then folded up 

the umbrella and neatly put the 
hat and veil to the side.

In the first match of the day, 
Madison Keys admitted being 
“very nervous” as she launched 
her title defence with a shaky 
win.

Keys lost the first four games 
before rallying to beat Ukraine’s 
Oleksandra Oliynykova 7-6 
(8/6), 6-1.

“I’ve been thinking about this 
moment for basically a year,” the 
American said of walking out on 
centre court again.

“Obviously I was very nervous 
at the start.”

Keys stunned Aryna Sabalenka 
12 months ago in a three-set epic 
to win her first major crown at 
the age of 29, but she failed to 
push on, winning no more titles 
in 2025.

She started her season with 
quarter-final exits at Brisbane 
and Adelaide, admitting before 
the Grand Slam to feeling the 
weight of expectation as defend-
ing champion.

And so it proved as she threat-

ened to implode against the 
Ukrainian ranked 92, before 
finding her feet to pull away 
with ease in the second set.

Also in the women’s draw, Jan-
ice Tjen clocked another mile-
stone in her rapid rise as she 
became the first Indonesian to 
win a match at the Australian 
Open in 28 years.

Unseeded Tjen stunned Cana-
dian 22nd seed Leylah Fernan-
dez 6-2, 7-6 (7/1).

Tjen, who this time last year 
was ranked 413 but is now the 
world number 59, is the first 
Indonesian to win a match at 
the major since Yayuk Basuki 
in 1998.

Also through was Elena Ry-
bakina, the fifth seed from Ka-
zakhstan who eased past Kaja 
Juvan of Slovenia 6-4, 6-3.

Japan’s Naomi Osaka arrives to face Croatia’s Antonia Ruzic

Phil Foden

Naomi Osaka entered 
Rod Laver Arena hold-
ing a white umbrella 

and wearing a match-
ing wide-brimmed hat 
and veil for her night 

match, creating a dra-
matic and regal fashion 

statement before the 
contest began

KNOW WHAT

Ten-Man Muharraq Stun Sitra
Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Muharraq overcame a roll-
ercoaster of a match to 

come out 5-3 winners over Sitra 
at Khalifa Sports City yesterday, 
booking their spot in the Khalid 
Bin Hamad Cup final against 
Riffa on Saturday.

The game started with Si-
tra on the front foot, probing 
Muharraq’s defence and creat-
ing early pressure, but the Red 
Wolves struck first in the 15th 
minute. Soufiane Mahrouk met 
a clever delivery from Facundo 
Tobares, and headed low into 
the corner, giving ten-man Mu-
harraq an early lead.

Minutes later, their momen-
tum slipped way after a VAR re-
view awarded Sitra a penalty. 
Muharraq’s Amine Bennadi was 
shown a second yellow for clip-
ping Karl Namnganda’s heel as 
he rose to meet a cross, and Juda 
da Silva converted emphatically 
from the spot to level the score 
at 1-1.

Despite being a man down, 

Muharraq regained the lead in 
the 38th minute. Edimar Ribeiro 
da Costa expertly controlled a 
Rezende delivery under pres-

sure and finished to make it 2-1. 
However, Ali Abdulmajeed’s 
men were undeterred. They 
equalized in first-half stoppage 

time through Abdulwasea Al 
Matari, who finished beautiful-
ly to the far post, sending the 
teams at halftime at 2-2.

The second half belonged to 
Ribeiro da Costa. He restored 
Muharraq’s advantage in the 
54th minute, volleying in from 
a corner delivered by Gervasio 
Oliveira. Four minutes later, he 
completed his hat-trick, again 
set up by Oliveira, who delivered 
a dead-ball free kick from the 
left wing. Ribeiro da Costa beat 
Carlos Cavafe to the ball, and his 
powerful strike bounced off the 
crossbar and over the line.

