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Survive, revive and thrive

Pandemic offers opportunity to make Bahrain tourism a socio-economic development tool

TDT | Manama

he coVID-19 pandemic
Toffers a unique opportu-

nity for the Kingdom of
Bahrain to hit the reset button
to make the tourism sector a
more resilient and sustainable
engine for economic growth and
development.

This was the assessment of
Bahrain Tourism and Exhibi-
tions Authority (BTEA) chief
executive officer Nader Khalil
Almoayyed as he hopes to turn
the present crisis into an oppor-
tunity to shape a tourism indus-
try that delivers real benefits for
the Kingdom.

Almoayyed said that with a
different approach and prop-
er direction, tourism can be a
sustainable, beneficial and so-
cio-economic development tool.

The Kingdom possesses the
basic infrastructure that can be
exploited to stimulate domes-
tic tourism, Almoayyed point-
ed out, but still needs proper
planning, more innovations and
significant investment for this
vital sector to survive, revive
and thrive in the face of the pan-
demic.

Biggest challenge

To date, COVID-19 is the big-
gest challenge that the global
tourism sector is facing today.

In fact, the United Nations
World Tourism Organisation has
estimated a reduction of 58% to
78% in tourist traffic across the
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world. This means that inter-
national tourist arrivals could
drop by a billion. Typically, the
tourism sector is among the first
to be affected, and the last to
recover during a health crisis.

The tourism industry in the
Kingdom is no exception.

But Almoayyed said the pain
of the pandemic represents an
appropriate opportunity for
Bahrain to invest in tourism as it
plays a pivotal role in advancing

economic development through
its contribution to diversifying
sources of income and reducing
dependence on oil revenues.
With a robust tourism infra-
structure in place in addition
to a large historic heritage and
vibrant atmosphere, Bahrain
remains an important destina-
tion for Gulf and foreign tourists
from various countries.
Almoayyed explained that the
Kingdom continues to link its
modern tourism projects with

wa@ its ancient history and heritage

resulting in more job opportu-

2% nities for both the public and

private sectors and expanding

1 economy scale.

In particular, Nass wants to
target Bahrain’s 5,000-year-old
rich historical heritage, which to
date, has been under-developed.

12 million visitors
Receiving more than 12 mil-

lion visitors from around the

world in 2019 alone, Bahrain
has grown to become a buzzing
hub for tourism and continues to
maintain its position as an ideal
destination for experiential trav-
el due to the unique experienc-
es it offers its visitors that also
distinguishes it from any other

country in the Arabian Gulf.

With the capital, Manama,
recently being named ‘Capital of
Arab Tourism’ for 2020, Bahrain
continues to launch projects and
events that are highly favoured
by tourists and appeal to au-
diences of different ages and
interests from around the world,
ultimately leading to the growth
of the tourism industry.

In addition to the popular
tourist attractions that cater to
a myriad of interests, Bahrain
is also known for its historic
attractions that showcase the
passing of ancient civilisations
making it the ideal destination
for history lovers to explore.

Capital of Dilmun civilisation

Bahrain Fort, one of the main
historical attractions in the
kingdom, was named a UNESCO
World Heritage site in 2005 with
archaeological evidence indicat-
ing that the site was the capital
of the Dilmun civilisation. The
site, located atop a 17.5 hectare
artificial hill, is thought to date
back some 4500 years, though
the present building is more
recent. Tourists can also visit
the Pearling Trail, which was
also listed as a Unesco World
Heritage Site in June 2012 and
is located along the Island of
Mubharraq in the form of a long
trail that consists of three oyster
bedslocated in the northern ter-
ritorial waters of Bahrain.

Listed as a Unesco World Her-
itage Site in 2019, the Dilmun
Burial Mounds, which also fre-
quently visited by visitors and
locals, are evidence of the Early
Dilmun civilisation in the 2nd
millennium BCE, where Bah-
rain’s prosperity at the time as
a trade hub enabled the inhab-
itants to develop an elaborate
burial tradition.

Other historic attraction in
the kingdom include the Khamis
Mosque, which is believed to be
the first mosque in Bahrain and
one of the oldest relics of Islam
in the region, with the founda-
tions estimated to have been laid
as early as 692 AD.

Bahrain has taken great
strides in enhancing its position
as an ideal tourism destination
due to its popular landmarks
and attractions, rich history,
civilisation and traditions that
distinguish it from any other
country in the Arabian Gulf.

Bahrain continues
to link its modern
tourism projects with
its ancient history and
heritage resulting in
more job opportuni-
ties.

718%

The United Nations
World Tourism Organ-
isation has estimated
areduction of 58% to
78% in tourist traffic

across the world.

This means that
international tourist

arrivals could drop

by a billion. Typically,
the tourism sector is
among the first to be
affected, and the last

to recover during a

health crisis.

12m

Bahrain has received
more than 12 million
visitors from around
the world last year.
This year a reduction
in tourist traffic is
expected due to the
pandemic.

Education Ministry

inspects private schools

Checking temperature before entering the school premises
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he Education Ministry,

in co-operation with the
Health Ministry, visited the
private schools to ensure that
all precautionary measures
were in place to combat the
coronavirus. The visits in-
cluded an inspection tour of
all school facilities to deter-
mine the extent of their com-
mitment to health and safety

requirements in classrooms,
laboratories, toilets and others.
They explained that the
measures include checking
temperature of all school
members before entering the
premises, ensuring social dis-
tancing, providing the neces-
sary sterilisation and hygiene
materials, as well as ensuring
the provision of educational
services during the current
circumstances.
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he Royal Humanitarian
Foundation (RHF) received

a donation of BD20,000 from
Bahrain Tabreed, as a contribu-
tion to the RHF “Feena Khair”
campaign.

The campaign aims to mo-
bilise efforts and collect do-
nations to support those af-
fected by the coronavirus
pandemic.

RHF secretary-general Dr

The cheque being handed over to RHF

serve Bahraini community.

“Tabreed is keen to fulfill its
humanitarian duty and its obli-
gations towards the community,
as it is an integral part of this
society,” Tabreed CEO Bader Al
Lamki said.

“The unprecedented global
pandemic required concerted
efforts to support the economy
and societies. We are proud of
our contribution to the “Feena

Mustafa Al Sayed thanked tiative and strengthening part- Khair” campaign which reflects
Tabreed Bahrain for their ini- nership with the foundation to the society’s bond.“

Ministry distributes housing units in East Hidd
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he Housing Ministry dis-

tributed the second batch

of housing units of Al Qulayaa
neighbourhood in East Hidd.

This is in line with the imple-

mentation of the order of His

Royal Highness Prince Salman
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown
Prince, Deputy Supreme Com-
mander and First Deputy Prime
Minister to distribute 5,000
housing units

It is within the framework
of the royal directives of His

Majesty King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa regarding the con-
struction of 40,000 housing
units.

Housing Minister Basim
Yacob Al Hamer said that the
completion of the distribution
coincides with the completion

of the construction work and
the infrastructure for this phase,
after the ministry had previous-
ly distributed the units of the
first batch.

The units of this neighbour-
hood includes 740 housing
units.



