
UN lifts Gaza famine label
Despite improved aid access, over 1.6 million people face critical food insecurity

• Entire population 
still in “Emergency” 
food phase

• Risk of famine returns 
if conflict resumes

AFP | Washington

A famine declared in Gaza in 
August is now over thanks 

to improved access for human-
itarian aid, the United Nations 
said yesterday, but warned the 
food situation in the Palestinian 
territory remained dire.

More than 70 percent of the 
population are living in make-
shift shelters, it said, with hunger 
exacerbated by winter floods and 
an increasing risk of hypother-
mia as temperatures plummet.

Although a ceasefire between 
Israel and militant group Hamas 
that took effect in October has 
partially eased restrictions on 
goods and aid, delivery fluctuates 
daily and is limited and uneven 
across the territory, it said.

“No areas are classified in 
Famine,” said the Integrated 
Food Security Phase Classifica-
tion Initiative (IPC), a coalition 
of monitors tasked by the UN to 
warn of impending crises.

But it stressed that “the situa-
tion remains critical: the entire 
Gaza Strip is classified in Emer-
gency”.

The US-sponsored ceasefire 
halted two years of fighting, 
sparked by Hamas’s attack on 
Israel on October 7, 2023.

Yet the deal remains fragile as 
Israel and Hamas accuse each 
other almost daily of violations.

“Following the ceasefire... the 
latest IPC analysis indicates no-
table improvements in food se-
curity and nutrition compared 
to the August 2025 analysis, 
which detected famine,” the IPC  
said.

However, around 1.6 million 
people are still forecast to face 
“crisis” levels of food insecurity 
in the period running to April 
15, it said.

And under a worst-case sce-
nario involving renewed hos-
tilities and a halt in humanitar-
ian aid and commercial goods, 
the territories of North Gaza, 
Gaza Governorate, Deir al-Balah 
and Khan Younis risk famine, it  
said.

‘Appalling and preventable’
The UN’s declaration of fam-

ine in August -- the first time it 
has done so in the Middle East 
-- infuriated Israel, with Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
slamming the IPC report as “an 
outright lie”.

Yesterday, foreign ministry 
spokesman Oren Marmorstein 
said on X that faced with “over-
whelming and unequivocal evi-
dence, even the IPC had to admit 
that there is no famine in Gaza”.

But he also accused the IPC of 
continuing to present a “distort-
ed” picture by relying “primari-
ly on data related to UN trucks, 
which account for only 20 per-
cent of all aid trucks”.

Oxfam said that despite the 

end of the famine, the levels 
of hunger in Gaza remain “ap-
palling and preventable”, and 
accused Israel of blocking aid 
requests from dozens of well-es-
tablished humanitarian agencies.

“Oxfam alone has $2.5m worth 
of aid including 4,000 food par-
cels, sitting in warehouses just 
across the border. Israeli author-
ities refuse it all,” Nicolas Verck-
en, Campaigns and Advocacy Di-
rector at Oxfam France, said in a 
statement.

The IPC said hunger was not 
the only challenge to those in the 
Palestinian territory.

Access to water, sanitation and 
hygiene are severely limited, it 
said, with open defecation and 
overcrowded living conditions 
increasing the risk of disease 
outbreaks.

Over 96 percent of cropland 
in the Gaza Strip is either dam-
aged, inaccessible, or both, it 
said, while livestock has been 
decimated.

Bangladesh protesters demand arrest of student leader’s killers
AFP | Dhaka

Protesters rall ied across 
Bangladesh yesterday for a 

second straight day calling for 
the arrest of the gunmen who 
shot and killed a key figure 
in last year’s pro-democracy  
uprising.

As news spread that 32-year-
old student leader Sharif Os-
man Hadi died in hospital 
in Singapore on Thursday, 
crowds took to the streets in 
an outpouring of mourning and  
anger.

Several buildings were van-
dalised, including the offices of 
media outlets.

Hadi was shot by masked gun- men while leaving a mosque in the capital Dhaka last week. He 

was initially wounded and flown 
to Singapore for treatment, but 
eventually succumbed to his 
wounds.

In Dhaka yesterday, protester 
Sajid Al Adeeb said that “people 
have gathered here demanding 
the swift arrest of those who 
killed Hadi.”

“I urge the government to take 
immediate and appropriate steps 
to arrest those responsible,” the 
protester added.

“Above all, I want Hadi’s ideals 
to live on.”

Al Adeeb was among thou-
sands of protesters, some carry-
ing national flags and placards, 
chanting slogans and demanding 
the capture of those behind the 

killing of Hadi, who was due to 
run in elections planned for next 
year.

Protests were also held in the 
cities of Gazipur, Sylhet and 
Chattogram yesterday.

Late Thursday, people set fire 
to several buildings in Dhaka 
including the offices of leading 
newspapers Prothom Alo and the 
Daily Star.