Sitra earned a late penalty in 
the 75th minute after Abdul-
wasea Al Matari’s effort struck 
Waleed Al Hayyam’s arm. Juda 
da Silva’s second penalty cut 
the deficit to 4-3, giving his 
side a fleeting chance to fight 
back. That hope, however, van-
ished in stoppage time as Ar-
thur Rezende’s low floated ball 
found Facundo Tobares, who 
volleyed emphatically to make 
it 5-3 and send Nandinho’s men 
to the final.

Juninho strikes his trademark celebration after his 3rd goal

Italy’s Jannik Sinner serves to France’s Hugo Gaston
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Salah back in Liverpool squad after AFCON
AFP | London

Mohamed Salah made his 
much-anticipated return 

to the Liverpool squad yester-
day following the Africa Cup of 
Nations as the club prepare to 
face Marseille in the Champions 
League.

A smiling Salah was put 
through his paces at the club’s 
training centre with the rest 

of Arne Slot’s squad ahead of 
Wednesday’s match in France.

The return of the Egypt for-
ward has been a major talking 
point after he took aim at Liv-
erpool in an explosive interview 
early last month.

Salah accused the club of 
throwing him “under the bus” 
after he was benched for three 
games in a row and said he had 
no relationship with Slot.

But he appeared as a substi-
tute in a 2-0 Premier League 
win against Brighton on Decem-
ber 13, providing an assist, and 
Slot subsequently said the club 
had moved on from the furore.

Last week, Slot said he wel-
comed Salah’s return, refusing 
to divulge the content of his 
conversations with the 33-year-
old, whose team finished fourth 
at the Africa Cup of Nations.

Boxing reimagined in Bahrain
AA Boxing opens doors with mission beyond the ring

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

AA Boxing has opened 
its doors with a vi-
sion that goes be-

yond producing fighters. Found-
ed by Bahrain national team wel-
terweight Ali AlAradi, the gym 
aims to reshape how boxing is 
seen in the Kingdom. For AlAra-
di, boxing is not simply a combat 
sport, but a way of life built on 
values and character. The gym is 
located at SixtyOffices Building, 
4th Floor, Studio 401, Manama.

Speaking exclusively to The 
Daily Tribune, AlAradi traced 
that philosophy back to his own 
beginnings in the sport. He first 
took up boxing in 2013, moti-
vated by a desire to stand up to 
bullying and encouraged by his 
brother Ahmed. What started 
as self-defence quickly became 
something deeper.

“After 26 fights and being 
exposed to the international 
boxing scene, I realised boxing 
is more than physical contact,” 
AlAradi said. “It’s about how a 
champion carries himself inside 
and outside the ring.”

That belief became the foun-
dation of AA Boxing. AlAradi 
describes the sport as an elegant 
form of expression that rewards 
control and intelligence. He be-
lieves true boxing is built on pre-

cision rather than aggression. 
“Boxing is the art of hitting and 
not getting hit,” he said. “You 
don’t need labels. It shows in 
your character and in how you 
handle pressure.”

Inside the gym, that philos-
ophy translates into a culture 
where values are taught along-
side technique. AlAradi empha-
sised that discipline, integrity, 
and compassion are non-nego-

tiable traits, even in a sport often 
misunderstood as purely aggres-
sive. “People assume boxers are 
brutal,” he said. “But when you 
look at the greatest champions 
— Muhammad Ali, Canelo, Bivol 

— you see confidence balanced 
with humility. Champions know 
they’ve been through the hard-
est moments, and that creates 
compassion.”

AA Boxing also carries a clear 
developmental mission. Beyond 
recreational training, the gym 
is designed to support compet-
itive athletes with aspirations 
of representing Bahrain inter-
nationally. “We want to inspire 
young boxers,” AlAradi said. “To 
give them a place where they can 
grow, compete, and one day wear 
the national colours.” He con-

firmed close cooperation with 
the national federation, along-
side plans to accommodate fit-
ness-focused members, personal 
training, group sessions, and an 
upcoming women’s squad.

