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Climate change pushing 
Australia’s platypus towards 
extinction: researchers

Sydney 

Prolonged drought and 
other effects of climate 

change are pushing Australia’s 
unique platypus population 
towards extinction, scientists 
warned in a study published  
yesterday.

The river-dwelling animal 
has already disappeared from 
up to 40 percent of its histor-
ical range on Australia’s east 
coast due to the drought, land 
clearing, pollution and build-
ing of dams, which fragment 
their habitat, the researchers 
said.

They predicted that if the 
current threats persist, platy-
pus numbers will fall another 
47-66 percent over the next 
50 years.

If projections about wors-
ening climate change are tak-
en into account, the numbers 
of the duck-billed, egg-laying 
mammal could plummet up to 
73 percent by 2070, they wrote.

The platypus is listed as 
“near threatened” by the In-
ternational Union for Conser-
vation of Nature.

But the scientists from 
the University of New South 
Wales’ Centre for Ecosystem 
Science said damage to river 
systems caused by years of lit-
tle rainfall and high tempera-

tures had worsened prospects 
for the animal.

“These dangers further 
expose the platypus to even 
worse local extinctions, with 
no capacity to repopulate ar-
eas,” said Gilad Bino, lead au-
thor of the study.

The scientists said there is 
an “urgent need” for a national 
risk assessment to determine if 
the platypus should be down-
graded to “vulnerable” status 
and to lay out conservation 
steps “to minimise any risk of 
extinction”.

The study is the first across 
all platypus habitat zones to 
establish a so-called “metap-
opulation” model while also 
projecting the impacts of cli-
mate change on the species 
going forward.

The survey estimated the 
total platypus population had 
fallen by 50 percent since Eu-
ropean settlement of the con-
tinent two centuries ago.

An earlier study published 
in November 2018 estimated 
the population had fallen by 
30 percent over that period, to 
around 200,000.

“Under predicted climate 
change, the losses forecast 
were far greater because of 
increases in extreme drought 
frequencies and duration, such 
as the current dry spell,” Bino 
said of the latest report.

The platypus is one of the world’s strangest animals

Guide saw wall of snow carry away 
Korean trekking team in Nepal

Pokhara | Nepal

Rescuers intensified an 
increasingly desperate 
hunt yesterday for four 

South Korean trekkers and 
three Nepalis swept away by an 
avalanche in the Himalayas as 
a guide told how he saw people 
carried off by the snow.

Krishna Hari Subedi was 
helping a Chinese trekker on the 
trail near the Annapurna base 
camp when the wall of snow hit 
on Friday.

“We were descending when 
an avalanche came rumbling 
down. Three people were swept 
down by it in front of my eyes,” 
Subedij said.

“I ducked down and my guest 
followed, we were safe. If we 

had moved forward, there was 
a cliff edge, we would have been 
swept down.”

Subedi said he saw three peo-
ple carried away but did not 
know how many others had 
been hit in the line of trekkers 
on the route.

“When we began heading 
down again, we heard a cry for 
help,” he added.

“One of them survived and 
was walking up. It was nearly 
300 metres down. When he saw 
us, he fainted... he was taken to 
a hospital.”

The fate of the other two re-
mains uncertain.

Families’ anxious wait
Soldiers have joined a team 

using drones and helicopters 
and digging in deep snow 
at 3,230 metres (10,600 feet) 
where the avalanche struck.

Small helicopters were being 
used to drop rescuers at the site, 
Shanta Bir Lama, president of 
the Nepal Mountaineering As-
sociation, said.

“The narrowness of the area 

makes the search difficult,” ex-
plained Lama.

“There is also a lot of snow. 
But teams today will try to re-
move the snow and search. De-
vices are also being used,” he 
added.

A nine-member army team 
has joined the operation while 
the South Korean embassy also 
sent an official to assist.

“The snow from the avalanche 
is piled four to five metres (13 to 
16 feet) deep at the site. No signs 
of the missing have been report-
ed as of Monday,” an official 
of the South’s foreign ministry 
said.

Experts say there is a very 
low chance of survival for those 
buried in an avalanche for more 
than two hours.

View from a helicopter of the 
avalanche site

One of five malnourished 
lions dies in Sudan park
Khartoum 

One of five sick and mal-
nourished lions held at a 

park in the Sudanese capital 
died yesterday, an official said, 
amid a growing online cam-
paign to save the animals.

The lioness received intrave-
nous fluids for several days but 
died early on Monday, Brig-
adier Essamelddine Hajjar, a 
manager of Al-Qureshi Park 
in Khartoum said.

“One of the two sick lion-
esses died today... Yesterday 
the doctor gave the two some 
medicines after which they 
were given food,” Hajjar said.

“One recovered but the oth-
er died. We are now diagnos-
ing the cause of death.”

Park officials said the condi-
tions of the five creatures had 
deteriorated in recent weeks, 

with some losing almost two-
thirds of their body weight.

The five lions suffered from 
a shortage of food and med-
icine for weeks, the officials 
said.

Hajjar said on Sunday that 
park officials often paid for 
food for the lions with their 
own money.

The lioness received intravenous 
fluids for several days but died early 
yesterday