Staff trapped in the Daily Star 
newsroom said the building filled 
with smoke.

“I can’t breathe anymore... You 
are killing me,” reporter Zyma 
Islam wrote on Facebook, before 
firefighters managed to bring the 
blaze under control and rescue 
the employees.

An aerial view shows protesters at Shahbagh intersection in Dhaka

Trump shifts priority to 
Moon mission, not Mars

AFP | Washington

US President Donald Trump 
on Thursday confirmed 

that he wants to send astro-
nauts back to the Moon as soon 
as possible, putting eventu-
al Mars missions on the back 
burner.

In an executive order on his 
space policy, Trump said he 
wanted to get Americans to the 
Moon by 2028, under NASA’s 
Artemis program launched 
during his first White House 
term.

Such a lunar landing would 
“assert American leadership 
in space, lay the foundations 
for lunar economic develop-
ment, prepare for the journey 
to Mars, and inspire the next 
generation of American ex-
plorers,” the order says.

It also says the US space 
agency NASA hopes to set up 
“initial elements of a perma-
nent lunar outpost by 2030” 
and confirms plans to deploy 
nuclear reactors “on the Moon 
and in orbit.”

Americans are currently 

scheduled to return to the 
Moon’s surface in mid-2027 on 
the Artemis 3 mission, but the 
timeline has been repeatedly 
pushed back.

And industry experts say it 
likely will be delayed again 
because the lunar lander in 
development at Elon Musk’s 
SpaceX is not yet ready.

Trump’s executive order 
puts increased pressure on 
both NASA and the private 
space sector to reach the ad-
ministration’s objectives.

The United States is keen 
to bypass China, which also 
intends to send a crew to the 
Moon by 2030 and set up a 
base there.

Putting the priority on a lu-
nar mission represents a policy 
shift from what Trump had 
said earlier this year.

When he returned to the 
White House in January, the 
Republican said he wanted 
to put the American flag on 
Mars before the end of his 
four-year term, without men-
tioning any such plans for the  
Moon.

VANITY WORKING ON A WEAK 
HEAD, PRODUCES EVERY SORT OF 
MISCHIEF
JANE AUSTEN
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We committed, we 
delivered. The de-

cisions taken by Europe-
an leaders are a crucial 
contribution to achieve 
a just and lasting peace 
in Ukraine. Because the 
only way to bring Russia 
to the negotiation table 
is to strengthen Ukraine.

@eucopresident

We reserve our right 
to use the cash bal-

ances from Russian assets 
immobilised in the EU to 
finance the loan. This is 
the solution we found 
together. And financing 
Ukraine beyond 2027 will 
be part of the next long-
term EU budget discus-
sion.

@vonderleyen

Congratulations to @
BarhamSalih on be-

ing elected High Commis-
sioner for Refugees. All of 
us at UNICEF are looking 
forward to continuing 
the strong partnership 
between UNICEF and UN-
HCR to protect the rights 
of children and families 
who have been forced to 
flee.

@unicefchief

I welcome the election by 
the General Assembly 

of @BarhamSalih of Iraq, 
as the next @UN High 
Commissioner for @Refu-
gees . My utmost gratitude 
to @FilippoGrandi for his 
leadership & tireless ef-
forts in protecting refu-
gees, displaced persons & 
stateless people.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u Attacks at metro 
stations in Taipei 
yesterday involving 

smoke bombs and stabbing killed at least 
three people, the fire department official 
said, adding that the suspect was also dead. 
Taiwan’s Premier Cho Jung-tai said the attacks at 
Taipei Main Station and Zhongshan station were 
“a deliberate act”, although the motive was not 
immediately clear. Cho said in a statement that the 

suspect wore a mask and threw “five or six gasoline bombs or smoke grenades” at 
Taipei Main Station. According to the Taipei City Fire Department, a total of four 
people were confirmed dead including the suspect, and five others were injured.

 u Pakistan has 
captured a leader from 
an offshoot of the Islamic 
State jihadist group, a senior intelligence 
official said yesterday, after the arrest was 
reported by a UN sanctions monitoring group. 
Sultan Aziz Azam, who also acted as a spokesman 
for the Islamic State Khorasan (IS-K), was arrested 
on May 16, according to a UN committee’s 
sanctions monitoring report submitted to the 
Security Council in November. “He was not just a spokesman but regarded as one 
of the top leaders for the group in the region,” the Pakistani intelligence official 
told AFP on condition of anonymity as he was not authorised to speak to media.

 u US President Donald 
Trump’s administration is 
encouraging white men to file 

workplace discrimination claims – the 
latest salvo in its campaign to mothball 
diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) 
initiatives. “Are you a white male who’s 
experienced discrimination at work based 
on your race or sex?“ the acting chair of the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 
Ms Andrea Lucas, wrote on X this week. “You 

may have a claim to recover money under federal civil rights laws,” she wrote..