Looking ahead, AlAradi sees 
AA Boxing as a long-term in-
vestment in people rather than 
trophies. “A champion is some-
one who balances strength with 
humility,” he said. “If we can 
pass those values to the next 
generation, boxing can make a 
real difference — in and out of 
the ring.”

Mohamed Salah

Ali AlAradi stands proudly in front of the AA Boxing wall

Training and Membership
Fight-Ready Personal Training: single session BHD 23, 4 
sessions/month BHD 90, 8 sessions/month BHD 160, 12 
sessions/month BHD 229, 20 sessions/3 months BHD 382

Fighters’ Circle PT: single session BHD 13, 4 sessions/month 
BHD 54, 8 sessions/month BHD 138, 12 sessions/month BHD 
198, 20 sessions/3 months BHD 229

Development Squad: drop-in class BHD 5, 8 classes BHD 22, 12 
classes BHD 31, monthly unlimited BHD 43, 3 months unlimited 
BHD 112, 6 months unlimited BHD 207

High Performance Squad: monthly unlimited BHD 54, 3 
months BHD 144, 6 months BHD 259

Women’s Squad: drop-in class BHD 7, monthly unlimited BHD 
50, 3 months BHD 150, 6 months BHD 225

Contact: Instagram @aa.boxing.bh, Mobile 37771732, Email 
aaboxing.bh@gmail.com
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Upsets and strong performances mark 
Bahrain women’s open round of 32
TDT | Manama

The round of 32 at the Bah-
rain Open Women’s Tennis 

Championship (M75) deliv-
ered promising matchups and 
notable upsets yesterday, as 
players battled through an ac-
tion-packed day of competition 
at the Bahrain Tennis Federa-
tion courts.

The standout result saw 
Russia’s Ekaterina Ovcharen-
ko produce a major surprise by 
eliminating top seed compa-
triot Aliftina Ibragimova in a 
hard-fought three-set match, 
winning 6-3, 3-6, 6-4. Japan’s 
second seed Rina Saigo contin-
ued her strong run, overcoming 
Ekaterina Yashina 7-5, 6-3 af-
ter a closely contested opening  
set.

Elsewhere, China’s Shuai 
Cheng secured a straight-sets 

victory over India’s Ankita 
Raina, while Maria Kalyakina 
staged an impressive comeback 
to defeat Bulgarian contender 
Isabella Shinikova in three sets. 
France’s fifth seed Fiona Ferro 

advanced with a solid win over 
American Gina D. Valco, as sev-
eral other seeded players were 
tested or knocked out.

The tournament continues 
with growing anticipation as the 

remaining contenders advance 
toward the later rounds, with 
the Bahrain Open once again 
showcasing high-level women’s 
tennis and intense competition 
on the international stage.

Asian U14 tennis main 
draw opens in Bahrain

TDT | Manama

The main draw of the Asian 
Tennis Federation (ATF) 

Bahrain Under-14 Champi-
onship (Category One – West 
Asia) got under way on Satur-
day, delivering high-quality 
performances and keen com-
petition as the tournament 
runs from January 18 to 24 
under the host Bahrain Tennis 
Federation.

In the boys’ singles, a se-
ries of closely fought matches 
highlighted the opening day, 
with players from across Asia 
advancing after intense three-
set and straight-set encoun-
ters. Indian players featured 
strongly, while competitors 
from Saudi Arabia, Singa-
pore, Hong Kong and Iran 

also booked places in the next 
round, underscoring the depth 
of talent on display.

The girls’ singles also pro-
duced compelling contests, 
with players from Hong 
Kong, Uzbekistan, Russia, 
India and China progressing 
after confident performanc-
es. Several matches saw mo-
mentum swings and come-
back victories, reflecting the 
competitive balance among 
the region’s leading young  
prospects.

The tournament continues 
throughout the week with 
further singles and doubles 
matches, as emerging players 
vie for ranking points and re-
gional honours in one of West 
Asia’s most prominent junior 
tennis events.