Three killed in Taipei metro 
attacks, suspect dead: officials

Trump govt calls on white 
men to file discrimination claims

Pakistan arrests senior official 
from Islamic State offshoot

A so-called ‘supermoon’ is seen behind the Capitol and in Washington (file 
photo)

1522 1803 1812 1917
Suleiman the Magnificent accepts surrender of 
the surviving Knights of Rhodes, who are allowed 
to evacuate. They eventually settle in Malta and 
become known as the Knights of Malta

French flag lowered in New 
Orleans to mark the formal transfer 
of the Louisiana Purchase from 
France to USA, purchased for $15M

“Grimm’s Fairy Tales” or 
“Children’s and Household Tales” 
by Jacob Grimm and Wilhelm 
Grimm is first published

Soviet state security force and 
forerunner to the KGB, the Cheka 
forms, under Felix Dzerzhinsky 
after decree by Vladimir Lenin

Oxfam accused Israel 
of blocking aid, stating 

it has $2.5 million 
worth of food parcels, 

including 4,000 
packages, stuck in 

warehouses just across 
the border, unable to 

enter Gaza
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Putin claims upper hand
Russian leader says Kyiv and Western backers must move first on peace talks

• Putin addresses 
annual press conference

• Claims battlefield 
momentum in Ukraine

• Threatens further 
territorial seizures

AFP | Moscow

Russia’s Vladimir Putin yes-
terday said the ball was 
in the court of the West 

and Kyiv in talks to end the war 
in Ukraine, while hailing Mos-
cow’s recent battlefield gains and 
threatening more.

Speaking during his annual 
end-of-year news conference -- a 
staple of his 25-year rule -- Putin 
told Russians that Moscow was 
intent on pressing on in Ukraine, 
striking a confident tone.

The 73-year-old repeatedly 
says that Moscow will seize the 
rest of Ukrainian land he has 
proclaimed as Russian by force 
if talks fail.

Putin said yesterday he did not 
feel personally responsible for 
the tens of thousands of people 
killed since Moscow launched 
its offensive, which has become 
Europe’s worst conflict since 
World War II.

“We did not start this war,” he 
said, repeating a frequent narra-
tive pushed by Moscow through-
out the conflict.

“We do not consider ourselves 
responsible for the loss of life.”

Putin ordered the all-out as-
sault in Ukraine in February 
2022, sending troops and tanks 
towards Kyiv.

He also denied dragging out 
settlement talks and turning 
down proposals -- claiming Mos-
cow had agreed to “some com-
promises” -- without elaborating.

“The ball is now fully and 
completely on the side of our 
Western opponents... first of all 
the head of the Kyiv regime and 
their European sponsors,” Putin  
said.

The United States, Ukraine 
and Europeans have been refin-
ing a proposal first put forward 
by Washington last month that 
many saw as heeding most of 

Moscow’s core demands for how 
the conflict should end.

 ‘Our troops advancing’ 
Putin said that Russia’s recent 

advances in Ukraine should force 
Kyiv to agree to a deal -- that 
original version of which in-
cluded Ukraine ceding land to 
Moscow.

Russia and Washington are 
also pushing Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky to hold a 
presidential election, with Putin 
saying Russia could halt long-
range strikes on voting day.

Listing a string of cities and 
towns in eastern Ukraine now 
eyed by the Russian army, the 
Kremlin chief said he was cer-
tain Moscow would soon capture 
more settlements.

“Our troops are advancing 
along the entire line of contact,” 
Putin said.

“I’m sure that before the end 

of this year we will still witness 
new success,” he added.

The Russian army made its 
biggest advance in Ukraine in a 
year in November, AFP analysis of 
data from the US-based Institute 
for the Study of War showed.

Speaking at the same time 
from an event in Cairo, Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
condemned a European proposal 
to send a multinational force to 
police any potential peace deal 
in Ukraine as a “brazen” threat 
to Russia.

And Putin also warned of 
“severe” consequences if the 
EU used Russia’s frozen assets 
to fund Ukraine’s recovery and 
defence, after Brussels failed to 
approve a plan to tap the funds.

In another message to the 
West, Putin said that Russia 
would not attack other countries 
-- as long as it was treated “with 
respect” -- without clarifying 
what he meant.

As he spoke, Zelensky said on 
a visit to Warsaw that Russia 
would come for Poland if Ukraine 
fell.

 Downplays economy woes 
The four-and-a-half-hour long 

televised event -- a mix of ques-
tions from the press and call-ins 
from Russia’s 12 time zones -- is 

a fixture of the Russian political 
calendar, generating frenzied 
media coverage in the weeks 
leading up to it.

The Kremlin said almost three 
million people had sent questions 
to Putin and security was heavy 
in Moscow during the event.

Putin mused on everything 
from geopolitics to regional de-

velopment issues to his views 
on love and family life, at times 
pledging to intervene to fix the 
problems of citizens caught up 
in local bureaucracy.

He downplayed the economic 
costs of the war for Moscow, even 
as the Central Bank trimmed 
interest rates amid slowing  
growth.

Russia has lived under massive 
Western sanctions for almost 
four years, while ramped up mil-
itary spending has strained the 
public finances and caused prices 
to surge.

Our troops are advancing 
along the entire line of 

contact... the enemy 
is retreating in all 

directions
VLADIMIR PUTIN

Nearly three million 
questions were 

submitted by citizens 
ahead of Putin’s tightly 

controlled televised 
event, which was 

broadcast live across 
Russia’s 12 time zones 
under heavy security 
in central Moscow
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Displaced Palestinians gather to receive donated food portions at a charity kitchen in Khan Yunis

Russian President Vladimir Putin arrives to hold his annual end-of-year press conference

US suspends green card lottery after Brown, MIT professor shootings
AFP | Washington

The Trump administration 
announced on Thursday it 

will suspend a green card lottery 
that allowed a man believed to be 
behind both a mass shooting at 
Brown University and the kill-
ing of an MIT professor into the 
United States.

Claudio Neves Valente, a 
48-year-old Portuguese nation-
al, is accused of bursting into a 
building at the Ivy League school 
on Saturday and opening fire on 
students, killing two and wound-
ing nine.

He is also accused of killing a 
professor at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT) 
two days later.

Homeland security chief Kristi 
Noem wrote on social media on 
Thursday that Neves Valente “en-
tered the United States through 
the diversity lottery immigrant 
visa program (DV1) in 2017 and 
was granted a green card.”

The US green card lottery 
grants up to 55,000 permanent 
resident visas annually to people 
“from countries with low rates 
of immigration to the United 

States,” according to the State 
Department.

Noem described Neves Va-
lente, who police said Thursday 
was found dead by suicide after 
a days-long manhunt, was a “hei-
nous individual” who “should 
never have been allowed in our 
country.”

“At President Trump’s direc-

tion, I am immediately directing 
USCIS (United States Citizenship 
and Immigration Services) to 
pause the DV1 program to ensure 
no more Americans are harmed 
by this disastrous program,” 
Noem said.

In 2017, during US President 
Donald Trump’s first term, the 
Republican leader vowed a bat-

tery of tough measures to curb 
immigration, including terminat-
ing the green card lottery, after a 
deadly terror attack in New York.

Noem pointed to this incident 
in her post on Thursday saying: 
“President Trump fought to end 
this program, following the dev-
astating NYC truck ramming by 
an ISIS terrorist, who entered 
under the DV1 program, and mur-
dered eight people.”

US attorney Leah Foley said at 
a press briefing on Thursday that 
Neves Valente studied at Brown 
University “on an F1 (student) 
visa around 2000 to 2021” and 
that “he eventually obtained le-
gal permanent resident status,” 
but did not go into further detail.

Foley added that Neves Valente 
had also attended the “same ac-
ademic program...   in Portugal 
between 1995 and 2000” as the 
MIT professor, Nuno Loureiro, 
who was shot down in his home 
in Brookline, in the greater Bos-
ton metro area.

There is no immediate indica-
tion of a motive in the shootings, 
that rattled the elite New Eng-
land campuses.

Brown University students and community members take a moment at a makeshift 
memorial for the victims of a December 13 mass shooting at the Van Winkle Gates 
outside Brown’s college campus in Providence, Rhode Island 

Russian journalist proposes to 
girlfriend during Putin’s TV marathon
Under the glittering lights 

of the Eiffel Tower, during 
a romantic walk on a tropi-
cal beach, or nestled in a quiet 
corner of your favourite res-
taurant? Planning the perfect 
proposal is a struggle familiar 
to would-be newlyweds the 
world over.

Halfway through Vladimir 
Putin’s end-of-year press con-
ference -- televised across 
Russia and coming after the 
Russian leader threatened to 
level Ukrainian cities and not 
back down in his nearly four-
year military offensive in the 
country -- is not high on many 
lovers’ list.

For regional journalist Kirill 
Bazhanov, it was just the mo-

ment.
Dressed in a red bow tie 

and holding a poster read-
ing “I want to get married”, 
Bazhanov caught the eye of 
the longtime ruler and got his 
chance.

“I know that my girlfriend 
is watching the press con-
ference now. Olechka, marry 
me!” he said, drawing applause 
from the audience of most-
ly pro-government regional 
journalists.

Putin uses his hours-long TV 
marathon both as a forum for 
fiery foreign policy statements 
and to offer up all sorts of ad-
vice on love and family mat-
ters, recite poetry or promise 
to fix potholes.


